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‘DONT DISTORT U.S. IN PIX’ 





Buffalo Comeid of 


Churches Sees 


Hatred Stirred By Radio Shows 





Buffalo, May 26. 

Radio and Publicity Committees 
of the Buffalo Council of Churches 
this week released a blast at broad- 
casters in a letter signed by Rev. 
Verner S. Mumbolo, Chairman of 
the Committee, and Dr. Ross W. 
Sanderson, Secretary of the Council, 
addressed to local broadcasting sta- 
tions decrying war time radio pro- 
grams that ‘increase hatreds’ and use 
patriotism for the sake of profit. 
‘This Is War’ was especially singled 
out for comment. 

Reiterating their gratitude to radio 
for its educational ministry and 
their appreciation of the courtesy 
extended to the church groups by 
the management of local stations, the 
letter stated: 

‘We wish respectfully to report 
that some of us are deeply grieved 
by the language, devices and episodes 
which tend to increase hatreds by 
making a gain or virtue of it, The 


(Continued on page 50) 


United Nations 
Map Anti-Axis 
Pic Propaganda 





United Nations propaganda guns, 
via the screen, are scheduled to be 
turned loose on such wavering, on- 
the-fence nations as Turkey, Por- 
tugal, India, and other non-Western 
Hemisphere spots not yet actively on 
either side. Tentative plan is to pro- 
vide the UN view of the war sit- 
uation, via material specifically de- 
Signed to counterbalance Goebbels 
and Gayda pipe dreams in those 
countries that can still be saved from 
throwing their lot in with the Axis 
hordes, 

This is, from accounts, the first 
time that the United Nations have 
made plans to reach out. specifically 

(Continued o1 page 16) 


‘What’s Wrong With 
The World?’ Lecture 
Attracts Only 200 


Springfield, Mass., May 26. 
_ Only 200 persons were interested 
in John B. Kennedy's version of 
What’s Wrong With the World’, 
Wednesday (20) at Municipal Audi- 
torium which seats 4,000. Show, also 
including Mulholland, the magician, 
was a benefit for local Knights of 


Pythias. Had been widely bally- 
hooed,. 


Even Kennedy referred to ‘wide 
open spaces’, 








| New Day of Rest 


New weekend phenomenon, whieh 
gives Broadway and Radio City ab- 
normal impetus from Friday through 
Sunday, is forcing a new Sunday 
night life. 

Heretofore, many hotels and 
smarter niteries did a foldo on the 
Sabbath, but the heavy influx of 
weekending servicemen, defense 
workers, et al., is forcing a Sunday 
nite opening, with Monday the off 
nite (dark), 








Steinbeck’s Quadruple 
Army Air Corps Work; 
Pix, Air, Tele, Book 


Washington, May 26. 

John Steinbeck started last week 
on a tour of Army air fields through- 
out the U. S. to gather material for 
a proposed Army Air Corps program 
involving films, radio, television and 
book. Entire project is still some- 
what nebulous, but the novelist- 
playwright is working out plans with 
Pvt. Burgess Meredith and Lieut. 
James Stewart, of the Army Ajr 
Corps, and Brewster Morgan, CBS 
producer, 

From what little has been learned 
of the still-confidential setup, Stein- 
beck will collect the material and 
put into book form, after which he 
will collaborate with a film scenarist, 
radio scripter and television writer 
on the versions for their respective 

(Continued on page 50) 








Lesser’s 25G for Canteen 


Sol Lesser paid $25,000 plus a per- 
centage Monday (25) for rights to 
make a picture on The Stage Door 
Canteen in New York. Number of 
other producers were negotiating for 
the rights, including Paramount, 
which already has a ‘Stage Door 
Canteen’ picture in production, but 
title will have to be changed. Also, 
Al Jolson will probably m.c. the 
commercial radio show from the Can- 
teen for which a deal is about to be 
signed. 

Film deal was handled for the 
American Theatre Wing Wai Serv- 
ice, which operates the Canteen, by 
Gilbert Miller and attorney Sidney 

(Continued .on page 55) 





Tempus Cooches 
Hollywood, May 26. 

Either the Hays office is softening 
or eight years makes a big differ- 
ence in what passes for decency in 
dancing. 

Grace Bradley is doing a fling in 
Hal Roach’s ‘Taxi Mister’ that was 
banned in 1934 by Haysites who 
called it indecent. 








LASTING WORLD 
PEACE IN BALANCE 


American Films Must Stop 
‘Unrealistic Picture of 
American Life’ for Benefit 
of Both English-Speaking 
Nations—Anglo-U. S. Aim 
for Post-War Accord 








BRITONS’ ODD ‘VIEWS’ 





‘Unrealistic’ picture of American 
life that Hollywood films continue 
to give the average Briton is dis- 
turbing high offcials of both the 
United States and England. So much 
s6, and with the subject considered 
of such great importance, it can be 
revealed, that a huddle of key offi- 
cials of the two countries was held 
in the U. S. Embassy in London less 


than two weeks ago on means of 
getting the word subtly across to 


Hollywood. 

Distorted view of the U. S. given 
foreigners via films is, of course, an 
old stery. American diplomats and 

(Continued on page 20) 


Films Interested In 
‘Deep in the Heart Of 
Tschaikovsky,’ Airshow 


‘Deep in the Heart of Tschaikov- 
i sky,’ radio show on the Blue Net- 
work a couple weeks ago, has 
aroused great interest from film 
companies, with at least three of 
them negotiating for rights. Colum- 
bia and Warner Bros. are interested 





Pic; Jolson on Air Show | 


| feature. 
| Show, written by Mort Lewis, pic- 


itures Tschaikovsky coming back to | 
of | magnate 


’ ~ 1g eve s is i ir- 
leverywhere because he ‘steals’ his| @bout seven months, is turning cir 
|music from all the pop bandleaders. | CU 


| 
learth and getting thrown out 


|'When he also fails to get into 
WASPA (ASCAP) he’s about 
commit suicide. He runs _ into} 


| Beethoven, however, who convinces 
'him he’s too schmaltzy. He there- 
upon decides to steal from Beethoven 
and score a hit with ‘Beat Me Daddy 
with the Beethoven Fifth.’ 


H’wood’s Navy Reliefer 


Hollywood, Map 26. 

Motion picture industry is combin- 
ing to produce a cavalcade of the 
Navy, ‘Anchors Aweigh,’ the net pro- 
ceeds to the Navy Relief Fund. Cast 
will consist of stars contributed by 
all the major studios. 

Harry Cohn, Columbia president, 
who made the proposal to the indus- 
try at the suggestion of Walter Win- 
chell, estimated that the film would 
earn $1,000,000 for the fund. 











Show Biz Power As Government Aid 


Shown Via Terrific War Bond Drive 





Tax-Happy 





Jake Wiik, eastern story editor 
for Warner Bros., is still out to sell 
the Government on making March 
15—Income Tax Day—a national 
holiday, in celebration of the privi- 
lege of paying taxes. 

Wilk took it up with Lowell Mel- 


lett, Coordinator of U. S. Films, who 
still has it under advisement, 


Vaudeville Comes Back 
To the Former Bigtime 
Palace—in the Lobby 








Nearest it appears the former big- 
time Palace on Broadway will get 
back to vaudeville, in the immediate 
future at least, will be for three days 
starting today (Wed.) when the 
Dixieland Jazz Band will play the 


house. But the band will not be a 
part of the show, instead being 
spotted in the lobby as hypo for the 
theatres’ U. S. bonds-stamps drive. 
The jazz outfit will play other 
RKO houses, however, from the 
stage. With Billy Jackson booking 
two other acts to travel with the 
Dixieland outfit, these being the 


Four Warners and Frances Lane, the 
unit will open at the 86th St., New 
York, June 5 for the one day, Other 
dates are Marble Hill, N. Y., June 6; 
Flushing, L. IL, June 12; Richmord 
Hill, L. L, June 13; Alden, Jamaica, 
L. L, June 19-20-21 and Coliseum, 
N. Y., June 26. 








in it for a short and 20th-Fox for a | 


Dutch Tycoon’s New 
1-Ring Circus for U.S. 


Bernard Van Lear, a Holland steel 


who has been over here 


man—with his own ideas on 
| how to run the show. ‘We'll do 


to | it my way for a couple of weeks and 


if it doesn’t work out we'll make 
changes,’ he tells his U. S. show biz 
associates. Outfit will open at Yon- 
kers next Wednesday (3). 

The Van Lear show is a one-ring 
circus along the lines of European 
outfits but will have a $3.30 top. 
Stated that he has spent $100,000 on 

(Continued on page 50) 





Letters to Hitler 


A ‘Dear Adolph’ radio series be- 
gins broadcasting Sunday, June 21, 
on NBC under the direction of the 
Council for Democracy. Quarter 
hours will take the form of letters 
from typical Americans, a farmer, 
war factory worker, housewife, 
soldier, etc. Stephen Vincent Benet 
will write them and Raymond Mas- 
sey will narrate them, 





v 





War Bond and Stamp selling cam- 
paign to raise $100,000,000 annually 
in 15,000 theatres throughout the 
country, which gets under way fol- 
lowing a giant rally to be staged in 
Times Square at noon Friday (29), 
will demonstrate the power of the 
entertainment industry as an aid to 
the Government in time of war, in 
the opinion of members of the War 
Activities Committee. It is also in- 
tended to show the all-out coopera- 
tion being given Government agen- 
cies, such as the Treasury Depart- 
ment, by show business and create 
a basis for favorable nationwide 
publicity for the film industry. 

Si Fabian, campaign manager of 
the War Bond drive, and Francis A. 
Harmon, executive vice-chairman of 
the War Activities Committee, were 
slated to leave yesterday (Tues.) for 
New Haven to address a meeting of 
theatre owners of Connecticut for 
the purpose of stimulating War Bond 


(Continued on page 55) 


Exec Can't See 


Cutting Down on 
Film Production 


—_—__—_ 





A top film official scoffs at the 
idea of curtailed film production, 
priorities, etc. ‘More than ever there 
are no seasons for motion pictures. 
Entertainment is prerequisite for all 
English-speaking nations. The an- 
swer is we're doing our best busi- 
ness. 

‘Here, look at these cables from 
|London, for instance. We're being 
| bombarded with inquiries when new 
ifilms will be shipped abroad. The 
;}concern about cutting down on fu- 
|ture film programs seems to be of 
|graver worry to the British film peo- 
(Continued on page 50) 








|Sex Can’t Rear Its 
Beautiful Head In 
U.S. War Newsreels 


Newsreel editors have been tipped 
to go easy on ‘sex’ in future stories, 
particularly in scenes showing the 
U. S. Army, Navy or Marine forces. 
Request originally is reported to 
have come from the Inter-American 
committee on Latin-America. 


Complaint was that too many 
scenes in the reels depicted comely 
femmes clustered about troops. 
Rated unfavorable because it gave 
the impression that American troops 
were not preparing to fight and had 








Series will run eight weeks. 


no time for war maneuvers. 
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Dorsey Brothers Slug Each Other 
At Tommy 's Hotel Astor Premiere 





Jimmy and Tommy Dorsey capped 
frequent verbal arguments with a 
fist fight at Tommy Dorsey's opening 
at the Hotel Astor, N. ¥., last Tues- 
day (19) night. Both leaders, Rocco 
Vocco, music publisher, and Rube 
Bloom, songwriter, were on the re- 
ceiving end of punches thrown, the 
latter two during their effort to halt 
the battle. 

According to witnesses, it all be- 
gan after 3 a.m., with only waiters 
and a few others present besides the 
participants, Even T. Dorsey's band- 
men had left. Up until that point the 
brothers had peaceably sat at a table 
with friends, except for a short 
brush T. D. had with Bill —— 
Jimmy’s personal manager. in this, 
Tommy Dorsey assertedly answered 
a friendly hand proffered by Burton 
with a remark to John Manning, who 
is Jimmy's lawyer end a relative of 
both Dorseys, about the company he 
(Manning) kept. Manning narrowly 
averted a fight between Tommy and 
Burton. 

Later, after all patrons had iefi, 
e@ remark about J. Dorsey’s associa- 
tion with Harry Mayer, booker of 
the New York Strand theatre, where 
Jimmy’s band is now playing, assert- 
edly brought a similar retort con- 
cerning Bob Weitman, managing di- 

(Continued on page 55) 


Servicemen Abroad 
See New Pix Before 
They Are Shown Here 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Soldiers, sailors and marines on 
duty overseas enjoy many Hoily- 
wood pictures long before their rela- 
tives back home get a chance to see 
the films in American theatres. 
Under an arrangement betw the 
Government and the Overseas” Unit 
of the Army Motion Picture Service, 
prints in 16 mm form are being 
flown to distant outposts far in ad- 
vance of their first showings to the 
American public, 

First foreign service world prem- 
fere was ‘Tarzan’s New York Ad- 
venture,’ carried by an Army plane 
to Iceland where it was unveiled 
before a packed house of men in 
uniform. Under the same system, 
prints of other desirable films will 
be sped abroad to Australia, Ireland 
and other military camps beyond 
The 
motion picture industry has volun- 
teered to supply 1,200 free 90-minute 
shows for the armed forces this year. 

Thus, the excellent service on the 
16 mm. is in marked contrast to the 
long-dated showings overseas of 35 
mm. to American troops and 
sailors. 


HASSARD SHORT GETS 
306 IN DESIGNER’S WILL 


Springfield, Mass., May 26. 

Probate of the will of designer 
Ralph F, Mulligan, native of this 
city who died in Chesterfield, N. H., 
Dec, 8, 1941, bequeaths $50,000 to 
Hassard Short, legit stager. Nearest 
of kin‘to Mulligan, cut off in the will 
of the artist, withdrew their objec- 
tions Friday (22). 
settlement had been reached out of 
court, Short also gets Mulligan’s 
personal jewelry. 

Estate ran to around $200,000, 
bonds in that sum being filed by the 
executor, Springfield Trust Co. Mul- 
ligan set up two $25,000 trust funds, 
one to aid Chesterfield children to 
get highschool education and other 
to aid minister of Congregational 
church there. Next to Short bequest, 
largest sum went to Frederick Webb 
Ross, of New York, who gets $40,000. 

Mulligan designed for Vogue maga- 
zine and Irving Berlin’s ‘Music Box’ 
revues, 


McCormick With Hecht 


= Hollywood, May 26. 

Myron McCormick, Broadway 
actor, has been signed by 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox for a featured part in 
‘China Girl,” Ben Hecht picture 
which starts shooting in mid-June. 
He's due to report at the studio next 
week. Deal is for one picture. 

Actor played the lead last winter 














in Ben Hecht’s Broadway play, ‘Lily 


of the Valley” at 
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War Is Like That 


Hollywood, May 26. 
War is making it tough for the 
research workers in the Holly- 
wood studios. When Eljlizabeth 
McGaffey, chief of RKO’s re- 
searechery, asked the War De- 
partment for data on the Code 
and Cipher Division, the answer 
was ‘nothing doing.’ 
Sources of military information 
have ‘tightened up since Dec. 7. 


Glenn Miller May Play 25 


Key Centres to Ballyhoo 
Fox Film in the Fall 


Twentieth Century-Fox film com- 
pany wants to buy Glenn Miller’s 
band for a series of one-nighters 
next fall in conjunction with the 
premieres in various key cities of 
Miller’s new 20th picture, ‘Orchestra 
Wife.’ Idea would be to stagger the 
openings in each city (about 25 keys) 
so that Miller’s outfit would be on 
hand for them ail 

It’s all still in a nebulous stage, but 
if it goes through will start some- 
time in September, when the film is 
released. It would entail Miller’s 
band playing a dance either the 
night fore the opening in each 
town or on the same night, along 
with playing at the theatre. Proceeds 
of the hops would go to war chari- 
ties, or admission would be via the 
purchase of a defense stamp. 


A.C. EXPECTS UPBEAT 
IN BYDWALK GAMBLING 


Atlantic City, May 26. 

Taking advantage of the City Hall 
upheaval, gamblers were reported 
moving into this resort from other 
towns and making preparations to 
open gaming establishments which 
have been closed for some time. 

In a political coup executed Fri- 
day (22) at the City Commission 
meeting, Mayor Tom Taggart was 
suddenly shorn of most of his power 
of office. The Mayor, who was away 
from the city at the time of the 
meeting, loses control of the police 
department, recorder’s court, adver- 
tising and publicity departments of 
the city. 

Reports are also current that bingo 
parlors, closed for nearly two years 
after raids by Mayor Taggart, would 
be re-licensed and re-opened imme- 
diately. One operator of a swank 
boardwalk bingo parlor has been 
| paying $10,000 a year rental for past 
three years, awaiting the reopening. 
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It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. F 


Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today. Buy them 
every day if you can. But 
buy them on a regular basis. 


Army-Navy Relief 
Collections Will 
Exceed $2,000,000 


Late returns from al! parts of the 
country indicate that the Army- 
Navy Relief drive will top collee- 
tions during the March of Dimes 
campaign by a big margin, according 
to Harry Brandt, co-chairman, with 
Nicholas M. Schenck, of the drive. 
In some quarters estimates are that 
the Army-Navy theatre collection 
will be well over $2,000,000 as com- 
pared with approximately $1,300,000 
for the President's infantile paralysis 
fund, 








On Monday (25) Army-Navy 
Relief headquarters received 700 
checks from theatres. In the city 


of New York collections accounted 
for, totalled over $500,000 as com- 
pared with $400,000 for the March of 
Dimes in the same territory. 

Farlier reports last week were to 


(Continued on page 20) 


Sheridan as Tex Guinan 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Ann Sheridan draws the title role 
in the pictured life of Texas Guinan 
at Paramount, through a talent trade 
by which Warners acquires the serv- 
ices of Fred MacMurray for ‘Prin- 
cess O'Rourke.’ 

Paramount is a familiar spot to 
Miss Sheridan, who was introduced 
to Hollywood by that studio as the 
winner of a ‘Search For Beauty’ 

















ABBOTT and 
“There Is something ever fresh and bouncy about them .. . they still 
can knock an audience in the aisles.” Louise Levitas, PM, New York. 


Currently on National Release 
—in— 
M-G-M’s ‘RIO-RITA’ 


contest in 1933. 
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so hard my mother lest 10 pounds. 


to closing spot—and, I won! 
Being on next to closing was like 


only one who didn’t sing a mediey. 


it,’ said Maxie. 
month?’ 


ing the commas in the lyric of the 


Groucho Marx really distinguished himself at the show. 





THE BERLE-ING POINT 


By Milton Berle 





Hollywood, May 26. 


While in San Francisco to m.c. Winchell’s Navy Relief show, worked 
Before the show Jolson was playing Cantor gin-rummy for the next 


trying to follow General MacArthur! 
He was the 


Observations 
Maxie Rosenbloom was showing his home to Cary Grant. 


‘Nice, isn’t 


‘Sure is.’ said Cary, ‘how much rent do you owe a 


Clyde McCoy’s unhappy. The Government gave him a ration card and = 
he can only play ‘Sugar Blues’ a lump at a time! 
Carmen Lombardo found out why he was a vibrate, He'd been sing. 


tunes. 


Went to the girls’ softball game and the girl pitcher was disqualified 
for using a ball with a two-way stretch! 





Bway in a Dimout 





Kid Bojangles 


Milwaukee, May 26. 

Bill Robinson, topping the cur- 
rent Riverside bill, celebrated 
his 64th birthday Monday (25) 
by duplicating his widely pub- 
licized Broadway stunt of recent 
memory. Preceded by a sound 
truck and a police escort, the 
Harlem idol danced 20 blocks 
down Wisconsin avenue, the 
town’s main stem, and finished 
his trek at the Vjctory window 
of the Boston Store, where he 
jumped in and gold war bonds 
until matinee time. 

A big birthday party on the 
stage following Bojangles’ last 
night show was highlighted by a 
congratulatory wire from Shir- 
ley Temple, who he says is still 
his prize pupil. 


7. 
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Bob Burns’ Brother’s 
Idea: Medals for War 


Workers in Home Front 





Detroit, May 26. 

Farrar Burns, brother of Bob, has 
settled down here ‘to pin spiritual 
medals on war workers.’ It looks 
like he is going to find a sponsor for 
| his personal campaign to build 
morale among the guys in the de- 
fense plants with the Michigan 
Manufacturers’ Association looming 
|up as his backer. 


| Farrar, who is a dead-ringer for 





| his brother Bob (‘Bazooka’) Burns, | 


|in Arkansas twang and looks (they 
| trouped together once) got the idea 
| that plenty of medals are being 
| pinned on the soldiers but there 
aren’t any medals for the men fight- 
ing the production war, often called 
‘the second line of defense.’ 


His idea is that he will 
around the 100 or more defense 
plants here during lunch hours, 
entertain—he’s got his own tune for 
the guitar, ‘We've Hitched Our 
Wagon to 48 Stars’—and will pin 
the imaginary medals on workers 
singled out by their fellows as the 
top workers. It may grow into 
actual medals with the Manufac- 
turers organization figuring it isn’t 
a bad device for whipping up pro- 
duction pleasantly. 


Burns said he figured ‘the war 
will be won within 50 miles of 
Detroit’ and that he could help as a 
morale booster, 


travel 





A.&C.’s BOND TOUR 


33 Stands in 38 Days—Radie Pack- 
age Deal Pends 








Hollywood, May 26, 

Abbott & Costello start their war 
bond sales tour for the Treasury 
Dept. Aug. 1 in Salt Lake City. 
Tour of 33 towns is to be covered 
in 38 days, and ends in Phoenix 
Sept. 18. They will hold rallies in 
ball parks and auditoriums, 

Eddie Sherman’s radio package, 
with A. & C., Andrews Sisters, a 
name band emcee and a guest star 
has four clients bidding. The Lever 
Bros. soap deal is cooling as the 
comics won't accept Lifebuoy. A 
cigaret account is the hottest con- 
tender for next fall. Bands on the 
show will be those playing the Pal- 
ladium, assuring program top outfits. 





| 





No Gay White Way: 
Amus. Editor Calls It a 


Ghost Alley 


By Harry Martin 


(Amusements Editor, Memphis Come 
mercial-Appeal) 








Memphis, May 26, 

There just ain’t no such animal 
as Broadway in a blackout. We saw 
it last week for ourself and we still 
don’t believe it. 

Man and boy, we’ve been making 
it up to New York for upwards of 
15 years, sometimes once a season, 
more recently three or four times a 
year, and we'll be dimmed if ever 
the likes of tonight’s Times Square 
dawned on our imagination. 

The Main Stem is a ghost alley, 
Mazda lane has shot its watis, and 
Gotham has got about as much in- 
candescent appeal as Sally Rand in 
a Mother Hubbard and hip boots. 

We'd been reading about it all in 
the papers. But a fellow who al- 
ways thrills to that first, quick, 
breathless sight of the Square after 
being away from Broadway, even 
for a few weeks, can scarcely grasp 
the scene from what he peruses in 
cold linotype. There just aren't 
words to encompass the shock. 

There it was, in all its shadowy 
substance, like a woman trapped be- 
tween mud baths sans makeup and 
girdle. The Astor, Loew's State, the 
Paramount—they were there, all- 
right. So what? Where's their col- 
lective spell without lights? The 
Wrigley sign doesn’t wriggle, the 
marquees make no mark on the 

(Continued on page 22) 


30 YEARS OF NEWSREEL 
” CLIPS PACE U. S. MARCH 


Hollywood, May 26 
‘Divided We Fall,’ a _ full-length 
documentary film made up of clips 
| from newsreels over a period of 30 
| years, will be released by Fox 
Movietone as part of the regular 
|20th-Fox program for 1942-43. 
Picture will combine prominent 
events and personalities into a pat- 
tern showing American progress. 














Warners’ ‘Salute’ 

Warners is combining three Tech. 
nicolor service shorts in a 60-minute 
feature titled ‘A Salute to the Armed 
Forces,’ going into release around 
May 25. 

Compilations will be drawn from 
| Seven WB service shorts dealing 
| with Army, Navy and Marines. 


Bioging Marie Dressler 


Hollywood, May 26. 

David O. Selznick is going to film 
‘The Life of Marie Dressler.’ Al- 
though no definite work has been 
done, the producer registered the 
title with the Hays office. 

Writers will be assigned shortly 
to develop the highlights in the 
career of the noted comedienne. 











— 


Now a Pop Song 

‘We're On God's Side’ is the latest 
song inspired by the war, written 
by Clarence Gaskill and Clarence 
Williams, latter the colored pub- 
lisher-composer. 

Phrase, when uttered by Pvt. Joe 
Lewis at the benefit for the Navy 
Relief Fund at Madison Square Gar- 
den in March, got considerable press 
attention. 
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CAN'T RETREAD ACTORS 


Never has there been an actor who hasn’t been an easy 


mark for a benefit. That’s no 
enerous. It’s something in wh 
rightly so. And now, with the 


t being a sucker; that’s being 
ich the profession.glories. And 
charities and causes all closely 


tied up with the war effort, actors are even more willing— 
actually anxious—to donate their time and talents to doing 
what they can to help their country. 


The situation, however, is 


rapidly becoming ridiculous. 


Twenty members of the Oshkosh Saturday Literary Associa- 
tion don’t need to be entertained by 13 actors just because their 
subject for the week is Navy Relief. Nor do 300 Peorians at 


a dance for the benefit of the 
times the money that the dance 
_ad infinitum, for that’s what ma 


do. 


USO require talent worth 10 
can possibly raise. And so on, 
ny actors are being called on to 


This waste of professional talent must be stopped just as 


waste of rubber or gas or aluminum has been stopped. 


For 


talent is a commodity equally hard to replace. And it can be 
just as important to the war effort. 


First things must come first, 


and performers must be saved 


for first things. They should be called on only when the pros- 
pective attendance at an event is commensurate with the time 
and talent donated. If actors are to be called on to appear at 
every one of the hundreds of local affairs for USO, Army and 
Navy Relief, bond sales, Civilian Defense, etc., it will be ob- 


viously impossible for them to 
important events of this nature. 


make appearances at the big, 


Talent, it must be remembered, can be dissipated in two 
ways. It can be worn out physically, like an old tire, and it can 
have its value as an attraction worn out by being seen too fre- 


quently. Ice cream doesn’t me 


an anything to a kid who’s al- 


ways had as much as he wanted, and an actor won’t mean any- 


thing to a public that’s seen too 


To avoid that dissipation, and 
Hollywood Victory Committee 


many actors for free. 


for the protection of talent, the 
has been set up on the.Coast 


and the United Theatrical War Activities Committee in New 


York. 


As determinedly as they have been trying, however, 


they can’t seem to avoid a great’ overlapping of calls from vari- 
ous Government agencies and special groups, 


Better timing of drives to avoid repetition of the current jam 
is no doubt something that can be expected next year. More 
stringent coordination of the use of performers, however, can 


be done at once. 


If it isn’t, dissipation of talent is certainly 


going to work to the disadvantage of everyone. As Bert Lytell, 


president of Equity, remarked: 


‘I am afraid we will have to get priorities for actors, because 
if we can’t have them retreaded they will never last the season. 





H'wood Sunday Night Blackout 


Real B.0. Blues; Other Keys NSB 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Theatre managers had reason to 
sing the Blackout Blues Sunday 
(24) night. ‘Lights Out’ command 
came at 8:55 p.m. just before the 
break for the last show and lasted 
for 50 minutes. 

Post-blackout effects also worry 
managers, as theatregoers have 
fallen into the habit of sticking close 
to home for a few days after a 
blackout, which is reflected in skid- 
ding grosses. 

Those in the theatres Sunday 
stuck it out until the all clear was 





Tuchinsky Sees Carnegie 
With Cooling Plant Ideal 
For Operetta Production 


Joseph Tuchinsky, conductor, is 
carrying on negotiations with Grace 
Moore and Alan Jones in an attempt 
to persuade the soprano and tenor 
to appear in the ‘Chocolate Soldier’ 
at Carnegie Hall for a run beginning 
June 15. 








announced. 

Full effect of the dimout along 
350 miles of Southern California 
Coastline has not yet been felt as 
pier concessionaires and 
Operators at beach resorts are await- 
ing specific orders on what to do. 
Weekend activity was little dimin- 
ished as lighting from Malibu to 
Long Beach lacked little of its nor- 
inal brilliance. However, the mili- 
tary is expected to crack down hard 
this week, with expectancy the en- 
tire shoreline will be put under dim- 
mers so that no illumination will be 
allowed that throws light oceanward. 
Coast stretch from San Diego to 
Long Beach was under dimout re- 
Strictions over the weekend, with 
theatres and other amusement cen- 
ters noting little slack in trade. 

Not to be caught unawares, amuse- 
ment operators in the affected area 
are experimenting with umbrellas 
and other shading devices to come 

(Continued on page 16) 


theatre | 


+h 
tli 


| air-condition e Hall and to re- 
|move three rows of orchestra seats 
|for a pit. 

He plans to play his operetta at a 
$2.75 top seven times weekly, feel- 
ing he can gross $27,000 on capacity 
houses. If the prospective Moore- 
Jones run were successful, he plans 
to follow with ‘Blossom Time’ with 
John Charles Thomas. Only ques- 
tion is whether Miss Moore will be 
willing to appear. 





6 Comebackers 
Hollywood, May 26. 


Republic studio, once the scene 
of Mack Sennett’s early films, is 
using six of his old stars and fea- 
tured players in current pictures. 

Half-dozen are Chester Conklin, 
Heine Conklin, Neal Burns, Charlie 
Nimbo, Connie Henley and George 
Ovey. 





MAY BE OTOPPED 


High Officials Think Army- 
Navy Relief Should Be 
Provided by Special Gov’t 
Appropriations — Note 
Generous Public Response 
in Theatre Campaigns and 
by Showfolk, but... 








RED CROSS FRICTION 





Washington, May 26. 
While the response of the Amer- 
ican public to appeals for the Army 
and Navy Emergency Relief funds 
has been unusually generous, there 
is a definite movement here to take 
these agencies out of the appeal class 


and sustain them in future by fed- 
eral appropriations. This is no re- 
flection on show biz’s generous aid. 


High officials in the War Depart- 
ment, and some in the Navy, look 
upon the service covered by the 
agencies as a function which should 
be properly met out of official appro- 
priation budgets. The American peo- 
ple have not only opened both their 
hearts and pocketbooks to these 
semi-official fund Solicitations, but 


(Continued on page 25) 


JOE WEBER 
DIED BROKE 


Joe Weber (and Fields), who died 
recently in Hollywood at 74, was 
buried by the Actors Fund. It was 
generally believed that he had car- 
ried on successfully in a financial 
way, but it is significant that the 
Fund does not pay for funerals when 
the estates of deceased show people 
are sufficient to take care of such 
costs. The Fund also forwarded 
money to defray the cost of trans- 
fusions, but when the check ar- 
rived Weber had passed away. 











The conductor proposes to | 


|That’s Bob Hope’s View After Playing Some 50 Army 
Posts i 


months before his former team-mate, 
comment was revived that Weber 
handled his business affairs more 
adroitly and made considerably 
more money in productions in which 
Fields was not interested. Weber, 
however, lost money in realty deals, 
the same reason why so many other 
managers, one in the big money, died 
broke. 

Weber was once immensely 
wealthy and controlled most of the 
Broadway block between 28th and 
29th streets where the Weber and 


(Continued on page 16) 
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BFLIFF. DRI VFS (Closer Anglo-American Cooperation 


In the War Propaganda Film Effort 
Is Express Mission of S. L. Bernstem 








When Lew Fields died about nine | 


|Show breaks in in San Diego June 





ithe DeMarcos, 


ialsu go into the show, 


¥ 


Laurie’s Cohan Crack 


Joe Laurie, Jr.. saw a sneak 
preview of ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ and wheezed: 

‘After 32 years of imperson- 
ating George M. Cohan, looks 
like Dave Mallen better start 
doing Jimmy Cagney now.’ 

(Mallen is w.k. in show biz for 
his Cohanesque takeoffs). 


HWOOD 10 WOO 
LATINS VIA DX 











Picture company executives i{n 
N. Y. and the Coast have been in- 
formed of the all-out effort beiny 
lined up for shortwave broadcasts 
to the Latin-Americas by the Office 
of the Coordinator of Inter-Amer- 
ican Affairs. They believe that 
nearly every Hollywood star will be 
called on to participate in the future 
on such broadcasts. The stars are 
to be cleared through the Victory 
and Jock Whitney committees. 

Only snag thus far encountered in 
the move to enlist all film stars in 
the shortwave program is that one 
cr two major companies feel they 
could do the job more effectively 
by their own shortwave setup. One 
company in particular is convinced 
that one of its own shows to the 
Latin-American market would do 
muore for it and Pan-American good- 
will than several of the contem- 
plated programs. A couple of major 
cumpanies have been working out 
their own plans for such shortwave 
broadcasts for about two months, 


JESSEL TO TOP COAST 
2-A-DAY VAUDE SHOW 


Having folded his ‘High Kickers’ 
in Chicago, George Jessel has left 
for the Coast to open a two-a-day 
vaudeville policy for Paul Small. 








8 and opens at the Biltmore, Los 
Angeles, June 10. With Jack Haley, 
Con Colleano, Lu- 
cienne and Ashour, Ella Logan, Buck 
and Bubbles, Jessel will inaugurate 
the bigtime vaudeville ‘revival’ in 
the film belt. Kitty Carlisle may 


Jessel picked up Lois Andrews, his 
wife, in Cincinnati, where she just 
closed at Glen’s Rendezvous, and 
both proceeded to the Coast to see 

(Continued on page 16) 

















Soldiers Must Get More Entertainment | 


| — ———— 


— 


Atlanta, May 26. 

‘The boys in our Army camps can 
do with plenty of entertainment... 
and they’re not getting any too 
much,’ Bob Hope declared upon ar- 
| rival in Atlanta for his regular Tues- 
day night show, which this week was 
aired from Atlanta Naval Reserve 
Aviation Base. Hope has visited 
more than 50 camps, and brought his 
entire troupe—Jerry Colonna, 
Frances Langford, Barbara Jo Allen 
(Vera Vague) and Skinnay Ennis’ 
band. He will remain on tour until 
late in June. 

Example of tough schedule Hope 
crew is following indicated by last 
week-end, which was typical. Planed 
into Atlanta from New Orleans Fri- 
day for preliminary conference with 








proving at the Hollywood Hospital 


ment 
pneumonia. 


| 
—_ | 


| 


1] 
Bobby Jones, his Tuesday night | | 


guest. Planed out again Saturday for | || 


a show for Maxwell Field, Ala. 
(Montgomery) cadets that night, 
then back to Atlanta for rehearsal | 
Monday of Tuesday’s airshow. {| 

Gang includes staff of five writers. | 





John Barrymore Better 


Hollywood, May 26. 
John Barrymore is reported im- 


where he was confinedga week ago 
with chronic liver and kidney ail- 
complicated by hypostatic 


He is believed out of danger. 





Arrangement of an interchange of 
film directors between the United 
States and England is one of the 
principal purposes of his visit to this 
country, Sidney L. Bernstein re- 
vealed on his arrival in New York 
from London last week. English 
theatre chain exec is in the U. S. as 


a rep of the British Ministry of In- 
formation, for which he has served 
as adviser in the film section for the 
past two years. He's head of the 
Granada Chain. 


Bernstein plans a trip to Holly- 
wood shortly to talk the directerial 
exchange over with a number of 
American meggers who have indi- 
cated a desire in the past to visit 
England. He also has with him a 
list of British directors who would 
be interchanged for the Americans, 

‘Purpose of the interchange,’ ex-- 
plained Bernstein, ‘is to give each 
country a greater knowledge of what 
the other is doing in the war effort 
We believe that an American direc- 
tor arriving in England will have a 
better idea of what the folks back 
home will find new and interesting 
about us than the MOI, which has 
for so long been so close to the 
scene, could possibly have. And the 


(Continued on page 55) 


HUBBELL ROBINSON 
DUE IN HOLLYWOOD 


Hubbell Robinson, Jr., of Young & 
Rubicam, leaves for Hollywood this 
week to work on the details of the 
Tommy Riggs show which will 
serve as summer pinchhitter for the 
Burns and Allen program (Swan 
Soap). He will be gone about six 
weeks. 

B & A quit their Tuesday spot on 
NBC June 30 and it is proposed to 
bring them back in October, al- 
though no renewal or contract has 
as yet been consummated. Account 
has until June 30 to act. 
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Father Duffy Canteen (Mobile) 


Doing a Quiet 


By JOE SCHOENFELD 


Each night in New York another 
phase of the show world’s all-out 
effort in behalf of U. S. servicemen 
is literally trundling its way un- 
heralded into a permanent niche in 
the affectiOms of soldiers and sailors. 
‘This is the Father Duffy Canteen of 
the USAAC Emergency Ambulance 
Corps, of which Gertrude Lawrence 
is the femme head and Alan Corelli, 
of Theatre Authority, the ‘Colonel.’ 

Broadway has its American The- 
atre Wing’s Stage Door Canteen in 
the former Little Club, where sol- 
diers on leave gather for nightly 
festivities, but the mobile Father 
Duffy Canteen, a made-over luxury 
trailer, carries its warm hospitality 
to the men, To sidestreet garages 
and former office buildings, now 
housing Negro soldiers guarding the 
city’s waterfront; to the armories. 
where N. Y.’s volunteer guard and 
some Navy men are on watch, and 
finally to the Battery, to meet the 
soldiers at 3 a.m. making the last 
boat to their barracks on Governor's 
Island, the Canteen dispenses an ap- 
petizing array of sarfdwiches, fruit, 
candies, coffee and milk in the early 
hours of the morning. 

It’s the only mobile canteen of its 
type in the country where the sol- 
diers and sailors walk up and get 
what they want (within reason, of 
course) without having to dig for 
coin, A ride with the Canteen crew 
is the convincer ‘that it’s an entirely 
new service for the servicemen; most 
of them first ask the price of the 
sandwiches, etc. When told it’s for 
free, some of them whistle disbelief 
and, after they’re convinced, they 
can’t understand why other so-called 
charity canteens make a charge. This 
is especially true at the Battery, 
where the boys are charged nominal 
prices at another canteen that’s open 
daytimes and early evenings. 

Corelli’s Idea 

Whole idea of the USAAC Emer- 
gency Corps is Corelli's and he was 
elso instrumental in setting up the 
‘Father Duffy Canteen, but also doing 
yeoman work in the latter’s behalf 
are several femmes from the show 
biz. Gertrude Lawrence is one; an- 
other is Mrs. Alan Corelli. Mrs. Lou 
Randall, wife of the theatrical at- 
torney, is likewise prominently con- 
cerned, as are Dorothy Hirsch, of 
‘Variety,’ and Mrs. Ben Marden. 

They roll out with the Canteen 
every night near midnight, after 
spending the early evening hours 
fixing the sandwiches at Reuben’s 
Restaurant, where Arnold Reuben 
donates the kitchen facilities along 
with some of the foodstuffs. Milk 
for Canteen has been purchased for 

(Continued on page 54) 


F.D.R. BIRTHDAY FETE 
NETTED $94,000 IN D.C. 


Washington, May 26. 

With all bills audited and paid, 
Washington Committee for the Cele- 
bration of the President’s birthday 
announces that the January 30 fete 
netted $94,000, setting new high rec- 
ord. Credit goes to Hollywood, 
which provided 18 stars for the 
round of merriment. 

National Foundation Infantile Pa- 
Tralysis gets $47,000 with the remain- 
der alloted to the local chapter. 
Theatres contributed $12,000 of this 
amount, apart from sums contrib- 
uted in March of Dimes collections. 











LUCY MONROE’S TOUR 


After 11,000 Miles, Slated for 
Cemmunity Sings in N. Y. 


Six 





Lucy Monroe arrived in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday) following the 
first leg of a nationwide community 
ging tour under sponsorship of the 
Treasury Department and RCA- 
Victor. Miss Monroe had traveled 
11,000 miles since March 4, conduct- 
ing 12 sings attended by 88,000 peo- 
ple. They were all in the south. 

She'll conduct six sings in the New 
York area during the next month, 
the first one in Central Park June 7. 
‘That will be followed by one in each 
borough to choose the best school 
child singer, with prizes of $1,400 in 
bonds donated by Miss Monroe. 

Each of the sings includes sales 
talk for bonds and an induction cere- 
mony of men about to leave for the 
Army. All expenses are being paid 
by RCA-Victor, of which Miss Mon- 
‘ £0¢ is ‘Director of Patriotic Music.’ 


But Great War Job 


500,000 Entries 


Indicative of the volume of 
extra work which distributors 
assume in handling Government 
shorts is estimate that approxi- 
mately 500,000 bookkeeping en- 
tries have to be made for each 
short. This is based on servicing 
of 10,000 accounts. 

In addition there is the cost 
of distribution, which film in- 
dustry has assumed, 


ARTHUR LOEW AT 46 
TRYING TO ENLIST 


Arthur. Loew, Metro’s foreign 
sales manager, is understood to be 
making arrangements to go into ser- 
vice, according to his friends. Al- 
though around 46 years old, Loew 
has been trying to join the colors in 
some capacity for many weeks. He 
is a licensed airplane pilot, and may 
obtain a spot in the U. S. Army Air 
Corps. 

As a member of the administrative 
committee of the Junior Air Train- 
ing Corps of America, Loew has 
been closely identified with the 
movement to prepare high school 
students for duty in air branch of 
the _ service. This organization, 
which has counterparts in, Canada 
and England, teaches high school 
youths many fundamentals of avia- 
tion so they may be more valuable 
to the nation‘when called into ac- 
tive war service. 


Coral Sea Battle Pix 
En Route from Aussie 


Some of the best films of this or 
any war are currently on their way 
to this country from Australia, it 
is believed. Pictures are of the Coral 
Sea battle, made from U. S. Navy 
ships and planes. They have been 
delayed in clearing through censor- 
ship in Australia. 

According to dispatches from Aus- 
tralia ‘one of the most astounding 
photographic scoops on record’ was 
made from American bombers dur- 
ing one phase of the titanic sea bat- 
tle. At least 500 planes are said to 
have taken part, with both sides 
using torpedo carriers and dive 
bombers. Sky was perfectly cloud- 
less. 

Austalian dispatches say that one 
shot shows six Jap warships, includ- 
ing two plane carriers, weaving a 
pattern of white circles against the 
background of deep blue sea. Each 
Jap ship is dodging American bombs 
in different directions. 

It is not clear yet how much of 
the shooting was by motion picture 
and how much by still cameras. 
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Quantico Needs Filmers 
Quantico, Va., May 26. 
Photographic section of the Marine 
Corps here, which already holds a 
number of Holly woodians, needs more 
technicians — soundmen, _ cut- 
ters, cameramen, lab workers, libra- 


film 


in Spanish for the Latin-American 
countries. The Officer in Charge 
Marine Corps Photographic Section, 
M.M.S., invites Hollywood writers, 
cutters and technicians eligible for 
enlistment to write giving marital 
status, age, qualifications, experience, 
educational background and refer- 
ences. 


Incidentally, Charles Ackerman, 
former film editor for Columbia Pic- 
tures and son of Irving C. Ackerman, 
the San Francisco showman, is sta- 
tioned here. 





Clark Robinson in Air Corps 


Clark Robinson, the stager, has 
been commissioned a captain in the 
U. S. Army Air Corps and he’s now 
stationed at the Rome, N. Y., air- 
field. » 


Another from show biz to recently 


get a commission in the Air Corps 
is Bill Savage, RKO attorney, who 














: apes | the Army June 4. 
rians, etc.— because within a year | 


this base will be making sound films | 
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WILLIE HOW 


12th successful week, “Priorities of 
1942” at the 46th Street Theatre, 
New York. 
“Willie Howard is one of the 
great comedians of his time.” 
RICHARD WATTS, JR., 
4 Herald Tribune. 








Atlanta Is Southern 


Mecca of Soldiers 

. oo . 
Seeking Diversion 

By CAPT. BARNEY OLDFIELD 

Atlanta, Ga., May 26. 
Georgia, as a state, probably has 
more training establishments of all 
kinds per capita than any other state 
in the union. It also has more towns 
full of milling soldiers with very lit- 
tle. to do if they stay in the immedi- 

ate vicinity of their home station. 
Atlanta and its amusement centers 
thus become the military mecca of 


hundreds of men as soon as com- 
mandants of various posts let down 





the Saturday bars and _ permit 
junkets to the central Georgian 
metropolis. 


Atlanta is a good-sized town and 
is prone itself to have its flings on 
the weekends. Theatres keep grind- 
ing after 2 p.m. on the Sabbath, but 
the hotels shut their niteries. 

Points of main soldier interest 
seem to be the Ansley and Henry 
Grady rooms, Rainbow Roof and 
Paradise, respectively, plus the Para- 
dise nitery. 

There is any number of small 
drinkeries, and the usual quota of 
taverns, all drawing on their quota 
of cheap-goodtime seekers. 

The surprise is probably the Capi- 
tal theatre, Lucas & Jenkins house, 
managed by Earl Holden, which has 
a girl show every week on the stage. 
Holden says he doesn’t think, even 
with half price tickets, that the audi- 
ence is ever more than 5% uni- 
formed. Can't figure it out, he says, 
unless if they have a girl and are 


}shew bound, they’d rather take a 
| dark picture house for hand-holding. 


Nobody in Atlanta will estimate 
how much money falls into the 
coffers here each week from soldiers, 
but the bulk of it is spent at the 
hotels, certainly. 


94444444 


Uncle Sam's Roll Call 
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is now a major and stationed at 
Wright Field, Dayton. 

Bill Barr, radio writer, was last 
week inducted at Fort Dix, New 


Jersey, as a buck private. 


Joseph Gould, press book editor | 


for United Artists and president of 
the Screen Publicists Guild, enters 
He holds a sec- 
ond lieutenant’s commission in the 


reserve. 


and a member of the War Activities 
Committee, 

Raymond Katz, traffic manager of 
Station WHN, N. Y., U. S. Navy. 
Arthur Weill, formerly of the sta- 
tion’s accounting department, takes 
over. 





Capt. Bill O’Brien Now 

Bill O’Brien, former head of Pathe 
News in Europe and now with the 
Col. Donovan office (COI), has been 
commissioned a captain in the Air 
Corps. 

O’Brien meantime is still with the 
COI, on a visit to Hollywood for 
propaganda newsreel purposes. 

Emcee-dancer Billy Reed, now 
Y2C, U. S. Naval Air Station, Miami, 

(Continued on page 22) 





OTHER WAR NEWS 
on page 23. 


By George 
For the Flag, For the Home, 


‘For the Flag, For the Home, For the Family’ 





M. Cohan 
For the Family. 





For the parchment that Hancock signed, 
For the end, for the end of the enemy, 
Mister Yankee Doodle’s absolutely made up his mind. 


Tell the world that the Yankees are at bat, 
For the Flag, For the Home, For the Family, 
Tell the world that the feather’s in his hat, 
For the future of all mankind. 


(Copyright, Geo. M. Cohan. Published by Jerry Vogel Music Co.) 





— 
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Sure Cure 





Army, it has been learned, has 
developed a technique for han- 
dling cases of either enlisted 
men or officers suspected of 
carrying on at least part of their 
former business activities despite 
their presence in the ranks. In- 
cluded in the category are a 
number of show biz and literati 
figures, 

Rather than make any direct 
charges, with all the complica- 
tions of an investigation, the 
Army merely shifts the person- 
nel to Alaska, Hawaii or some 
distant part of the U. S., from 
which it is sure very little per- 
sonal business can be conducted. 


JEAN ARTHUR SET FOR 
2 WKS. OF CAMP SHOWS 


Jean Arthur will do a two-week 
tour of Army and Navy posts in 
June under USO-Camp Shows, Inc. 
auspices. Marlene Dietrich recently 
completed a round of the camps, 
with the Three Stooges now out and 
Ben Bernie about to go. 


Abe Lastfogel, CSI chieftain, is 
aiming to have the Hollywood Vic- 
tory Committee line up a whole 
bevy of stars to go out with Camp 
Shows units after June 15. Summer 
troupes are only now starting out 
and Lastfogel wants them to get set 
before adding the name players, 


Hal Block, comedy writer, is cur- 
rently whipping up material for Miss 
Arthur and rehearsing her in it. He 
also prepared the dialog for Miss 
Dietrich, Rosalind Russell and other 
name players who have toured the 
camps. 


eur orn 
+ N.Y. Canteen Capers 


, (44th St. Theatre Bldg., N. Y.) 
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By RADIE HARRIS 
(Chairman, Entertainment Committee.) 

At the Barter Theatre Luncheon. 
when the Canteen was opened to the 
public for the first time (at $3 a gan- 
der), the First Lady of the Land 
presented one of the first ladies of 
the theatre, Mildred Natwick, with a 
ham, and a mountainside in Abing- 
don, Va. 

As she was leaving, Miss Natwick 
Was approached by a producer of a 
flop show, who asked, ‘How’s your 
ham?’ 














+++» 





| sotto voce, ‘How’s your turkey?’ 


| French in the British Navy, who had 
a harrowing escape across the Chan- 


He is chairman of the in- | 
dustry’s Film War Service Council | 


\ly woman To the delighted boy and 





‘Fine,’ was her retort: and then, 





A Belgian, now with the Free 


nel, arrived at the Canteen the other 
night, slightly handicapped because 
his English was limited to a few 
phrases. 

One of the hostesses, aware of his 
bewilderment, came to his rescue by 
introducing him to a beautiful elder- 


to most of his buddies her face was 
an unfamiliar one. But to Christie 
MacDonald, Fritzi Scheff, Charlotte 
Ives and others, whose memories of 
the theatre go back to the glamorous 
past, she was a name to treasure— 
Olga Petrova. 





Fran Bourke, one of the Senior 
Hostesses, approached a young sailor 
boy sitting Slone at a table and asked 
if he wouldn’t like a Junior Hostess 
to keep him company, 

‘No, thank you,’ he answered po- 
litely. ‘I am saving this chair for 
my father.’ 

And sure enough in a few seconds 
an elderly man, also a plain blue- 
jacket, arrived and greeted him af- 

(Continued on page 23) 





Ft. Monmouth Uncovers Plenty Talent 
In Special Production for Irving Berlin 





By PYT. IRVING LAZAR 
Fort Monmouth, N. J., May 26. 


Last night (Monday), an all-soldier 
show was presented at Fort Mon. 
mouth, titled ‘Irving Berlin Meets 
the Buddies.’ It was slightly over- 
long, but the reason for the presen- 
tation of about 25 numbers was to 
show Irving Berlin and Set. Ezra 
Stone, who were in the audience. as 
much of the theatrical talent as hap- 
pens to be located at Fort Monmouth 
at the moment. Considering the con- 
tinual shifting of soldiers, the talent 
turnout was excellent. 


In the production’s favor was an 
effort to dispense with the usual mas- 
ter of ceremonies; instead, the boys 
had several running gags throughout 
the show, each of which culminated 
in the placing of an announcement 
on an easel at one end of the stage. 
By the same token this was a weak 
part of the show, but still was pref- 
erable to an m.c. The lighting was 
smooth and the running order good. 

Show opened with the Post band 
playing ‘Any Bonds Today,’ followed 
with a takeoff on ‘Our Town,’ a sa- 
tire written and played in by Danny 
Webb, erstwhile Shubert alumni, 
consisting of a series of short coun- 
try scenes during a blackout, with 
fitting thrusts at the usual soldier 
nuisances such as long marches with 
heavy packs, k.p. duty, etc. These 
were well received. 

Then an octet sang an original song 
by Dick Lewine, recruit from Tin 
Pan Alley, called “Where Do We 
Come From,’ following with a Berlin 
medley consisting of ‘Easter Bonnet’ 
and ‘A Pretty Girl Is Like a Melody.’ 
This segued into series of vaudeville 
turns featuring Larry Weeks, trick 
juggler, out of vaudeville; Donald 
Rigney, former vocalist with Horace 
Heidt, who sang “Tangerine’ straight, 
followed by Hal Steinberg, who sang 
the same tune in Donald Duck style. 
Another click singer was Meyer 
Guthertz. Lee Berg, Center theatre 
skater,. did a ballet tap routine, 
which went over, and the first half 
of the show was completed by Wally 
Glick, monologist, 

The outstanding click of the show 
was the Allan Brothers, also from 
vaude. Three lads are physical 

(Continued on page 22) 





L.A. to N. Y. 


James Burke. 
James Cagney. 
Jeanne Cagney. 

Mrs. William Cagney. 
Dudley Digges. 
Homer Fickett, 
Donald Friede. 
Paulette Goddard. 
James R. Grainger. 
William K. Hopkins. 
Alan Ladd. 

Lou Levy. 

George McCalL 
Ralph Murphy. 
Lynn Overman. 
George Raft. 

Edwin Schallert. 
Elza Schaliert. 

Abe Schecter 
Martha Scott. 
Charlies Sherman, 
Jimmy Starr. 

Don Stauffer, 

Hal B. Wallis. 
Lieut. Col. J. L. Warner. 
Walter Winchell. 
Sam Zimbalist. 





N. Y. to L.A. 


A. M. Botsford. 
Tom Conners, 

Hal Horne. 

Lois Andrews Jessel. 
George Jessel. 
Robert Lee. 

Tom Lewis. 

Myron McCormick. 
Hubbell Robinson, Jr. 
Spyroes Skouras. 
Charles Vanda. 
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"WOOD TOLD T0 CUT OR ELS 





hamesinil Taxes for March Yielded 
Uncle Sam a Very Fancy $13,612,638 








Washington, May 26. 

Marked increases all along the line 
carried the Federal Treasury’s rev- 
enue from show business and related 
amusements back near the fat holi- 
day season levels. Collections dur- 
ing April, reflecting March business 
volume, hit $13,612,638, a gain of 
$508,048 over the previous month's 
haul. 

Admissions were bullish for the 
second successive month and the 
yield from turnstiles was the third 
highest since the bite was made 
deeper last October. The 10% im- 
post brought $10,788,463, which was 
a rise of $196,008 over the March fig- 
ure and was topped only last Decem- 
ber and January. Due to the heavier 
tariff, the Treasury derived $5,161,- 
069 more from ticket buyers than 
in the same stanza of 1941. 

The running total for the year 
from admissions was carried to $42,- 
505,954, which is $16,695,438 more 
than was raked in—at lower rates— 
in the first four months last year. 
It’s only $900,000 shy of the Govern- 
ment’s grab for the full 12 months 
of 1940, the first year in which the 
tariff was upped to meet war costs. 

Desire to stock up before the manu- 
facturing comes to an end apparently 
continues to turn potential buyers of 
radios and phonographs into actual, 
spending customers. The take from 
this source went up again, after a 
one-month dip, and the 10% addi- 
tion to the list price yielded $2,113,- 
265. This isn’t any record, but it is 
$1,614,755 more than the Government 
snared in the same month a year ago 
at the old rate.and $67,241 ahead of 
the March figure. 

Phonograph record sales. also 
brought in more money, $7,715 more 
than was pocketed in March. Platter 
levy take rose to $142,941, the best 
figure recorded this year. Ditto 
with band instruments, which pro- 
duced $328,522, a rise of $95,141 over 
the prior month. 

Even the slot machines and bowl- 
ing alley operators (who pay license 
fees on an annual basis, rather than 
a percentage of the take) were more 
lucrative sources of income from the 
Government in April. The sale of 
certificates for jukeboxes, one-armed 
bandits, etc., brought in $207,726, a 


rise of $124,352, and the alley per- 
mits yielded $31,721, a gain of 
$11,611. 





GAS SHORTAGE CAUSES 
SALESMEN TO REVAMP 


Minneapolis, May 26. 

Revised schedules for this terri- 
tory’s film salesmen already are be- 
ing considered in order to meet an- 
ticipated gasoline rationing. Practi- 
cally all salesmen have been doing 
their entire traveling by automobile. 

As a starter, it’s expected that the 
salesmen will go on the road for 
two weeks and remain in town a 
similar period out of every month 
Now they’re in Minneapolis only on 
occasional weekends. 








Gluckman Appointed 
Schaefer Aide on WAC 


Herman Gluckman, in independent 
distribution for years in the New 
York and Philadelphia districts, has 
been named assistant to George J. 
Schaefer, on coordination in the dis- 
tribution of Victory Films, which 
are exhibited under the aegis of the 
War Activities Committee. 

Formerly controlling indie ex- 
changes, Gluckman was for several 
years holder of the N. Y. and Phil- 
adelphia franchises on Republic 
product. 


A. J. Michel Quits 20th 


A. John Michel, for 10 years 
financial consultant to the late Sid- 
ney R. Kent, has resigned from 20th- 
Fox to open his own office as finan- 
Cial-tax consultant. 

Michel at one time was comptrol- 
ler for Paramount, 





Par Saving Paper 


The economy and conservation 
program initjated at Paramount in- 
cludes a smaller letterhead, with two 
types planned. One will be one- 
half the regulation size while an- 
other corresponds to the dimensions 
utilized by most hotels. 

Additionally, type identifying Para- 
mount and its address, is to be much 
smaller, 


8 Pix Going At 
All Times New 
Policy At 20th 


Hollywood, May 286. 

Minimum of eight pictures before 
the lenses at all times is the sum- 
mer production policy at 20th-Fox. 
In keeping with this program of 
streamlined efficiency, the studio is 
sending 10 features into work within 
the next six weeks. Four of them 
are high-budgeters, ‘The Ox-Bow 
Incident,’ ‘The Meanest Man in the 
World,’ ‘The Night the World Shook’ 
and ‘Springtime in the Rockies.’ 

Meanwhile, Paramount is sustain- 
ing its high summer production ef- 
fort by tossing six pictures into 
work in June, although it has built 
up its biggest backlog of completed 
films. Starters for June are ‘No Time 
For Love,’ “The Crystal Ball,’ ‘Lost 
Canyon,’ ‘Star Spangled Rhythm,’ 
‘Interceptor Command’ and ‘For 
Whom the Bell Tolls.’ 


PAR’S PLAYER LIST AT 
YEAR’S PEAK WITH 105 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Contract player list at Paramount 
reached a new high for the year 
with 105 on the roster, 77 on the 
regular payroll and 28 on special pic- 
ture deals. 

















Patricia Morison and Virginia Dale 
are missing from the list and late 
additions are Bruce Cabot, Franchot 
Tone, Anne Rooney, Oscar Levant, 
Lorraine Miller, Barry Sullivan, 
Helen Walker, Frances Marie Burke 
and the Claude Thornhill orchestra. 





CHARITY IDEA NSG 





Distribs Don’t Favor Mixing Busi- 
ness With S*ntiment on Shorts 





tributors are hot in agreement with 
announced by Metro's 
in Atlantic City last 
of turning over to war 


the proposal, 
H. M. Richey 


(22), 


Friday 





or emergency charity the profits de- | 


lrived from the distribution of the 26 | 


|shorts based on subject matter sug- 
gested by Lowell Mellett. 


Point is made that business and 
charity shouldn’t mix, that producer- 
distributors should make cOntribu- 
tions to charities when necessary | 
and avoid creating a precedent by 
giving away profits from pictures. 
In addition, some company heads 
point out that executives could be 
questioned by shareholders for giv- 
ing away profits. 

In any event, problem of determ- 
ining costs of production and distri- 
bution to the satisfaction of exhibi- | 
tors still remains. Opinion among | 
exhibs is that the Mellett shorts, if | 
released on a commercial basis, will | 
have to be good to be bought in view 
of the fact that the free Government 
shorts are being given wide distribu- 
tion. 





TAY T0 WARD OFF 
GOV'T RATIONING 


Freeman Calls Emergency 
Meeting With Studio Guild 
Reps to Conterve Raw 
Stock—Transportation Fa- 
cilities May Be Pooled— 
Actors Must Rehearse 
More Carefully 








ONE MAJOR BALKS 





Hollywood, May 26. 

Producers Association called its 
members into solemn conclave today 
(Tues.) for emergency meeting with 
the reps of studio Guilds to con- 
sider means of conserving raw film 
stock. Group will be told by prexy 
Y. Frank Freeman that it’s up to the 
industry to voluntarily reduce the 
amount of celluloid used or suffer 
pain of having the Government slap 
on its own ceiling. Some time ago 
the War Production Board had made 
it evident that the motion picture 
industry would be allowed to get its 
house in order to fend off Govern- 
ment intrusion, 

All suggestions offered at meeting 
will be pooled and the most practic- 
able invoked, Producers have virtu- 
ally reached a decision to pool trans- 
portation facilities and open head- 
quarters both in Los Angeles and 
Hollywood. Only one major studio 
is balking at the pooling arrange- 
ment, but it will be forced to change 
its attitude when Government 
restrictions begin to pinch, 

Order now in effect provides rub- 
ber tired vehicles transporting prop- 
erty be prohibited from making a 
second call on the same place of busi- 
ness during any one day and exist- 
ing routes must be reduced 25% 
Service is also prohibited unless 
trucks are guaranteed a 100% load 
to destination and at least 75% re- 
turn load. 

Along film conservation lines it has 
been suggested directors make fewer 
retakes. Actors must rehearse more 
carefully to eliminate needless re- 
takes. Thus the possible elmination 
of some B pictures may be avoided, 
if the other measures are fully ap- 
| plied. 





$5,000 Ceiling on June 5 


Long-pending order halting theat- 
ricat construction costing more than 
$5,000 was issued in Washington by 
the War Production Board early this 
week, effective as of June 6, 

Theatre construction costing over 
$5,000 already under way may be 
given authorization allowing for com- 
pletion of buildings only if consid- 
ered essential. In this way amuse- 
ment enterprises previously under- 
taken in or near defense plant areas 
would get the green light. 

In non-essential areas uncompleted 
theatrical buildings would remain 
unfinished. Government would like- 





Some of the major producer-dis- | 


ly purchase unused materials on 
hand. 








Showdown on RKO Control June 3 
But Regardless of Outcome Over 


$5,000.00 Working Capital Needed 





Mustn’t Throw 


Hollywood, May 26. 


Bursts of temperament are out, 
as far as telephone conversa- 
tions are concerned, according to 
an edict issued by major studios. 
High-tension execs and low- 
salaried clerks who slam down 
the receiver in moments of 
wrath have been warned to stow 
their anger for the duration. 

War Production Board has 
prohibited the replacement of 
damaged phone equipment, and 
even the shifting of apparatus 
from one office to another, as 
long as the war lasts. 


Goldwyn's 1745% 
RKO Deal For 


His Pix Only 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Samuel Goldwyn has formally 
signed a new deal for the-release of 
his productions through RKO on a 
basis of 174%% of the gross, the 
same figure provided in his previ- 
ous contract. New pact runs for 
three years with yearly options on 
Goldwyn’s part. First picture to be 
released is the life story of Lou 
Gehrig, ‘Pride of the Yankees.’ 

For a time Goldwyn held out for 
a new arrangement which would 
give him the same terms for any 
picture he chose for RKO release, 
whether it was his own personal 
production or not, but finally signed 
under the old agreement. 

















UA’s Goldwyn Reissue 

Reissue of “The Real Glory,’ Gary 
Cooper starrer, made by Samuel 
Goldwyn in 1939, is hitting unusual 
grosses in a number of bookings 
throughout the country. It’s a story 
of Marines in the Philippines, 
deemed to be particularly timely 





; now. 


United Artists, which originally 
released the picture, is reissuing it 
for Goldwyn, although he has since 
gone over to RKO. 


RKO Solo’er for Fellowes 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Bob Fellowes, who recently left 
Warners after five years on the Bur- 
bank lot, checked in at RKO as a 
producer. 











Deal calls for one picture, still un- 
disclosed. 





Stagger Plan for Theatres to Ease 


Congestion of Buses and Trolleys 





Major circuit operators now have 
under consideration plans to stagger 
theatre openings and closings in me- 
| dium and small town situations 
| where gas rati oning and dimouts are 
| expected to affect attendance. 
| Usual 11-11.30 p.m. closings in 
| cities and towns, with limited sur- 
face car and bus transportation, has 
projected new problem for chain op- 
lerators. Sub-normal transportation 
' facilities, due to gas rationing, would 
tax street car and bus services be- 
}yond capacity in smaller cities, if 
audiences from all picture houses 
exit at the same time. 

Figured that too much inconve- 
| nience to patrons unable to get home 








within a reasonable time might sour 
former auto drivers on pictures. 
Stagger system, if adopted to coun- 
teract effects of gas rationing, would 
result in houses beginning to close 
from 10 or 10.15 p.m. 





Ann Harding’s Return 
Hollywood, May 26. 
Ann Harding, absent from the 
screen for several years, returned to 
face the cameras in ‘Eyes of the 
Night’ at Metro, with Edward Ar- 
nold, Donna Reed and Reginald 
Denny in the cast. 
Jack Chertok produces and Fred 








Showdown for control of Radio- 
Keith-Orpheum will be sought by 
various financial groups with the 
company, who have been maneuver- 
ing for position for a considerable 
time past. It will come to a head 
at the RKO stockholders’ meeting 
to be held at Dover, Del., on June 
3. 


Floyd Odlum (Atlas Corp.), has 
been consistently buying large blocks 
of RKO common, according to re- 
ports filed with the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission, and may, as 
previously reported in ‘Variety,’ 
emerge as the dominant factor in 
the company. Odlum has, from ac- 
counts, been seeking to obtain 51% 
of the outstanding common which 
would enable him to achieve major- 
ity representation on the board of 
directors. 


Also figuring oe in any 
change are Radio Corp. of America 
and the Rockefellers, with large 
holdings in RKO. 

On the outcome of the stockhold- 
ers’ vote will also hinge the aiti- 
tude to the current administration 
at RKO, with a possibility that some 
changes may be made, 

Film Prod. Financing 


Regardless of any shift in power 
to one group or the other, the prim- 
ary problem confronting any elected 
directorate will be the financing of 
new film production at the RKO 
studios. Prexy George J. Schaefer, 
in his annual report to the stock- 
holders, outlined the difficulties of 
operating under the consent decree 
insofar as financing is concerned. 
Under the proposed UMPI block-of- 
12 selling plan these difficulties 
would not be lessened. 


Either the Atlas (Odlum) group, 
RCA, Rockefeller or any other in- 
terests seeking company control, 
would have to be prepared to under- 
take additional financing if the RKO 
Radio Picture subsidiary is to be 
maintained as an active unit. In 
doing so, the various interests would 
have to provide additional capital 
on terms that would allow for a 
time lapse of eight to 12 months, 
from the time coin is advanced for 
production until the rentals begin 
to come in after release. Necessity 
for a huge increase in working capi- 
tal, variously estimated at from $5,- 
000,000 to $10,000,000, is indicated, 

Whether the Atlas group would be 
prepared to tnderwrite additional 
financing, even if obtaining control, 
is uncertain, though at one time it 
appeared as if Odlum was keen 

(Continued on page 23) 


SEE TOM CONNORS ON 
20TH-FOX FILM BOARD 


Tom Connors, 20th-Fox sales chief, 
lis expected to be elected to the 
{board of directors of the company, 
following special meeting of stock- 
holders called for June 2. Stock- 
holders are being called into session 
ito act on a proposal to increase the 
| limit from 12 to 14 or 15 directors in 
|order to allow for more flexibility in 
administration. 

In addition to Connors, one or two 
others are likely to be appointed 
when the 20th board of directors’ 
meeting is held “une 11. 














Skouras, Connors, Horne 
To Coast for Product 0.0. 


Twentieth-Fox prexy Spyros 
Skouras, sales chief Tom Connors and 
pub-ad head Hal Horne will train 
from New York to the Coast this 
weekend. They will look over new 
product and huddle with studio execs 
on next season’s plans. Trio will be 
gone two weeks or so. 

Skouras, Horne and Abe Lastfogel, 
topper of USO-Camp Shows, Ince., 
were in Washington Monday (25) 
confabbing with Treasury Depart- 
ment officials on further, cooperaiion 





Zinnemann ‘directs. 


of show business in the war effort. 
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Producers Don’t Understand Exhib 
War Pix Rental Squawks; Plan More 








Objections by individual exhibs 
and exhib groups against allegedly 
high rentals fixed for pictures with 
war or ‘patriotic’ backgrounds are 
not influencing plans of major com- 
panies in production and distribution 
of this type of product. Execs of 


major companies contend they fail to 
understand the protests, that rentals 
are based on boxoffice potential, and 
point out that exhibitors buy film 
whether with a ‘war’ theme or other- 
wise, only if they think it will do 
business. 

Similar attitude has, from accounts, 
been taken with regard to the 26 
shorts based on ideas submitted by 
U. S. Coordinator Lowell Mellett, 
which are being produced for release 
on a commercial basis. Majors will 
release these commercially despite 
opposition voiced by exhibs. A sub- 
commiitee composed of exhibitor 
and distributor reps has been 
appointed by George J. Schaefer, 
chairman of the War Activities Com- 
mittee, to adjust differences voiced 
by the two groups. 

H. M. Richey, assistant to William 
F. Rodgers, Loew’s v.p. and general 
manager, stated in Atlantic City last 
Thursday (21) in an address before 
the New Jersey Federation of 
Women’s Clubs that profits from the 
distribution of the 26 Mellett shorts 
would be donated to some war or 
emergency charity. On the same day 
a letter was sent out to the eight 
major companies asking for their of- 
ficial consent to this proposal. 


Countering claims made by ex- 
hibitors of ‘profiteering’ on feature 
length ‘patriotic’ pictures, majors 
point out that all pictures of this 
type in the high percentage brackets 
represent huge negative investment 


and that savings in production costs|- 


through the use of Government serv- 
ices such as the army, navy and air 
force are negligible in proportion to 
the total cost. Examples are cited 
of aviation pictures where Govern- 
ment forces have been used. Studios 
had to pay off to standby actors at 
the rate of $10 per day for ‘every 
man in uniform who appeared in 
those films, 


Prior to Government requisitioning 
of planes and restrictions on loca- 
tions, studios paid off for use of 
planes at rates varying from $100 
to $150 per hour of shooting, ex- 
clusive of talent. This is one of the 
cost items now saved since producers 
ean now use planes only by permis- 
sion of the Army and when thus 
granted the planes are provided 
without charge. Parade grounds and 
other army locations also represent 
some saving in set building. Total 
savings in production costs on these 
items, however, amount to only a} 
small fraction of total budgets, with 
distribution and exploitation costs to 
be added, 





,% 
soe 


No Sarongs? 

In keeping with the Govern- 
ment’s advice to cut down on 
production material, Metro 
claims a new low for the first 
day’s shooting on the tropical 
picture, ‘White Cargo.’ Scenes 
were filmed on a set consisting 
chiefly of thatch, which cost 
$1.50. 

Most of the picture will be made 
with thatehed huts as back- 
ground. 


Trade Committee 
To Contact WPB 
On Behalf of Pix 


eee 





Indications are that a two or four- 
man committee from within the 
trade will be selected to provide 
direct representation for the film in- 
dustry in Washington on priority 
problems. This phase of industry 
relations, which has been removed 
from supervision of the War Activi- 
ties Committee, will likely be 
handled through the Hays office. 

Situation with regard to obtaining 
materials needed in film production 
remains obscure. Minute detail 
work and red tape involved in get- 
ting through requisitions to the War 
Production Board has necessitated 
the appointment of experts with a 
close knowledge of industry require- 
ments. 

Despite that the film industry was 
Officially designated as ‘essential,’ 
film producers and theatres find they 
are circumscribed by regulations ap- 
plying to most other industries as 
well. 

Francis Harmon, executive vice- 
chairman of the War Activities Com- 
mittee, in a recent report, urged the 
appointment of experts from within 
the industry to devote their time to 
handling priorities in Washington. 





$5,000 Ceiling Casualty 
Hollywood, May 26. 
First casualty at 20th-Fox under 
provisions of the $5,000 ceiling on 
set construction is Nunnally John- 
son’s ‘Night the World Shook.’ 
It would have required replicas of 
a Central American village con- 
structed on rockers for the big earth- 
quake scene, 


HOPPER IN CHARGE OF 








Harold Hopper, president of 
Cinema Mercantile Co., Hollywood, 





REP’S $2,000,000 SALES 


SETS THREE-WEEK MARK ' tion ‘of, the Consumers’ ” Durable 





Hollywood, May 26. 
Republic reported a new high of 
$2,000,000 in advance contracts at its 
western regional sales meeting. Fig- 
ure, representing the first three 


weeks of the new selling season, is | 


the greatest in the history of the 
company for any similar period. 

Herbert J. Yates, chairman of the 
board, declared 1943 would be one of 
the best in the film business, basing 
his prediction on parallel conditions 
in England, where there has been an 
increased demand for pictures since 
the start of the war. 





Amus. Defense Units 
On Coast Reorganized 


Los Angeles, May 26. 

Theatre Defense Bureau has been 
absorbed by the Amusement Indus- 
try Committee of the Los Angeles 
Defense Council, but will operate 
as a sub-branch to handle defense 
problems in film and legit houses. 
Other units set up by the AIC are 
the Cabaret Defense Division, head- 
ed by Maury Cohen, and the Bowling 
Alley Defense Division, led by Ben- 
jamin Decker. 

Defense idea started with TDB, but 
gpread to so many varied places of 
amusement that it became necessary 





has been placed in charge of a mo- 


Goods. Division of the War 
duction Board, in Washington. 
Hopper’s division of the WPB will 
deal with priorities problems con- 
cerning production and distribution, 
studio and theatre equipment and 
| supplies, home film equipment and 
equipment and still photography. 

In setting up a separate division 
within the WPB to handle theatre 
and studio priority problems, the 
film industry has been taken out of 


Pro. 


the miscellaneous section of the 
Durable Goods Branch where mction 
picture priorities were handled 


along with such industries as hard- 
ware, bicycles, building and even 
undertakers’ supplies. 

The motion picture and photo- 
graphic section headed by Hopper 
is separate and apart from the 
Amusements Division of the Serv- 
ices Branch of the WPB headed by 
Chris Dunphy, which was also set 
up ostensibly to deal with the film 
industry’s priority problems. 





Paul Short to WPB 
Dallas, May 26. 
Paul Short, southern division man- 
ager for National Screen Service, 
has been notified to report to Wash- 
ington yesterday (26) to become ex- 
ecutive assistant to Chris Dunphy, 
head of the theatre and entertain- 


ment division of the War Production 
Board. 
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Studio Contracts 





Hollywood, May 26. 

Conrad Veidt drew a contract at 
Metro, 

Herbert Leinau inked player pact 
at Paramount. | 

Mary Lee’s player option lifted by 
Republic. 

William Thomas handed acting 
ticket by Metro. 

Edgar Kennedy signed his 14th 
one-year contract to star in the 
‘Average Man’ shorts series at RKO. 

Bonnie Bannon’s stock contract 
renewed by 20th-Fox. 

Barbara Moffett’s player option 
hoisted by RKO. 

Charles Hoffman inked writer pact 
at Warners. 

John Howard Lawson drew writ- 
ing ticket at Warners. 

Mary Carlisle signed by Jack 
Schwarz to play in three independ- 
ent pictures. 

Jean Wallace’s stock players con- 
tract renewed by Paramount. 

Linda Grey’s player option picked 
up by Paramount. 

Harold Shumate drew new screen 
writer contract at Warners. 

Charles Lang, cameraman, moved 
from Universal to Warners under a 
new pact. 





Fear Patriotic 


‘Films May Prove 
‘Glut’ on Market 


Philadelphia, May 26. 

A spokesman for the ‘Committee 
of 38,’ which is sponsoring a protest 
against alleged price-gouging by dis- 
tribs, yesterday (Monday) warned 
the film companies that they are 
making ‘a grave mistake’ by asking 
high prices for patriotic films be- 
cause ‘soon they’ll be a glut on the 
market.’ 

Speaking at a mass meeting of 
exhibs at the Broadwood Hotel, the 
speaker declared: 

‘Patriotic films must be shown 
quickly or be dissipated. So many 
of them are being made now, that 
if one hangs around the exchange 
shelf too long, it becomes stale and 
untimely, and the play is taken away 
by the next picture that comes 
along.’ 

He cited ‘Captains of the Clouds’ 
as an example. He claimed that the 
picture was playing to poor grosses 
in the outlying nabes, because of the 
delay caused by ‘bickering over the 
price.’ ‘Captains’ was the first pic- 
ture singled out by the Committee 
of 38 as a patriotic film for which 
local exhibs were being asked ‘ex- 
orbitant prices.” Warners had asked 
40% for the picture here). 

Officials of the Committee de- 
clared that because of the high rent- 
als, more than 100 theatres had 
passed up the picture entirely with 
a heavy loss to Warners. One large 
indie chain, with almost 40 houses, 
| did not book it at all. 

The exhibs attending the meeting, 
by a show of hands, pledged that 
they would make no deals for 20th- 
Fox’s ‘Shores of Tripoli’ because of 
the price asked here (40% with a 
reversion scale if it didn’t reach a 
| certain controlled figure. The figure 
| is based on the gross totalled by the 
| previous 40% picture). 
| The action taken against ‘Shores’ 
is in line with the policy of the Com- 
mittee of 38, which has protested to 
all majors that patriotic films, es- 
pecially those which are made with 
the aid of Governmental facili- 
ties should receive the widest pos- 
sible showing for the purposes of 
national morale—instead of restrict- 
ed showing caused by high prices 
asked by the distributors. 

The next meeting of the commit- 
tee will be held June 15. 


Joan Bennett, Ameche 
In 20th-Fox ‘Trouble’ 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Joan Bennett and Don Ameche co- 
star in the comedy, ‘Girl Trouble,’ 
at 20th-Fox, with Billie Burke, Alan 
Dinehart and Frank Craven in top 
roles. ; 

Harold Schuster directs and Robert 
Bassler produces, starting early. in 
June. 
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2-A-Day Revival Reminds Lefty 
Of Those Old, Gaudy Vaude Billings 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





Dear Joe: 


billing meant: 


Extraordinary Exponents of Equl- 
librism 

Sensational Flexible Perch Artists 

Novelty Athletes In Feats of 
Strength 

New and Novel Exhibition of 
Balance 

Personality Personification 

A Bit of Musical Comedy In a 
Vaudeville Way 

Songland’s Favorite Sons 

America’s Most Versatile Enter- 
tainer 

Two Black Birds 

Bride and Groom of Vaudeville 

Cycle Whirl 

Jest As You Like It 

Prince of Wails 

Hokumology : 

A Sonologue 

Kings of the Air 

Stylish Steppers 

Ropes and Humor 

Dances Old and New 

Artistic Comedy 

Nine Dazzling Dazzlers 

A Fantasy of Dance 

England’s Court Magician 

The Loose Nut 

Out For No Good 

Fun, Speed and Thrills 

Youth, Speed and Color 

Pot-Pourri of Music, Song and 
Dance 

Aerialist Supreme 

Variety Cyclists 

Songsters DeLuxe 

Two Gentlemen From Nowhere 

The Mad Magician 

A Song a Minute 

The Man Who Makes ’Em Laugh 

New Departure in Terpsichorean 
Art 

The Kid Glove Comedian 

Two Little Rosebuds In a Garden 
of Song 

Petit Revue 

America’s Representative Juggler 

The Pessimist 

Mere Nonsense 

High Priestess of Mysticism 

Merry Singers and Musicians 

Tunefoolarceny 

Artistic Moments 

Dance Jewels In a Tiffany Setting 

Paris Fashions While You Wait 

Things With Wings 

Without Rhyme or Reason 

Syneopation Supreme 

Blue-o-logy 

The Minstrel of the Hour 

The Cross Roads of Fun 

Snappy Steppers 

Feats of Feet 

Funnicapers 

Urban and Suburban 

An Art Classic 

Iron Jaw Wire Sensation 

Variety Divertissement DeLuxe 

These are just a few. 


I'll bet you 
played with just through their billing. Best to the gang, sez 


Coolacres, Cal., May 26. 


With all those two-a-day vaudeville shows open, or opening, I guess 
the old acts are digging up their photographs, music and billing. Me and 
Aggie sat down the other night and made a list of different billing the 
acts used to use in the good old days. 
same stuff if and when vaudeville comes back. So I thought maybe it 
would bring back memories to you and also hand you a@ laugh, ‘cause 
many an act was overbilled. Everybody in those days used to try to get 
‘classy’ billing and some of the boys and gals didn’t even know what the 
Anyway here are a few: 


I guess they and I will use the 


The School Girl Coloratura 

Chills, Thrills and a Million 
Laughs 

The Suave Deceiver 

Sensational Athletes 

Romance of The Lariat 

Stepping Into Society 

Society Step-Sons 

Steps On Steps 

Southern Aristocrat of Song 

The Ham What Am 

A Little Rhyme and Less Reason 

Wopology 

Notes and Things 

A Gem Jam 

Eye and Ear Entertainment 

Born to Be Laughed At 

The Humoristocrat 

The Missionary of Mirth 

Thrills, Frills and Spills 

Vaudeville’s Dynamo of Laughter 

Ten Wheels and No Breaks 

Terpsichorean Wheels 

Piano Capers 

4.000 Volts of Pep 

Darktown Frolics 

Jongleur 

Exponents of Physical Culture 

Cultured Animaldom 

International Musical 

Prima Donna 

The Act Different 

Two Elegant Gentlemen 

King of the Uke 

Beauty, Grace and Speed 

Uncommon Nonsense 

The Life of the Party 

The Lad From Laughland 

The Dainty Girls 

A Revue For Two 

Three Little Playmates 

Songs and Sayings 

Gabby Gymnast 

Oriental and Occidental Oddities 

Delightful Dance Delineators 

The Battery of Songland 

Knick Knacks of 1928 

Passing Follies 

Artistic Poseurs 

Two Jacks and a Jill 

Familyology 

Colored But Not Born That Way 

Dance Scandals 

Four Dancing Demons 

Shuffles and Taps 

Symphony In Tone and Color 

The Foolish Fat Fellow 

Sunny Smiles and Songs 

Sentiments In Song 

Gent of The Orient 

Vaudeville’s Viking Venus 

Scenesongs 

Hoos Hoo? 

The Miracle Woman 

Darktown’s Funmakers 

Queen of Magic 

A Singing and Musical Treat 

Comedy Rope-ologists 

America’s Tornado 


Comedy 





can pick out many an act we all 


Your pal, 
Lefty. 


P. S. Too tired for a P. S. this week. 





Rivkin With Capra 


Allen Rivkin, in Washington for 
| script material for a Metro picture 
|about the Marine Corps, is also 
huddling with Frank Capra about 
| joining the latter’s War Department 
| film production unit. 

He expects to return to the Coast 
isoon to complete the Metro writing 
stint, after which he’ll probably go 
back to Washington for a permanent 
assignment with Capra. 


BACK PAY TO FILM 
EDITORS OVER $100,000 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Mernbers of Society of Motion Pic- 
ture Film Editors have collected $89,- 
300 in retroactive pay under the new 
agreement with the Producers. When 
Paramount and Hal Roach pay off, it 
is estimated that the amount will ex- 
ceed $100,000. 


Society adopted an amendment 
providing that the president may not 
serve more than two consecutive 
years. Current prexy, Frederick Y. 
Smith, is in his, first term and is 














j eligible for reelection. 


- = 


START REGISTRATION OF 
33,000 FILM WORKERS 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Registration and fingerprinting of 
| 33,000 regular and casual film work- 
lers began today (Tues.) with those 
|whose surnames start with A or B 
|Others will be staggered alphabet- 
ically down to Z, winding up June 9. 
Regular studio employes, 21,000 in 
number, are being registered on their 
home lots, and 12,000 casual workers 

at a Central bureau in Hollywood. 
Registrants are required to fill out 
questionnaires containing proof of 
U. S. citizenship, physical descrip- 
tion, marital status, social security 
number, previous allegiance to for- 

;eign government, and other data. 








Mills Grind at 20th 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Writing mill at 20th-Fox gained 
three recruits and lost one veteran, 
William Bruckner, who is taking @ 
vacation preparatory to joining the 
Army. 

Three newcomers are Noel Lang- 
ley, Edward FE. Paramore and 
George Root, Jr. ‘ 
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Big Five's 1942-43 Film Sales Plans 
Wait on UMPI OK in Washington 








Final, legalized draft of the entire 
United Motion Picture Industry: plan, 
embodying the sales formula as well 
as conciliation and shorts forcing 
features, will be formally presented 
to the Department of Justice in 
Washington within a week, it is ex- 


pected. 

Two attorneys representing the 
distributors and three for the ex- 
hibitors, are whipping the plan into 
shape as hurriedly as possible so 
that no more than the necessary 
delay may be occasioned in getting 
the unity proposals past an official | 


okay. 

Austin C. Keough, vice president 
and legal counsel for Paramount, 
and J. Robert Rubin, vice president 
and legal head of Loew's, are serving 
on the drafting committee for dis- 
tributors, while those acting in be- 
half of exhibitors are Abram F. 
Myers, counsel for Allied States 
Assn.: George P. Aarons, represent- 
ing United Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of Eastern Pennsylvania, 
Maryland and Southern New Jersey; 
and Robert Barton, attorney for the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
Virginia. 

While it is possible the Depart- 
ment of Justice may demand some 
changes in the plan before it goes 
before Judge Henry W. Goddard of 
the Federal Court, N. Y., for ap- 
proval, it is believed that few, if 
any, alterations will be necessary 
since the vast majority of the ccun- 
try’s exhibitors have expressed their 
satisfaction with the plan, as it 
stands. 

D. of J. Amenable 

D. of J. unofficially indicated that 
if the rank-and-file of the exhibitors 
want relief from the decree, as pro- 
vided for under the UMPI plan, and 
that both sides (exhibs and distrib- 
utors) are together on the matter, 
the department stands ready to lend 
its support. 

Major distributors are itching to 
lay selling plans on 1942-43 product, 
as well as set up yearly- programs, 
but until the UMPI plan is adopted 
no definite steps in this direction 
can be taken. Also, while selling 
may start as early as pictures are 
ready, the UMPI formula does not 
become effective except on product 
released Sept. 1 or later. Up to then 
the decree provisions remain in ef- 
fect. 





Nat'l Conventions 
Still in Doubt; Some 


Cos. Favor Regionals 


National sales conventions among 
majors under the consent decree re- 
main in doubt, partly because of a 
tendency of most distribution heads 
away from them because they are 
unwieldy and costly, while also this 
year the matter of pep powwows 
for the selling forces is dependent 
on the sales policy that-is to figure 
for the coming (1942-43) season. 

Warner Bros., which has reached 
no decision as to what it will do, 


may hold a national meeting, as it 
has for several years. With this 
company as with others, however, 


the means of selling, whether under 
decree or under the UMPI plan, has 
bearing on whether countrywide 
conventions or regionals are the 
most desirable. 

Twentieth-Fox is reported leaning 
toward regionals, while Paramount 
is not expected to hold a national 
meeting in view of the recent gen- 

(Continued on page 18) 





Up the Cold Coast 


Hollywood, May 26. 

‘Alaska Highway,’ a tale of the 
construction of the new military 
road through Canada to the Arctic, 
is the next production slated for the 
Pine-Thomas unit at Paramount fol- 
lowing ‘Interceptor Command.’ 

Richard Arlen and Virginia Grey 
play the leads in the Maxwell Shane 
Screenplay. 


Dicks Warm Up 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Second of Universal’s modernized 
detective features, based on Sir 
Arthur Conan Doyle’s stories, is 
‘Sherlock Holmes Strikes Back,’ 
slated to start June 8. Prof. Mori- 
arity, who died in the printed yarns, 





lis being revived to connive new 





crimes in the modern series. 

Basil Rathbone continues in the 
Holmes role and Nigle Bruce as Dr. 
Watson. 


58. OR MORE PIX 
FOR U IN 243 


Universal plans to produce ap- 
proximately the same number of 
pictures as last year, 58 plus four 
serials, for the 1942-43 selling season 
although there is a possibility that 
the total may be boosted by two or 
three more features... Total produc- 
tion cost is likely to be around 15% 
higher than last year, with more ‘A’ 
product scheduled. 

U’s national four-days sales conven- 
tion opens at the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, N. Y., June 2, with approxi- 
mately 250 members of the staff ex- 
pected to attend when William 
Scully, sales head, starts off the pro- 
ceedings. 

Home office and studio execs, all 
district and branch managers and 
their field forces, are scheduled to 
attend. 

Arrangements have been made to 
stagger the arrivals of various 
branch office groups into New York 
so that no special demands will be 
made pen sahestretdantcnaadh facilities. 


Kirykendall Blasts 
Indie Prod. Assn.’s 
Attack on UMPI Plan 


In a broadside to members of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of 
America over the weekend, Ed 
Kuykendall, president, takes sharp 
issue with the Society of Indepen- 
dent Motion Picture Producers and 
all but asks exhibitors to take it 
out on the producing members of 
this organization when it comes to 
buying film or making deals. 

‘It is very obvious that they 
(SIMPP) are motivated by various 
selfish interests and are not at all 
interested in the general welfare of 
the exhibitors as a 
MPTOA head charges, adding, ‘I! 
think that the theatre owners of the 














country should know and understand | 


'who this group is and make their | 
own decisions as to future relations 
| with this group of producers.’ 
that the 


Kuykendall also claims 
SIMPP producers have been 
active in Washington and 
civic groups, ‘evading the 

(Continusd on page 23) 


Columbia Sales Meet 
June 16-18 in N. Y. City 


Columbia Pictures annual sales 
convention set for June 16-18, in 
New York City, general salesman- 
ager Abe Montague to preside, at 
Hotel Warwick. Jack Cohn will 
head the homeoffice executives who 
will huddle with Columbia district 
and branch managers in determining 
policies and skeds for 1942-43 pro- 
duct. 

Lou Rosenfeld, general manager 
of Canada for Columbia, and divi- 
sion managers, Phil Dunas, for the 
middiewest; Cari Shalit, for the 
central division; Jerome Safron, 
western; Nat Cohn, New York; Sam 
Moscow, southern; and Sam Galanty, 
mid-east, also will attend the na- 
tional gathering. 


very 


real 





whole,’ the| in Colorado around 85 theatres, some | 


among | 


QAGED BY SHIFT 
UF POPULATIONS 


Non-Defense Areas See Their 
Picture House Business Hit 
by Loss of Workers to War 
Jobs Elsewhere — Exhibs 
Getting Consideration 








BUT BIZ UP GENERALLY 





Picture house business is non- 
defense areas has slumped, due to 
the shifting of population to war 
plant centers, to an extent where 
some distributors are considering 
downward adjustment of film rentals 
in order to keep a number of accounts 
from folding. Shutterings in non- 
defense plant territories have been 
considerable, with more likely to fol- 
low unles relief is provided. 


Distributors have been receiving 
increased demands for adjustments 
in affected districts as well as from 
exhibitors on both coasts claiming 
dented grosses due to dimouts and 
partial blackouts. 

A large proportion of chain-ope- 
rated theatres are among those re- 
porting lower grosses due to the 
population factor. 


Small, independently operated the- 
atres in situations where population 
has been drained by defense work 
will likely be given adjustments. In 
case of circuits, however, it is un- 
likely that any concessions will be 
made because boxoffice declines in 


business in other territories in which 
the circuits are represented. Re- 
quests for film rental adjustments by 
the Neify-McNeil circuit in North- 
ern California, based on claims of 
lower business in some situations, 
were recently nixed because of prof- 
itable showing in remaining situa- 
tions. 
Receipts Up 10-15% 

Despite the decline in non-defense 
areas total picture house receipts 
throughout the country are up from 
19 to 15% due to increased defense 
coin spending. As a result, chains, 
which are on the whole not seriously 
affected by the population shift, are 
not likely to be given serious con- 
sideration in any rental revision 
plans, despite that their net profits 
will be lower due to upped corpora- 
tion taxes next year. 

Oddly enough, among territories 


shift is the coal belt in Pennsylvania. 
With coal mining one of the most es- 
sential industries in wartime, reports 
are that all higher-paid skilled labor 
‘in that area has moved away with 
only the low paid miner patronage 
remaining. States of Montana and 
New Mexico are also mentioned 
among those losing population while 





lof them near Denver, are dark. How- 


ever, in Denver, picture house busi- 
iness continues booming. Copper 
mining territory, with another sup- 


(Continued on deel 22) 


Trilling Aides Warner 


Holly wood, May 26. 

| Steve Trilling, casting director fo1 
the past five years at Warners, has 
|moved up as executive assistant to 
Jack L. Warner. 

| Trilling joined Warners as 

booker 14 years ago and handled the 

New York talent branch for the} 

studio before taking the studio job 

on the Coast. 





Col. J. L. Warner is in New York 
for the ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
preem. 





Gloria Gets Hep 
Hollywood, May 26. 
Gloria Jean’s next picture at Uni- 
tale of adolescent ro- 
slated 





| 
| versal is a 
imance, ‘Get Hep to Love,’ 
to start June 8. 

Charles Lamont directs the Ber- 
nard Burton production. 





one area may be offset by increased | 


reported affected by the population | 





U. 5. Production in England Stalled 
By Biggest Slash in Available Talent, 
Technicians Since War Began in '39 





—And Came Out Fighting 


Hollywood, May 26. 


‘Gentleman Jim Corbett,’ film ver- 
sion of the career of the former 
heavyweight boxing champion, went 
into production at Warners with 
Errol Flynn in the title role. 

Raoul Walsh is director and Robert 
Buckner associate producer. 


RKO IN PROD. 
SPURT WITH 9 


_—— one 











Hollywood, May 26. 


RKO goes into a production spurt 
next month with nine new pictures 
in addition to those now before the 
lenses. Added starters consist of 
seven features and two Tim Holt 
westerns. 

First on the list is ‘Once Upon a 
Honeymoon,’ the Ginger Rogers- 
Gary Cooper co-starrer to be pro- 
duced and directed by Leo McCarey. 
Others are ‘The Navy Comes 
Through,’ ‘Sweet and Hot,’ ‘All for 
Fun,’ ‘Seven Miles from Alcatraz,’ 
|The Falcon’s Brother,’ and ‘The 
Mexican Spitfire’s Elephant.’ 


‘Wanna Know About 
Pic Clouds? Here's 
The Expert Lowdown 





Hollywood, May 26. 

Even the clouds are being typed at 
20th-Fox in these days when so many 
pictures require sky backgrounding 
and so many location spots im Cali- 
fornia are closed by Army and Navy 
regulations. Camera crews have 
been working for weeks on studio 
rooftops, taking shots at cirrus, 
cunrulus, stratus and nimbus cloud 
| formations, to be stowed away in the 
'library for 
| future productions. 

The cirrus is the delicate aerial 
lace you see about 30,000 feet up, 
| where the flying fortresses roam. 
|The stratus cloud is drab and flat, 
| hanging over the earth like a gag 
that missed fire. The nimbus is the 
|glowing cloud of dawn or sunset, 
tinted by old Mrs. Nature a million 
|years before Technicolor was a 
trademark. The cumulus is known 
in the midwest as the thunderhead. 
| It piles up like a billion balls of cot- 
|ton and then turns dark and yellow- 
ish-like, and gives out with dightning, 
| rains and floods. It is the most dra- 





| 








| matic of all clouds and hangs around 
| from one to three miles up. 

Clouds, like music, have no home. 
| In all their variety they appear 
without booking over Chungking, 
New York, Vladivostok, Dallas, 
| Moscow, Kennebunkport, Miami or 
|Hollywood. Now they are being 
'fingerprinted and filed for future 


|dramatic backgrounds. Next time 
|you admire the skyline behind the | 
| Burma Road you will be looking at 
ia hunk of wet atmosphere hanging 
| over a hamburger stand on the beach 
at Santa Monica. 





Ida’s Midnite Sunshine 
Hollywood, May 26. 

Ida Lupino steps out of tearful 
drama into comedy in her next 
starrer at Warners, ‘The Horn Blows 
at Midnight,’ a light yarn written by 
Jacques Thery, to be produced by 
Mark Hellinger. 

It is the first humorous assignment 
for Miss Lupino since she went 
tragic in ‘They Drive by Night’ on 
the same lot. 





vv 





use as backgrounds in| 





| stockholders’ 





All that is apparently holding 
back more American production in 
England is the lack of British tech- 
nical facilities and key players, drain 


on manpower in Loth categories hav- 
ing slashed the supply to its lowest 
level since the war began in 1939, 


Metro is resuming production in 
London, after nearly a year’s layoff, 
with ‘Sabotage Agent,’ starring 
Robert Donat. Irving Asher is head- 
ing the production setup. Script is 
being finished by John Mahin at 
Culver City under the supervision 
of Jack Chertok. Metro, which has 
been unusually successful in turning 
out features in England that click at 
the U. S. boxoffice, brought over 
‘Pygmalion’ and ‘Goodbye Mr. Chips,’ 
both of which made coin in America. 

Paramount is readying ‘Channel 
Port,’ which David Rose, Par’s man- 
aging director in Britain, picked up 
on his last trip to the U. S. Com- 
pany right now is having casting dif- 
ficulties, but indicative of the fea- 
ture’s boxoffice chances is the fact 
that originally it was intended as a 
Hollywood production until Rose 
gained permission to do it in Lon- 
don. Paramount plans to make as 
many expensive features as possible 
despite the limited talent and studio 
space. Company’s ‘Hatter’s Castle,’ 
not released in U. S. thus far, is a 
b.o. hit“in England. ‘Quiet Wedding,’ 
finished earlier by Par for British 
and foreign distribution, is being 
handled in this country by Univer- 
sal, 

Warners’ Schedule 


Warners presently is going in for 
double and triple-quota features in 
Britain. Presently producing is 
‘Jewel Robbery,’ on which the com- 
pany experienced considerable dif- 
ficulty in obtaining suitable cast 
without going overboard on the 
budget. ‘Flying Fortress’ has been 
completed in London and a print 
now is on the way to the Coast for 
recutting to fit the U. S. market and 
for checking on its suitability for 
American audiences. Warners, which 
formerly went in more for quantity 
than expensive features in England, 
now is centering attention on high- 
budget films, figuring they'll go best 
in America. When the company is 
not busy shooting at its own Ted- 
dington plant, the studio is leased to 
other producers. Recently there has 


(Continued on page 55) 





Bioff-Browne Mess 
Inspires Par to New 
Indemnity Proxy Vote 


Paramount has sent stockholders a 
new proxy statement in connection 
with its new notice of the annual 
meeting scheduled for 


June 16 in New York City Little 
change is made from the original 
proxy statement, mailed about three 
weeks ago, excepting in phraseology 
of the proposal to adopt an addi- 
tional by-law. 

New statement points out in the 
proposition to indemnify directors, 
officers or employees against all costs 


| and expenses resulting from any ac- 


} 





| gence or misconduct, 


tion to which he is made a party, 
with the usual exceptions of negli- 
that Par has 
started suit to recover $100,000 from 
William Bioff and George E. Browne, 
Reason is because the proxy state- 
ment mentions pending suits, some 
of which seek to recover moneys ex- 
torted from the company by Bioff 
and Browne under threats to disrupt 
the corporation’s business by causing 
strikes among its employees. 

Other changes in the new proxy 
statement merely clarify this portion 
of the proposed by-law. Addition- 
ally, the new statement reads the in- 
tention is that the indemnity will be 
avilable to directors, officers and em- 
ployees in connection with the vari- 
ous pending suits subject to Timita- 
tions set forth. 
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BAMBI 


RKO release of Walt Disney production. 
Bupervising director, David D. Hand; story 
direction, Perce Pearce. Adapted by Larry 
Morey from story by Felix Salten; music by 
Frank Churchill, Edward Plumb. conducted 
by Alexander Steinert. Reviewed In pro- 
jection room, N. Y., May ®, '42. Running 
time, 760 MINS. 





‘Bambi’ constitutes Walt Disney’s 
biggest achievement in the art of the 
animated film. It’s gem-like in its 
reflection of the color and movement 
of sylvan plant and animal life. The 
transcription of nature in its mo- 
ments of turbulence and _ peace 
heighten the brilliance of the canvas. 
The story is full of tenderness and 
the characters tickle the heart. 
‘Bambi’ fills the eye with beauty but 
its laugh and dramatic passages are 
limited, and little of either can be 
classed as sock stuff. A major sell- 
ing job will have te be done on this 
film if it is to register better than 
average business. 


The selling problem suggests no 
easy solution. e character of Felix 
Salter’s central figment, the princeling 
deer, is pleasant to contemplate but 
certainly not the sort to bring whoops 
of enthusiasm from either adolescents 
or adults. The score is delightful to 
listen to but it doesn’t offer a single 
sock commercial number. The item 
in ‘Bambi’ that will undoubtedly 
serve as the springboard for the 
public selling campaign is Thumper, 
the rabbit. He’s about the most 
lovable character in the whole Dis- 
ney gallery. Thumper steals the pic- 
ture. His human attributes are amaz- 
ing and the voice that is attached to 
him in the earlier sequences proves 
an admirable piece of casting. The 
kids will rave about Thumper and 
regret that there wasn’t much more 
of him in the picture. Another draw- 


ingboard character that’s bound to ed 


ingratiate itself deeply is the owl. 
His is another choice sample of 
matching voice to human character- 
istics. The owl gets his big inning 
in the ‘Titterpated’ bit. The blend of 
humor and artistry in this bit makes 
it one of the outstanding sequences 
in the film 


Not a human figure appears 
throughout the narrative. ‘Man’ in 
‘Bambi’ is only the cueword for feaf, 
danger and flight. ‘Man’ in ‘Bambi’ 
is synonomous with destruction, 
death and sadness. It is from the in- 
trusion of man, the hunter, in the 
serenity of the virgin woodlands, 
that the drama of ‘Bambi’ springs. 
In this story of Bambi, and his friends 
of the forest, the span of the central 
character is from birth to the period 
in which he reaches bull buckhood. 
The episodes in between show him 
learning to adapt himself to his sur- 
roundings and to outwit the biped 
with the gun, falling in love, enter- 
ing parenthood and finally taking 
his place beside his proud and hoary 
father, prince of the forest. The 
dramatic highlights of Bambi’s career 
stem from the death of his mother by 
gunshot (a scene of deep pathos), 
his fight to the death with another 
buck over the doe, Phylline, his de- 
fense of the latter from an attack- 
ing pack of hunting dogs, and his 
flight through a forest fire. 


The interplay of color and move- 
ment makes their sharpest impress 
on the sensibilities during the se- 
quences depicting the advent and 
passing of the various seasons. The 
glow and texture of the Disney brush 
reach new heights, especially in the 
treatment of a summer thunderstorm 
and a raging snowstorm. The forest 
fire is also well done but it seems to 
lack the awesome flavor of the two 
storms. 

In the comedy department it is 
Thumper that dominates almost com- 
pletely. The scene that brings most 
of the chuckles is the one in which 
Thumper demonstrates to the strip- 
ling Bambi how to slide on ice and 
in which the imitating Bambi ties 
himself into all kinds of knots. 
Thumper also scores in a major com- 
ical way while seeking to introduce 
the rubber-limbed stripling to the 
natural routine of walking, running 
and hurdling. These two comedy 
episodes are beautifully compounded, 
but there’s a long lag without humor 
preceding them and there isn’t much 
to laugh about thereafter. 

The score is comprised of ‘Love 
Is a Song,’ ‘Let’s Sing a Gay Little 
Spring Song,” ‘Little April Shower,’ 
‘Twitterpated,’ and ‘The Thumper 
Song.’ The most likely candidate for 
popularity in this group is the first, 
which serves as the themer. Femme 
rhythm groups should take well to 

‘Little April Shower.’ Odec. 


Her Cardboard Lover 


(ONE SONG) 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer release of J. Wal- 
ter Ruben production. Stars Norma Shearer, 
Robert Taylor; features George Sanders, 
Frank McHugh, Elizabeth Patterson, Chill 
Wills. Directed by George Cukor. Based 
on play of same name by Jacques Deval, 
adapted for stage by Valerie Wyngate and 
P. G. Wodehouse; adaptation, Jacques De- 
val, John Collier, Anthony Veiller and Wil- 
liam H. Wright; song, Burton Lane and 
Ralph Freed; editor, Robert J. Kern: cam- 
era, Harry Stradling and Robert Planck. 
Tradeshown in N. Y., May 21, ’42. Run- 
ning time, 93 MINS, 


Consuelo Croyden...........} Norma Shearer 
Serer DOOR: so eck cavcecias Robert Taylor 
TO MN 006k sc bacaes George Sanders 
Chappie Champagne........ Frank McHugh 
MENS 6.00056 0CS Sou bese 6 Elizabeth Patterson 
Pa Shy hs Conca cnc cbbeeegie ve Chill Wills 





Norma Shearer and Rebert Taylor, 
stars of this somewhat dated farce 
comedy by Jacques Deval, will have 
to carry it. Played almost entirely 
in ~~ set, it proves cumbersome, tir- 
ing film material. 

“Her Cardboard. Lover’ was adapt- 


ed to the American stage by Valerie 
Wyngate and P. G. Wodehouse. It 
opened in New York in 1927 with the 
late Jeanne Eagels and Leslie How- 
ard as the stars, having a rather suc- 
cessful run. 

Among other things that induce 
ennui are the long stretches of talk, 
including that telephone call that 
Miss Shearer has. No less bother- 
some is the fact that the action hangs 
around Miss Shearer’s apartment for 
so long it gets nowhere in particular. 
The story, localed in Florida, never 
makes clear exactly what type of 
character Miss Shearer is playing 
except that the ordinary layman 
might assume she’s mostly nuts be- 
cause of her changeable desires and 
attitudes with respect to George San- 
ders, a lover, and Taylor who's batty 
about her. Taylor is made her con- 
fidential secretary, one of his duties 
being to see that she doesn’t fall any 
more for Sanders. 

The comic relief is very much on 
the negligible side. Frank McHugh, 
in the cast as the songwriting part- 
ner of Taylor’s, is virtually wasted, 
while various situations and direc- 
torial phases of the picture fall al- 
most entirely flat so far as produc- 
tion of laughs is concerned. 

The fight between Taylor and San- 
ders in the hotel basement provides 
some action as the two men toss 
china and other things around, even 
going into battle with mops, but 
there’s nothing very exciting nor 
comical about it. And why were so 
many cops rushing to the scene to 
arrest a couple of jealousy-crazed 
scrappers? That’s one of the unin- 
tentional chuckles. . 
A couple excellent bits are contrib- 
uted by Chill Wills as_a smalltime 
southern judge with a Dixie accent. 
In fact, mere of Wills could have 
been used to bolster the film on com- 


y: at 
‘I Dare You,’ song written by Bur- 
ton Lane and Ralph Freed, is used 
partially on two different occasions. 
Additionally, Taylor does a plano 
solo. 

On settings and photography ‘Card-. 
board Lover’ is tops. Char. 


MISS ANNIE ROONEY 


United Artists release of Edward Small 
production. Stars Shirley Temple; fea- 
tures William Gargan, Guy Kibbee, Dickie 
Moore, Directed by Edwin L. Marin. Orig- 
inal screenplay by George Bruce; camera, 
Lester White; editor, Fred Feitshans, Jr. 


Previewed in projection room, N. Y¥., May 
25, '42. Running time, 84 MINS. 

Annie Rooney.....secereeess Shirley Temple 
Tim Rooney..c.sccccsesees William Gargan 
GrandpoP. .cescccccccscccessesss Guy Kibbee 
Marty . .ccccccccesesccceccccces Dickie Moore 
Miyrtle. ...cccccecscccccessesess Pegey Ryan 
TOOT. cwcvdccccovccecccerseece Roland DuPree 
Mrs. White. ....ccccccescesss: Gloria Holden 
Mr. White... ccccccccccccers Jonathan Hale 
Mrs. MetS..ccccccccccccescceces Mary Field 
BUrns.....cccccccccesceceteres George Lloyd 
Madam Sylvia..ceccccceess Jan Buckingham 
Mrs. Tromas......scesesess Selmer Jackson 
Stella Bainbridge........---- June Lockhart 
BlAMSY .. -cccccceccacccsccce Charles Coleman 
Policeman. .....+cssccseesess Edgar Dearing 
Myrtle’s Mother....ceeseserecs Virginia Sale 
Audrey Hollis....ssceecaceeees Shirley Mills 





Shirley Temple is once again 
dogged by the lack of a_ vehicle 
which marked her finis at 20th-Fox 
a couple years ago and her efforts 
at a ‘comeback’ via Metro last fall. 
The moppet, far from an actress but 
retaining much of her early charm, 
will never have a chance to resume 
her former place in the b.o. sun un- 
til those who guide her career insist 
on something fresher and better than 
‘The Young People,’ her closer at 
20th: ‘Kathleen,’ with which Metro 
endowed her, and ‘Miss Annie 
Rooney,’ the present Edward Small 
attempt to revive the Shirley legend. 
‘Rooney’ is a tired and tiresome re- 
telling of a screen cliche. Its b.o. 
prospects are dubious. 

Original screenplay by Edwin L. 
Marin is one of those familiar tales 
that any kid can blueprint ahead 
after the first reel. Poor little Miss 
Rooney (Shirley) meets and falls in 
love with rich young Dickie Moore. 
His family disapproves, but he in- 
vites her to his birthday party any- 
how. Her father, in a desperate ef- 
fort to sell an idea for synthetic rub- 
ber to the lad’s pater, breaks in on 
the party and gives a demonstration 
of his formula. He makes a fool of 
himself and his daughter, but, of 
course, the rubber next day is dis- 
covered to be the mccoy and puppy 
love prevails. 

Bromidic yarn is told against a 
background of adolescent romance 
jitterbugging. There’s much tossing 
about of very strained jive talk and 
otherwise teeth-gnashing § dialog. 
Brighter moments are the rug-cut- 
ting by Shirley and her young 
friends. 

Miss Temple is bad at reading 
lines, but her personality could prob- 
ably muddle her through satisfac- 
torily were she not burdened with so 
much precocious talk. Better is 
Peggy Ryan, who gets off the gater 
chatter with a little more conviction. 
Moore as the boy, William Gargan 
as her father Rooney, and Guy 
Kibbee as grandfather Rooney suffice 
in efforts to surmount the script. 

Production mounting is —. 

erb. 





Alice Among Villagers 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Alice Faye, recently a mother, will 
return to film work at 20th-Fox as 
the star in ‘Greenwich Village,’ 
slated for summer production. 

William LeBaron is producing, 
with Michael Fessier and Ernest 
Pagano doing the screen play. 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Bambi’ (RKO). An artistic 
bullseye for Disney but lacking 
in sock comedy and drama. 
Average grosser. 

‘Her Cardboard Lover’ (M-G). 
Adaptation of 1927 play, with 
Norma Shearer and Robert Tay- 
lor, a disappointment. 

‘Miss Annie Rooney’ (UA). 
Shirley Temple in a tired tale 
of dubious b.o. potentials. 

‘Maisie Gets Her Man’ (M-G). 
Standard in the ‘Maisie’ series; 
Ann Sothern and Red Skelton 
starred. 

‘Stardust On The Sage’ (Rep). 
Average Autry song and horse 
opera, strictly for his fans. 

‘Stagecoach Express’ (Rep). 
Good all around standard west- 
ern. 

‘La Novela de un Joven Pobne’ 
(Arg.). Spanish language pic of 
mediocre interest. 





Maisie Gets Her Man 


(ONE SONG) 


Metro release of J. Walter Ruben pro- 
duction. Stars Ann Sothern and Red Skel- 
ton; features Leo Goicey, Allen Jenkins, 
Donald Meek, Walter Catlett, Lieyd Cor- 
rigan, Fritz Feld Directed by Roy Del 
Ruth. Screenplay, Betty Reinhardt and 
Mary C. McCall, Jr., from original by Miss 
Reinhardt and Ethel! Hill, baged on char- 
acters created by Wilson Collison; camera, 
Harry Stradling; music. Lennie Hayton; 
song, ‘Cookin’ With Gas." by Roger Edens; 
dances, Danny Dare; editor, Frederick Y. 
Smith. Previewed in projection room, N. Y., 





May 22, '42. Running time, 85 MINS, 


DSR oka ct-eccedamesis Ann Sothern 
” MOM s< 5054 be0 Seeks canes Red Skelton 
a rr eee «.-Leo Gorcey 
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ES ee eae eveces Walter Caiiett 
PROTOREOP CIOS. oc cc ccceecesveoses Fritz Feld 
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ASC GIRMAM. -oceccccesscesece Frank Jenks 
WIBIC, . cc cccccceccceccccevcess Pamela Blake 





As another in the comedy series 
this latest “Vtaisie’ is standard and 
should pay off, aided particularly by 
the Red Skelton and Ann Sothern 
names, and especially Skelton’s radio 
rep. 

This time, Maisie, played by Miss 
Sothern, is graced with a show biz 
background that is strongly reminis- 
cent of a Broadway theatrical hang- 
out, a bankrupt building whose 
habitues and lessees consist of shoe- 
string producers, scheming agents 
and office-in-hat promoters. at’s 
the comedy. 

As a stranded performer, Miss 
Sothern becomes linked with Skel- 
ton, who plays a stage-struck, would- 
be comedian, in a swWindle perpe- 
trated by a gent who leaves the un- 
suspecting pair holding the bag. 
That’s the drama. 

Skelton, however, manages to get 
out of the can when Miss Sothern 
ultimately smares the absconder. And 
that means love. 

The starred pair give fine perform- 
ances, particularly Miss Sothern, 
whose consistently good portrayals 
in the ‘Maisie’ pictures rate her bet- 
ter stories. However, she appears a 
little more plumpish than usual. 

Allen Jenkins is miscast as the 
manager of the theatrical building, 
a genial, benign soul. It’s in sharp 
contrast to the mugg type of parts 
with which he’s long been associated, 
and somehow the difference in roles 
is particularly apparent fn this 
background of muggs. His perform- 
ance, however, is as commendable as 
the script would allow. Leo Gorcey, 
Donald Meek, Lioyd Corrigan (the 
swindler), Walter Catlett and Fritz 
Feld contribute plausible character- 
izations. 

Roy Del Ruth’s direction has con- 
sistently kept the film at an even 
pace. Naka, 


Stagecoach Express 


Republic release of George Sherman pro- 
duction. Stars Don ‘Red’ Barry; features 
Lypn Merrick and Al St. John. Directed 
by George Sherman; screenplay, Arthur V. 
Jones; story, Doris Schroeder; editor, Wil- 
Ham Thompson; camera, John MacBurnie. 
Reviewed at New York, N. ¥., dual, May 20, 
’42. Running time, 55 MINS. 


Dave Gregory. ccccccceses Don ‘Red’ Barry 
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This western has a fair story and 
generally satisfactory acting, and 
should toe the mark on the end of 
double bills. Film is well directed 
and has sufficient gunplay at the 
end for the youngsters. 

Story deals with efforts on the 
part of a mail clerk to secure a 
franchise for a new stagecoach line 
from his employer, Lynn Merrick. 
Hoodlums ye the clerk, who tips 
them off on shipments of mail and 
gold on the old stage coach. Into 
this situation rides hero, Don ‘Red’ 
Barry. Aided by a reformed gambler 
and his partner, Barry cleans up the 
mob and gets his gal. 

Performers are all okay. Barry 
acts credibly and handles his six- 
shooter in the proper right tradition. 
Al St. John provides his usual brand 
of humor. Lynn Merrick looks help- 
less and pretty, which is par for a 
western heroine. Robert Kent and 
Emmett Lynn are satisfactory as the 





gambler and the clerk. 
Camera work is good. Eddy. 





Stardust on the Sage 


(WITH SONGS) 


Republic release of Harry Grey produc- 
tion. Stars Gene Autry; features Smiley 
Burnette. Directed by William Morgan; 
screenplay, Betty Burbridge; story, Dorrell 
and Stuart McGowan; editor, Edward 
Mann; camera, Buc Thackery. Previewed 


at Republic projection room, N. Y., May 
22, 42. Running time, 65 MINS. 

GBORGs ccccccccdccccccccceseveces Gene Autry 
Bro@....cccccccsvesscssecs Smiley Burnette 
JOH Drew... .cccccccccsccvcssscess Bill Henry 
SUP TOW. cécsdiccacee eesece Edith Fellows 
Nancy DreW..ccsccccscesecsss Louise Currie 
PORPHOBc occ ccccvecgececees Emmett Vogan 
Curly. vecccececcececceceeses George Ernest 
Blagising,. ...cccccceccccvesess Vince Barnett 
Mrs. Haskins ... Betty Farrington 
Murphy... cvccccccsesesecsces Roy Barcroft 
MacGOWan. .ccccscesccsessvces Tom London 








On the basis of Gene Autry’s 
name, this film should do good busi- 
ness in its market, but the star’s 
fans will have to be plenty appre- 
ciative of his singing, an over- 
abundance being evident in this film. 

The story deals with an attempt to 
sell mining stock to cattlemen by 
Autry’s youthful partner. The 
mine’s tools are secretly owned by 
the foreman, who plots to get the 
mine away from both Autry and his 
partner. Plenty of fights and final 
dynamiting of the mine to secure 
water after a chase across the coun- 
try bring story to a close. 

Songs quest are ‘Home on the 
Range,’ ‘You Are My Sunshine,’ 
‘Deep in the Heart of Texas,’ ‘Roll 
on Little Dogies,’ ‘When the Roses 
Bloom Again,’ ‘Goodnight Sweet- 
heart,’ ‘You'll Be Sorry,’ ‘I'll Never 
Let You Go,’ and ‘Wouldn’t You Like 
to Know.’ They take up a good 
quarter of the playing time, which 
is too much. 

Autry is his usual self. Smiley 
Burnette’s humor is for the kids. 
Bill Henry, as the partner, is ade- 
quate, and Louise Currie, as the love 
interest, is satisfactory. As her sis- 
ter, Edith Fellows sings several 
solos sans much interest. , 


Camerawork is good, but direction 
spotty. Eddy. 


Junior G-Men of the Air 


(SERIAL) 

Universal release of Henry MacRae pro- 
Juction. Features Dead End Kids, Little 
Tough Guys, Lionel Atwill, Frank Albert- 
son. Directed by Ray Taylor, Lew Col- 





lins. Camera, William Sickner; editor, 
Saul Goodkind. Previewed in projection 
room, N. Y., May 20, °42, 

MGR” Savvessdravccacessesseceas’ Billy Halop 
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MEE 09'0.66650460000000dsos sabe Charlies Lung 





Juve triller for Saturday matinee 
billing is the standard scalp-lifting 
stuff with a gesture toward current 
themes. It’s transparently ludicrous 
to adults, but is sufficiently packed 
with explosive action, villainy and 
heroics to keep the urchins in a 
dither. It even has what the kids 
will regard as comedy. First three 
installments, running 20-odd minutes 
each, are sub-titled ‘Wings of Flame,’ 
‘The Plunge of Peril’ and ‘Hidden 
Danger.’ 


Basic plot has the Dead End Kids 
and Little Tough Guys, headed by 
Billy Halop, as non-conformist rap- 
scallions obsessed with being flyers. 
They become involved in the 
machinations of an _ espionage- 
sabotage ring and the State Patrol 
and the Junior G-Men. There are 
slugfests, wild chases, dizzy plane 
flights and such roughhouse galore. 
The story is strictly ersatz (the 
scenarists aren’t even billed, prob- 
ably at their own request), while the 
direction, acting, photography and 
special effects are really dire. ~- 

But the youngsters will surely 
gulp every frenzied moment of it. 

Hobe. 


La Novela De Un Joven 
Pobre 


(‘The Novel of a Poor Young Man’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
(With Songs) 


Buenos Aires, May 10. 


EFA production and release. Stars Hugo 
del Carril and Amanda Ledesma: features 
Santiago Gomez Cou, Carlos Perelli, Nelida 
Bilbao, Consuelo Abad, Francisco Donadio, 
Julio Scarcella, Alberto Terrones, Lopez 
Silva, Lucia Barause, Nestor Martin, An- 
gelica Mariani, Elsa Desel, Armando Bo. 
Directed by Luis Bayon Herrera. Story, 
Octavio Feuillet. Opened at Monumental. 
Running time, 98 MINS, 





,_ This one is Horatio Alger in Latin 

time. It is frequently corny, often 
mushy, but nevertheless has quite a 
bit of pull for Latin audiences. 
Based on the w.k. story by Octavio 
Feuillet, it frequently holds to its 
theatrical original to such an extent 
as to appear stilted. 

Story tells of the difficulties of an 
orphan who falls in love with the 
daughter of his employer. Compli- 
cations, hidden secrets, etc., are all 
pretty routine leading up to the final 
clinch. Characters assume heroic 
attitudes and many scenes provoke 
laughter in the places where they 
were to draw sighs. Tears are ac- 
centuated and the dialog is of little 
interest. 

Hugo del Carril, one of the best 





——— 





This Week’s New Shorts 


‘Cinderella Goes to a Party’ (Car. 
toon comedy in color, Col., 7 mins, )— 
Modernized version of ‘Cinderella’ ig 
snappiest, most original cartoon to 
come from Columbia's mill in months, 
Cindy in this comedy uses a B-19 
plane to go to the ball, a USO benefit, 
Godmother belongs to local 202, fairy 
godmothers’ union, A. F. of L. Solid 
for any theatre. 

‘Screen Snapshots No. 10’ (Col, 9 
mins.)}—Screen stars playing host to 
men in the service at March Field, 
Usual tiresome fluff about screen and 
radio poe tacked on at end. There 
must be a way of presenting screen 
stars off duty so as to keep an audi- 
ence awake. This isn’t it. 

‘Fit to Fight’ (Sports topic, Col, 
11 mins.)—Bill Stern lauds efforts 
of sailors at Great Lakes to keep in 
shape while serving Uncle Sam. 
Camera gives closeup story of such 

















ce 


Current Short Reieases 


(Prints in Exchanges) 











(Compiled by Besa Short) 
‘More Worlds To Conquer’ 


(Adams, 11 mins.). Story of 
aluminum; gratis subject. 
‘Emil Coleman’s Orchestra’ 


(WB, 10 mins.). Solo dances ac- 
company string varied orchestra 
numbers. 

‘Wedded’ Blitz’ (RKO, 18 
mins.) Leon Errol comedy. 

‘Soaring Stars’ (M-G, 11 mins). 
Comedy about Hollywood stars 
at air-race meet. 

‘Master Carver’ (U, 10 mins.). 
Stranger Than Fiction includ- 
ing model engines, Ohio warm 
spring, etc. 

‘Mysterious Fountain of Youth’ 
(U, 10 mins.). Stranger Than 
Fiction including knitter of dog- 
hair sweaters, non-toothache 
city, etc. 

‘Spanish Fiesta’ (WB, 21 
mins.). Ballet Russe’s interpre- 
tation of ‘Capriccio Espagnolo,’ 
with Tamara Toumanova and 
Leonide Massine. 








sports celebs as fighters Billy Soose 
and Fred Apostoli, Ace Parker and 
enough other grid stars to make a 
crack pro eleven; Bob Feller, Sam 
Chapman and Commander Gene Tun- 
ney training the chief poy officers, 
many of ’em former athletic stars. 

‘Community Sing No. 10’ (Screen 
song series, Col., 104% mins.)—Lew 
White’s expert organlog gives this a 
real assist as the Songspinners parade 
a lengthy group of tunes, best of 
which are ‘Apple Tree,’ ‘Sweet Sue’ 
and ‘Something About a Soldier.’ 
Tops in recent months, but still just 
a community sing. 

‘A Study_in Socks’ (Comedy, Col., 
17 mins.)—This slapstick is filled with 
many oldies, but they get across be- 
cause well conceived and projected. 
College yarn is about student chemist 
who is trying to get his newly-in- 
vented super-gasoline tested by the 
army. On this bare idea a string of 
venerable gags are effectively hung. 
Monty Collins, young vet of innumer- 
able comedies; David Durand, Mar- 
jorie Deanne, Johnny Holmes head 
capable cast. Harry Edwards, who 
helped with the screenplay, directed 
glibly. Wear. 


‘Call of the Sea’ (‘Going Places,’ 
travelog, U., 9 mins.).—This capsule 
piece about Gloucester, Mass., indi- 
cates that the New England fishing 
port offers a likely subject for a 
vivid film short. ut ‘Call of the 
Sea’ isn’t it. Little of the town’s 
salty history, its polyglot Portuguese- 
American population, facts about its 
fishing industry or any of the color- 
ful aspects of its sailing activity is 
even touched, let alone adequately 
treated. There are a few shots of 
fish being pulled in, filleted and 
dried, but the feeling or atmosphere 
of the ships and fishermen is miss- 
ing. There are shots of the town’s 
art colony and artists, but it fails to 
generate interest. There’s mention 
in the sound-track of the new sub- 
marine menace, but it doesn’t appear 
on the screen. ‘Call of the Sea’ is an 
intriguing title, but isn’t justified by 
the dull picture. Hobe. 





‘Food—Weapon of Conquest 
(World of Action war subject, UA, 
21 mins.)—Latest subject turned out 
John Grierson’s Canadian Informa- 
tion Service, with Stuart Legg’s ed- 
iting and written commentary again 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Latin grossers, does fair work in & 
role which is hardly his type. His 
songs, however, done with his own 
guitar accompaniment, are good and 
cleverly introduced. Amanda 
Ledesma, femme lead, photographs 
badly and is n.s.h. as an actress. In 
supporting roles, Santiago Gomez 
Cou and Lopez Silva are okay while 
= Bilbao is especially worthy of 
note. 

Director Luis Bayon Herrera has 
done a presentable job although at 
times film drags. Action is played in 
B.A. streets of the period, the turn 
of the century. Photography a 

ay. 
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Reap’ $22,000, Getting Rich Harvest 
In Chi; ‘Gone’ Good 96 on Return, 
Chico Marx- Annapolis’ Fine 206 





Chicago, May 26. 
‘Gone With the Wind’ is back in 
town for still another run, opening 
in the Apollo, and looks for a pretty 
good repeat stay in the downtown 


rot the newcomers the best item is 
‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ which got 
away fast in the big State-Lake and 
drew fine comment from press and 
public. Figures to stay around for 
quite a spell and reap plenty of do- 
mestic sugar. The Chicago is hold- 
ing over Phil Regan on the stage 
and ‘Tripoli’ on the screen, after 
poth turned in a good coin session 
last week, and on the combination 
is continuing brightly this session. 

Palace took out ‘Spitfire at Sea’ 
from a combine with ‘Broadway’ 
and replaced the lesser ftem_ with 
‘Tough As They Come,’ Dead-Ender. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Gone’ (M-G). Again back in the 
loop and doing excellently; looking 
for $9,000 on repeat. Last week, end 
of four-week run of ‘Invaders’ (Col) 
and ‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (UA), saw 
bright $5,200. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
‘Tripoli’ (20th) and vaude, headlining 
Phil Regan (2d wk). Holdover for 
picture and Regan doing bee geo job 
for the house at indica $33,000, 
following nice $37,200 last week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) and ‘Murder Big 
House’ (WB) (3d wk). Strictly the 
former picture for coin, which is 
now in third loop week and taking 


good $4,000, after neat $6,200 last 
week. 
Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 


44-55)—Hello Annapolis’ (Col) and 
Chico Marx orch. Marx band draw- 
ing the coin this week for bright 
$20,000. Last week, Bill Robinson 
unit on stage with ‘Gentleman at 
Heart’ (20th), fine $20,800. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 33-44-66-75) 
—Broadway’ (U) (2d wk), and 
‘Tough As Come’ (U) (ist wk). Sec- 
ond week for former flicker and 
combo going well at $13,000 current- 
ly. Last week, with ‘Spitfire’ (RKO), 
fat $16,400. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Rings on Fingers’ (20th) and 
‘Agent Japan’ (20th). Not much at 
$9,500. Last week, ‘Shanghai’ (UA) 


and ‘Hayfoot’ (UA), finished fort- 
night to alright $9,100. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 35-55- 


65-75) —‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). 
Opened in mid-week and will get 
excellent $22,000 on initial session. 
Last week, ‘Woman of Year’ (M-G), 
= four-week run to good $10,- 


United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700; 
35-55-65-75)—‘Moontide’ (20th) (2d 
wk). Going to good $10,000 this 
week, following satisfactory take of 
$13,200 last week. 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200; 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) and 
“Desperate Chance’ (Rep) (2d« wk). 
wnt A a following neat $8,800 last 
week, 


PARIS CALLING’ TOPS 
BUENOS AIRES, $7,800 


Buenos Aires, May 19. 
One of the strongest pro-demo- 
cratic pics to play here for some 
time, ‘Paris Calling’ (U) has also 
turned out to be this week’s best 
grosser, an indication that the public 
knows where it stands, even though 
officialdom is not often as certain. 
Film drew 31,000 pesos—approxi- 

mately $7,800 U.S., to the Opera. 


Other estimates, all given in Ar- 


gentine pesos, currently at about 25c 
U.S., follow: 








Ambassador (Lautaret & Cavallo) | 


1,400; 2.50; 2.00)—‘Weekend in Ha- 
vana’ (20th). First week of the sec- 
ond run drew a fair 14,000, which 
could have been better. Last week. 
Little Foxes’ (RKO), first week of 
second run, drew 25,000. 

: Ideal (Lococo) (970; 3.00; 2.50)— 

e Prime Minister’ (WB). Fair 
10,000 on second run, after 16,000 pre- 
viously, 

Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia) (2,800; 
2.00; 1.50)—'Chkocolate Soldier’ (M- 
G). N.s.h. 23,000, which, while good 
aS an average, is disappointing for 
this house and film. Last week, 
Bedtime Story’ (Col), 20,000. 

Rex (Cordero, Cavallo & Lautaret) 
(3,305; 2.50; 2.00)—‘Remember Day’ 
(20th ). O.K. 26,000. Last week, ‘Ball 
of Fire’ (RKO) was season’s best 
with a smasheroo 45,000. 

Normandie (Lococo) (1,400; 2.00: 
1.50)—‘Sergeant York’ (WB). Good 
18,000 on the first week of the sec- 
ond run. Last week, ‘Skylark’ (Tar), 
Starting its second run, drew 12,000. 
(Monumental (Coll, Gatti & Cia) 
Sete 2.00; 1.50)—‘Blossoms in the 
a and ‘Whistling in the Dark’ 

oth M-G). Not bad 10,000 for this 
Switchover from the usual nationals 
at this house. Last week, ‘Cada Ho- 
sar Un Mundo’ (‘Every Home a 
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World’) (Sono Film Arg-rnade), 
slightly less than 10,000. 

Opera (Lococo) (2,400; 2.50: 2.00) 
—‘Paris Calling’ (U). Clicko 31,000. 
Last week, ‘Sullivan's Travels’ (Par), 
o.k. 24,000. 

Suipacha (Lococo) (950; 3.00; 2.50) 
—‘Corsican Brothers’ (UA). Still 
holding up well with 20,000 for the 
yong week. Last week a high of 


‘Kings Row’ Sockoroo 
$11,500 Paces Seattle; 
Tortilla Flat’ Hot 106 


Seattle, May 26. 

Big shows this week spell big take. 
‘Kings Row’ at Orpheum is off to a 
nice lead but ‘Tortilla Flat’ at the 
Fifth Avenue is just behind. ‘Suicide 
Squadron’ is being helped at the 
Palomar by Merry Macs and Al 
Donahue band to a very big week’s 
total. Paramount is holding ‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ for second stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 


Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 30-40-58)—‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and 
‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th) (3d wk). 
Hot release from Fifth, good $3,100. 
Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par), swell 
$3,000 on seventh week of downtown 


run. 
Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
58)—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘Time 








for Keeps’ (M-G). Great $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and 
‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th) (2d wk), 


dandy $6,200. 

Liberty (J&vH) (1,650; 30-40-58)— 
‘Call Marines’ (RKO) and ‘Chance 
Ellery Queen’ (Col). Big $7,000. 
Last week, ‘Martin Eden’ (Col) and 
‘Blondie’s Event’ (Col), fair $5,200. 

Music Box (H-E) (800; 30-40-58)— 
‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Henry, 
Dizzy’ (Par) (4th wk). Dandy $3,000. 
Last week, same duo, big $3,800. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 30-40-58) 
—Rings on Fingers’ (20th) and 
‘Born to Sing’ (M-G). Big ad outlay 
for this house, and will get a nice 
$4,700. Last week, “Tuttles’ (RKO) 
and ‘Valley of Sun’ (RKO) (2d wk), 
mild $3,600. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-58)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB). Rollicking 
$11,500. Last week, ‘Hickok’ (WB) 
and ‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) (2d 
wk), dipped so held only five days, 
fair $3,900. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 23-35- 
58)—‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep) plus 
Al Donahue orch and Merr acs 
on stage. Stage show responsible for 
a tremendous $10,000. Last week, 
‘Jimmy Valentine’ (Rep) plus Louis 
Armstrong band on stage, great 
$9,400; band responsible for best biz 
here this year to date. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 40-50-65) 
—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Big $6,500. Last week, same picture 
solo, fancy $13,300. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 23-40)— 
‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and ‘Bahama 
Passage’ (Par) (2d run). Neat $3,500. 
Last week, ‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) 
and ‘Confirm, Deny’ (20th) (2d run), 
big $3,200. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 20- 
30)—‘Man to Dinner’ (WB) and 
‘Fiesta’ (UA) (3d run). Solid $3,000, 
Last week, ‘Through Night’ (WB) 
and ‘Kathleen’ (M-G) (3d run), only 
fairish $2,600. 


‘REAP’ RECORD $13,600 
IN PORT.; ‘AHOY’ 96, 2D 


Portland, Ore., May 26. 

‘Reap the Wild Wind’ is riding 
high solo at the Paramount with the 
only other new pic, ‘My Gal Sal,’ 
|also terrific at the Orpheum. ‘Ship 
| Ahoy’ is remarkably strong on its 
second session after a record-smash- 
ing first week at the Broadway. 

Estimates for This Week 











Broadway (Parker) (1,900; 35-40- 
50)—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and ‘Grand 
|Central Murder’ (M-G) (2d wk). 


Still tearing across for strong $9,000. 
First week went over the top for 
terrific $12,000, record-breaking. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500; 40-50)—‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G) 
(2d wk). Nice $4,000. Last week, 
rousing $7,000. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- 
800; 35-40-50) —‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and 
‘Castle Desert’ (20th). Terrific $10,- 
800. Last week, ‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ 
(RKO) and ‘Mayor 44th St.’ (RKO), 
good $7,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,000; 35-40-50) 
—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Though 
playing solo, record-breaking $13,600 
in sizit. Last week, ‘Male Animal 
(WB) and ‘Always in Heart’ (WB), 
disappointed at $7,600. " 

United Artists (Parker) (900; 35-40- 
50)—‘Kings Row’ (WB) (3d_ wk). 
Making good $4,600 in third stanza. 
First two weeks rolled up tremen- 
dous $16,000. 








First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of May 28 
Aster—‘This Above All’ (20th) 
(3d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 12) 
Capitol—‘The Spoilers’ (U) (2d 
week}. 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 15) 
Criterion—‘Vanishing Virgin- 
ian’ (M-G). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 3) 
Globe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(7th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 
Hollywood — ‘Yankee Doodle 
Dandy’ (WB) (30). 
Music Hall—‘Tortilla Flat’ (M- 
G) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 
Paramount—Take a Letter, 
Darling’ (Par) (27). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 
Rivoli—Ships With Wings’ 
(UA) (2d week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 7) 
Rexy—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) (5th 
week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 22) 
Stanley — ‘Guerrilla Brigade’ 
(Artkino) (7th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ March 4) 
Strand—‘In This Our Life’ 
(WB) (4th week). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 29) 
Week of June 4 
Astor—‘This Above Ali’ (20th) 
(4th week). 
Capitol—‘Broadway’ (U). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 6) 
Criterion—‘Vanishing Virgin- 
ian’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Giobe—‘The Gold Rush’ (UA) 
(8th week). 
Music Hall—‘Mrs. Miniver’ 
(M-G) (1). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ May 137 
Paramount—‘Take a _ Letter, 
Darling’ (Par) (2d week). 
Riveli—Ships With Wings’ 
(UA) (3d week). 
Roxy—Ten Gentlemen From 
West Point’ (20th) (5). 
Stanley — ‘Guerrilla Brigade’ 
(Artkino) (8th week). 
Strand—‘Juke Girl’ (WB). 
(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ April 8) 


SAL IS SWEET 
AT $11,000 
IN PIT 


Pittsburgh, May 26. 

Golden Triangle’s looking up nice- 
ly on continued cool weather and 
flock of ace attractions. Banging 
away at Fulton’s upper brackets is 
“My Gal Sal,’ whch looks like a cinch 
for at least three weeks. Combo of 
Gene Krupa and ‘Joe Smith, Ameri- 
can,’ at Stanley, and ‘My Favorite 
Blonde,’ at Penn, are both geared for 
plenty of profit. Only disappoint- 
ment is ‘Moontide,’ at Harris. 


Estimates for This Week 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 30-40-55)— 
‘My Gal Sal’ (20th). Musical getting 
top coin for this spot. Looks like 
pretty close to $11,000, about the best 
take here in months. Last week, 
‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (2d wk), fine 
$5,100. 

Harris (Harris) (2,200; 30-40-55)— 
‘Moontide’ (20th). Obviously it’s 
going to take more than Gabin’s rep 
in French pix and just a fair Ameri- 
can debut to get him over. May get 
$7,500, which isn’t good, considering 
expectations and heavy outlay for 
campaign. Last week, second of ‘In- 
vaders’ (Col), all right $7,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 30-40-55) 
—‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par). Bob Hope- 
Madeleine Carroll in widely ap- 
proved comedy, aiming for nice $15,- 
500, which insures h.o. via the usual 
Penn-Warner-Ritz route... Last week, 
‘Kings Row’ (WB), phenomenal here 
for second week at $15,500 on top of 
first week’s $23,000 

Ritz (WB) (800: 30-40-55)—‘Fleet’s 
In’ (Par) (3d wk). It’s third week 
for musical at this small-seater, 
clickeroo having started at Penn and 
moved to Warner. Wearing down a 
bit now; but $2,000 will be plenty 
okay for windup. Last week, good 
$2,300. 


Senator (Harris) (1,750: 30-40-55) 
—Invaders’ (Col). Shifted here 
after big fortnight at Harris. Should 
come fairly close to $4,000, good. 
Last week, ‘Night Before Divorce’ 
(20th) and ‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par), 
hardly $2,000, poor. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800; 30-40-55-66) 
—Joe Smith’ (M-G) and Gene 
Krupa. Swing seems to be what 
they want here. However, picture 
getting some good word-of-mouth 
and can take some credit for fine 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Always in Heart’ 
(WB) and Benny Goodman, bettered 
$22,500, great. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 30-40-55)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB). Here after two 











Broadway Biz Undimmed; Tortilla’ 
Buenos 90G, ‘Spoilers’ NSH $20,000, 
Holdovers Wow, ‘Gold Rush’ 6th, 14G 





Downtown New York b.o.’s seem 

to have developed no discomfort as 
yet due to the dimout, gas ration- 
ing, etc. The blackout of Manhat- 
tan Friday night (22) inflicted little 
damage; the neighborhoods reported 
some suffering, however. 
New pictures this week include 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (Music Hall), ‘Spoilers’ 
(Capitol), ‘Ship With Wings’ (Riv- 
oli), and ‘Grand Central Murder’ 
(Rialto). 

The film adaptation of the John 
Steinbeck play should take the Hall 
to a strong $90,000, thereby gaining 
a holdover. The ‘Spoilers’ remake 
started slowly and has failed to get 
up steam, with result it will prob- 
ably run short of $20,000, disappoint- 
ing. However, it is being retained 
another week. Another that isn’t do- 
ing well is ‘Ships With Wings.’ The 
Rivoli will be fortunate to top a 
lean $15,000 with it but due to lack 
of available worthwhile product at 
the moment the theatre will be 
forced into a second week. 

All holdovers, six of them, as well 
as the second-run State, are socko 
en masse. This includes the second 
week at the Paramount of “This Gun 
for Hire’ and the Woody Herman 
band, which ended last night (Tues- 
day) at $51,000, smash takings. 

‘In This Our Life,’ plus the Jimmy 
Dorsey band, at the Strand, where 
they’re going great guns on the third 
(current) round, looks like a cool 


$47,000, immense. Goes another 
week. 

Starting its third week today 
(Wednesday), “This Above All’ sec- 
ond stanza through yesterday (Tues- 
day) added a muscular $22, Now 


in its fourth speedy week at the 
Roxy, ‘My Gal Sal’ is still doing ex- 
ceptionally well. It should pass the 
wire at $42,000, or over, and in con- 
sequence will be held another stanza 
for a total of five. 

‘Gold Rush,’ in its sixth week, is on 
the way to a sturdy $14,000, while 
‘Suicide Squadron,’ ending its sec- 
ond session at the Criterion last night 
(Tuesday), ulled nearly $10,000, 
very good. e Crit brings in ‘Van- 
ishing Virginian’ today (Wednes- 
day). Par’s new show at same time 
is “Take Letter, Darling,’ and the 
Benny Goodman band. 

State, playing ‘Jungle Book’ sec- 
ond-run after several weeks at the 
Riv, plus a stage bill including Joe 
E. Lewis and Kitty Carlisle, will get 
$23,500 or better, nice profit. 

Hollywood relights Friday evening 
(29) for the bond-sale premiere of 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB), with 
the house entirely sold out. Regular 
run begins following day (30) at a 
scale ranging from 83c to $2.20, two 
shows daily excepting Saturdays- 
Sundays, when there will be three. 
While exact figures have not yet been 
compiled, total sale of bonds, ranging 
from $25 to $25,000 for each premiere 
ticket, runs approximately $5,500,000. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Loew’s) (1,012; 55-64-75- 
85-$1.10)—This Above All’ (20th) 
(3d wk). Begins third semester to- 
day (Wednesday); second week 
strong at $22,000, close behind initial 
seven days’ total of $24,500. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,620; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.25)—‘Spoilers’ (M-G). Won't 
hit $20,000, very disappointing, but 
holds nonetheless, with ‘Broadway’ 
(U) slated to come in Thursday (4). 
Last week, second for ‘Rio Rita’ 
(M-G), under $15,000, poor. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062; 35-44-55- 
75) — ‘Vanishing Virginian’ (M-G) 
opens here today (Wednesday) fol- 
lowing two money-getting weeks 
with ‘Suicide Squadron’ (Rep); first 
over $15,000, second near to $10,000. 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75-99- 
$1.10) —‘Gold Rush’ (UA) (6th wk). 
Continues strong, currently on sixth 
stanza looking $14,000. Last week 
(5th) was $16,000. No date for de- 
parture set. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)—‘Male Animal’ (WB) (2d 
run)) and ‘Who is Hope Schuyler?’ 
(20th) (1st run), dualed. Gate will 


total about $9,000, okay. Last week 
‘Shores of Tripoli’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘Sing Your Worries Away’ 


(RKO) (1st run), $9,500, good. 


Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- 
99-$1.10) — ‘Take Letter, Darling’ 
(Par) and Benny Goodman open 
here this morning (Wednesday). 
‘This Gun For Hire’ (Par) and the 
Woody Herman band, plus the Ink 
Spots, went two weeks, doing fine; 
first week slightly over $60,000, sec- 
ond $51,000. But for booking com- 
mitments and a policy on the part 
of Par not to milk films too far on 
their first-run dates here, show 
would have been held over. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5945; 44-55-85-99-$1.65)— 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and stageshow. | 


weeks at Penn and still b.o. honey. | 
Should clock $9,000 at moveover | 
spot, plenty healthy. Last week, | 








‘Valley of Sun’ (RKO) and ‘Mayor 
44th St.’ (RKO), woebegone $3,200. 


Very good from the opening and 
holding steadily for a first week’s 
take of $90,000. Remains a second. 
On the second canto of ‘Saboteur’ 
(U) the till showed $72,000, some 
profit. 


Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-55)— 
‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G). This 
one getting a good play, about $7,800, 
Last week ‘Whispering Ghosts’ 
(20th), $5,300, light. 

Rivoli (UA) (2,092; 35-50-75-85-99) 
—Ships With Wings’ (UA). Un- 
likely to go over $15,000 on the first 
week, disappointing, but will be held 
due to house’s lack of product. 
Final nine days beyond a second 
week for ‘Moontide’ (20th) $14,000, 
weak. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 40-55-65-75-85- 
99)—‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) and stage 
show (4th wk). A pretty baby at 
the b.o., this week (4th) looking 
around $42,000 or better and sticks 
another \ stanza. The third week 
mounted to $49,000, very big. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 39-44-55- 
75-99-$1.10)—‘Jungle Book’ (UA) (2d 
run) and, on stage, Joe E. Lewis and 
Kitty Carlisle. A good $23,500 or 
more is anticipated. Last week, 
‘Bedtime Story’ (Col) (2d run) and 
Arthur Treacher, Benny Davis, 
others, on stage, close to $20,000, 
okay. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘In This Our Life’ (WB) 
and Jimmy Dorsey (3d wk). Hit- 
ting terrific pace for probable $47,- 
000 and goes a fourth week. Last 
stanza (2d) skyrocketed to $51,000. 


‘Moontide’ $13,500 In 
St. Loo, Top Newcomer; 
Tortilla’ Big 156 H.0. 


St. Louis, May 26. 

Two holdovers in the deluxers 
this week, and Loew’s is boasting its 
seventh since Jan. 1. ‘Tortilla Flat’ 
should again lead the b.o. derby in 
this house. ‘My Gal Sal’ also is good 
at the Missouri on its second week. 
‘Moontide’ is nice at the Fox, best 
new entry. 

Estimates for This Week 


Loew's (Loew) (3,172; 30-40)— 
‘Tortilla Fiat’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie 
College’ (Col) (2d wk). Good for 
another $15,000 after the sock $22,- 
000 grabbed in first session. Last 
week’s take was the best in months, 

Fox (F&M) (5,000; 30-40-50)— 
‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Tuttles Ta- 
hiti? (RKO). Good getaway will en- 
able this pair to garner a trim 
$13,500. Last week, ‘This Our Life’ 
(WB) and ‘Whispering Ghosts’ 
(20th), $12,200, solid. 

Missouri (F&M) (3,570; 30-40-50 )— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Broadway’ (U) 
(2d wk). May share a neat $6,500 
to tack onto a fine $7,300 for first 
week. 

St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 30-40)-— 
‘Heart Rio Grande’ (Rep) and ‘Un- 
seen Enemy’ (U). Good $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Bahama Passage’ (Par) and 
‘Lady Has Plans’ (Par), fine $3,800. 


TORTILLA’, GOOD $6,560, 
PACES H.0.S iN MEMPHIS 


Memphis, May 26. 

Three holdovers leave Main street 
to ‘Tortilla Flat’ this week and the 
Steinbeck opus is doing well for it- 
self at Loew’s Palace. 

‘Reap the Wild Wind’ is pacing the 
carryovers on the strength of upped 
admishes at the Malco. 


Estimates for This Week 











Warner (WB) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB) (2d _ wk). 
Davis-DeHavilland love duel might 
boom to nifty $4,000 on second 


stanza, after doing terrific $8,000 on 
opener. 

Malce (Lightman) (2,200; 15-40-55) 
—Reap Wild Wind’ (Par) (2d wk). 
This one has healthy $4,000 in sight. 
Last week, whopping $9,000. 

Palace (Loew) (2,000; 10-33-44)— 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G). Tracy-Lamarr- 
Garfield-Morgan combo aiming for 
bullish $6,500. Last week, ‘Comes 
Marines’ (RKO), four days, and ‘Kil- 
dare’s Victory’ (M-G), three days, 
$3,000, so-so. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 10-33-44)— 
‘Gal Sal’ (20th) (3d wk). Ought to 
rate $3,000. Last week, $6,500, good. 


Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
33)—‘Song Islands’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) (2d run), 
split. Not so good; mebbe $1,400. Last 
week, ‘To Be’ (UA) (2d run), three 
days: ‘Yokel Boy’ (Rep), one day, 
and ‘Torpedo Boat’ (Par) and ‘Black 
Dragon’ (Par), three days; $1,600, 
all right. 
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WORLD PREMIERE .: 


JAMES CAGNEY. 
YANKEE DOODLE DANDY’ 


at the Hollywood Theater—B’way at 51st St.—May 29th at 8:30 P. M.. 
xk**kwkkk x 
On behalf of the N. Y. War Savings Staff of the U.S 
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The biggest opening in 
history ... handled by 


WARNER BROS. 
—nnwealey, 


























tae ef & 


OO tate ete 8 


I 
( 
Ss 


RC 














Wednesday, May 27, 1942 


VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


11 





‘Our Life’ Paces Philly, Wow $23.000- 
True to Army -Gray-Mills Bros, 216 





Philadelphia, May 26. 

-y grosses at many of the de- 
— ae sesh proves that Philly 
film fans will turn out for good pic- 
tures, gasoline rationing or not. Re- 
flecting this trend is the husky take 
being chalked up by ‘In This Our 
Life’ at the Boyd as well as ‘Ship 
Ahoy’ at the Stanley. Biz of ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind,’ at the Aldine, con- 
tinues healthy. ; 

Weekend trade is especially heavy 
here, apparently because less people 
leave town at the end of the week 
because of gas rationing. 

Estimates for This Week 

ine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68- 
ay oo Wild Wind’ (Par) (4th 
wk). Continuing brisk business with 
an elegant $11,500 for this trip. Third 
round, last week, netted solid $12,000. 


readia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
Fleet's In’ (Par) (2d run) (2d 
wk). Dropping off to a mediocre 
$2,800 after husky $4,300 for first 
week of second run, 

Boyd (WB) (2,568; 35-46-57-68 )— 
‘This Our Life’ (WB). Flock of 
femme fans building this to smash 
$23,000. In addition, picked up extra 
$3,000 at ‘gravy’ Sunday showing at 
Earle reserved for pic topping 
week's gross. Last week, ‘Moontide’ 
(20th), stumbled on home stretch to 
wind up pallid $12,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—True to Army’ (Par) with Glen 
Gray orch plus Mills Bros. Looks 
like okay $21,000. Last week. ‘Yanks 
Trinidad’ (Col) and Lionel Hampton 
orch, good $22,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,425; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col). Getting 
slapped down by crix and looks like 
unsatisfactory $12.000. Last week. 
‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB), unspectacular 
$12,800 plus an added $2,000 for extra 
Earle showing on Sunday. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) 
—‘Moontide’ (20th) (2d run). Fair- 
ish $4.500. Last week, ‘Were Danc- 
ing’ (M-G), poor $3,800 for second 


run. 

Keith’s (WB) (2.220; 35-46-57-68) 
—Jungle Book’ (UA) (2d _ run). 
N.s.h. $3.500. Last week, ‘Kings Row’ 
(WB). fine $6,500 for second week of 


second run. 


Stanley (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
—Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). Luring ex- 


cellent $19,500. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) (2d wk), neat $12.500. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-68) 
—'Dangerously Live’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Healthy biz for holdover with $5,000 
after fine $7,500 for initialer. 


‘RITA’, GOOD $8,000. 
BEST IN DULL MPLS. 


Minneapolis, May 26. 

Standing out among the contend- 
ers, ‘Rio Rita’ holds the current box- 
office edge. Business generally, how- 
ever, has been on the downgrade the 
past fortnight, and even the takings 
for the Abbott-Costello comedy will 
not be anything to shout about. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Big House’ (WB) and ‘Born to Sing’ 
(M-G), dual first-runs. Looks like 
g00d $1,800 in four days. ‘Land of 
Open Range’ (RKO) and ‘Niagara 
Falls’ (UA), dual first-runs, open 
Wednesday (27). Last week, ‘Alias 
Boston Blackie’ Col} and ‘Fly by 
Night’ (Par), split with ‘Canal Zone’ 
(Col) and ‘Sons Sea’ (WB), first- 
runs, big $2,700 in eight days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 30-40-50)— 
‘We Were Dancing’ (M-G). Shearer- 
Douglas combo bringing in some cus- 
tomers, but only fair $4,500 in pros- 
pect. Last week, ‘Dumbo’ (RKO) 
and ‘Hayfoot’ (UA), fairly good $4,- 
300, with Disney picture responsiblé 
for takings. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28-30)—‘Joan 
of Paris’ (RKO). Highly praised pic- 
ture, but cast names mean nothing to 
boxoffice. However,.may reach good 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Gentleman After 
Dark’ (UA), $3,200, good. 
_~Urpheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 
Rio Rita’ (M-G). Won favorable re- 
views, and Abbott and Costello still 
potent boxoffice names here. Head- 
ing for good $8,000. Last week, 
Shanghai Gesture’ (UA), light $6,700. 

State (P-S) (2,300; 30-40-50 )—‘Song 
Islands’ (20th). Not particularly 
strong fare for this house, but strong 
advertising campaign helping. Sat. 
isfactory $7,500 in prospect. Last 
week, ‘My Favorite Blonde’ (Par) 
(2d wk), good $7,500 after big $10,- 
500 first week, making powerful $18,- 
000 for fortnight. 

Uptown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)—‘Cap- 
tains Clouds’ (WB). First neighbor- 
hood showing. Looks like good $3,- 
200. Last week, ‘Fleet’s In’ (Par), 
first nabe showing, fair $2,800. 
_World (Par-Steffes) (350; 30-40-50- 
55)—Mr. V’ (UA) (24 wk). Looks 
a $2,000, after good $3,000 first 

ek, 
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Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Grosz 
This Week $1,867,300 
(Based on 27 cities, 175 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, tmcruding 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year $1,470,800 
(Based on 26 cities, 182 theatres) 


FANTASIA’ FINE 
$20,000 IN HUB 


Boston, May 26. 


Good trade all over town this 
week, with rainy weather giving 
film houses a good start for the cur- 
rent stanza. ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ is 
holding for third frame at the Met: 
‘Rio Rita’ is staunch in its second 
week at the Orpheum and State, and 
‘Fantasia’ is aiming at big coin for 
its first showing at pop prices ‘here. 


Estimates for This Week 


Boston (RKO) (3,200; 30-44-60-65- 
75)—‘Whispering Ghosts’ (20th) and 
stage show headlining Ann Corio 
and Happy Felton. Tuning up to 
hefty $22,500 on standee biz. Last 
week, ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) and 
stage show headed by Morton 
Downey and Ken Murray, $17,500. 


Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 30-40-44- 
60)—True to Army’ (Par) and ‘On 
Sunny Side’ (20th). Around $6,000, 
good. Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U) (2d wk), 
$6;300, excellent. 


Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 30- 
44-55-60) — ‘Fantasia’ (RKO) and 
‘All-American Co-Ed’ (UA). Flirting 
with fancy $20,000. Last week, 
‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Get Personal’ 
(U) (3d wk), $13,000, good. 


Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 40-55- 
75)—Reap Wind’ (Par) (3d _ wk). 
Pointing to $18,000, strong. Second 
stanza tallied nifty $25,000. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 30-40-50- 
60)—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi 
Agent’ (M-G) (2d wk). Heading for 
$17,500, very good. Initial week hit 
$23,700, socko. 


Paramount (M&P) (1,800; 30-40- 
44-60)—True to Army’ (Par) and 
‘On Sunny Side’ (20th). Around 
$10,000, good. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par) and ‘Frisco Lil’ (U) 
(24 wk), $11,500, dandy. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 30-40-50-60) 
—Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi Agent’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Pointing to $13,500, 
very good, First week, $17,800, ex- 
cellent. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 17-28- 
44-55)—‘Corpse Vanishes’ (Mono) 
and “Tower of London’ (U) (revival) 
(2d wk). Around $3,500, good. First 
week, $4,800. 

















‘Tortilla’, 8G, ‘Saboteur’ 
$7,500, Both Big in Mont] 


; Montreal, May 26. 
Victoria Day (25), national holi- 
day, made for a long weekend and 


boost in grosses currently. ‘Tortilla 
Flat’ and ‘Saboteur’ will get the 
cream. 


Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 35-53- 
67)—Girl from Leningrad’ (Esq). 
Started Monday (25) for six-day run. 

Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
‘Saboteur’ (U). Pointing to lush $7.- 
5U0. Last week, repeat ‘Favorite 
Blonde’ (Par), $5,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700;. 30-45-62)— 
‘Great Man’s Lady’ (Par) and ‘True 
to Army’ (Par). Nice $6,000 in sight. 
Last week, ‘Roxie Hart’ (20th) and 
‘On Sunny Side’ (20th), good $6,500 


Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-53-67)— 
‘Tortilla Flat’ (M-G). Sighting 
strong $8,500. Last week, reneat 


‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par), fair $6,000. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 50-40-53)— 
‘Lady Is Willing’ (Col) and ‘Canal 
Zone’ (Col). Good $4,500 ahead. Last 
week, ‘Nazi Agent’ (M-G) and ‘Born 
to Sing’ (M-G), good $4,000. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) (2d wk). Fine 
$5,000 in sight, after near record for 
house of $6,000 last week. 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500; 
30-40 )—‘Vertige d’un Soir’ and ‘Pri- 
son sans’ Barreaux.’ Fair $3,800. 
Last week, French legit ‘Vie de Bo- 
heme’ with Jean Pierre Aumond and 
Jeanine Crispin, 40c to $1, grossed 
handsome $6,500. 


‘Our Life,’ $9,000, ‘Rita’ 
$9,700, Good in Omaha 


Omaha, May 26. 

Omaha, with ‘Rio Rita’ and ‘Nazi 
Agent,’ and Orpheum, with ‘In This 
Our Life’ and ‘I Was Framed,’ are 
doing the biz here. 

Estimates for This Week 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-30-44) 
—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and ‘Nazi Agent’ 
(M-G). Big $9,700. Last week, ‘Sab- 
oteur’ (U) and ‘What’s Cookin’ (U) 
good $8,500. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1,500; 10- 
25-35-40)—Juke Girl’ (WB) and 
‘Falcon Takes Over’ (RKO). Good 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Wife Takes Flyer’ 
(Col) and ‘Yanks in Trinidad’ (Col), 
$4,400, fine. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 11-30- 
44)—'This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘I Was 








Framed’ (WB). Good $9,000. Last 
week (20-40-50-65), Wayne King 
band with ‘Remarkable Andrew’ 


(Par), wound up with good $14,200. 


Town (Goldberg) (1,400; 11-20-30) 
—‘Raiders of Range’ (U), ‘Desperate 
Cargo’ (Cap), and “Tramp, Tramp’ 
(Cap), first-run triple, split with 
‘Lone Star Raiders’ (Rep), ‘Glamor 
for Sale’ (Col), and ‘Valley of the 
Sun’ (RKO), and ‘Joan of Paris’ 
(RKO), and ‘Great Guns’ (20th). Plus 
supporting Saturday night stage 
show, looks like gross of around $900. 
Last week, ‘Stick to Guns’ (Par) and 
‘Emergency Landing’ (Cap), first- 
runs, and ‘Alias Boston Blackie’ 
(Col), triple, split with ‘Robin Hood 
of the Pecos’ (Rep), ‘Sweetheart of 
the Campus’ (Col), and ‘Unseen Ene- 
my’ @), and ‘To Be’ (UA), and 
‘Brooklyn Orchid’ (UA), fair $800. 


Abbott-Costello Big $25,300, Best 
In Tepid L. A.; ‘Gold Rush’ Smart 246, 








‘Our Life’ 16146 in 3d, Flyer’ Same 2d 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 


This Week 

(Based on 12 thearres) 
Total Gross Same Week 

Last Year 


(Based on 12 theatres) 





‘SHIP AHOY' BIG 
$14,000 IN CINCY 


Cincinnati, May 26. 
Far in the lead, ‘Ship Ahoy,’ at 
the Palace, is bolstering Cincy’s b.o. 
convoy currently. Keith’s is good 
with ‘Twin Beds.’ Albee has a dim- 
mer in ‘Moontide.’ 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
‘Moontide’ (20th). Poor $7,000. Last 
week, ‘In This Our Life’ (WB), swell 
$13,500. 

Gages (RKO) (2,000; 33-40-50)— 
‘My Gal Sal’ (20th). Moveover from 
Palace. Socko $7,000. Last week, 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) (2d run), fairly 
good $4,500. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-28)—‘Fly 
by Night’ (Par) and ‘On Sunny Side’ 











(20th), lit with ‘Murder Big 
House’ (WB) and ‘Panther’s Claw’ 
(PRC). Normal $2,100. Ditto last 


week on ‘Canal Zone’ (Col) and ‘Cas- 
tle in Desert’ (20th), divided with 
‘Corpse Vanishes’ (Mono) and ‘This 
Time Keeps’ (M-G). 


Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— 
‘Grand Central Murder’ (M-G). 
Sluggish $3,500. Last week, ‘Kings 
Row’ (WB), seventh week after six- 
week run at Capitol, hefty $3,500. 


Keith’s (Libson) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Twin Beds’ (UA). Very good $5,000. 
Last week, ‘This Gun Hire’ (Par), 
$2,800, no dice. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 28-33-42)— 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G). Second transfer 
for third week on main stem. Seedy 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Real Glory’ (UA) 
(reissue), eight days, okay $3,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G). Rollicking $14,- 
000. Last week, ‘My Gal Sal’ (20th), 
hotsy-totsy $15,000. 


Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 33-40-50)— 
‘In This Our Life’ (WB). Switched 
from Albee for second week. Mild 
$3,500. Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par), third week on front line, fair 
$3,000. This theatre’s usual summer 
closing starts June 5 








NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Gas and Tire Rationing Appears To Help Theatres— 


ness. 


mer day when 


of year, is strong and steady. 


also reports favorable reaction. 


(RKO), ‘Ships With Wings’ 


tion. 


Lincoln. 


‘This Above All’ 


at New York Astor, 





Exhibitors and circuit heads are checking closely 
on what effect dimouts along the Atlantic seaboard, 
and gas-tire rationing are having on film theatre busi- 
Initial results indicate shortages of rubber and 
gasoline are keeping people in town. 
ports theatres overflowing last Sunday, a typical sum- 
folks usually ride into the country. 
Detroit, which experiences a dip around this time 
New York 
houses apparently feel no ill effects from stricter dim- 
out regulations, even the all-Manhattan blackout last 
Friday (22) having little effect on biz. 


Films which gave previous evidence of being sturdy 
boxoffice entries are carrying the big money load this 
week, but latest product is being spotted in so few 
places no true line on them is Te ‘Syncopation’ 
( ), 
and ‘This Gun For Hire’ (Par) are in this classifica- 
‘Syncopation,’ added by smart showmanship in- 
cluding the appearance of an all-state band on stage, 
got off to a nice start and swell $10,000 in Providence. 

‘Broadway’ Opens Well 

‘Broadway’ is holding up surprisingly on its second 
Chicago week, getting a solid $13,000, and is nice in 
‘Gun For Hire’ racked up $51,000 on its 
second session at N. Y. Paramount and will get $15,000 
in Newark, both fine. ‘Ship With Wings’ is mild in 
New York, but stays for a second week. 
; (20th), boosted by lavish crix 
praise, captured a strong $22,000 on its second stanza 
indicating promise when the 
Power-Fontaine starrer gets general circulation. ‘Sui- 
cide Squadron’ (Rep) continues to live up to initial 
possibilities with a sock $10,000 in Seattle, backed by 
stage show, and fine second Chicago session. 





‘In This 


Providence re- 


fine 
In 


ports very 
downtown theatres. 


Music Hall, 15G 


Philadelphia 


Our Life’ 
with a terrific $47,000 on third New York week, smash 
$23,000 in Philly, nice third week in L. A.; $15,000 
each in Buffalo, 
also fine in Newark and Omaha. 
robust on holdover 
Los Angeles with $25,300 in two houses. 
$31,000 on second sesh 
about the same boat 
(M-G), with an unusually good $90,000 at New York 


in Memphis, great in 


‘Broadway, ‘Syncopation’ Among Top Newcomers 


(WB) still is galloping along, 


Providence and Jersey City, stout; 
‘Rio Rita’ (M-G), 
spots, is leading 
Boston re- 
also in two 
‘Tortilla Flat’ 


and moveover 


is 


Louis week, bullish 


for o—_ St. 
eattle at $10,000, nice in K. C. 


a swell $10,000 in Providence for second session, and 


‘Broadway’ (U) on moveover 


over. 
up trim totals. 


Brooklyn stanza, 


in Philly. 


and is tush in Montreal. 
$20,000 in Boston. 


strong in Montreal. 
‘My Gal Sal’ (20th) is rated a slick baby in New | $5,500 in second sesh of moveover 
York. where it is heading for $42,000 or better on its | run. Last week, rousing $7,000. 
fourth week at the Roxy. 
in 
(Par) also remains nice to great on holdover or move- 
‘Kings Row’ (WB) likewise continues chalking 


Doing well elsewhere but 


several spots. 


‘Reap’ Continues Smash 
‘Reap the Wild Wind’ (Par) is $25,000 on second 


nifty; $22,000 in Chi; grand fourth 


week in Philly; sizzling $26,000 for second Washing- 
ton sesh; strong $18,000 third Boston week; record | Writers Guild to pay up back dues 
$17,000 in Providence and leader in Portland. ‘Moon- | and assessments has been set for 
tide’ (20th) is the best newcomer in St. Louis, nice | Jume 10. On that date all members 
$14,000 in Buffalo; a choice $22,000 in Detroit, good | 
second Chicago stanza, but meagre in Cincinnati and 
mild in Pittsburgh. 

Off the ticker: ‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) is floating to nice 
takes in Cincy and Portland, while a wham $19,500 | bers as possible for good standing 
‘Saboteur’ (U) rates $13,500 in Jersey City | rating under the Guild shop pro- 
| visions in the writer-producer basie 


‘Fantasia’ (RKO) doing fancy 





Los Angeles, May 26. 


‘Rio Rita,’ with a compined take of 
$25,300 at the State and Chinese, 
leads the town this week, rated a 
tepid session because of the first 
summer heat wave. Sundav night 
blackout cut deeplv into usual strong 
first-run grosses of that day. 


‘Gold Rush.” at the downtown Par- 
amount and Paramount Hollywood, 
is rolling along at a combined $24,000 
gait. This is good, but not up to ex- 
pectation. However. it stays on sec- 
ond session at both houses. 


‘In This Our Life’ is tabbing an 
okay %16.500 on third stanzas at the 
two Warner onerations—the Down- 
town and Hollywood. The dual 
combo of ‘Wife Takes a Flyer’ and 
‘Two Yanks in Trinidad.’ is doing a 
fair $16.500 on the second sessions at 
the Pantages and Hillstreet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carthav Cirele (F-WC) (1516: 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Twin Reds’ (UA) and 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA). Move- 
over first-run will hit okay $&3.500. 
Last week, ‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) 
and ‘Joe Smith’ (M-G) (24 wk), con- 
caaene run-off Chinese-State, mild 


Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2.034; 33- 
44-55-65-75)—‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and 
‘Sundav Punch’ (M-G). Solid $10,- 
300. Last week, ‘Twin Beds’ (UA) 
and ‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA), 
good $9,500. 


Downtown (WB) (1.800: 23-44-55- 
65-75) —"This Oyr Life’ (WB) (34 
wk). Nice $8.500 with second stanza 
closing at fine $10,500. 


Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 33-44. 
55-65 )—‘Fantasia’ (RKO) (8th wk). 
Overstaying until another picture is 
booked in, tabbine $1390. Seventh 
week lucky to tab $1,700. 


Hawaii (G&S) (1.100: 33-44-55-65- 
75) — ‘Helizanonnin’ (U) (15th wk). 
Grabbing $2,500 on closing session, 
mostly weekend biz. Same gross for 
14th week, showing slight profit with 
low overhead, 


Hollywood (WB) (2.756: 22-44-55- 
65-75)—This Ovr Life’ (WB) (3d 
wk). Neat $8.000, with second week 
hitting fine $9.500. Hit in final days 
by first spring hot spell. 


Orpheum (D’town) (2.200: 33-44- 
45-65)—"Telline Me’ (U), “Tramp, 
Tramp, Tramp’ (Col) and vaude. No 
stage names, so sad $9,000. Last 
week, ‘Cadets on Parade’ (Col) and 
Paul Whiteman orchestra on stage. 
Whiteman responsible for good $12, 
000, but gross bonped in final two 
days by heat wave. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 33-44-55-65) 
—Wife Takes Fiver’ (Col) and 
"Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) (2d wk). Hite 
ting good $8,000. First week fine 
$11,500. 


Paramount (F&M) (3.596; 33-44. 
55-65-75 )—Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Fly 
by Night’ (Par). Smart but not sen- 
sational at $13.500. Last week. ‘Great 
Man’s Lady’ (Par) and ‘Our Russian 
Front’ (Artkino), lightweight $9,000. 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
409: 44-55-65-75)—Gold Rush’ (UA). 
Under expectations, but trim $10,500 
expected. Last week. ‘Great Man’s 
Lady’ (Par) and ‘Russian Front’ 
(Artkino). weak $7,000. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,872: 33- 
44-55-65)—"Wife Takes Flyer’ (Col) 
and ‘Yanks Trinidad’ (Col) (2d wek). 
Good $8,500 following hefty $14,500 
in first week. 


State (Loew-F-WC) (2.204: 33-44- 
55-65-75) — ‘Rio Rita’ (M-G) and 
‘Sunday Punch’ (M-G). Big $15,000 
for Abbott and Costello pic. Last 
week, ‘Twin Beds’ (UA) and ‘Gen- 
tleman After Dark’ (UA), fine $13,500. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 
| 33-44-55-65 )—“Twin Beds’ (UA) an 





| ‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA). Nice 
| $4,500. Last week, ‘Gal Sal’ (20th) 
and ‘Hope Schuyler’ (20th). Hot 


| $5.300 in downtown moveover first 
| run. 

| Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 33-44-55- 
|65)—‘Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Hope 
| Schuyler’ (20th) (2d wk). Excellent 





‘Favorite Blonde’ | 


‘Next Writing Job, 
A Study in Figures 


Hollywood, May 26. 











Deadline for members of the Screen 


who are not paid up to April 1, 
1942, will be declared not in good 
standing. 

Idea is to qualify as many meme 


ji agreement. 
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BETTE, $15,000, 


STOUT IN BUFF. =: 


Buffalo, May 26. 

For the first time in many weeks 
straight film fodder is on tap at all 
houses this semester, and tallies are 
running under recent high levels. 

‘In This Our Life,” dualed at the 
Lakes, leads the field, while ‘Moon- 
tide,” twinned at fhe Buffalo, is close 
behind. 

Estimates tor This Week 

Buffale (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Whispering 
Ghosts’ (20th). Should earn very 
nice $14,000. Last week, robusi 
$20,000. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 35-55) 
—This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Fingers 
at Window’ (M-G). Bette Davis 
starrer looks to better $15,000, stout. 
Last week, ‘Rio Rita” (M-G) and 
‘Bullet Scars’ (WB), fine $15,000. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 30-45) — ‘Rio 
Rita” (M-G) and ‘Bullet Sears’ (WB). 
Moveover plenty sweet $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ (Par) and 
‘Sunday Punch” (M-G) (2d wk), 
bright $8,300. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,200: 20-44) 
—Go West Lady’ (Col) and ‘Man Re- 
turned Life’ (Col). Fair $7,000. Last 
week, Ghost Frankenstein’ (U) and 
— Box Jenny’ (U), nearly $11,000, 

ne. 

20th Century (Ind.) (3,000; 30-55) 
—Mayor 44th St.” (RKO) and ‘Wild 
Bill Hickck ides’ (WB). Nice go- 
ing, maybe $9,000. Last week, ‘Date 
Faleon” (RKO) and Charlie Barnet 
orch, superior $12,000. 


SHORTAGES HELP PROV; 





‘REAP’ RECORD $17,000) 


Providence, May 26. 

It looks as if gas rationing is bring- 
ing somebody some business here- 
abouts, and local managers are find- 
ing plenty to smile about. A good 
indication is the fact that Sunday 
(24), a beautiful summer’s day with 
plenty of heat, which ordinarily 
would have sent everyone scamper- 
ing out of town, found most of the 
houses overflow ing. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
‘Syncopation” (RKO) amd ‘Falcon 
Takes Over’ (RKO). House rang in 
an All-Rhode Island Star Band (7), 
and gave audience a good old-fash- 
ioned swing band Thursday. Made 
such a hit, crew was put om again 
Monday (25). Show going great guns 
and expecting swell $10,000. Last 
week. ‘Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Juke 
Box Jennie’ (U) (2d wk), fair $8,000. 

Carlten (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
50)—My Gal Sal’ (20th) and ‘Man 
Woudn’t Die’ (20th) (3d wk). Still 
hitting it miftily for nice $3,200. Last 


(1,400; 28-39-50)— 
‘Little Tough Guys’ (WB) and vaude. 
Holding up nicely with good $6,000. 
Last week, ‘Twilight Trail” (Par) and 
vaude, ditto. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 28-39-50)— 
‘In This Owr Life’ (WB) and ‘Mad 
Martindales’ (20th). Going like a 
house affre, with zowie $15,000 prac- 
tically bagged. Last week, ‘Larceny’ 
(WB) and ‘Always in Heart’ (WB), 
nifty $10,000. 

_Metropefitan (Indie) (3,200; 44-55- 
65—Mary Small and Daughters of 
Unele Sam with ‘Scattergood Meets 
Broadway” (RKO). Only fair $6,000 
in three-day run, 

Sexte (Loew) (3,200; 28-39-56)— 
‘Tortilla Plat’ (M-G) and ‘Blondie’s 
Blessed Event’ (Col) (24 wk). Doing 
Sufyrisingly well im holdover, and 
h aed for swell $10,000, after knock- 
ing off great $16,000 in opener. 

Strand (Indie) (2,000: 50-55-65)— 


‘Reap Wild Wind” (Par) and ‘Raven’| 


(Par). Upping of prices isn’t beth- 








ering the public one bit, and house | 


looking for record $17,000. Last 
week, ‘True to Army’ ¢Par) and ‘Fly 
by Night’ (Par), fair $6,500. 


‘Moontide’, $5,500, 





Fair in 2 K. C. Spots 


| 9-30-44) —‘Reap Wild Wind’ 


Kansas City, May 26. 

Week's biz is mild, with pair of 
holdevers at mainstem houses and 
lightweight entries in the other spots. 

A the newcomers it’s a toss- 
up between Jean Gabin’s first Amer- 
ican entry, ‘Moontide,’ at the Es- 
quire and Uptown, ‘Larceny, Inc.’, 
and ‘Always im My Heart’ dualed 
at the and r 
Pearl Harbor’ at the Tower. 


ard 
West) (820 and 2,043; 
Moontide” (20th), solo. Getting av- 
erage ee for $5,500. Last week, 
My Gal Sal” (26th), im second week, 


Was D img at same figure. 
Midizemd ( s) (4,000; 11-30-44) 
—Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) and ‘About 
Face’ (UA) (24 wk). Seldom bill 
plays more than seven days in this 
house, but this pair earned it by 


| 





socko $14,000 first week. 
drawing nice $8,500. 

Newman (Paramount) (1.900; 11- 
30-44)—"Favorite Blonde’ fPar) (2d 
wk). About $6,700 currently will ex- 

run to third week. Last week, 
rousing $10,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,600; 11-30-44) 
—‘Larcen ” (WB) and ‘Always in 
Heart’ ( ). Average $5,700. Last 
week, ‘Gold Rush’ (UA) and ‘Mr. 
Wise Guy’ (Mono), $4,000, slow. 

Tower (Joffee) (2.110: 11-30)\—Re- 
member Pearl Harbor’ (Rep) with 
vaude, Emphasis is on film this 
week, but take won't amount to 
more than fair $5,500. Last week, 
‘Lady Searface’ (RKO), with Faith 
Bacon heading stage bill at 50c top, 
fine $8,000. 


NEWARK B.0. HOLDS UP; 
TRIPOLY BIG $17,000 


Newark, May 26. 
Biz holding up in the downtown 
sector this week, despite lack of out- 
standing marquee draws. Matinee 
trade could stand a hypo, but eve- 
a weekend business continues 
to rish. 


Proctor’s, with ‘Shores of Tripoli,’ 
is hauling im most of the chips. 


Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Indie) (2,000; 25-30-35-40- 
55)—"Real Glory’ (UA) and ‘Fiesta’ 
(UA). Won't rise above $2,500, dis- 
mal, Last week, ‘Girl from Alaska’ 
(Rep) and “Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
(Rep), terrible $1,500 

Branferd (WB) (2,800; 28-33-44- 
55)—This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Bos- 
ton Blackie’ (Col). 
ting by with nice $15,500. Last week, 
‘Larceny’ (WB) and ‘What’s Cookin’ 
(U), bright $16,060. 

Capitel (WB) (1,200; 20-28-39-44) 
—'‘Fleet’s In’ (Par) (2d wk) and “To 
Be’ (UA) (ist wk). 
towering $5,000, best coin this second 
rum house has seen in a long time. 
Last week, “Lady Plans’ (Par) tea 
with ‘Fleet’ for big $3,000. 

Paramopnt (Adams-Par) (2,000; 30- 
35-55)—Gun for Hire’ (Par) and 
‘True to Army’ (Par). Good re- 
views helping this duo to fine $15,000, 
with possibility that both pix will 
be held second week. Last week, 
‘Lady Willing’ (Col) and ‘Go West’ 
(Col), bright $15,000. 

Preeter’s (RKO) (3.400; 35-60-70)— 
‘Shores ipoli’ (20th) and ‘Hope 
Sehuyler’ (20th). Pic combo plus 
two nights of vaude will rake in 
stout $17,000. Last week, ‘Fantasia’ 
(RKO) amd ‘Valley Sun’ (RKO) 
(both 2d wk), fine $15,000. 

State (Loew's) (2,600; 28-33-44-55) 
—We Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Joe 
Smith’ (M-G). Okay $13,300. Last 
week, ‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and “Born 
Sing’ (M-G), strong $15,000. 


Plenty H.0.s in B’klyn; 
‘Reap’ 2d Nifty $25,000 


Brooklyn, May 26. 

Majority of downtown deluxers 
are holding over and doing well. Top 
attention-getter is Fabian Para- 
momnt, im second week with ‘Reap 
Wild Wind” and ‘Cadets on Parade.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Shores Tripoli” (20th) (2d wk), and 
‘Juke Box Jenny’ (U) (Ist wk). Okay 
$13,000. Last week, with ‘Night Di- 
vorce’ (20th), strong $19,000. 

Pox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-40-50-56 )— 
‘Dangerously Live’ (WB) and ‘Lady 
Willing’ (Col) (2¢ wk). Fair $14,000. 
Last week, passable $16,008. 

Met (Loew’s) (3,618; 30-40-50-55 )— 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA) and ‘Gentleman 
After Dark” (UA). Opens today 
(Tuesday). Last week, ‘Fingers at 
Window’ (M-G), and ‘We Dancing’ 
(M-G), fair $14.000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,1)%*: 40-50- 
60-75 )—Reap Wild Wind’ “ar) and 
‘Cadets on Parade’ (Col) (2d wk) 
Continues to pack them in: strong 
$25,000. Last week, great $29,000. 


» ] . 6D? ex, 9 

‘Reap > $3,200, B way > 
$3,000, Nice in Lincoln 

Lincoln, Neb.. May 26. 
‘Broadway,” at the Stuart, is run- 
ning slightly behind ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind’ at the Lincoln. Both are do- 
ing good biz. 
Estimates for This Week 


Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; 
(Par). 


Currently 











Will do $3,200, good. Last week, 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G), $3,000. 
Nebraska (J. H. Cooper) (1,236, 
9-20-23) — ‘Remarkable Andrew’ 
(Par) and ‘Lone Star Ranger’ (20th). 
Nice $1,300. Last week, ‘Tough They 
Come’ (U) and “Torpedo Boat’ (Par), 


nly $1,100. 

: State (Noble-Federer) (986; 106- 
25-30) — ‘Manpower (WB) and 
‘Pardon My Stripes’ (Rep), split 


with ‘Beyond Singapore’ (SP) and 
‘Aunt Emma’ (Mono). Nice $1,400. 
Last week, ‘Shepherd Ozarks’ (Rep) 
and ‘Suspicion’ (Rep), split with 
‘Sleepy Time Gal’ (Rep) and ‘Re- 
member Pearl Harbor’ (Rep), ditto. 

Seuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,859; 


30-44)—"Broadway’ (U). Will do 
$3,000. Last week, This Cur Life’ 
(WB, swell 


$3,300. 
(N-F) (1,100; 10-30-44 )— 


This combo get- | ¢9. 


Heading for | $6 


‘Tnvaders’ $10,000 In 
Denver; ‘Blonde’ Huge 
$10,800 in 2d, ‘Gone’ 96 


Denver, May 26. 
‘My Favorite Blonde’ at the Den- 
ham still is the favorite here and 
leads the city despite being on its 
second week. Holds for a _ third 
session. 
Estimates for This Week 


Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-40)— 
‘Kings Row’ (WB), after a week at 
Denver. Strong $5,500 on first move- 
over sesh. Last week, ‘Jungle Book’ 
(UA), after Denver week, okay 
$4.000. 


Broadway (Fox) 1.046; 20-35-40) 
—‘Were Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Play- 
mates’ (RKO), after week at Or- 
pheum. Fair $2500. Last week, 
Fantasia’ (RKO), after week at 
Aladdin, good $3,000. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-35- 
40 )—‘Favorite * (Par) Qad 
wk). Continues to pace other at- 
tractions this week at a big $10,800 
alth on its second wedi. Holds 
a third. Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par), smash $13,800. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 30-35-40)— 
‘The Invaders’ (Cel) and ‘Almost 
Married’ (U). Good $10,000. Last 
week, ‘Kings Row’ (WB) and ‘Sweet- 
heart Fleet’ (Coi), nice $10,500. 

Orpheum (RK) (2,600; 40-50)— 
‘Gone With Wind’ (M-G). Sotid 
$9,000. Last week, “Were Dancing’ 
aly and ‘Playmates’ (RKO), good 


Paramount (Fox) (2,200: 25-40)— 
‘Larceny, Inc.’ (WB) and ‘Always in 
Heart’ (WB). Trim 4$6000. Last 
week, ‘On Sunny Side’ (20th) and 
ame Star Ranger’ (20th), good 


Riake (Fox) (878; 30-40)—‘Jungle 
Book’ (UA), after a week at each 
Denver and Aladdin, and ‘Strange 
Case Dr. Rx’ (U). Fair $1,800. Last 
week, ‘Saboteur’ (U), after Denver 
week, and ‘So’s Aunt Emma’ (Moro), 
good $2,000 


‘JOAN OF PARIS’ NICE 
$10,000 IN WASHINGTON 


Washington, May 26. 

Michele Morgan’s ‘Joan of Paras,” 
well received by the critics, is giving 
Keith’s satisfactory gross. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Capitet (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44-66) 
—Rings on Fingers’ (20th) with Ar- 
tie Shaw’s band. Great $27,500. Last 
week, ‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA), 
with Alvino Rey’s band, fine $22,000. 

Colambia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44) — 
‘Jungle Book’ (UA). Mild $4,000 in- 
dicated. Last week, ‘Song Islands’ 
(20th), good $5,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216, 40-85)—‘Reap 
Wild Wind’ (Par) and vaude (2d wk). 
Rang up sizzling $26,000 last week 
at upped scale. Around $18,500 indi- 
cated for second week. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65)— 
‘Joan of Paris’ (RKO). Heading for 
satisfactory $10,900. Last week, 
‘Spoilers’ (WU), $11,000, very good. 

Metrepolitan (WB) (1,600. 28-44) 
—Kings Row’ (WB). Held over 
after emnping $9,000 week. Second 
stanza, $6,500. 

Palace (Loew)—Rio Rita’ (MI-G) 
(2d wk). H. o. will get $12,000, after 
$18,000 for first seven days. 


‘Saboteur’ Smart $13,500 











Jersey City, May 26. 

‘In This Our Life,’ at the Stanley, 
is doing the best biz on the square 
this week, with ‘Saboteur,”’ at the 
State, amd ‘We Were Dancing,’ at 
Loew’s, runming meck and neck for 
second money. 

Estimates fer This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 30-35-55 )— 

‘Dancing’ (M-G) and ‘Joe Smith’ (M- 
G) Heading for average $13,500. 
| Last week, ‘Jumgle Book’ (UA) and 
‘Born to Sing’ (Col), okay $14,500. 
, Stanley (WB) (4500, 30-35-55)— 
|“This Our Life’ (WB) and ‘Sleepy 
Time Gal’ (Rep). On way to nice 
$15,000. Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) and ‘Murder Big House’ (WB), 
turned in brilliant $18,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,200; 30-35-55)— 
‘Saboteur’ (U) and ‘Butch Minds 
Baby’ (U). Set for smart $13,500. 
Last week, ‘Tuttles of Tahiti’ (RKO) 
and ‘Rings om Fingers’ (20th), warm 
$13,000. 


Theatre Vandalism 


Syracuse, May 26. 

Police are hunting the vandals 
who broke into the former James 
theatre here and did an unestimated 
amounc of damage to the screen, 
sound equipment and seats. 

Irving Cantor, manager of the 
Palace, discovered the vandalism 
when he made a routine check of 
the unused theatre last week (20). 
The screen was ripped, the con- 
tents of two fire extinguishers 
poured over a number of seats, walls 
and floor, the rear door broken and 
a number of tubes removed from the 
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Varsity 
‘Tuttles’ (RKO). Expects yy $2,900. 
Last week, ‘Twin Beds’ (UA), $3,000. 


sound projector. 


In J.C.; Ditto ‘Dancing’ | 


No Motoring, Cool Of in Cinemas 





Exhibitors in this territory, in 


extent yet. 


according to local industry belief. 


‘GOLD RUSH’ HEALTHY 
$4,500 IN LOUISVILLE 


Louisville, May 26. 
Current h.o.s shape up better on 
the merit angle than the new entries. 
‘Reap the Wild Wind,’ at the Rialto, 
is getting fairish biz and will prob- 
ably lead the b.o. parade, but final 
returns will be none too powerful. 
‘Larceny, Inc.,’ om a single at the 
Mary Anderson, is doing medium 
business, but ‘My Gal Sal,’ moved to 
the Brown for a second week, is 
shaping up nicely. 
Estimates fer This Week 


Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Gal Sal’ (20th) 
and ‘Man Wouldn't Die’ (20th). 
Humming along at a brisk pace on 
moveover for $3,000. Last week, 
‘Ship Ahoy’ (M-G) and “Two Yanks 
Trinidad’ (Col), on moveover stanza, 
grabbed rousing l 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,250; 15-25) 
—Kings Row’ (WB) and ‘Sullivan’s 
Travels’ (Par). Trim $1,500. Last 
week, ‘To Be’ (UA) and ‘Blondie 
College’ (Col), average $1,400. 

Leew’s State (Loew's) (3,300, 15- 
30-40)—"Tortilla Flat’ (M-G) (24 
wk). Satisfactory $7,000. Last week, 
daridy $11,000. 


Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40)—Lareeny’ (WB). House 
continues single pic oo. and this 
one is doing okay, but not in the 
bumper class. Should manage satis- 
factory $3,000. Last week, ‘Male 
Animal’ (WB) (2d wk), fair $2,800. 

Riake (Fourth Avenue) (3,400, 15- 
30-40)—‘Reap Wild Wind’ (Par). Not 
outstanding at the wicket. Indica- 
tions are for fairly good $8,900. Last 
week, ‘Tuttles Tahiti?’ (RKO) and 
— 44th St.’ (RKO), medium $7,- 





Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40 )—Gold Rush’ (UA) and 
‘Real Glory’ (UA) (reissues). Cateh- 
ing smart amount of family trade 
for health $4,500. Last week, 
‘Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘On Surmy Stde’ 
(20th), fine $4,500. 


Snes for 57, Claimed 








Arthur Levey filed suit Monday 
(25) in N. Y¥. federal court against 
Monogram Pictures Corp. Pathe 


Pictures, Ltd.. W. Ray Johnston and 
William Gell charging breach of 
| comtract. Damages of $225,000 are 
asked. 

Plaintiff says he was responsible 
for the agreements made Feb. 18, 
12937 hetween Monogram and Pathe, 
whereby Pathe received exclusive 
distribution rights fm England and 
the United Kingdom to Monogram’s 
pictures. It is alleged Monogram 
promised plaintiff 5% of all monies 
received from Pathe for arranging 
the deal. On April 30, 1941, Mono- 
gram informed plaintiff that it was 
going to pay no more commissions, 
it i. stated. At that time 50,000 was 
due. In addition, Pathe and Mono- 
gram signed a five-year renewal of 
the agreement to Jan. 1, 1943. It is 
alleged plaintif? would receive $175,- 
000 additional under this agreement, 





Strong Male Stuff 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Three male stars—Robert Taylor, 
Brian Donlevy and Charles Laughton 
—are slated for top spots in the 
Metro picture, ‘Cargo of Innocenée,’ 
with the tentative starting date set 
for June 8. 
Picture, still in the writing mill, 
deals with the adventures of a de- 
stroyer crew transporting women 
and children out of Europe. 


Nolan’s End-on-Enders 
Hollywood, May 26. 
Lloyd Nolan, busiest of Holly- 
wood’s leading men, goes into his 
sixth role since Jan. 1 in ‘Manila 
Calling,” a war yarn at 20th-Fox, 
starting June 15. 
Carole Landis draws the femme 








making the total of the suit $225,000. | 


Minneapolis, May 26. 
consequence of reduced motoring, 


expect to profit from plugging their cooling plants to the greatest 
With people who necessarily or voluntarily cut down 
their automobile driving, it’s pointed out, the air-cooling in the the- 
atres may be as much of a lure and draw as the screen attractions. 

These individuals hitherto have motored to escape the heat and have 
driven to the hundreds of cool lake resorts throughout the state for 
relief. Now their best substitute bet will be the refrigerated theatres, 





CABIN BRIGHT 
$22,000 IN DET. 


Detroit, May 26. 

Inte the season when the dips usu- 
ally start showing, Detroit continues 
strong and steady. Holdovers stiil 
are plentiful, with fresh bills soaring 
above what once was normal, 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 40-55-65) 
—Dumbo’ (RKO) and ‘Sweetheart 
Fleet’ (Col). Former, moved over 
after good week at Fox and given a 
new partner, seems good for $6,608. 
Last week, ‘Invaders’ (Col) and ‘On 
Sammy Side’ (20th), neat $6,566. 

Fex (Fox-Michigan) (5,000, 40-55- 
65) — ‘Moontide’ (20th) and ‘Rings 
Fingers’ Gabin 
ch ‘Dum 
(RKO) and ‘Tuttles Tahiti (RKO), 
sound $19,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000: 
40-55-65 )—'Jangle Book’ (UA) and 
‘Gentleman After Dark’ (UA). Sturdy 
$20,000. Last week, ‘Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) and “Torpedo Boat’ (Par) (24 
. strong $16000 after great 


Palms-State (United Detroit) (3.- 
000; 40-55-65)—Favorite Blonde’ 
(Par) and ‘Larceny’ (WB) (24 wk). 
Latter held om, and Hope picture 
moved in after two weeks at Michi- 
gan, with strong $9,000 in sight. Last 
week, ‘Corsican Bros’ (UA) and 
‘Larceny,’ brisk $12,000. 

United Artiste (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 40-55-65)—"Kings Row’ (WB) 
and ‘Body Di rs’ (WB) (6th 
wk). May longer, with fine 
$10,000 coming after $13,000 last 
week. 


Lew Ayres Film Gets 
No Untoward Reaction 


Minneapolis, May 26. 
First territory booking of a Lew 
Ayres picture, ‘Dr. Kildare’s Vic- 
tory,’ since star’s war difficulties, at 
the independent St. Paul World al- 








Due on Mono Brit. Deal 2x, smttsncousiy, with Avres 


jectors’ camp to a non-combatant 
corp at Ft. Lewis, encountered no 
adverse public reaction, aceording to 
Bennie Berger, World owner. 

There were no demonstrations or 
protests of amy sort whatsoever, 
Berger says, although advertising 
| arch exploitation played up Ayres. 
The public also failed to expre's it- 
\self in approval of the booking, pa- 











phone calls being entirely conspicu- 
ous by their absence, he reports. 

While the picture did mediocre 
business, this was not attributed in 
any respect to a public aversion te 
Ayres, of which, points out Berger, 
there was no indication whatscever. 
During this pertieular week trade 
was generally off. 

Paramount circuit here, which had 
been playing the ‘Kiidare’ pictures 
| regularly, sluffed ‘Victory’ on ac- 
| count of Ayres. 


; 
‘Birth of Baby’ Nets 
$1,000,000 in 40 States 
‘Birth of a Baby,’ recently ap- 
proved by the New York State cen- 
sors following a@ lengthy battle, & 
reported to have netted over $1,000,- 


006 im three years of exhibition in 
close to 40 states where it met with 
no interference. Kt cost $39,000 to 
make. 

Picture was produced under medi- 
cal auspices by Jack and William 
Skirball, former for years in the 
film-making end of the industry, lat- 
ter a theatre operator in Ohic. 


Grander in the Fall 


Hollywood, May 26. 

RKO assigned Richard Dix, James 
Craig and Ginny Simms to top spots 
in the high-budget pioneer picture, 
‘Grand Canyon,” five months before 
the yarn goes into production. 

Reason for the delay fn starting fg 
that the best Technicolor effects fa 














lead, with Herbert I. Leeds as direc- 
tor. 





the canyon are obtained fn autumn. 
Shooting starts Oct. 15. 

















trons’ comments, letters and tele- © 
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Eastern Public Relations Comm. 
Still Compiling Exploratory Data 
With An Eye to Film Market Analysis 








Despite the fact that it may be a 
couple of weeks before the over-all 
plan of the eastern Public Relations 
Committee of major film companies 
is approved, current indications are 
that some sort of industry survey to 
seek out weak points in public rela- 
tions, advertising, the boxoffice and 
other vital industry matters will be 
approved. If done, it will be the 
first time the picture business has 
followed the example of other large 
industries such as the American As- 
sociation of Railroads, American 
Petroleum Institute and Lumber- 
men’s Manufacturers Assn., in using 
surveys to accurately gauge industry 
problems. 


Public Relations planning commit- 
tee reported last week but revisions 
and additions were asked before the 
report is acceptable to the eastern 
PRC. Understood that Howard 
Dietz, who is compiling data for the 
Public Relations Committee on the 
survey setup, is seeking additional 
information from leading national 
market analysis groups before mak- 
ing recommendations. Not admit- 
ted officially but it’s understood that 
one significant phase of the contem- 
plated survey would be to summar- 
ize picture industry relations with 
the public and search out weak 
spots in the prevailing alignment. 
A fairly concise planning report is 
expected, when finally submitted, be- 
cause John Joseph, chairman of the 
planning group of the Coast PRC, 
conferred with the eastern group 
last week. Mort Blumenstock, as 
chairman of the eastern planning 
group, is directing the over-all re- 
port for the PRC in New York. 


During the past week, the eastern 
PRC planning group § apparently 
could not agree on what questions 
should be asked in any all-industry 
survey. Apparently there was no 
unanimity as to type of survey, 
whether it should be strictly a fac- 
tual counting of noses, simple ques- 
tion and answer checkup, or wheth- 
er it should be a scientific research 
conducted by a professional survey 
group. Such scientific surveys have 
been used recently by the Radio 
Corp. of America, Standard Oil of 
New Jersey and the National Brew- 
ers Assn. Latter naturally sought 
knowledge on public opinion regard- 
ing possible return of prohibition 
and what could be done to combat: 
the wartime drive for a revival of 
the dry era. 


Railroads an Example 


Market researchers point to the 
American Assn. of Railroads as a 
t ‘cal example of a large industry 
(...ving active contact with the pub- 
lic as the film business) which 
leaned on advice of experts within 
the business as a basis for public 
relations, Survey is understood to 
have shown the big problems in that 
industry, as viewed within the busi- 
ness, were not vital ones from the 
standpoint of public relations, result 
being that the whole public rela- 
tions alignment was shifted. 

Recent market analysis made of 
@ New York circuit uncovered 
startling facts and disproved many 


popular conceptions of word-of- 
mouth advertising, that some na- 
tionally plugged pictures were 


strangers to neighborhood audiences 
and what local campaigns did for 
lesser known films. Another survey 
asked by an author, who wanted to 
gauge the value of film rights to 
his novel, brought replies that 
checked within 2% of the actual 
sales of the hook. 

While the exact form a film indus- 
try survey would take is in doubt, 
opinien thus far is fairly unanimous 
that material gleaned from it 
should be adaptable to actual prac- 
tice. In other words, no survey is 
wanted which digs up a lot of al- 
ready apparent answers that could 
be of no use to the industry after 
obtained. 

One of pertinent problems likely 
will be to learn why former regular 
theatre patrons no longer attend; 
what can be done to induce them 
to return regularly; and to get in- 
formation which would curb any fu- 
ture exodus of patrons from cein- 
emas. Wartime perplexities of the 
film business, what the public 
thinks about these and how the in- 
dustry can proceed in the future 
under war conditions also may be 
included. 
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Royalty at ‘Flew Alone’ 
Premiere in Ottawa 


Ottawa, May 26. 
Governor-General of Canada, the 
Earl of Athlone, and Princess Alice 
of England headed the long list of 
official notables attending the world 


preem of ‘They Flew Alone’, dra- 
matic story of Amy Johnson Molli- 
son, intrepid British femme pilot, 
May 21, at the Regent theatre. W. 
L. McKenzie King, prime minister of 
Canada; Anna Neagle, star of film, 
and Herbert Wilcox, the producer, 
also were here for the premiere. 
Terry Turner, RKO exploitation 
chief, came up here for preem with 
Miss Neagle and Wilcox. 


Chas. Schlaifer Latest 
In Hal Horne’s Reorg 
Of 20th Pub-Ad Dept. 


With several appointments and 
resignations taking place during the 
past few days, capped by the naming 
of Charles Schlaifer to the advertis- 
ing division, 20th-Fox publicity-ad 
department reorganization is virtu- 
ally completed. Among the changes 
by new pub-ad chief Hal Horne is 
a decision to house publicity and 
exploitation forces at the former of- 
fices of the Hal Horne Organization 
on Broadway. Idea is that it’s easier 
for reporters to cover than the 10th 
Ave. main office. 

Advertising and production divi- 
sions will remain in the annex to 
20th’s homeoffice, at 56th and 10th, 
with Horne himself also headquar- 
tering there. It is understood that 
20th has assumed the long lease 
Horne held on the General Motors 
Building offices, while the vacated 
space at the h.o. annex will house 
workers in other 20th departments. 


Schlaifer has been brought in to 
function with Frank Moneyhun, ad- 
vertising manager. Moneyhun has 
been ill and Schlaifer will be ac- 
tively on the scene. Schlaifer was 
advertising manager of the United 
Artists theatre, San Francisco. 

George Fraser, who had been han- 
dling trade papers, resigned Satur- 
day (23) and is succeeded by Joe 
Shea, who had been with the 20th- 
Fox organization as a planter. Mrs. 
Jeanette Sawyer, magazine planter, 
also departed and has been succeed- 
ed by Marie Louise Van Slyke, who 
had been mag planter for Horne’s 
office for the past two months. 

Sterling Silliphant, also a member 
of the Horne organization, becomes 
chief of the planting department. 
Lou Berg, another Horne man, heads 
the writing branch, assisted by 
Steve Freeland, who held a similar 
post during the former 20th regime. 
Irving Kahn also continues in charge 
of radio, Dick Condon, long Horne’s 
assistant, is publicity chief. 

Entire exploitation division will be 
Horne alumni, including M. D. (Doc) 
Howe and assistants Adolph Silver- 
stein and Kurt Burbank. 


A. M. Botsford, who has a three- 
year contract and has been made 
studio representative of the sale de- 
partment, left for the Coast Friday 
(22) to set up Offices at 20th’s plant 
there. 


COLUMBIA’S TRAILER 
FOR OWN SALESMEN 


Hollywood, May 26. 


Special series of reels, consisting 
of screen tests and clips from re- 
leased pictures, is being sent to all 
Columbia exchanges to stir up inter- 
est among the salesmen in 13 
younger players on the studio pay- 
roll. 

Reels show glimpses of Marguerite 
Chapman, Alma Carroll, Shirley Pat- 
terson, Jeff Donnell, Leslie Brooks, 
Roger Clark, Robert Stevens, Lloyd 
Bridges, Bruce Bennett, Frank Sully, 
Larry Parks, Adele Mara and Wil- 

















Ham Wright. 


Nix Film Drive 


In seeking plans for improv- 
ing public relations, the blic 
Relations Committee (eastern 
division) at one juncture in dis- 
cussions mulled the possibil- 
ities of another all-industry 
campaign patterned after the 
Motion Picture Business’ Great- 
est Film Year drive. Cost of 
such was the initial stumbling 
block. 

Advance reports tipped the 
committee that such a campaign 
would cost $2,000,000 to $3,000,- 
000, which was deemed way out 
of line, in view of the present 
mood of the film cOmpany ex- 
ecutives on expenditures. 


Nat'l Campaign 
On ‘Yankee’ Rests 
On Preem Results 


National merchandising campaign 
for ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy,’ in which 
Warners figure they have one of the 
most valuable picture properties in 
years, will be mapped out following 
the opening at the Hollywood thea- 
tre, N. Y., Friday (29). S. Charles 
Einfeld, v.p. in charge of advertising 
and exploitation for WB, who ar- 
rived in New York last Friday (22), 
will huddle with Joe Bernhard, Ben 
Kalmenson and Mort Bumenstock on 
the sales and exploitation formula. 


Plan to be adopted, whether 
‘Dandy’ will be shown at roadshow 
prices or slightly advanced admission 
scales on single bill basis will depend 
largely on reception of picture at 
preem and immediately afterward. 
If given the same handling as ‘Ser- 
geant York,’ the Cagney picture may 
be booked into several key situations 
at advanced prices around Labor 
Day. ‘York’ was originally tried out 
at roadshow prices but was quickly 
shifted into regular keys at advanced 
admissions when WB execs found the 
picture would gross more coin 
quicker on latter formula. 

While here Einfeld will also line 
up merchandising campaign on ‘Ser- 
geant York,’ which is scheduled to 
go into general release around July 
4. Warners figure to spend close to 
$250,000 on exploitation through na- 
tional mag and newspaper advertis- 
ing. 

War Bond preem of ‘Yankee 
Doodle Dandy’ in N. Y. looks like 
virtually a sellout, from early re- 
ports. Herman Chopak, textile man 
working for the Treasury Depart- 
ment as a Minute Man, has sold 
$1,000,000 worth of tickets for the 
opening Friday, this including 26 
$25,000 tickets to friends. Two trade 
and press previews are being held 
in advance of the preem, one tonight 
(Wednesday) and another tomorrow. 


CRIX SEE “WEST POINT’ 
AT THE ACADEMY 


‘Ten Gentlemen from West Point,’ 
which has its world preem at the 
Roxy, New York, June 4, was pre- 
viewed last (Tuesday) night at 
West Point, with New York news- 
paper, tradepaper and national mag 
crix making the trek to the U. S. 
Military Academy. First graduation 
class of present war from the Point 
was included in the audience. 

Picture had been reviewed by of- 
ficers at West Point last week. Fea- 
ture treats the early history of the 
U. S. Military Academy in fictional 
form. 


U. S. Bond Press Book 


War Activities Committee has is- 
sued an exploitation campaign book 
for the U. S. war bond and stamp 
selling drive in theatres. 

Exhibs are told how to start the 
drive, organize personnel to handle 
sales and handle exploitation both 
on screen and in lobbies. 


























PAUL SHORT TO WPB 
Dallas, May 26. 
Paul Short, southern division man- 
ager for National Screen Service, 
has been notified to report to Wash- 
ington by today (26) to become 
executive assistant to Chris Dunphy, 
head of the theatre and entertain- 
ment division of the War Production 





Board. 
Salary is to be $4,600. 


Robt. Corbin’s War Job Causes U. D. 
To Revamp Mgrs.; Key City Briefs 





Detroit, May 26. 


Resignation of Robert Corbin as 
district manager for the United De- 
troit Theatres to take a civilian post 
with the U.S. Army Air Corps has 
set off a series of major changes in 
the circuit. During the past year 
Corbin had shared with Joseph Busic 
the supervision of the chain's 20 
theatres, each having half. Busic 
now assumes the supervisor post with 
Gilbert Green, former manager of 
the Riviera, as assistant. 

The following changes were set up 
with the switch of Green: Hyman 
Bloom, manager of the Regent, 
moved to the Riviera; Bill Kozaren, 
manager of the Madison, moved ‘to 
the Regent; Joe Height from assist- 
ant manager of the United Artists 
to manager of the Madison. 

The switch in assistants and the 
shortage of males now has brought 
four women to second assistant posts 
in the U-D circuit; Dorothy Rudine, 
at the Fisher; Dorothy Martin, Ri- 
viera; Mary Turrell, Cinderella, and 
Eleanor Stanton, Broadway Capital. 

Corbin was the ninth member of 
the chain’s personnel to go into ser- 
vice. Because of the growing short- 
age of second assistants the chain 
named Jack Martin, Charles Shafer 
and Tom Boike as relief assistants 
who will swing around the circuit 
as needed. 





Charlotte’s Film Ass’n 

Newly formed fraternai and benev- 
olent Film Salesmen’s Association of 
Charlotte, N. C., has Hank D. Hearn 
United Artists, chairman of the board 
of governors; Roger Mitchell, vice- 
chairman; George Roscoe, secretary; 
Olin Mock and J. E. Holston, co- 
treasurers, 





Denver’s 2 New Newsreelers 
Denver, May 26. 
Two houses are going newsreel. 
The Senate, owned by John Ander- 
son and Sam Feinsten, has signed for 
Telenews service, and the theatre 
will be renamed the Telenews. 
The Rialto, owned by Fox, also 
goes in the news classification. 





Swartout’s New Berth 
Troy, N. Y., May 26. 
John S. Swartout, dean of Troy 
theatre managers and for the last 
eight years manager of the American 
here, has become manager of War- 
ner Bros. theatres in Batavia. 





Bernstein’s Col. Ballyhooing 

Abe Bernstein to Boston to handle 
exploitation in New England terri- 
tory for Columbia. 

Formerly with Universal and Par- 
amount Bernstein recently com- 
pleted a campaign on ‘The Invaders’ 
(Col) in Southern and New England 
states. 





Ben Katz With U 

Appointment of Ben R. Katz as 
Universal publicity representative 
for the Middle West, working out of 
the Universal Chicago exchange, 
made by John Joseph, Universal di- 
rector of advertising and publicity. 
He will remain in New York until 
after the company’s annual sales 
convention, June 2-5, and then leaves 
for Chicago. 





Cameron Sells Out to Interstate 
Fort Worth, May 26. 

P. G. Cameron, who recently sold 
his interest in the Gateway here to 
Interstate, now operating the Grove 
at Pleasant Grove on outskirts of 
Dallas. Cameron purchased _ the 
house from Roy Starling who built 
the house about four years ago. 

Cameron operates the Airway and 
Peak in Dallas while Starling will 
continue operation of the Urban, lo- 
cated several miles north of the 
Grove and the Texas in Mesquite, 
Texas. 

Interstate reopened its Texas, Ar- 
lington, midway between Fort Worth 
and Dallas. Except for three walls, 
all the theatre is new. It has a pa- 
triotic note in the marquee—it’s V- 
type with red, white and blue trim- 
mings. Seating capacity near -800. 
Al Peterson, manager for five years 
before the show was closed for re- 
building, will continue in that ca- 
pacity. 





. Texans Head Back 

R. J. O’Donnell, v.p. and general 
mianager of the Interstate circuit, 
Harold Robb and Ed Rowley, heads 
of the circuit bearing their names, 
left yesterday (Tues.) for Dallas, 
where all make headquarters. 

Trio of Texas operators have been 
in New York the gitater part of a 
week confering with homeoffice Par- 
amount executives on theatre mat- 
ters, also checking in on distribution 
matters. 





Griffith’s Revamp 
Kansas City, May 26. 
Harold Harris, general manager of 
the H. J. Griffith Theatre circuit, 
announced the following changes in 
managers. Mark Cadle goes to Hia- 
watha, Kans., as manager of the Chief 
theatre; he had been in charge of the 
Kiva, Slater, Mo., which recently 





burned and is taking over the Kansas 


assignment until the Kiva can be re. 
built. Blueprints already under way 
for new theatre in Slater. 

Francis Wright moves from Hia- 
watha, Kans., to Junction City, Kans., 
to manage the Colonial. Army’s Ft. 
Riley, cavalry post, adjoins Junction 
City. John Sanders leaves Junction 
City to become manager of the Peo- 
ples theatre, Pleasant Hill, Mo., re- 
placing Bill Hauber. Barnes Perdue, 
city manager for Griffith in Parsons, 
Kans., adds Hauber to his staff as as- 
sistant. Parsons is site of new gov- 
ernment armament plants. 





Honor N. *. Inductee 


’ Charlotte, N. C., May 26. 

Everett Jacobs, assistant manager 
of the Capitol, Salisbury, who left 
May 20 for Fort Bragg as a draftee, 
was honored with a dinner at the 
Yadkin hotel. 

Francis Luther transferred as as- 
sistant manager of State to Capitol, 
replacing Jacobs. 





Ask Projectionist Ease 
Regina, Sask., May 26. 

A change in governmental regula- 
tions which require two projection- 
ists at one time in theatre projection 
rooms was asked by a delegation of 
Saskatchewan. theatre managers and 
owners who met Premier W. J. 
Patterson in Regina. The delegation 
sought to have the number reduced 
to one because of the scarcity of 
trained men, due te enlistments in 
the armed forces and because of the 
lack of trained men in the province. 

The situation, as far as the number 
of available projectionists was con- 
ee was getting worse, it was 
said. 





Par’s Frisco Sales Mect 


Regional sales meeting of Para- 
mount to discuss sales problems with 
representatives of the Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Portland and Seaitle 
exchanges was held in San Francisco 
Friday-Saturday (22-23), with George 
A. Smith, western division sales 
manager from the homeoffice, pre- 
siding. 

Charles Reagan, assistant general 
sales manager of the company, also 
attended the sessions, while brought 
to Frisco were branch managers, 
salesmen and bookers of the four 
Pacific coast exchanges. 





WB’s Pitt Changes 


Pittsburgh, May 26. 

With Army continuing to make in- 
roads on WB managerial personnel, 
flock of other changes have just been 
announced by circuit. Budd Mayer 
moves up from assistant at Stanley 
to manager of Hollywood, replacing 
Dave Smith, called up by Uncle Sam, 
and Saul Weisenthal, assistant at 
Warner, gets Mayer’s old _ berth. 
Chuck Shannon, manager of the State 
in State College, goes to the Cambria 
in Johnstown and remaining shifts 
include: C. W. Olcott from manager 
of Whitehall to Mt. Oliver; Jack 
Bartholic, manager of Peoples in 
Tarentum to Ritz in New Kensing- 
ton; Henry Burger, manager of Mt. 
Oliver to manager of Smoot in 
Parkersburg, W. Va.; Al Katz, assist- 
ant at Enright to manager of Centre. 

Bill Warrington, manager of Ritz 
to State in State College; Robert 
Brown, assistant at Prince in Am- 
bridge to assistant at Capitol in 
Steubenville, O.; Richard Kline, as- 
sistant at Ritz in New Kensington, to 


manager of Peoples in Tarentum; 
Jack Codero, usher at Sheridan 
Square to assistant at State in 


Wilkinsburg; John Macioce, assistant 
at Regent to assistant at Warner; 
Morton Haas, assistant at State in 
Wilkinsburg to assistant at Sheridan 
Square; Dominic Tamburri, assistant 
at Model to assistant at Camera- 
phone, and James Kaufman, chief of 


(Continued on page 18) 


Old Platters for B.O. 


Milwaukee, May 26. 

When tire rationing was first be- 
gun, some of the Fox theatres ac- 
cepted old tires as admission fees 
to build up Saturday daytime pat- 
ronage. 

Latest gag, however, was pulled 
Saturday (23) when the Shorewood, 
Parkway, Paradise, Riviera and 
Layton, all Fox nabes, granted ad- 
mision to any child or adult pre- 
senting two old, cracked or broken 
phonograph records, and they got a 
great shellac gross. 











MCA AIDES PAR BALLY 


Stanton Griffis, of the Special 
Events Committee of Navy Relief, 
has named Jules C. Stein, president 
of the Music Corp. of America, chair- 
man of the committee making ar- 
rangements for the sponsorship of 
‘Holiday Inn’ on its opening at the 
Paramount, N. Y., Aug. 4. 

Opening’s proceeds will be for the 
benefit of the Navy Relief. 
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Rivalry Increasingly Apparent 
Between Mex, Argentine Films 





Buenos Aires, May 19. 

Increasing rivalry between Argen- 
tine and Mexican film producers has 
become apparent within the last few 
months. Sniping so far has been all 
in the form of verbal interchange 
in trade and fan press in Mexico 
City and Buenos Aires. But behind 
it there is known to be a strong 
feeling, partially official in tone. 

Both Argentina and Mexico have 
been seeking to dominate the Span- 
ish-speaking market, and reps of 
both countries have established of- 
fices in the capital of the other in 
order to solve the biggest headache, 
distribution. 

Argentina, with approximately 75 
feature pix a year, claims to top 
Mexico by at least 40%. As to ar- 
tistic valuation, it is something which 
has so many conflicting claims that 
it would take a claims commish to 
sift them out. Latest declaration 
from the Mexican front, which has 
received wide publicity here, is a 
statement by Carlos Carriedo Gal- 
van, representing the Banco Cine- 
matografico de Mexico (Cinema 
Bank of Mexico), which claims that 
the Mexican industry is technically 
second only to Hollywood and beats 
B.A. in story ideas, production and 
technicians. 

Mexican complaint is also against 
fact that Argentine films get much 
better play in Mexico than Mexican 
picts here, receiving top billing in 
the Rio Grande territory, while the 
Mexican product plays only second- 
run houses here and even then is 
rated only as filler. Also claimed 
that the artistic value of the Mexi- 
can product is particularly worthy 
of note and that the Argentine films 
ere more commercial. Charges are 
naturally denied here. 


LAUDY LAWRENCE GETS 
HUTCHINSON’S FOX SPOT 


United Artists will name no suc- 
cessor to Laudy Lawrence, who 
leaves his post as v.p. and executive 
coordinator at the end of this week 
to become director of foreign distri- 
bution for 20th-Fox. Walter Gould 
will be in complete charge of the UA 
foreign department, prez Ed Raftery 
declared Monday (25). 

Gould headed the UA foreign de- 
partment prior to Lawrence’s joining 
the company in November of last 
year. Lawrence, because of his ex- 
perience from 1928 until the blitz of 
Paris as continental manager for 
Metro, acted as general head of the 
department, with Gould doing the 
actual administrative work. There 
‘will now be a reversion to the former 
atatus. 

Lawrence succeeds to the spot re- 
cently left vacant by the death of 
Walter J. Hutchinson. His appoint- 
ment Monday (25) came somewhat 
as a surprise, as the principal con- 
tenders for the post were generally 
supposed to be Francis L. Harley, 
20th’s British manager, and Ben 
Miggins, company’s former European 
chief. 

Irving Maas, who was Hutchinsons 
assistant, was appointed assistant di- 
rector of foreign distribution. 

Lawrence, on his return from Eu- 
rope, became assistant to David O. 
Selznick, joining UA when its exec 
staff was realigned last fall. 


Par’s Hunter Preps 
For Aussie Return 


Harry Hunter, Paramount’s man- 














ager for Australia and New Zealand, | 


is making preparations to start back 
to Sydney in July or August. 
Journey back will require about 
twice as long as usual because all 
boats from U. S. are convoyed cir- 
cuitously presently. 

Hunter has gone tc his former 
home in Washington state to visit 
relatives and friends. He had con- 
ferred with John W. Hicks, Jr., 
Par’s foreign sale. manager, for 
about three weeks following his ar- 
riva] from Australia last month. 
Hunter came in to establish his 
family in the U. S. while the Jap 
invasion threat. is on. 





African Theatres Nets 617G 
Johannesburg, May 26. 
African Theatres, Ltd. net profit 
for the year endin; Last Dec. 31 
totalled 154,292 pounds ($617,192) as 
compared with 138,149 pounds 
($552,596) in 1940. 
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There’s the Door, Fritz 


Mexico City, May 26. 

Failing to take hints that their 
presence is not desirable, many 
local niteries are running courte- 
ous, but pointed, newspaper ads 
informing Germans, Italians and 
Japanese that they do not want 
them as customers, and that if 
they insist upon imposing them- 
selves, it will be, ‘Sorry, but we 
cannot serve you.’ 

These Axis nationals, particu- 
larly the Germans, have made 
themselves conspicious of late, 
particularly since the U.S. went 
to war, in leading public clubs 
and restaurants. 


Yanks Hopeful 
On Unfreezing 


Down Under 


With both Australia and New Zea- 
land agreeing to release a total of 
about $1,694,000 of frozen U. S. dis- 
tributor coin, major “company for- 
eign chiefs are hopeful of more en- 
couraging news when they huddle 
tomorrow (Thursday) at the Hays 
office in New York. Amount re- 


leased for shipment to U. S. is a 
small percentage of total funds im- 
pounded there. Though the Motion 
Picture Producers and Distributors 
| Assn. continues strictly hush-hush 
l'on the unfreezing, major companies 
‘have tentatively agreed to accept 
this additional money with the un- 
derstanding that it will not hinder 
their efforts to receive full 100% re- 
lease of coin frozen Down Under 
and obtain free flow of coin in fu- 
ture. 

The Australian unfreezing repre- 
sents less than a sixth of some $6,- 
200,000 owed to the eight U. S. ma- 
jors and presently frozen in that 
nation, or approximately $900,000. It 

















coin collected in Australia from Feb. 
28 to May 13 of this year. U. S. dis- 
tributor revenue has been running 
at a $6,200,000 annual rate there. 
New Zealand offer, accepted on the 
same basis more than two weeks 
ago, called for the unfreezing of 
around $794,000 in American cur- 
rency, with an additional $38,000 in 
pound sterling allowed in unfreez- 
ing. This hardly covers a year’s 
business. New Zealand has about 
three years of Yank distributor coin 
frozen, or about 75% of money col- 
lected. 


JULIAN BERMAN, WIFE 
REPORTED OK IN MANILA 


Julian Berman, Metro’s Far East 
manager, and his wife are safe in 
Manila, according to word received 
by the homeoffice this week. Ber- 
man formerly was stationed in 
Shanghai but moved to the Philip- 
pines capital shortly before the 
Japanese invasion, This is the first 
| word about them since Manila fell 
to the Japs. 

Metro still has had no information 
on I. Cohen, manager for the Philip- 
| pines. He was last heard from in 











| Manila. 


Pratchett in N. Y. 


A. L. Pratchett, Paramount’s man- 
aging director in the Latin-Americas 
(outside of Brazil and Argentina), 
arrived in New York for homeoffice 
huddles with John W. Hicks, Jr., 
foreign sales chief, this week. 

Pratchett, who headquarters’ most 
of the time in Mexico City, recently 
completed a six-week swing through 
the South American portion of his 
territory. 











Another So, African Cinema 
Cape Town, April 20. 
African Consolidated Theatres has 
added another house to its chain 
the Bijou at Salt River (Cape Town 
suburb). 





represents 75% of the U. S. distrib |f 














London Jam Session 


London, April 20. 
Geraldo’s Swing concert at Stoll 
theatre, April 19, was first swing 
feast since the war and drew prac- 
tically capacity house of swing satel- 
lites. Show was arranged by Geral- 
do’s men on a cooperative basis. 

There may be a series of repeats. 
Program comprised various dishes, 





consisting mainly of ‘Soft and Loud | 


Jam,” with outstanders being Carl 
Barriteau and the West Indian 
Dance Orchestra. Boys are survivors 
of the ‘snakehips’ Johnson band, 
leader being killed during one of Lon- 
don’s blitzes, when the Cafe de Paris, 
where band was appearing, was hit. 
Band received an ovation. 

Surprise was inclusion of Overseas 
broadcast by Geraldo and band, giv- 
ing swing followers idea what goes 
on behind scenes during broadcasting 
session. Geraldo also unleashed 
special arrangement by George 
Evans, his sax player and arranger, 
of ‘Whistler’s Mother-in-Law,’ which 
was gesture to David Toff, who has 
just taken charge of Southern Music 
Co., after being the English maestro’s 
general manager for some seasons. 

Show was well compered by David 
Miller, British Broadcasting Corp.’s 
own suave personality, with aggres- 
sive, yet ingratiating style, and Spike 
Hughes, who was a definite misfit 
and only claim to inclusion is that 
he was one of the pioneers of Swing 
in England. 

Incidently, Jack Collier, string bass 
in Geraldc aggregation, is well worth 
watching, as picture or revue come- 
dian prospect. Boy has unconsicous 
style of humor which could be de- 
veloped to great advantage. Jolo. 


‘AWAKE’ NOT APROPOS 
FOR LONDON AUDIENCES 


London, May 26. 
A ‘private’ performance of Clifford 
Odets’ ‘Awake anc Sing,’ which had 
a run on Broadway several seasons 
ago, was not well received at the 
Arts Theatre Club last week (20). 
Play is scheduled for three weeks. 
Main difficulty, wherein the play- 
goers are concerned, is their un- 
familiarity with the New York types 
depicted in this proletarian drama. 
It has no commercial appeal for this 
side. 














Anti-Axis Pic 


Continued from page 1 


at the hedging nations with a power- 
ful motion picture campaign. Ma- 
terial is to be tailored precisely to 
offset political, military and 
economic Nazi-Fascist propaganda in 
non-United Nations countries out- 
side the Western Hemisphere, 

Though Hollywood has begun to 
do a job, the effect of morale-build- 
ing and strongly pro-Allied senti- 
ment in U. S. films, has so far been 
considered effective mainly for home 
consumption. Plan now is to bring 
home more graphically the power 
and sure-to-win psychology of the 
United Nations to those countries 
still in the neutral corner. 

In addition to the battle of supply 
the battle of shipment will also have 
to be won. Various methods are now 
under consideration for bringing the 
celluloid offensive quickly into play, 
since the time element on some of 
the films will figure strongly. 

Axis powers have so far admit- 
tedly gotten away to a strong head 
start in using the screen for creat- 


power and arms superiority. United 
Nations information bureau heads 
are reportedly convinced of the 


need for offsetting Nazi-Fascist screen 
propaganda and, from accounts, be- 
lieve they can do the job quickly 
and effectively. 

An advantage which has so far 
been with the Axis propagandists is 
their favorable geographical posi- 
tion which made it easy for them 
to ship screen fodder mostly over 
land or nearby sea routes. 

It is understood that U.S. govern- 
ment agencies, possibly in collab- 
oration with British information bu- 
reau specialists, are mapping plans 
for a comprehensive film production 
schedule. Part of this program may 
consist of current or forthcoming 
U. S. government victory shorts and 
clips culled from newsreels. But the 
broader objective is to build special 
screen subjects designed specifically 
to combat the virus of Nazi-Fascist 
propaganda poison in those infected 





areas not yet beyond redemption. 


Britain's Pix 


Get Through 





London, May 8. 


Great Britain has developed a highly effective secret film servic- 
ing setup that has seen pictures reaching foreign non-totalitarian coun- 


tries despite the war. 


British government sends out a steady flow of motion pictures at 
the rate of about 300 weekly, using bomber planes, air mail and boats. 
Check reveals that about 310 reels went off to 59 territories in a 
single week, going to areas extending from Arabia and Australia to 
Russia and the Netherlands East Indies. Some are Armerican features. 


nee 














Hollywood Sun. 





Night Blackout 


Continued from page 


within military regulations when | B-2, B-3 and X—from using gas for 


and if a crackdown comes. 
Dimouts Curb Nite Filming 

Dimout restrictions in the Pacific 
Coast zone mean a curtailment of 
night shooting on Hollywood's back 
lots and on locations anywhere near 
the ocean. Kleig lights, used for 
outdoor shooting at night, cast a glow 
that mounts high into the sky and 
can be spotted by planes far at sea, 
even when care is taken to keep the 
arcs from flashing upward. 

Studios are working out an idea 
with the Fourth Interceptor Com- 
mand by which wight shooting may 
continue through the use of subdued 
lights on location spots surrounded 
by hills or mountains, where there 
is no danger of silhouettes to aid 
enemies lurking off-shore. 





Frisco Unaffected 
San Francisco, May 26. 
Dimout restrictions on San Fran- 
cisco theatres are now virtually set, 
with the b.o. suffering not at all as 
the result. 





Radio City Status Quo 


Although Radio City Music Hall, 
N. Y., has always drawn a substan- 
tial suburban trade, so far the dim- 
out, auto conservation and gas ra- 
tioning has not seemingly had any 
effect on business but understood 
that the Radio City garage is off 
close to 50%. Presumption is that 
suburbanites are coming in by train, 
saving their cars for local jaunts. 
However, as pointed out in down- 
town N. Y. exhibition circles, the 
amount of car trade drawn even in 
normal times is very small, due 
largely to parking problems. 


Commuters from Westchester, 
Jersey and Long Island points report 
that as result of the rationing, trains 
are overcrowded since the restric- 
tions on gasoline went into effect. 
Many persons with offices in N. Y. 
proper were formerly driven in by 
chauffeurs, while others would motor 
in to the outskirts or other points and 
take subways the rest of the distance. 

Theatre managers are reluctant to 
offer any estimate of what, if any, 
damage has been caused so far as 
suburban or outskirts trade is con- 
cerned until there has been more ex- 
perience with the situation. 





Roadhouses Hit 
Philadelphia, May 26. 

Philly’s entertainment industry 
which had originally been scared 
stiff over the prospect of gasoline 
industry, is now looking at the fu- 
ture with calm equanimity. 

Instead of the bugabo the doling 
out of gas was expected to be, busi- 
ness, in most cases, has been only 
slightly affected. In some cases, es- 
pecially in the nabe film houses and 
small sectional bistros, there’s been 
an increase. 

Only ones to suffer were the road- 


: . . : houses i i 
ing an illusion of their overwhelming | ._ es in the suburban section and 


South Jersey, accessible mainly only 
to automobile traffic. 

A survey over the past weekend 
showed: 

1. Filmers suffered very little—if 
at all. 

2. Niteries in central city reported 
a light drop in business over the 
first weekend of the rationing, -but 
patronage seems to have picked up 
since. 

3. The South Jersey roadhouses 
reported a slight uplift over thepast 
Saturday and Sunday after suffering 
an almost total eclipse last week 
when OPA investigators stopped 
auto traffic on the Delaware River 
Bridge, checking gasoline cards. 

This action put a blitz on Jersey- 
bound traffic hitting the seashore 
spots a body blow. The past week- 
end, however, there was an increase 
in traffic—mainly because the OPA 
inspectcrs ceased the checkup of 
ration cards on highways and 
bridges. (Reported that the initial 
gandering of cards was to scare 





holders of ‘business only’ tickets— 





pleasure). 

New trend in cafo advertising is 
the stressing of the transportation 
angle. Nitery ads tell customers 
how to arrive sans auto. 

Split the Cab Fare 


The River Drive Terrace, in Fair- 
mount Park, announces it will go 
50-50 with the customers on cab fare 
from anywhere within an eight-mile 
radius provided there are four or 
more customers in the cab. 


Worst hit are the dance ballrooms 
in the country. The Brookline 
Country Club reported a drop in 
business, but is not being hurt as 
badly as some of the others, mainly 
because the spot is fairly well serv- 
iced by bus, train and trolley. The 
kids, who are arriving by car, are 
pooling their gas, with as many as 
eight coming in a four-passenger 
car 


In-town spots expect a heavy 
weekend summer business as less 
persons are apt to go to the seashore 
on that long stretch from Friday 
night to Monday morning as in pre- 
vious years, 










Jessel 


Continued from page 3 


their baby. Jessel again denies re- 
peated columnar reports of their 
marital splitup. 

Because of the Coast vaudery—a 
$2,500 weekly commitment for two 
weeks, against 10% of the gross—he 
set back a joint booking for Loew’s 
State, N. Y., June 18. He has other 
weeks to follow. He will not con- 
dense ‘High Kickers’ as a vaude tab, 
but may later revive ‘The Jazz 
Singer’ at $1.65 for the pop-priced 
legiters. 





H’wood’s 2-a-Day 
Hollywood, May 26. 

Policy for the new El Capitan the- 
atre, formerly the Hollywood Play- 
house, now being remodeled by Sid 
Grauman and hig associates, will be 
two-a-day vaudeville for eight or 10 
weeks, starting in July. 

Shows will be headlined by name 
acts brought on from New York. 
Understood extra shows will be 
tossed in Saturday nights to catch 
the swing shift. 


Joe Weber 


Continued from page 3 























Fields Music Hall was located. As 
show business moved uptown such 
sites dropped in value and became 
tenantless. Comedian also bought 
the West End theatre on 125th 
street, which he figured to be an ace 
in the hole for life. When that 
neighborhood was absorbed by col- 
ored residents, that property also be- 
came a Yoser. Weber and Fields 
jointly lost plenty when they tried 
to operate the 44th Street as their 
uptown Music Hall. 

Story of Weber’s final years is 
Similar to that of many other per- 
sons who grow old, lose their friends 
and ability to keep up with the 
parade. Jt is the tragedy of age 
as show business knows it. The 
profits from “The Climax’ and ‘Alma 
Where Do You Live’ could not sup- 
port Weber indefinitely, and he lost 
on other productions which the 
present generation has forgotten 
about. 

Understood that a relief fund, 
handled through the Screen Actors 
Guild, on the Coast, took care of 
Weber’s ' hospitalization and that 
doles helped support him before his 
death. 


‘DUMBO’ BIG IN AUSSIE 
Brisbane, Australia, May 26. 
Walt Disney’s ‘Dumbo’ has already 
equalled the run of ‘Snow White’ et 
the Regent theatre here, having 





completed three big weeks. 

New Disney comedy feature also 
is going over strongly in Sydney, 
Newcastle and Adelaide. 
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3-Shift Mich. Defense Workers’ Sked 
Means More Staggered Film Shows 





Detroit, May 26. 

State plans to put this area on a 
strict three-shift basis probably will 
gee an increase in around-the-clock 
theatres or the same staggered shifts 
for the picture houses. 

Department stores here already 
have started to alter their hours to 
meet the new changes which will 
find only one-third the population 
around at any one time of the day. 
Eight of the major stores in the loop 
have extended their store hours into 
the night to meet the changed living 
habits already in evidence and from 
the way their business is going, 
houses heré evidently will have to 
make similar switches in the con- 
ventional show times. 

The problem here is going to re- 
quire drastic treatment, While Mich 
igan is fighting the proposed gas ra- 
tioning for this major defense area, 
arguing that there is plenty of gaso- 
line available here and such a rul- 
ing would cripple transportation in 
a vital defense area, changes have 
been underway to meet the situation. 

Biggest problem here is that the 
increased population, drawn in by 
the employment needs, and the num- 
ber of cars being laid up has over- 
taxed the regular transportation sys- 
tems. There aren’t enough buses and 
streetcars here to carry the load— 
with the population due for still a 
greater increase—with the result the 
authorities aré rigidly dividing the 
population up into thirds. 

Readjusted Urban Life 

Basic idea is that since the war 
plants are working three shifts a 
day, around the clock, the rest of 
urban life can be adjusted accord- 
ingly. Ultimate plans would call 
for one-third the stores, in fact at 
least one-third of anything, to be 
open during the usual darkened 
hours to balance up the public 
around at those times. The inability 
of transportation means to handle 
them dhy other way seems to make 
the project certain to come _ into 
practice—particularly if the gas ban 
comes in here which is probable. 

Theatres have already noticed that 
the later store hours is cutting off 
biz from expectations on certain 
nights. Early week nights, when 
store clerks did their picturegoing, 


doesn’t find them coming. Shoppers | 
| bond prizes in the Kicker’s Handicap 
| and emceed the dinner.- 
| person, newly appointed RKO thea- 
| tres g.m., made out alright at bridge. 


also are too tired or feel the hour 
is too late after the evening’s shop- 
ping. However, matinees have picked 
up and weekends are capacity fre- 
gently. 

The 5,000-seat Fox earlier experi- 
mented with Saturday shows start- 
ing at midnight with more than fair 
Both Detroit’s Drive-in the- 


success 


atres have put in midnight shows | 
the tournament. 


for Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
Neighborhood men here are serious- 
ly discussing whacking up their 
areas so that some houses may 
shortly be trying earlier openings 
than ever. Those few houses here 
which now operate on a 24-hour 
basis have nothing to beef about. 
Picture biz has been strong here 
but with the State, 
unions and the important transporta- 
tion system ready to put Detroit on 
a three-shift basis, the future is go- 


ing to require some _  odd-hour 
changes here to keep up with the 
pubic. 


Probably more significant in other 
quarters is the report that 
‘Michigan Plan’ is likely to be urged 
by the Government in ¢@lose to 40 
other defense centers throughout the 
country, 





Milwaukee Cool te Idea 


Milwaukee, May 26. 

Although various efforts have been 
made to have some local theatres 
stay open all night to provide a place 
of recreation for the swing shifters 
in the round-the-clock war indus- 
try plants, none of the exhibs will 
go for the idea. They say the plants 
and the workers are too widely sep- 
arated to bring about a sufficiently 
centralized audience to make opera- 
tion pay or even to gross expenses. 

Houses operating regularly in the 
biggest industrial districts aren’t 
getting anything like a normal play, 
and the general opinion among ex- 


hibs is that the men working a 56- , 
|comb, F. Howard, Fred Lutkin. 


hour week are too weary when their 
day is done to have any interest in 
anything but a few beers. and a lotta 
sleep. 


+ 





|'Thompson stuck to golf. 





| 
industrialists, 


this | 
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| Nat’! Convention 


| o . 
—_—_—— (Continued from page 7 


eral sales sessions held at New City, 
N. Y., following by five localized 
powwows attended by branch man- 
agers, salesmen and bookers. Par 
is so far ahead on product that fur- 
ther sales meetings probably will 
not be necessary. RKO, also under 
the decree, held a national conven- 
tion last year but is -unlikely to 
have one this year, it is understood. 

Among non-decree companies, 
Universal has scheduled a national 
huddle June 2-5, while Columbia 
will have one June 16-18, both in 
New York. Monogram held a con- 
vention on the Coast two weeks ago 
and Republic has already held re- 
gionals, which has always been its 
policy. United Artists also plans 
regionals. It has not held a national 
meet in years. 





Number of pictures among decree | 


wees & 


companies is largely depéndent 
upon the UMPI sales plan’s adoption, 
with 48 the likely maximum for 
Metro, WB and 20th. Paramount 
has already set its schedule at 36, 
while RKO may make only around 
30, 


Ned Depinet Cops 
Kickers Handicap 





At RKO Tourney 


RKO Radio’s seventh annual golf 
tournament, held at the Westchester 
Country Club, Rye, N. Y., last 
Wednesday (20), brought out an at- 
tendance of more than 200, mostly 
golf, pinochle, poker and gin rummy 
addicts, 

George Schaefer, RKO prexy, took 
a trimming at gin from Herman 
Robbins, National Screen Service. 

Bob Wolff, manager of the New 
York exchange for RKO, gave an 
excellent account of himself as an 
ad lib raconteur in three dialects. 
Ned Depinet won one of the $25 war 


Eddie Al- 


Pete Rathvon and Major Leslie 


Neilson, who had been away from 
home on office assignments several 


nights running, sent telegrams to his 


wife and in-laws to prove he was at 


All prizes were either war bonds 
or savings stamps, except for the 
two worst golfers, Irving Shiffrin 


| and Joe Aurrichio, who got tennis 
balls made of soap. 
| Daily News columnist, won the prize 


| for the guests’ low score on the west 


Ed Sullivan, 


course. Winners of $25 bonds were: 

Kickers handicap for RKO Radio 
employees, won by Ned E. Depinet;: 
| Kickers handicap for guests, won by 
Sam Rinzler. Low gross by RKO 
|Radio employees: winner on south 


; course, Herbert Walker; runner-up | 


| on south course, Dave Canavan: win- 
ner on west course, Lou Miller; run- 
ner-up on west course, Harry Pim- 
stein. Low gross by guests: winner 


|on south course, H. Rinzler; runner- 


up on south course, Ed Gaylord; 
winner on west course, Ed Sullivan; 
runner-up on west course, Mitchell 
May, Jr. Winner of the putting con- 
test, Robert Dann. Nearest the pin 
contest: winner on south course, F. 


| Eggerstedt; winner on west course, 
|G. Weiss. 


Winners of foursomes in 


stamps), were: 


M. Goldstein, H. Crandall, H. J. 
Strong, Harold Rodner, Eddie 
Sniderman, E. J. McGuire, W. H. 
Scully, R. Schneider, C. Leyen- 
decker, James Mulvey, S. Braver- 
man, Al Dawson, C. Benenson, Mon- 
roe Greenthal, George Garvin, Jack 
Baker, R. H. Haines, Charles Levy, 
Leon Bamberger, Herman Robbins, 
Alvin Adams, David Strumpf, Lou 
Sarnoff, Jack Schactel, Henry. New- 


($5 


Maurice (Bucky) Harris of the 
RKO, theatre department won the 





raffie for a $100 bond. 


Tradeshows 





Wed., May 27—‘It Happened in Fiat- 
bush’ (20th). ‘Thru Different 
Guys’ (20th) and ‘Ten Gentle- 
men from West Point’ (20th), in 
all exchange cities. 


Thurs., May 28—‘The Postman Didn't 


Ring’ (20th) and ‘The Magnifi- 
cent Dope’ (20th), in all ex- 
change cities. 

Mon., June 1—'The Big Shot (WB), 
in all exchange cities. 

Mon., June 1—‘Wings for the Eagle’ 
(WB), in all exchange cities ex- 
cept New Haven, where it will 
be shown Tues., June 2, 

Tues., June 2—‘Escape from Crime’ 
(WB), in all exchange cities, ex- 
cept Des Moines, Milwaukee and 
New Paven, where it will be 
shown Mon., June 1. 

Tues., June 2—The Gay Sisters’ 
(WB), in all exchange cities, ex- 
cept Los Angeles and Milwau- 
kee, where it will be shown 
Mon., June 1. 

Tues., June 2—‘Spy Ship’ (WB), in 
all exchange cities, except Los 
Angeles, where it will be shown 
Mon., June 1. 


Week's New Shorts 


Continued from page 8 

















registering solidly. Lorne Greene 
also helps sell what might have been 
a routine topic with his crisp spoken 
commentary. 

Film covers the importance of food 
to all United Nations, what it has 
meant to Germany and what the lack 
of it has meant to conquered coun- 
tries. It points up the prutal meth- 
ods used by the Nazis in making use 
of hunger as a means of subduing 
nations that have capitulated to the 
military. Vital necessity of running 
the submarine blockade to get food- 
stuffs to the British Isles and other 
United people suffering from a food 
shortage is deftly portrayed. Inter- 
esting sidelight introduced is the use 
the Germans have made of the soy 
bean in giving strength to fighters in 
their ranks. Sturdy entry on most 
any bill, despite length. 

‘New Soldiers Are Tough’ (World 


| of Action war subject, UA, 16 mins.) 


—As timely as today’s newspaper 
headlines is this exciting portrayal 
of the latest type Allied warrior. It’s 
another John Grierson bell-ringer, 
with special praise again going to 
Stuart Legg, editor and script writer, 
and Lorne Greene’s narration. Out- 
standing in series of graphic closeups 
of training given United Nations 
fighters is an actual Commando raid 
on Norway by these British dare- 
devils. Probably the most gripping, 
brief yarn to come from the war- 





| the 


Rutgers | 
. |of hit first and hard, and keep on! 


| hitting. 


front in months, with screen-filling 
explosions of giant oil storage tanks 
climaxing the venture. Raid starts 
in darkness of early morning, and 
carries through until dawn shows 
progress of the battle. 


Other portions of the subject stress 


| now Allied strategy has swung over 
|to the offensive, with tough, young 


shock-troopers geared to the slogan 


Scenes from many battle- 
fronts emphasize the new type of 
fighter. As with others in this series, 
| original score and deft spotting of 
| background music adds greatly to 
| the realism. Sure bet in any theatre. 
| Wear. 








Exchanges 


Continued from page 14 

















FILM BOOKING CHART 





(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers Vanirry presen:s 

@ complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing com. ° 

panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given in 
VARIETY and the running time of prints are included.) 


M—Melodrama; C—Comedy; 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantic Drama; MU~—Musicaj 
Figures herewith indicate date of Variety's review and running time — 


Key to Type Abbreviations: 


CD—Comedy 





WEEK OF RELEASE—3/26/42 


a 4 





Two Yanks in Trinidad (Col) 3/25 Cc 
w 


Sunset on the Desert (Rep) 
Affairs of J. Valentine (Rep) 


Remarkable Mr. Kipps (20th) 3/11 


82 P. O’Brien-B. Donlevy 


M 
M 86 


R. Rogers-G, Hayes 
D. O’Keefe-R. Terry 
M. Redgrave-D. Wynward 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/2/42 


ST 





The Bugle Sounds (M-G) 12/17 
fhe Courtship of Andy Hardy (M-G) 2/11 


Secret Agent of Japan (20th) 3/11 
Kipling’s cunme Book (UA) 3/25 D 
The Male Animal (WB) 3/4 D 


D ivi 
Cc & 
M 72 
108 
126 


—— 


W. Beery-M, Main 

M. Rooney-A. Rutherfora 
P. Foster-L. Bari 
Sabu-J. Calleia 

H. Fonda-O. deHavilland 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/9/42 


———=» 











The Invaders (Col) 11/5 D 123 L. Howard-R. Massey 
The Shores of Tripoli (20th) 3/11 D 82 J. Payne-M, O’Hara 
The Strange Case of Dr. RX (U) 4/1 M 64 L, Atwell-R. Knowles 
Unseen Enemy (U) 4/1 M 61 D. Terry-A. Devine 
Murder in the Big House (WB) 4/8 M 60 F. Anderson-G. Meeker 
WEEK OF RELEASE—4/16/42 
Reap the Wild Wind (Par) 3/25 D 124 R. Milland-P. Goddara 
Land ef the Open Range (RKO 12/24 W 6 YT. Holt-R. Whitley 
Girl From Alaska (Rep) 4/22 M 75 R. Middleton-J, Parker 
SOS Coast Guard (Rep) 4/15 M %% W. Lundigan-J. Rogers 
Home in Wyomin’ (Rep) 4/29 Ww 67 G. Autry-C, Barnett 
Suicide Squadron ¢(Kep) 4/28 M 67 A. Walbrook-s. Gray 
Mississippi Gambler (U) 4/15 M 61 K. Taylor-F.Langford 
Fighting Bill Fargo (U) 5/20 Ww =457 J. Mac Brown 
Gold Rush (UA) 3/4 Cc 71 C, Chaplin 
Kings Row (WB) 12/24 D 127 A. Sheridan-R. Cummings 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/23/42 





Down Ric Grande Way (Col) 
Hello Annapolis (Col) 

The Bashful Bachelor (RKO) 
Westward Hoe (Rep) 4/29 ° 
Saboteur (U) 4/ 
Twin Beds (UA) 4/22 
I Was Framed (WB) 4/8 


3/18 


Zakec 


J. Parker-T. Brown 

C, Starrett-R. Hayden 
Lum & Abner-Z. Pitts 
B. Steel-T. Tyler 

R. Cummings-R. Lane 
G. Brent-J. Bennett 

R. Middleton-J. Parker 





WEEK OF RELEASE—4/30/42 





Wife Takes a Flyer (Col) 4/22 
Fingers at the Window (M-G) 3/18 
Where the Trail Ends (Mono) 

My Favorite Blonde (Par) 3/18 
Tutties of Tahiti (RKO) 3/18 
Yukon Patrol (Rep) 

Man Who Wouldn’t Die (20th) 
You're Telling Me (U) 
Jukebox Jenny (U) 3/25 
Larceny, Inc. (WB) 3/4 


4/22 


= 
ac 


oRRRREEO 


87 


79 
78 


91 
73 


65 
94 


Bennett-F. Tone 

. Ayres-L, Day 

. Keene 

. Hope-M. Carroll 
Laughton-J. Hall 

. Lane-L. Conway 

4 Nolan-M. Weaver 

. Herbert-P. Paice 

. Murray-H. Hilliard 
=. Robinson-J. Wyman 


mae & 


SAP 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/7/42 





i TTL RN RRR RRNA Ay ee 








Desperate Chance for Ellery Queen (Col) M W. Gargan-M. Lindsay 
Corpse Vanishes (Mono) M 6 B.Lugosi * 
The Great Man’s Lady (Par) 3/18 D 9% B.Stanwyck-J. McCrea 
Scattergood Rides High (RKC) 3/18 C 65 G. Kibbee-D. Moore 
My Gal Sal (20th) 4/22 M 101 R. Hayworth-V. Mature % 
Broadway (U) 5/6 D 89 G. Raft-P. O’Brien 
WEEK OF RELEASE-—5/14/42 
Not A Lady’s Man (Col) Cc P. Kelly-F. Wray 


The Devil’s Trail (Col) 
She’s In The Army (Mono) 
This Gun for Hire (Par) 3/18 
Grand Central Murder (M-G) 
Mayor of 44th Street (RKO 


4/22 
3/18 


Remember Pearl Harbor (Rep) 5/13 
The Mad Martindales (20th) 4/22 
Ships With Wings (UA) 12/7 

Mystery of Marie Rogert (U) 4/8 


z 
cezzcockzoed 


In This Our Life (WB) 4/8 


80 
72 
86 
15 
55 


60 
93 


B. Elliott-T. Ritter 

. Ann Borg-L. Talbot 
. Lake-R. Preston 

. Heflin-P. Dane 

- Murphy-A. Shirley 
- Barrie-F. MacKenzie 
Withers-M. Weaver 
. Clements-L. Banks 
Knowles-M. Montez 

- Davis-O. deHavilland 


Duss aded 





WEEK OF RELEASE—5/21/42 


iD 





Sweetheart of the Fleet (Col) 
Vanishing Virginian (M-G) 12/3 
Let’s Get Tough (Moro) Cc 


MU 


Syncopation (RKO 5/6 MU 
Romance on the Range (Rep) w 
Whispering Ghost (20th) 4/22 Cc 
Who Is Hope Schuyler? (20th) 3/11 M 
Almost Married (U) Cc 
The Spoilers (U) 4/15 M 





D 101 


15 
55 


87 


J. Davis-J. Falkenburg 
F. Morgan-K. Grayson 
T. Brown-F. Rice 

A. Menjou-J. Cooper 

R. Rogers-G. Hayes 

M. Berle-B. Joyce 

J. Allen, Jr.-M. Howard 
R. Paige-J. Frazee 

M. Dietrich-R. Scott 











WEEK OF RELEASE—5/28/42 





Meet the Stuarts (Col) 5/20 Cc 


Down Texas Way (Mono) 


In Old California (Rep) w 
Stardust On The Stage (Rep) 8/27 w 
Falcon Takes Over (RKO) 5/6 M 
Moontide (20th) 4/22 Dd 
| Miss Annie Rooney (UA) 5/27 M 
| Juke Girl (WB) 4/8 M 


72 W. Holden-F. 


Day 
B. Jones-T. McCoy 
J. Wayne-B. Barnes 


65 G. Autry-S. Burnett 


62 


84 


90 


G. Sanders-L. Bari 


J. Gabin-I. Lupino 


S. Temple-W. Gargan 
A; Sheridan-R. Regan 








WEEK OF RELEASE—6/4/42 








Enright to assistant at 
| Memorial in McKeesport. 


Austin Interrante, Main Line 
sakesman for 20th-Fox, has resigned 
ito devote his full time to the opera- 
ition of the Rowland theatre in 
Phillipsburg, Pa., which he owns. 
| House had previously been operated 
| by Interrante’s son, who recently 

went into the Army. Joe Hanna, 

|} head booker at the exchange, moves 
into Interrante’s sales berth, and Joe 
| Davidson, assistant booker, becomes 
| chief booker, George Ball promoted 
|to assistant booker and Jack Ell- 
strom, of advertising accessories de- 
| partment, shifts to the booking staff. 
| Dick Hannan is the new assistant to 
| Jack Vandegrift in shipping and a 
new shipper is John Prioletti, 

Sam Ehrlich is back at the Warner 
exchange as ged of checking, 
a he he here when Ross 
Federal Service took over WB's 
ch tking in summer of 1940. Com- 
pany re-established its own checking 
system May 1, 


John Derbish, formerly manager 
of New West End theatre, has been 
|maried manager of the Embassy, in 
|Aspinwall, one of the Mervis 
| Brothers’ houses. He replaces Ferdin- 
|and Phillips, now In the Army. Wil- 
lard Rupert, who used to be at the 
Roxian in McKees Rocks, succeeds 
Derbish at the West End. 

George Pollinger is new assistant 
manager of the Sewickley (Pa.) 
theatre, succeeding James G. Rutter, 
now in the Merchant Marine. Pol- 
linger is a former member ef the 


service at 








house staff. 











Submarine Raider (Col) 
One Mysterious Night (Mono) 
Come on Danger (RKO) 
Moonlight Masquerade (Rep) Cc 
Tough As They Come (U) 
Lady Gangster (WB) 


Ft 


zo 





58 


62 F. Emerson-J. Bishop __ 


WEEK OF RELEASE—6/11/42 


J. Howard-M. Chapman 
J. Beal 

T. Holt-F. Neal 

D. O’Keefe-B. Kean 

B. Halop-B. Dunsley 





They All Kissed the Bride (Col) Cc 
My Favorite Spy (RKO) 5/6 MU 
The Cyclone Kid (Rep) w 
Thru Different Eyes (20th) M 
Private Buckaroo (U) MU 
| Danger in the Pacific (U) M 
Silver Bullet (U) w 
The Big Shot (WB) M 


Parachute Nurse (Col) 


85 


~ WEEK OF RELEASE 6/18/42 


M. Douglas-J. Crawford 
K. Kyser-E. Drew 

D. Barry-L. Merrick 

F. Craven-M. Howard 
Andrews Sis.—J. E. Lewis 
D. Terry-L. Carrillo 

J. MacBrown-F. Knight 
H. Bogart-J. Manning 





: M  M. Chapman-P. Clark 
Riders of The Northlands (Col) w Cc. Starrett-R. Hayden 
Powder Town (RKO) 5/13 M .79 V. MacLaglen-E. O’Brien 
Lady In A Jam (U) Cc I. Dunn-F. Knowles 
Phantom Plainsmen (Rep) Ww B. Steel-T. Tyler 





TRADESHOWN AND FOR FUTURE RELEASE 


— 





We Were Dancing (M-G) 
Salute to Courage (M-G) 

Torpedo Boat (Par) 1/21 
Fly by Night (Par) 1/21 


1/21 
1/21_—Cte 


This Time for Keeps (M-G) 2/11 
Sundown Jim (20th) 3/11 
Gentleman After Dark (UA) 323/18 
True to the Army (Par) 3/18 


Mokey (M-G) 3/25 

Lady Gangster (WB) 4/8 
Tarzan’s N. Y. Adventure (M-G) 4/15 
Sunday Punch (M-G) 4/15 


About Face (UA) 4/15 
Ship Ahoy (M-G) 4/22 
Torti Fiat (M-G) 4/22 


Night in New Orleans (Par) 5/6 
Sweater Girl (Par) 5/6 
Beyond the Blue Horizon (Par) 


EPL TTT itr Tre 


5/6 


a poy is) 5/43 D 
exican Spitfire Sees a Ghost (RKO) 5/13 € 
This Above All (20th) 5/13 ‘ ’ D 
I Married an Angel (M-G) 3/ MU 
Once Upen a Thursday (M-G) 5/20 M 
Wer Cardboard Lover (M-G) 5/237 M 
Rambi (RKO 5/27 

Maisie Gets Her Man (M-G 53/27 Cc 





N. Shearer-N. Coward 
G. Veidt-A. Ayers 

R. Arlen-J, Parker 

N. Kelly-R. Carlson 

A. Rutherford-B. Sterling 
J. Kimbrough-V. Gilmore 
B. Donlevy-M. Hopkins 
J. Canova-A. Jones 

D. Datley-D. Reed 

F. Emerson-J. Bishop 

J. Weissmuller-M. O'Sullivan 
W. Lundigan-J. Rogers 
W. Tracy-J. Sawyer 

E. Powell-R. Skelton 

S. Tracy-H. Lamarr 

D. Lamour-R. Denning 
E. Bracken-J. Preisser 
P. Foster-A. Dekker 

G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 

L. Velez-L. Errol 

T. Power-J. Fontaine 

J. MacDonald-N. Eddy 
M. Hw . Carisen 

N. Shearer-R. Taylor 
(Disney Carteen) 

A. Sothern-R, Skelton 
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News and Gossip About the Production and Distribution of the Best Shows In Town! 





‘GUN’ STILL BOOMING AT B.0. 








NOW DO YOU BELIEVE IN WITCHCRAFT? 


+ 











Here’s Veronica Lake as she appears in the title role of ‘I Married a 
Witch’ opposite Fredric March, her next picture following ‘This Gun 


for Hire.’ 


The cat’s what is technically known among witches and war- 
locks as her ‘familiar.’ 


ND WK. AT PAR 
BEATS “FLEET 


Ladd Skedded for Top Part 
in ‘Storm’ Due to ‘Gun’s’ 
Bullseye With Crix and 
Fans—‘Glass Key’ and 
‘Immortal Mr. Gray’ to 
Come First—Will Go on 
Air During New York Visit 








KATE SMITH GUEST 


Paramount’s explosive thriller, 
‘This Gun for Hire,’ and its dynamite 
star discovery, Alan Ladd, won their 
most important award of all last 
week—a socko boxoffice return at 
the big New York Paramount. 


‘Gun’s’ second week at the Par- 
amount topped Par’s_ sensational 
‘Fleet’s In’ second week by a healthy 
margin. First week also had out- 
grossed ‘Fleet.’ 

Meanwhile, evidence that the pic- 
ture was set for hit biz everywhere 
came through with a second open- 
ing tah Theatre, Salt Lake 
City. Here ‘Gun’s’ first day rolled 
up a gross bigger than the first day 
of ‘The Lady Has Plans,’ and twenty 
percent above a similar day’s busi- 








Reap’ Still Outgrossing ‘N:W.M.P., 
Date After Date, 


Cecil B. DeMille’s Technicolor 
epic ‘Reap the Wild Wind’ con- 
tinued to write boxoffice history 
last week, both in new,dates and 
in holdovers. Business almost 
everywhere was sharply above 
similar dates for that last great 
DeMille smash, ‘North West 
Mounted Police.’ 

From the exhibitor’s point of 
view, last week’s reports of grosses 
had particular interest because 
they added to the growing pile of 
evidence that ‘Reap’ opens BIG 
everywhere—and then builds; not 
for just a week, but for two, three 
and four weeks. 

In the Warfield Theatre, Frisco, 
for example, ‘Reap’s’ gross for the 
fourth week was a sock 30 per cent 
above the picture’s third week take. 
At the Majestic in San Antonio, 
where ‘Reap’s’ first week was above 





‘North West’ by a good margin, 
holdover week’s business jumped 
the difference startlingly. Second 
week’s business on ‘Reap’ topped 


‘Mounted’s’ second week by better 
than 100 per cent. 

At the Metropolitan in Boston 
the same story was apparent. 
‘Reap’s’ third week started with 
opening day’s business 50 per cent 
above the first day of ‘North West 
Mounted Police’s’ third. 

Meanwhile, new openings of the 
picture followed the pattern of 
almost every booking to date— 
business strongly above ‘Mounted’ 
day after day. Senator, Sacramento, 
showed ‘Reap’ outgrossing ‘Mount- 
ed’ by 30 per cent for its first week. 
‘Reap’ was beating its predecessor, 
too, in the Metropolitan, Morgan- 
town; the Fox, Oakland, Cal.; the 
Malco Theatre in Memphis, and the 
Lincoln Theatre in T Trenton. 


Vuur 4 HR-miersgeo* 


ness for ‘One Night in Lisbon.’ Both 
were solid grossers, 

Excitement about Alan Ladd began 
at Paramount when the first rushes of 


new menace was skedded imme- 
diately for a top role in ‘The Glass 
Key.’ 
London hit, ‘Man in Half 


Week After Week 








Rudy Vallee. 


Street,’ as a vehicle for Ladd. 
ter picture is now set for filming 
under the title, ‘The Immortal Mr. 
|Gray.’ At the present time he’s set | 
for these and for ‘Prelude to Glory,’ 
story of a gangster’s regeneration 
through military service, and perhaps 
‘Red Harvest,’ another Dashiell Ham- 
mett mystery. 

Ladd arrived in New York Mon- 
day for his first visit to the big city 
that made him a star over night; 
his schedule for the stay includes a 
coast-to-coast broadcast on the Kate 


CAUGHT IN DRAFT, 
HE BALLYS ‘BLONDE’ | 


Nicholas Iarrocci, ticket-taker 
for Loew’s New Rochelle, was 
among the men who boarded a 
train for an Army camp last 
week. And the following day 
the ‘New Rochelle Standard 
Star’ carried this story: 

‘...one of the draftees car- 











‘Gun’ came through, At that time the‘ 


Moon | 
Lat- 


Smith hour Friday night (8 p.m. EWT, ! 





‘ | less 
¢ » } | 
Later the Studio acquired the! Jackie Cooper’s father in ‘Skippy,’ 


was added last week to the cast of | 





TECHNICAL STUFF 














Arab 


Pity poor Jamiel 
who plays a role in the Bob Hope- 


Hasson, 


Bing Crosby-Dotty Lamour next, 
‘Road to Morocco.’ He not only has 
to play his own part, but he’s 
burdened with the job of technical 
expert, doing odd jobs like teach- 
ing the boys how an Arab would 
filch a kiss from Dona Drake. 


‘Wake Island’ Gets 
‘Moontide’ Writer 


Willard Robertson, actor-writer 
who penned ‘Moontide,’ and who 
recently played the role of 





Paramount’s epic of the first 
Marines to bear the full brunt of 
World War IIl—‘Wake Island.’ 


Robertson has the role of father | 


| of Macdonald Carey, and his as- 


spots of the 


| 
| 
| 





ried loyally to his former em- CBS), when he'll do an_ original | 
ployer .all the way yesterday | drama with Judith Evelyn, star of | 
morning. Along the line of ‘Angel Street’ and winner of the | 
march he carried a sign adver- |New York Drama League award. Re- | 


tising the show now playing at 


broadcast for the 
the theatre where he was tick- | 


!out at midnight. 


et-collector. After boarding Bien « alent om ten “Timon Mie 
the train, he stuck his head out | way’ program, on Saturday: ‘The 
the window and called atten- Show of Yesterday and Today,’ on 
tion to it. The last thing one =| Sunday, and with Bill Stern on Mon- 
could see as: the train pulled | day, over NBC-Red network. 


away was the sign, blowing in 
the breeze and reading ‘Go SEE 
‘My Favorite Blonde.’’ 


This week Paramount showed its 
way by announcing that he would 
go into a top role of the film version 
of the best-seller, ‘Storm,’ one of the 
top properties bought during the} 
past season. 











Purchase ‘Purchase’ Pips 





Film fans are going to get the 
wish they had when they saw 
‘T.ouisiana Purchase.’ They’re go- 
ing to see a lot more of at least 


gone all out for a picture and a new 
star in the manner that they did for 
‘Gun’ and ‘Ladd.’ At the same time, 
two of the ‘Louisiana Lovelies’ fea- Director Frank Tuttle and Veronica 
tured therein—Jean Wallace and | |Lake came in for their share of 
Lynda Grey. Par lifted the options | praise; several sheets called it a per- 
on both last week; Jean goes into | sonal triumph for all three. 
laudette Colbert’s ‘No Time for : 
ove and Lynda into ‘Happy oe SELL U. S. WAR BONDS AND 
Lucky, big Téchni musical with | STAMPS in your theatre ... and 
Mary Martin, Dick Powell and | buy ’em yourself, too. Remember— 
| we've got an Axis to grind! 








~¢ 218 > 2 5 


Seldom have New York critics | 


he 





West Coast goes | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


recognition of Ladd’s hit on Broad-| 


signment includes one of the key 
script—delivery of an 
heroic eulogy which sets the 
patriotic theme of the picture, 





"TAKE LETTER’ 
DARLING OF 
CRITICS 


oe 


‘Take a Letter, Darling,’ the new 
Mitchell Leisen comedy opening 
today at the New York Paramount, 
madé its bow to the trade press 
amid a flock of rave reviews the 


like of which hasn't been seen since 
the mind goeth not back. Orchids 
went to Leisen, to Fred MacMurray 
and Rosalind Russell, to Par’s newe 
comer, Macdonald Carey, to Benche 
ley and to Constance Moore. 


Keynote of the critical paean of 
praise was sounded by the M. P, 
Herald when it opened its review 
with the simple statement that 
‘Everything that excellent acting, 
superb writing and exacting direc- 
tion can provide was poured into 
‘Take a Letter, Darling,’ making it 





a complete laugh riot from start to 
finish. Critics and the public can 
rank it with all top comedies in- 
cluding ‘It Happened One Night!’’ 

Film Daily called it ‘top-notch 
boxoffice entertainment; one of the 
most delightful fun-fests of the sea- 
son.’ M. P. Daily said, ‘the picture 
can’t miss—it’s a howl! Sparklingly 
fresh, smart and fast paced; will 
please old and young.’ 

Hollywood Reporter 
remarks with “Throw the whole 
book of superlatives...rates every- 
thing you can say for the smart- 
est, slickest adult comedy to emerge 
since the war began.’ And went on 
to call it a ‘top smash attraction 
certain to rank high on the lists of 
1942’s ten best!’ Daily Variety said 
‘Will ring the boxoffice bell; good 


opened its 





fun, hilarious situations; if diver- 
| sion from world problems is 
wanted, this is a perfect answer!’ 


‘Take a Letter’ is the first picture 
of Paramount’s socko sixth block; 
| others are ‘Beyond the Blue Hori- 


zon’ (Lamour-Richard Denninge- 
Technicolor); Pr. Broadway,” 
'*Sweater. Girl’ and ‘Night in New 
Orleans.’ 
















oF SOSALIND RUSSELL 
+ FRED MacMURRAY 





; } i ; | 


t LP ny } z , 
LIN ‘ 
FRED Ma - emus sett = 

| # AN ‘mn 
aw - | 4 


a PARAMOUNT Pictur 





















‘It’s a ied gag, all right, but I can’t help thinking that 
somewhere you ought to spell it out.” * 


ie ai 


ee 


come 


meron > 9m 


— 


> 











RN ARMIN conan =o 








presen 











a Phe wm 
Sees 








oe ker ca Ee 








Wednesday, May 27, 1942 





Realis 
By US. Curbs on 


A crop of topnotch adventure fic- 
tion, based on the war of a type 
highly desirable for film material, 
is beginning to sprout in the na- 
tional mags. But producers are 
looking at the exciting yarns with 
their tongues hanging out—and not 
buying. They're fearful that they 
won't be able to get the specialized 
military equipment needed to film 
them. 

One such story is running as a 
serial in the Satevepost now and 
another in Collier’s. First is ‘Gaunt 
Woman’ by Edmund Gilligan. It’s 
about fishing schooners fighting Nazi 
submarines off of Newfoundland, 
with the hero a Gloucester fisher- 
man. ‘Gaunt Woman’ is the name 
of his schooner. 

Collier’s yarn is ‘Flight to the 
Sun’ by James Aldrich, 23-year- 
old Australian now in North Africa 
as correspondent for Time mag and 
North American Newspaper Alli- 
ance. His story is of the RAF in 
the Greek and Crete campaign. His 
style is said by story editors to bear 
resemblances to that of Ernest Hem- 
ingway. 

Difficulty with ‘Gaunt Woman’ 
first is finding a place to film it, 
since location trips to sea are no 
longer possible, of course. If that 
perhaps could be solved by use of 
a studio tank and trick photography, 
there’s the problem of obtaining a 
usable replica of a U-boat. 


‘Flight to the Sun’ is even tougher, 
because it requires a great number 
of planes of specific types, British, 
German and Italian. It also calls 
for hundreds of gliders being towed 
through the air and cut loose to 
land in Crete with Nazi soldiers. 

It had been hoped that perhaps 
the British Ministry of Information 
could supply some of this footage 
from actual camera work on the 
scene. Sidney L. Bernstein, of the 
MOI film division, who arrived in 
New York last week, said, however, 
that virtually no pictures of the 
Greek campaign were made. MOI 
has millions of feet, though, of other 
subjects and it is available to Holly- 
wood, Bernstein declared. This may 
solve some problems on future sto- 
Ties. 

Despite the difficulties, it is got 
thought impossible that Hollywood 
ingenuity will prevail and stories 
such as these might be made. With 
that hope, price of $25,000 has been 
set by agent Carl Brandt on ‘Gaunt 
Woman.” It ‘will be published by 
Scribners in book form after serial- 
ization. ‘Flight to the Sun’ will be 
published in August by Little, 
Brown under the title ‘Signed With 
Their Honor.’ 


Studios are doubly anxious to get 
yarns of this type because of the 
lack during the current season of 
story material usable for films in 
books, mags and legit. 








ic War Stories Now Stymied 


Military Equipment 


Don’t Distort U.S. 


Continued from page 1 


nationals abroad have been mildly 
squawking about it for years. But 
it has taken on new and overwhelm- 





Colbert Ailing, Pic Waits 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Start on ‘No Time for Love,’ origi- 
nally slated this week at Paramount, 
has been pushed back to June 1 by 
the fllness of Claudette Colbert, as- 
signed to the top femme role 

Actress has been laid up with 
pleurisy, with a nurse in constant 
attendance, since her return from the 
tour of the Victory Caravan. 


Stromberg Pays 
606 for ‘Guest; 
Other Story Buys 


Hunt Stromberg last week pur- 
chased screen rights to ‘Guest in the 
House,’ Broadway legiter, for a mini- 
mum price of $60,000. Deal calls for 
$25,000 down, plus 4% of Stromberg’s 
share of the film’s gross, with a 
minimum of $35,000 guaranteed as 
this percentage. 

‘Guest’ is the first story property 
acquired by Stromberg since he left 


Metro and joined United Artists a 
couple months ago. He has been 
negotiating for a number of plays 
and books without success. ‘Guest,’ 
which bears a resemblance to “The 
Children’s Hour’ in that a very mean 
yong lady is the protagonist, is cur- 
rently in its 13th week at the Ply- 
mouth, N. Y., and a mild hit. It was 
written by Hagar Wilde and Dale 
Eunson and is being presented by 
Paul and Stephen Ames. 

Interest developed by Stromberg 
in ‘Best Foot Forward’ has helped 
to kick over a deal which was vir- 
tually set for the George Abbott 
musical to go to Lester Cowan for 
Columbia release. It’s understood 
that an agreement had been virtually 
re:ghed for Cowan to get ‘Forward’ 
at $100,000 plus a percentage when 
Stromberg and Metro both indicated 
a desire to get it. Whole thing is 
now in process of negotiation again. 
‘Uncle Harry,’ melier by Thomas 
Job, which opened at the Broad- 
hurst last week, appears to be cer- 
tain to be bought for films with lit- 
tle, delay when it has played the 
three-week minimum period re- 
quired under the Dramatists Guild 
Basic Agreement. Play, with Joseph 
Schildkraut and Eva LeGallienne 
starred, has all film companies in- 
terested, although it is believed cer- 
tain changes will be made necessary 
under the Hays Office code. It con- 
cerns a perfect crime and, according 

















Army-Navy Relief 


Continued from page 2 








the effect that Army-Navy relief col- 
lections were falling behind the 
Dimes campaign in city theatres but 
were ahead in suburban and rural 
areas. At the same time the cam- 


paign, originally scheduled to end 


May 20 was set for four days more. 
In stating that the campaign will 


top Dimes, Brandt pointed out that 


3,000 more theatres participated in 


the Army-Navy drive, with returns 


therefore likely to be proportion- 
ately greater than in the former. 





$50,000 In D. C. 
Washington, May 25. 

The Army-Navy relief collections 
in this area will approach $50,000, 
with the four-day extension ordered 
by Nicholas Schenck and accepted 
by local theatre managers. This is 
approximately 33% more than real- 
ized in the last theatre collection 
here for March of Dimes. 

In the neighborhood’s, the count- 
up of the baskets generally reached 
15% of the theatre’s box office gross. 
The widespread appeal of the relief 
g0al was indicated by the accumu- 
lation of 40,000 pennies, indicating 
that Government workers in the 
lower brackets, wanted to give some- 
thing. Average contribution in 
downtown, first runs, was 15c, in the 
neighborhoods a dime. 

National theatre, only legitimate 
house in Washington, grossed $2,200 
in eight perfomances, of which 25% 


° 7, 


was in greenbacks. 


to the Haysites, there can no such 
things. Someone must be caught and 
punished. 


Producers Releasing Corp. has 
purchased an original by Jimmy 
Starr, Hollywood columnist. It’s 


labeled ‘A Beautiful Night for Love.’ 
Glenda Farrell will be starred, with 
production to start in early June. 
Lester Cutler is producer. 





Par’s Dr. Wassell Pic 
Hollywood, May 26. 
Paramount will film the story of 
Dr. Croydon Wassell, whose heroics 
in evacuating nine wounded soldiers 
from Java, were brought to focus 
in a recent radio talk by President 
Roosevelt. Y. Frank Freeman, studio 


head, has concluded arrangements 
with Navy Secretary Frank Knox 
whereby a percentage of the pic- 
tures’ gross goes to Navy relief. C. 
B. DeMille will produce. 

Metro and Columbia both had filed 
intention with the Producers Asso- 
ciation to make such a picture, but 
Paramount worked fast via long dis- 
tance phone to Washington and 
clinched an official okay. 

Paramount purchased ‘A Tank 
Called John,’ tale of the home de- 
fense corps, by Maurice Clark. 
Frank Gruber sold his pioneer 
yarn, ‘Peace Marshal,’ to Paramount. 
20th-Fox bought ‘Birthday,’ pre- 
war European play by L. Vus-Fekete. 

Louis Arthur Cunningham sold his 
novel, ‘The Princess of Gratzen,’ to 
20th-Fox. 

Columbia bought ‘Adventure 
Keeps Me Busy,’ story of a globe 

, by Lawrente Engels. 








ing importance at the moment so far 
as the two English-speaking nations 
are concerned because permanent 
world peace may hang in the bal- 
ance. 

Films, it is recognized, can play 

a tremendous role in creating 
greater understanding between peo- 
ples. And greater understanding 
between the U. S. and England is 
sought as the solid cornerstone on 
which a perfect alliance of the two 
nations can be built. In that post- 
war alliance—with Hitler, Hirohito 
and Mussolini defeated—will lie the 
balance of world power, a balance 
that, properly used, can insure 
peace for years to come. 
Thus it is, with the stakes so 
large, that subtle but tremendous 
pressure is to be brought on Holly- 
wood by the newer and liberal- 
minded officials of U. S. and Britain 
to play Mr. Average American 
straight. Steps will be taken in the 
next month to acquaint Hollywood 
with its role. Nature of these steps 
cannot be revealed as yet. 


Statement of the case is pretty 
well made in The Outpost, a London 
newsletter published by and for 
Americans in England. An unsigned 
article in a recent issue declared in 
Part: 

Biggest Partnership 
‘Great Britain and the United 
States have entered into a partner- 
ship which may develop into the 
biggest thing --e have seen for some 
time. Many believe that a coalition 
between the two countries would 
mean world peace and, with the 
dovetailing of our resources, insure 
prosperity; in fact, bring us near the 
world that men have dreamed of for 
centuries...With so much at stake, 
it is dangerous to leave our two 
countries in ignorance of each other, 
as they are. The United States not 
only does not seem to make herself 
known to the British people, but 
even seems to throw out a smoke 
screen. 
‘In contrast to the dearth of real 
information, there are the hundreds 
and hundreds of films released every 
year which penetrate into the most 
remote corners of the British Isles. 
For the few thousand British who 
know something about us, there are 
millions whose only experience of 
us would be the Marx brothers, the 
glamor girls or Donald Duck...We 
look on ourselves as hard-working 
people and homelovers; to British 
eyes we are a bizarre spectacle, on 
a huge scale, in glorious technicolor. 
Especially during these last two 
years against the background of 
darkened Europe. 
‘British views of us among the 
people who do not know us well, 
fall roughly into four groups. 


Four Groups 

‘Group I, the hopelessly vague; apt 
to ask you if you know an American 
girl they once met, from the South. 
On running through the states you 
finally trace the lady to Brazil, 

‘Group II, the intelligent but liter- 
al-minded movie-goers. These firmly 
believe that every city is alive with 
gangsters, that the citizens talk like 
Damon Runyon and chew gum. 
They judge our homelife by the 
Hardy family and the hectic 
romances of Myrna and William. My 
gardener remarked to me, with great 
tact, that he supposed Americans 
were like other people underneath 
and no doubt I had never seen any 
street fighting. This group is dying 
out, but harder to convince. 

Nylon and Lucite 

‘Group III, the young and san- 
guine, who see in America a Well- 
sian New World entirely constructed 
of nylon and lucite. They see the 
American housewife, in her air-con- 
ditioned apartment, 60 storiés above 
| the street. To the strains of a swing 
|band that pours into the kitchen 
from a super-radio, she pulls a knob 
here and there as her automatic 
streamlined washing machine 
washes, wrings and irons the clothes. 
Of course, the typical American 
family has at least one high-powered 
car, encrusted with chromium, that 
travels with the speed and smooth- 
ness of a rocket. Much more serious 
are the ideas of 


‘Group IV. These are older people 
usually, who have read a certain 
amount about us. Coming across 
names like Zechella and Moshofsky, 
they wonder why we do not have 
trouble with the ‘foreign element.’ 
How can one explain that people 
with foreign sounding names may be 
some of our staunchest Americans. 

‘These are some of the impressions 
of us I have collected. The British 
have been uhfailingly tolerant even 
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TATSE Exec Forces Already In 
Columbus to Support 


Prexy Walsh 





Now, That’s Like a Pal 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Screen Cartoonists Guild signed a 
new agreement with George Pal Pro- 
ductions calling for improved work- 
ing conditions and a 25% lift in 
minimum wages. 

Similar agreements under nego- 
tiation with Leon Schlesimger, 
Walter Lantz and Screen Gems, Inc., 
are being held up pending the re- 
turn of Pat Casey and William Hop- 
kins from Washington. 


RKO’s 194! Net 
Reaches $538,692; 
42 Quarter, 4396 


Annual report of Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum and subsids shows an im- 
provement of $1,526,883 in earnings 
over 1940. Net profits for 1941 to- 
taled $538,692, as compared with a 
net loss (on consolidated basis) of 
$988,191 for 1940. RKO theatre busi- 


ness showed a net profit of $1,148,205, 
as against $803,953 profit for 1940. 
Report showed, however, that oper- 
ations of RKO-Radio Pictures (the 
picture ‘company and its Canadian 
subsidiary) resulted in a net loss of 
$594,271 for year. 


Company yesterday (Tuesday) re- 
ported $439,268 net profit for the 
first 18 weeks ended April 4 this year 
as against $643,926 in comparable 
1941 quarter. Gross revenue was 
$1,174,931 as compared with $1,265,- 
933 in the first 13 weeks of 1941. 
Corporation’s provision for Federal 
income taxes rose nearly $200,000 to 
$401,785. RKO declared only $13,114 
in dividends on the preferred of a 
subsid during the first 1942 quarter 
which was $60,000 less than in 1941. 
Portion of the 1941 loss shown by 
picture company is attributed to a 
further increase of $530,000 during 
the past year because principally of 
restrictions upon the withdrawal of 
cash from foreign territories. Com- 
pany reserved $1,000,000 for such 
contingencies in 1940, 

While 1941 report shows net loss 
of $106,082 in the final quarter of 
1941, this represents an improvement 
of around $1,400,000 over the last 
1940 quarter when the company’s 
net loss was $1,526,883. 

RKO gross in 1941 from all sources 
was $53,250,725, or nearly $1,000,000 
less than in 1940, when $54,211,909 
was reported. Corporation reported 
amortization of film costs and ex- 
penses as $12,414,757, which was bet- 
ter than the $17,496,563 for the same 
items in 1940. Royalties and par- 
ticipations rose nearly $3,000,000 to 
$10,381,705 in 1941, while other oper- 
ating and general expenses increased 
nearly $1,000,000 to $27,128,544. Pro- 
vision for income taxes increased 
around $174,000 to $455,602. 


RKO ANNUAL EARNINGS 1940-41 


Net profit, except as noted. 
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$643,926 +$158,321 


Quarter Quarter 
$159,169 +$106,082 





+ Deficit. 
+t Before provision for subsidiary 
corporation preferred dividend. 





when they have not understood our 
viewpoints. But now, when there is 
so much good will on both sides, is 
the time to lay a sounder foundation 
for collaboration in the difficult 
problems that will face us in the 
future.’ : 








Executive forces of the Interna- 
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage 
Employees are already in Columbus 
laying the groundwork for a strong 
defense front against elements in the 
IA seeking to supplant not only 
Richard F. Walsh, president, but 
others on the exec board through a 
forced election. 

Among those now in Columbus at- 
tending pre-convention sessions is 
Louis Krouse, secretary-treasurer, 
who is said to have quietly made an 
extensive tour of locals with a view 
to lining up opposition against an 
election. He is not known to have 
gone as far as the Coast, but re- 
ported that among the studio locals 
there exists a very strong deter- 
mination to vote in a new regime in 
the IA, if at all possible. 

Vincent Jacobi, first to come out 
officially as a candidate for the 
presidency on an election at the con- 
vention starting Monday (1), has 
been followed by the announced can- 
didacy of William Bennett, business 
representative of Local 22, Washing- 
ton stagehands. Jacobi holds the 
Same post with No. 1, N.Y. stage- 
hands. 

In a letter he sent out, Bennett 
says the following, in part: 

‘It seems to be the consensus of 
opinion of members of the Alliance 
that I have come in contact with and 
those that have written me that 
there should be an election of of- 
ficers in Columbus.’ 

Bennett is said to have had much 
favorable response to his candidacy 
from IA locals, while understood 
also that Coast studio unions have 
been writing him urging an election. 

Reported Bennett is not interested 
only in voting in a new IA presi- 
dent, but also in providing an entire 
new executive board or at least sup- 
planting those on the board who 
formerly supported George  E. 
Browne or his policies. While Ben- 
nett is running for the presidency, 
it may be that he would wind up in 
one of the other executive IA posts 
on any election going down the line. 
Jacobi is believed to have a stronger 
chance of getting the top spot if 
Walsh does not succeed in averting 
an election. 

Pointed out, however, that there 
is nothing to stop Walsh from run- 
ning for the presidency himself. He 
is entitled to that, if he chooses, as 
are the vice-presidents and other of- 
ficers of the IA, the local campaign- 
ing being for a demand simply that 
an election be held this year rather 
than in June, 1944. 

Jacobi leaves for Columbus to- 
morrow (Thurs.), as does the dele- 
gation of Local 306, Moving Pic- 
ture Machine Operators of N.Y., a 
very powerful unit in the IA. It is 
regarded as virtually certain that the 
306 delegation will support Jacobi. 
Latter has added power through be- 
ing president of the Combined 
Theatrical Amusement Crafts, repre- 
senting 31 New York locals. All are 
not affiliated with the IA, however. 





Coast for Walsh 
Hollywood, May 26. 

Majority of 40 delegates from here 
to the IATSE convention in Colum- 
bus June 1 are on record as opposing 
any move to oust Richard Walsh as 
prexy. Latter is serving out the un- 
expired term of George E. Browne. 
Eastern groups are said to have 
the support of Chicago leaders in a 

campaign to unseat Walsh. 


SOPEG Acts for RKO, Too 


RKO homeoffice employees desig- 

nated the Screen Office & Profes- 
sional Employees Guild, CIO, as 
their collective bargaining agent in 
a National Labor Relations Board 
election Friday (22). Vote was 194 
to 46. 
SOPEG, first CIO affiliate to win 
a foothold in the motion picture in- 
dustry, now officially represents 
about 1,500 white collar workers 1n 
homeoffices, having previously won 
elections at Loew’s-Metro, C# lumbia, 
20th-Fox and Fox Movietonews. 

Election at National Screen Serv- 
ice, involving 250 employees, 1S 
pending. Contract negotiations are 
now going.on at Loew’s, Col and 
20th. > 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, May 26. 
‘Sabotage Squad’ is release title on 
‘Fingers’ at Columbia. 
‘Say It With Music’ is new tag on 
‘Broadway Goes to College’ at Re- 
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These lovable love-birds 
can't live on a budget... 
but they'll balance yours 
..-with 4,000,000 Journal 
readers spreading the 
glad tidings of this newest 
romantic comedy delight! 
































GRANT MITCHELL 
ANN GILLIS 
ROGER CLARK 
MARJORIE GATESON 
ANNE REVERE 
DANNY MUMMERT 


Screen play by Karen DeWolf 
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Based upon Elizabeth Dunn's 
famous’ Candy’ stories in the 
Ladies’ Home Journal 
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Sell U.S. War Savings 
Bonds and Stamps! 
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aiming for Chief Specialist post in 
Entertainment, because of his show 
biz background. 

John Healy, for many years exec- 
utive secretary to Spyros Skouras at 
National Theatres, has joined the 
Army. He's at Fort Dix. 

Sol Levy, of Mort Blumenstock’s 
eastern ad-publicity staff at the War- 
ner homeoffice, scheduled for induc- 
tion into U. S. Army. 











Rod McCulloch Joins Up 
Des Moines, May 26. 
Rod McCulloch, assistant manager 
at the Des Moines, enlisting. Em- 
mett Lockard succeeds him. 





Joe Goetz’s Air Training 
Cincinnati, May 26. 

Joe Goetz, 34, assistant manager of 
RKO Theatres in the City and Day- 
ton (O.) division, reports June 8 at 
Miami Beach for special training in 
the Air Force School. His enlist- 
ment with the Air Service Command 
calls for a commission as a second 
lieutenant. 

Goetz is president of the Cincin- 
nati Bookers Club and a director of 
Variety Club, Tent 3. He has a wife 
and a 10-vear-old daughter, 

Norman Sproul, district advertis- 
ing representative for Paramount in 
the Cincinnati territory, U. S. Army 
at Ft. Knox, Ky. 





Capt. Cullen Landis 
Detroit, May 26. 

Cullen Landis, former star of the 
silent screen and now a director for 
commercial film studios here, has 
joined the Army Signal Corp with 
the rank of Captain. 

George Delinger, manager of the 
Grand, Grand Haven, Mich., enlisted 
in Army. Rated 3-A, he joined the 
service and has been assigned to 
Officers’ Training School. 





He’s Now a2 Real Sailor, Beware 
Memphis, May 26. 

Eddie Craven, Memphis actor, who 
played one of the three leads on 
Broadway in the original company 
of ‘Sailor, Beware,’ has joined the 
Navy. He’s a yeoman, third class. 

Jack Dailey, Paramount publicist 
at home and abroad since 1926, re- 
ports for duty as a first lieutenant in 
the Air Corps public relations di- 
vision at Randolph Field, Texas, to- 
day (Tuesday). 

Malco is losing two of its aces to 
the colors. 

Clyde Smith, general manager of 
Malco circuit’s three houses in Hot 
Springs, Ark., volunteered for active 





Sam’s Roll Call 


Continued from page 4 


he will become part of Air Corps. 
Nate Bigelson, manager of Union, 
nabe, stepped into his exchange job. 

Seth Carey, trombonist in Stubby 
Gordon’s WTAM staff oand, is being 
measured for a khaki uniform May 
20. Dick Reed, who directed orches- 
tra on Steamer Goodtime for seven 
years, came back from Coast to go 
into. the Army. David Bachner, 
former p.a. for Warners, now sta- 
tioned at Jefferson Barracks, Mo., 
and studying for radio flying berth. 
Elmer Zelman of Gene Erwin’s band, 
Charles Cantor of WHK’s music staff 
and Mickey Aaronson, whe was with 
Ted Lewis, are all bound for Army 
camps. 

George Tarassoff, Metro booker, 
inducted last week, being replaced 
by Aimee Lewis, former assistant. 
Emerson Gill, has given up music 
business, capitalizing his engineering 
college degree by joining the aero- 
nautical division of Navy. 





Hollywood’s Quota 
Hollywood, May 26. 
Gilbert Roland, film actor, and 
Joseph Lewis, Universal director, 
into the Army. 

Robert Sterling, film actor, U. S. 
Army Air Corps. 

Jack Dailey, Paramount exploiter, 
Army Air Corps. ; 

Guy Newhard, former RKO proc- 
ess cameraman, upped from captain 
to major, Photographic Division, 
Army Air Corps. 

Gerrit E. Roelof, Walt Disney pub- 
licity, Army Air Corps. 

Julian Zimmett, Republic produc- 
tion assistant, Army. 

Dwight V. Stark, Metro cartoon 
artist, Army. 

Orrin Tucker, orchestra leader, 
into Navy’s music and entertainment 
division July 15. 

Billy Gray, nitery emcee, Army. 

Richard Bare, Warners scripter, 
Signal Corps. 

George Bannan, 20th-Fox exploi- 
tation, Marines, 


Lou Amster, Universal screen 
writer, Navy. 

Jimmy Henaghan, Hollywood p.a., 
Army. 


Max Bercutt, member of Holly- 
wood Victory Committee, Navy. 

Lee Frederick, RKO actor, Navy. 

Joe Rivkin,’ Hollywood agent, 
upped to captaincy at Camp Crowd- 
er, Mo. 

Eddie Larkin, assistant dance di- 
rector at Metro, Army. 

Jules Levine, Warners publicity 
staff, Army. 

Harold Mann, agent, Army. 





Army duty. 

Jack Tunstill, assistant to M. A. | 
Lightman, Jr., as manager of the | 
first-run Malco here on Main Street, | 
has been notified to stand by for im- | 
mediate induction. 





Shakespeare to Uncle Sam 
Great Lakes, Ill, May 26. 

William A. Nichols and Walter 
Williams, members of Maurice Evans’ 
‘Macbeth,’ which closed over the 
weekend in Chicago, have enlisted 
in the U. S. Naval Reserve. Nichols, 
a storekeeper, third class, and Wil- 
liams, apprentice seaman, are now 
undergoing training here. 

Donald E. Glenn, with the Theatre 
Guild, Inc., as stage manager, actor 
and casting assistant, is also in train- 
ing here. 





Det. Announcer Gets Commission 
Detroit, May 26. 

Ron Gamble, former announcer of 
the Ford Sunday Hour and for six 
years on the staff of WJR here, has 
been accepted <or the officers train- 
ing school, 

The same station also has another 











B’way Dimout 
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horizon, and the dime-a-dance joints 
are caught with their trance down. 
Neon doesn’t live there any more. 
Coming onto Broadway, from a 
side street after the. theatre has been 
a ritual with us, as to thousands of 
other hinterlanders for years. We 
dodge the tinseled thoroughfare all 
day and throughout the early eve- 
ning. We'll sneak blocks north or 
south to keep from crossing the 
Square before the final curtain. 
Then, with a couple of nips under 
the belt and the taste of that last- 
act punchline in our mental mouth, 
we streak at near-midnight for the 
big moment, that sudden bursting 
upon the theatre world’s Main 
street simultaneously with the rest 
of the crowd. It used to be fun. 
We tried it the other night. 
Thoughtlessly we elbowed along 
45th from the Morosco, still chuck- 





commissioned man. Colin MacLellan, 
assistant chief engineer at WJR, has 
gone into service as a Ist Lieutenant 
in the signal corps. 

Rednick Hamer, manager of Tren- 
ton, at Trenton, Mich., joining Army. 

Chester Obrenski, former manager 
of the President (Brooks Circuit), in 
radio section of field artillery. Rob- 
ert Siana, of the Central Shipping 
Bureau, assigned to Army Medical 
Corps. 

Two managers of Chargot Circuit 
into service. Harold Chargot, son 
of Michael J. Chargot, and manager 
of his father’s Esquire, in Grosse 
Pointe, Army. His successor is Art 
Black. 

James Miller, manager of the 
chains’ Riviera, Port Huron, Navy. 
His assistant, Jay Brooks, replaced 
him. 





Cleve. Recruits 
' Cleveland, May 26. 
Don Marcus, booker and publicity | 
rep for Monogram, is booking pas- | 
sage for Patterson Field, O., where | 





ling absent-mindedly over Noel 
Coward’s current steal from Thorne 
Smith. In a moment, we thought, 
we'll be looking smack into the eyes 
of New York at night. 
it came. 

Times Square was still there. The 
people still hurried along, jostling 
each other in good-natured push. 
No blitz had blasted any landmarks 
from existence. But it wasn’t the 
same. It wasn’t even remotel: the 
same, 

Tense Abstraction 

The people even had a different 
air. They carried a set, tense, deter- 
mined look. There was less friendly 
to be going somewhere, but defi- 
nitely, and well aware of how and 
why. Oh, ever so often, a lad in 
uniform with his girl came along, 
laughing gaily, though the percent- 
age of tear-reddened eyes was pret- 
ty high among the obvious on- 
leaves and their dates. But, on the 
whole, Broadway’s melody of peace 
has ended and not much of the song 
lingers on. 

The night spots and the theatres 





And then ’ 


also seemed to us visibly effected. 
Business in the niteries was not too 
good, for a weekend—not at any of 
them. We made the rounds. The 
choice places were playing to a nice 
trade, but nothing big. The balance 
were defiantly ho-hum,:and only a 
few of the shows seemed to be en- 
joying capacity cramps. 

At some time or other, during the 
winter and spring in a series of 
weekend quickies, we've managed 
to see most of the shows. In due 
course, we have reported to our 
learned reading public here in Mem- 
phis that the proportion of items 
which they can take with relish is 
comparatively small. The visitor 
will go for ‘Blithe Spirit’, ‘Let's 
Face It,’ ‘Best Foot Forward’ and 
‘Sons O’ Fun’ witl: a vengeance. They 
are all good for the tourist trade, 
if there is any this summer. But 
four shows don’t make a trip for 
the average out-of-towner. And for 
the rest of his time, he'll have to 
fall back on ‘Junior Miss,’ which he 
may or may not like, depending on 
his provincial attitude toward chil- 
dren; ‘Porgy and Bess,’ which many 
a visiting fireman won't be able to 
take at all; a toss-up choice tetween 
‘Cafe Crown,’ ‘Guest in the House’ 
and ‘Angel Street,’ none of which he 
ever heard of; and the survivors 
from last year he may have missed 
both there and on the road. That’s 
a mighty iow batting average for 
Broadway in the tourist league; usu- 
ally there are a dozen shows Joe 
Blow from Kokomo is itching to see. 
Niteries are another matter. The 
traveler can find pretty much what 
he wants, in season and out. This 
year is no exception. The women 
will go for the Rainbow Room, that 
Copacabana floor show, and such. 
The men are more likely to prefer 
the Diamond Horseshoe, Leon & 
Eddie’s, the Latin Quarter. The kids 
will follow their favorite bands, the 
Dorseys, Vaughn Monroe and the 
rest, wherever they are at a given 
time. And a cross-section of the lot 
will probably wind up the night at 
one Cafe Society or the other. 

And there are bound to be some 
of us traveling east, war conditions 
or no. Business dictates it, in some 
instances, and ways will be found. 
En masse, of course, we shall have 
to stick at home this summer. If 
Times Square is going to stay in 
mourning, some of us think it just 
as well that we do exactly that. 


eens a 
Monmouth Show | 
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marvels delivering the usual series 
of lifts, but with many new tricks. 
Work with ease and effortless skill. 
Great applause act. They were fol- 
lowed by Signal Corps Brigadiers, 
led by Dick Lewine and featuring 
Henry Levine, formerly star trump- 
eter with the Basin Street program 
on NBC. Because of jive content 
throughout, this was a great hit with 
the boys, especially when playing 
‘Alexander’s Ragtime Band.’ 

Dan Mahoney, ex-vaude unicyclist, 
also scored. Danny Webb followed 
with monolog and_ impressions. 
Mitchell Hodges, ex-writer for Shu- 
bert, participated with Webb in 
most of the sketches, plus clicking on 
his own. 


An outstanding bit of foolery was 
contributed by three soldiers, who 
did a takeoff on the Andrews Sisters 
Singing ‘The Three Little Sisters.’ 
The names of the soldiers are Olit- 
sky, Quillen and Wallace. 


Single magic act was Saracino, 
pro magico with the usual stunts. 
Concluding turn was Johnny Laehr- 
feld, harmonicist and formerly leader 
of Cappa Barra vaudeville unit. 


Lieut. Uhley E. Bray, Post Special 
Service Officer, introduced Staff Sgt. 
Ezra Stone, and then Irving Berlin 
to a tremendous ovation. Berlin 
stepped on to the stage and took 
over. After commenting to the 
effect that in his 25 years in associa- 
tion with the theatre he has never 
seen so much fine talent and mu- 
sicianship as displayed both at Fort 
Monmouth and other camps through- 
out the country, he then modestly 
asked if the audience would mind 
his singing ‘God Bless America.’ 
The 1,200 soldiers in attendance 
joined in singing the second chorus 
with him. It was, of course, the 
highlight of the evening. After the 
show Berlin gathered a number of 
boys around the piano and sang sev- 
eral of his wartime songs. 

Sgt. Jack Girard conducted the 
orchestra for the show; Sgt. William 
G. MacKoy, in charge of property 
and backstage; Corp. Jerry Biegel- 
man, lights and cffects; Sgt. Danny 
Webb, Sgt. Jess Ables, Pvt. Richard 
Lewine and Pvt. Irving Lazaar, of 














Post Special Service Office, in 
charge of production. 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Next important Hollywood assignment in connection with the war ef. 
fort will likely be to produce pictures showing how the Paul V. McNutt 
organization plans to conserve and channelize the nation’s manpower, 
Request for film industry cooperation came from W. A. Irwin, of U, Ss. 
Steel Corp. last week. 

Pictures will deal with necessity and advantages of using U. S. reser. 
voir of manpower in vitally needed defense projects. These films would, 
of course, have to be approved by the Theatre Program Division of the 
War Activities Committee before going into release. 

Cooperation of the film industry’s WAC was pledged last week by George 
J. Schaefer, chairman, who, at the same time, became a member of the 
Publicity Co-operation Committee of the U. S. War Production Fund to 
Conserve Manpower. Others on this publicity committee include Arthur 
Hays Sulzberger, publisher of the N. Y. Times; Ben Hibbs, editor of Sat- 
urday Evening Post; Niles Trammel, president of National Broadcasting 
Company; William S. Paley, president of the Columbia Broadcasting Sys. 
tem, and George H. McGraw, publisher, McGraw-Hill Publications. 








Poor b.o. registered by the John Steinbeck legiter, “The Moon Is Down,’ 
has been a sore disappointment to 20th-Fox, which recently paid $300,000 
—a modern-day record price—for screen rights. Show was slated to 
close its run at the Martin Beck, N. Y., Saturday (23) after only 55 per- 
formances, but has been given a short reprieve. 

Consensus in story circles is that 20th, which simultaneously acquired 
rights to the best-selling book from which the play was dramatized, has 
the makings of a fine picture. There’s dubiousness, however, about the 
tremendous price paid in light of the marquee value lost by the show’s 
imminent departure from Broadway. 

Play has been a topic of dispute since it opened, some critics claim- 
ing it good propaganda, but most feeling it bad because it. pictures the 
Nazis as too easy a foe. Poor showing at the boxoffice has been gen- 
erally blamed, too, on errors in choice of cast and director. 





An unofficial squawk has been registered by Washington about the use 
of a newsreel truck in sabotage plans as pictured in ‘Saboteur.’ Speaking 
of the picture’s opening as a howling success, the squawk unofficially 
registered, as related to ‘Variety’ by the recipient who shall remain 
nameless, reads as follows: 

‘The howling is coming principally from the newsreel boys down here 
(Washington), who think you and your cohorts should be hung from a 
yardarm. How in the aitch could Universal (distributor of ‘Saboteur’), pro- 
ducing their own newsreel, think of such a clever thing as blowing up a 


q Ship through the medium of a newsreel truck? Already the newsreels are 


starting to feel the repercussions.’ 

In the ‘Saboteur’ picture a sound truck labeled American Newsreel is 
used as part of a plot to destroy a ship that is being launched at the 
Brooklyn Navy Yard. 

The town of Millbrook (Dutchess County), N. Y., which, under the by- 
laws of Paramount Pictures, Inc., is its principal office but under a pro- 
posed amendment is to be changed is the little community where J. H. 
Cooper, a Paramount theatre partner, maintains a large estate. In the 
notice to stockholders for action at the annual meeting June 16, Par asks 
that the principal office of the company be made New York City. 

Cooper, who for some years has engaged in various charities, including 
the organization of a boy’s foundation, is said to have assumed any num- 
ber of mortgages of farmers and businessmen in the section who were 
being pressed to the wall. Cooper has theatres in partnership with Par 
in Nebraska, Oklahoma and Colorado. 





Norfolk and Richmond are two spots which did not collect in the 
theatre last week for Army-Navy Relief. Local officials frowned on the 
theatre appeal upon the grounds that amusement patrons would think 
they had discharged obligations to the service by contributing a dime 
or a quarter. Both cities conduct War Fund drives in the fall and sug- 
gested that they would prefer the larger contributions in this city-wide 
appeal. Army and Navy officials and theatre managers argued that the 
small theatre donation would not affect the later funds drive. Officials 
refused to yield and rather than run without this important community 
support theatres gave in. 





Universal’s earnings report for the secona quarter of the company’s 
fiscal year is expected to be delayed longer than usual because of time 
needed to get in statements from foreign territories under war conditions. 
While this quarter ended last month, some of March earnings figures are 
just coming in. 

Despite heavy tax bill, Universal earnings in the second quarter are 
understood running at a better pace than in the first quarter ended last 
Jan. 31 when the corporation showed $1,518,315 net before Federal taxes 
and special reserve. 





Indie producers are finding it tough to rent big sets in major studios 
even when they are prepared to lay the coin on the line. Owing to 
priorities on materials, even the big companies will have to use their 
costly sets over and over. Idea is that the backgrounds will become too 
familiar to the public if they are used too often in independent productions. 








_ agers concede the problem of what 
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Readjustments one to alg 


none too promising. 
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Ceiling on Percentage 
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posedly essential wartime industry, 
has also been bad for theatres ac- 
cording to circuit exec reports, 





Weekends Only? 
Minneapolis, May 26. 

Northwest Allied reports that a 
number of smaller town theatres -l- 
ready have started to meet the prob- 
lem of diminishing returns, caused 
by loss of population to the U. S. 
armed forces and to defense indus- 
tries elsewhere, by going to one 
change a week, usually from Friday 
to Sunday, and remaining closed 
anywhere from four to five days a 
week, 

Organization leaders have been 
predicting a wholesale complete 
shuttering of these houses unless the 
present downward trend is checked. 
Exhibitors in the spots claim that 
the young men taken away have 
been among their best patrons and 
the bulwark of their business. They 
assert that trade now is ‘brutal,’ the 
decline in patronage being much 
greater than seasonal, 

Local film exchanges already are 
getting plenty of the anvil chorus 
Demands for contract readjustments 
have been pouring in during recent 
weeks and some of the branch man- 





In this strongly anti-percentage 
territory, many leading independents 
here now say they’d be resigned to 
percentage if the companies will re- 
lease their entire products, all down 
the line, on such a basis, providing, 
of course, that the percentage split is 
fixed at what they consider a ‘fair’ 
amount, under no circumstances in 
excess of 25%. This, it’s pointed out, 
would put the film houses on the 
same basis as legit roadshow thea- 
tres as far as cost of shows is con- 
cerned, 

With much agitation currently for 
reduced rentals and contract read- 
justments, inspired mainly because 
of war-time population maladjust- 
ments, local branches are following 
the policy of considering each case 
individually on its merits. 

Independents have been served 
notice that there’ll be no general or 
wholesale readjustments or rental 
slashes. It’s generally agreed if 
trade circles that the smaller-town 
situations now are suffering con- 
siderable boxoffice hardship in con- 
sequence of loss of population to the 
armed forces and to larger industrial 
centers, In this entire territory, for 
example, the only spots having war 
industries are Minneapolis, St. Paul 
and Duluth. 
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K. C INDIES DISBAND: 
JOIN KANSAS-MO. TOA 


Kansas City, May 26. 

Kansas City Independent Theatre 
Owners has decided to cease 
functioning as a separate group and 
affiliate with the larger Kansas- 
Missouri Theatre Owners’ Associa- 
tion. KCITO members met with 
R. R. Biechele, president of the 
KMTO body, and agreed to join the 
larger body as individuals and later 
set up a group within a group to 
handle special problems faced by 
the metropolitan exhibs. 

Action by the city independents 
follows closely a similar action taken 
last month by independent theatre 
owners of Western Kansas when 
they disbanded their district group 
and rejoined the larger body at the 
annual convention held here at the 
Hotel Philiips. 


Eddie Sobel Expounds 
On Canteen’s ‘Service’ 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 

If the writer of the letter you 
captioned ‘Radiospieler Thinks Al- 
fred Lunt Wastes His Talent in the 
Kitchen’ had waited another week 
before taking his pen in hand, he 
might have saved himself time and 
effort and postage. He is such an 
efficient mind, 1 am certain he is 
chagrined by the waste. 

The same issue which carried the 
above mentioned letter carried a re- 
port from your Milwaukee reporter 
(page 4) in which he stated ‘the 
various drives for war chest funds 
are being crowded so close together 
that they are apt to defeat their own 
ends.” And yet the little man from 
WHN would add, not just one 
other benefit, but a weekly benefit 
for the canteen. 

We of the executive committee 
welcome any and all suggestions for 
the betterment of the canteen, par- 
ticularly suggestions on _ raising 
funds, and if spieler Dick Gilbert 
thinks he can manage a weekly 
benefit and guarantee results, I am 
sure the committee will never stand 
in his way. 

It is suggested that Mr Lunt and 
others now working in the canteen, 
‘by his acting could earn many times 
$5 a night, the top cost of a dish- 
washing or a garbage-emptying sub- 
stitute.’ Most certainly he could and 
most certainly he does. Or haven't 
you heard, Mr. Gilbert? By the same 
token the women who drive cars for 
the A.W.V.S. could easily hire 
chauffeurs for five bucks a day, the 
Red Cross nurses could hire trained 
nurses for eight bucks a day and the 
thousands of anonymous biood 
donors could hire duly listed blood 
donors for 20 bucks a day. And wait 
a minute, maybe the draftees could 
buy substitutes for themselvés. They 
did in the Civil War. 

Those are fine words, but as I re- 
read his letter I miss one word. No- 
where is it mentioned. That word is 
service. Service means giving of 
yourself. That is what the workers 
in the Canteen are doing. 

What makes the man from WHN 
think that the Canteen workers are 
not doing benefits? What is that re- 
vival now playing at the Shubert 
theatre to capacity business and fea- 
turing one of our counter workers, 
Katharine Cornell? Read the cast 
of characters of our many benefit 
shows and see how many of our 
canteen workers, bus boys, hostesses, 
hosts, treasurers, managers, press 
agents, coatroom boys, counter and 
kitchen workers, and entertainers, 
are listed as participants. 

You see, they do benefits and still 
work in the canteen. In other words, 
they are not satisfied in giving what 
is so easy for them to give, their 
talents; they insist upon doing more. 
There is a refreshing something that 
one gets in giving of one’s self. 

Eddie Sobel. 
(Co-Chairman, Managers Committee 
Stage Door Canteen) 


D.C. Still Mulls Canteen 


Washington, May 26. 
Variety Club has referred the es- 
tablishment of a Stage Door canteen 
to a committee which will canvass 
the city for a suitable site. Sam 
Wheeler, of 20th Century-Fox, heads 
the group which will do choosing. 


RKO-Keith’s turned down the plan 
to have the service men’s quarters 
located in the downstairs theatre 
lounge. Involved too much remod- 
eling. 




















Canteen Capers 
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fectionately. Miss Bourke, greatly 
touched by this reunion, moved on to 
another table, where she approached 
a sailor also sitting alone, 


Again she repeated her invitation, 
‘Can't I bring you a Junior Hostess 
to keep you company?’ 

‘No,’ was his polite reply. 
waiting for my son.’ 

The next stop that Miss Bourke 
made was at the water cooler to re- 
vive herself. 


‘I am 





Killer Joe Piero, of the Coast 
Guard, tagged with this monicker 
because he is such a ‘killer’ on the 
dance floor, has now attained added 
fame. He has had a series of action 
pictures taken with his favorite jit- 
terbug, Shirley Booth, by no less a 
photographer than Cal Van Vechten, 
who, in Canteen life, is one of the 
most indefatigable busboys. 





No one is ever lost at the Stage 
Door Canteen, but plenty of people 
are found there. The other evening 
Horace Braham, in his capacity as 
m.c., was asked to please page Pri- 
vate Jeffery Lynn. Hollywood was 
calling! 





Credit David Sarnoff for his con- 
tribution of 360 chairs for the Barter 
Theatre Picnic Luncheon. 





The American Theatre Wing Stage 
Door Canteen, which the boys “are 
now calling “The Serviceman’s Shan- 
gri-La,’ has become a proving ground 
for real friendships. 


For example, the night that the 
Eva Jessye Choir, from ‘Porgy and 
Bess,’ entertained the boys, the per- 
formers lined up and announced 
their names and home towns to the 
throng. One dusky gentleman, who 
casually remarked that he was from 
Louise, Miss., was wildly greeted by 
two soldier-applauders in the audi- 
ence. The servicemen crossed the 
room to meet one another, and, after 
a brief introduction, discovered that 
they had lived a mere 57 miles apart. 


They spent the remainder of the 
evening off at a corner table discuss- 
ing the superiority of Mississippi 
belles, local topography, Southern 
draft boards, and sundry other re- 
gional phenomena. And now, al- 
though the boys are stationed at dif- 
ferent posts, they intend to travel 
home together—come furlough time. 





Theatre’s Free Coffee, 
Cigs During Blackout 


Oakland, Cal., May 26. 
Walter Kofeldt, manager of the 
| Piedmont, who established the first 
blackout boxoffice in the west, has 





added two new wrinkles to his 
operation. In a recent blackout he 
found his customers a little un- 


nerved, so he has set- up a coffee 
and cigaret bar in the lobby. Dur- 
ing a raid alarm, everything is on 
the house. 

Kofeldt is also stressing his place 
as a theatre strictly speaking and 
is advertising that customers will 
have: No dishes, cosmetics, grocer- 
ies, books, advertisements, cash 
nights, screeno, bank nights, keeno, 
chain operating or bingo. 

In regard to advertisements, Ko- 
feldt observed: ‘This is a theatre, 
not a newspaper or periodical.’ 


Disney’s Latin Cartoons 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Walt Disney left for Washington 
carrying sketches of 12 new shorts 
for approval by the War Department 
and the Office of the Coordinator for 
Inter-American Affairs. Stories, to 
be filmed in cartoon form, deal with 
Army training and Latin American 
relations. 

Accompanying Disney was David 
Hopkins, of the Motion Picture Divi- 
sion of the Coordinator’s Office, with 
a report on the progress made by 
that organization in Hollywood since 
Jan. 1. 











WB’S ‘A SHIP IS BORN’ 
Hollywood, May 26. 

America’s unprecedented _ ship- 
building campaign is the basis of a 
patriotic short now in preparation 
by Gordon Hollingshead at Warners, 
titled ‘A Ship Is Born.’ 

Camera crews are covering the 
Atlantic and Pacific coasts to film 
launchings, by permission of the 





is directing the shooting in the west, 
jand Jean Negulesco in the east. 


Maritime Commission. Owen Crump | 


GM’s Morale-Building 
Industrial Pictures 
Giant program of morale-building 
motion pictures, calculated to in- 


spire workers on the importance of 


their work on the home front, is be- 
ing launched shortly by General Mo- 
tors. Larry Cochrane will head the 
General Motors film program, with 
Merle Johnson, for years city edi- 
tor of Paramount newsreel, already 
enlisted to handle much of the edit- 
ing and production supervision. 
Johnson has resigned from Par to 
take the new assignment. 

General Motors film program is 
rated the most comprehensive ever 
attempted by an industrial corpora- 
tion. With the company actively 
engaged in the manufacture of tanks, 
trucks and other material of national 
war effort, idea back of the picture 
lineup is to inspire workmen io stay 
on the job and push their armament 
work. 

Understood that G-M plans show- 
ing the pictures strictly to its thou- 
sands of employees. It would hire 
halls or shuttered theatres for the 
projection of the morale films. Said 
that the keynote of most screen sub- 
jects to be produced will be that the 
bolt in a tank is as vital as any 
other "phase of the U. S. war pro- 
gram. 


93 WBites Donate Blood 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Warners employees, ranging from 
stars to office boys, lined up to make 
93 donations to the Red Cross Blood 
Bank. 


Contributions were made at the 
rate of 30 per hour at a mobile mo- 
tor unit, with a doctor, two internes 
and four nurses working under the 
direction of ‘Carlton Alsop. 


RKO Showdown 
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enough on picture business to go all 
the way. 

Possibility exists, also, that some 
of the warring factions may get to- 
gether. 


Pending the final outcome, opera- 
tions at the RKO studios are virtu- 
ally at a standstill. Charles W. Koer- 
ner has, however, lined up the nu- 
cleus of an impressive 1942-43 film 
production schedule at the studios in 
the meantime. Feeling within RKO 
circles is that, given a chance, 
Koerner can pull the studio through. 


More Compact Board 


Notice of ,Radio-Keith-Orpheum 
| annual meeting to be held June 3 
was mailed stockholders last week, 
with shareholders asked if they want 
to change the number of directors 
from 13, as present, to a more com- 
pact board. Notice did not solicit 
proxies, and set May 23 as the record 
date for determination of stockhold- 
ers eligible to vote at the meeting. 


Besides the proposal to amend the 
by-laws so that the number of di- 
rectors can be changed, the notice 
also listed a plan to name auditors to 
examine and report accounts for 
1942 and to elect directors for the 
coming year on the agenda. This also 
noted that preferred stockholders 
will be qualified to name a third of 








Crosby, Senator, Lieutenant-Governor 


Put on Wow Ad Lib Show at Fort 
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1-Man Camp Show 


Hollywood, May 26. 

Red Skelton, patriotic lone 
ranger who roams the California 
hills to entertain soldiers in iso- 
lated camps, registered his 166th 
appearance before a detachment 
of 40 artillerymen somewhere 
near Los Angeles. 

Whether the soldiers number a 
dozen or a hundred, Skelton is 
on the job whenever the Holly- 
wood Victory Committee calls. 

















Victory Caravaners’ 
Payoff in Press Kudos 


Detroit, May 26. 





Feeling that the stars and others 
who made the tour with the Victory 
Caravan are entiled to a little more | 
than the applause and warm feel- | 
ings of a job well done, the United | 
Detroit Theatres here is making up 
scrap books for all members of the 
troupe. 

Idea is that while plenty of atten- 
tion was focusing on the grosses that 
the caravan was picking up on the 
trip, there wasn’t enough acknowl- 
edgment of the efforts of the people 
who made it possible. So the chain 
had made up over 50 scrapbooks of 
all the local stories, columns, edito- 
rial comment, etc. on the Victory 
Caravan. 

The scrapbooks will be sent to 
each of the 23 stars, six starlets, di- 
rectors, writers and others who con- 
tributed to the show to let them re- 
member how Detroit felt about the 
visit. The press coverage was un- 
usually heavy here with the stars 
breaking one of the early rules of 
the tour by making plentiful side 
visits to orphanages and other 
places, including a.trip across the 
river tg Canada on a charity mis- 
sion. The chain feels that in a 
slight way it will let the players 
know that their efforts were deeply 
appreciated. 


| 
| 





HELPING OUT THE SOLDIER 


Second Volume of Sketches for 
Doughboy Entertainment 








First book of sketches prepared 
by the Writers and Materials Com- 
mittee of USO-Camp Shows, Inc., 
for soldier use is being supple- 
mented immediately with another 
Similar volume and a song book. 
First book is now being given the 
0.0. by the War Department to make 


sure there’s nothing objectionable 
from point of policy in the ma- 
terial. 


With the new bunch of sketches 
and songs, committee is getting out 
a numbered schedule to make it edsy 
for soldiers to prepare a whole eve- 
ning’s program for’ themselves. 
They will be informed that by com- 
bining, for instance, Nos. 2, 18, 23, 
37 and 41 in that order, they will 
have 70 minutes of sketches and 





the directorate because accrued and 
unpaid dividends on the 6% pre- 
ferred were $11.50 on last May 1. The | 
amended certificate of incorporation 
provides that at any time such un- 
paid dividends equal or exceed $7.50 | 
per share, this class of stock shall be | 
solely entitled to elect a third of the | 
directors. 

This is the first stockholders’ meet- | 
ing since the corporation emerged | 
from 77-B about two years ago, since | 
ithe directorate named at that time 
;|was elected to serve two years. 
| There are 128,170 shares of preferred | 
'stock outstanding and 2,873,053 
shares of common. 








Hawks Exits RKO 
Hollywood, May 26. 
William Hawks packed up two 
yarns he was to have produced at 
RKO and checked out. 
Deal to make ‘Gilded Pheasant’ 
and ‘Cheyenne’ was called off due to 
differences with plant execs. 





| 
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Eddy, Grayson Duet 


Hollwood, May 26. 
Nelson Eddy teams with Kathryn 
Grayson in ‘Lucky Number,’ to be | 
| directed by Edward Buzzell at | 
| Metro. | 
Film is based on a story by Lili 








|Havatny, with 
jand O. O. Dull co-producing. | 


songs comprising a complete, bal- 
anred program. Other combinations 

rz given, of course, to make it pos- 
sible for even acompletely untrained 
director to choose a balanced show 
of any length he desires. 

It’s all made still easier by the 
fact that every sketch is illustrated 
with drawings and diagrams show- 
ing entrances, exits, where each per- 
son should sit or stand and every 
other detail of direction and pro- 
duction. 

John Shubert is chairman of the 
committee, with Lester Hammel his 
caief aide. 


Scenarists USO-Minded 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Twelve per cent of all the funds 
collected to date in the film indus- 
try’s USO drive have been con- 
tributed by members of the Screen 
Writers Guild, according to a re- 
port turned in by Francis Faragoh, 
campaign colonel for SWG, to Wil- 

liam Koenig, campaign chairman. 
Faragoh explained the generous 








Louisville, May 26. 

Bing Crosby, who was in town for 
a few days to attend entering his 
horses at Churchill Downs, partici- 
pated in a golf match with Senator 
A. B. ‘Happy’ Chandler for the 
Army-Navy relief fund. Later he 
showed up but late for a 15-minute 
interview over WINN at the Fort 
Knox field house, Instead, the radio 
singer, together with Senator Chand- 
ler and Lt. Gov. Rodes Myers really 
put on a show. 


The Senator, who has a reputa- 
tion hereabouts as an amateur vo- 
calist, joined with Crosby and 
Myers in a number of trios. The 
three indulged in an hour and a half 
gag and song session, all ad lib, 
which wowed the soldiers. Station 
WINN had the forethought to tran- 
scribe the entire affair, and cuttings 
from the broadcast will be sent out 
as souvenirs. 


CAMP ROBERTS MELLER 
PLANS WESTERN TOUR 


Camp Roberts, Cal., May 26. 


Plans are under way by Ninth 
Corps (Pacific Coast) Headquarters 
to send ‘Curse of the Coffin Nails’-— 
which denounces. cigaret-smoking 
instead of ‘demon rum’—on tour of 
western army posts. ‘Coffin Nails,’ 
mock melodrama in the Gay 903s 
spirit, was preemed at Camp Roberts 
Feb. 20, and has been playing post 
recreation halls twice weekly. 

The script is an original by Sgt. 
Ross Kearney, former San Francisco 
freelancer who wrote the series of 
Camp Roberts broadcasts over NBC 
last fall. 


Rec halls are dressed up as old- 
time music halls with ad curtain 
lampooning local personnel, beer, 
pretzels, etc. Meller runs three acts 
and is played straight, but with 
military slants planted for topper 
laughs. Entre’acts and olio by the 
cast build community singing for the 
close. Lieut. Ross B. Ramsey, for- 
mer Coast vaude man, directed and 
produced. 

Male members of the cast are all« 
soldier, headed by Corp. Bert Hill- 
ner, actor-singer, who was in 
‘Yokel Boy’ and ‘American Jubilee’ 
before induction a year ago. Other 
soldiers are non-pros, The femme 
lead is handled by Janee Curry, 
vaude songstress, formerly with the 
late Larry Rich and now working at 
the Camp Service Club. 


Kuykendall 


Continued from page 7 



































issue and creating a false im- 
pression among those outside of the 
industry who do not understand the 
mechanics of our business.’ While 
he doesn’t mention SIMPP by name, 
it is clear what producer group he is 
referring to since it recently came 
out in the open to launch an attack 
against UMPI. 

Kuykendall estimates that prac- 
tically 85% of the country’s exhibs 
are behind the UMPI pian so far and 
that the Department of Justice, in 
his belief, is deeply interested and 
will make a fair decision with re- 
spect to it. There is still much ‘lan- 
guaging’ to be done by the legal 
representatives, however, the 
MPTOA prez notes. 

‘The UMPI offers us an oppor- 
tunity to achieve many things for the 
common good as it is developed,’ he 
states. ‘It will require honesty of 
thought and a sincerity of purpose 
on the part of all. There have been 
many disagreements on the first ap- 
proach that we have worked out. 
There are still a few that are not in 
complete accord with the program to 
date. I have no quarrel with those 
who may think differently from me. 
I only ask that they give full and 
complete consideration to the prin- 
ciples and I never presume to take 
away frdm those, who are not in 
aceord. their own rights to think for 
themselves. 

‘It is my opinion that what we 
have worked out will act as cohesive 
for the other plans to follow. If 
there happens to be something in the 
program that does not cover your 
every desire let’s not lose patience, 





response is due to the fact that the 
scribes have assumed entire respon- 
sibility for their share of the drive, | 
and are making sure that every em- | 


share. 


but all of us should work together 

concertedly for the final goal.’ 
Kuykendall is one of the nine 

members of the UMPI exhib sub- 


Robert Z. Leonard | ployed writer is contributing his | committee which drafted the UMPI 


plan. 

















aa tie 


no cecal” Sell el ee i aati 
ribet pape ) IRE IE iG ARERR ER vt 
Sonoran i i 


a 


ene ce ee 

















ne nla oe iateaimelall 














Wednesday, May 27, 1942 





EINES ON MIE 


LINERS 










t 
E 
ee 
; 
t 








Deany Jones saw there was a job to be done 
long before December 7th — and that's why he 
enlisted. When the bombs at Pearl Harbor woke 
up olf America, Deany was there ready te drop 
canned heat on the Japs. As he shot down. his 


third plane, the third bud on his girl's gardenia 


plant back home burst into flower. 


_ The romance of Deany and his sweetheart, the story 


of Deany and his great adventure is called MR. 


GARDENIA JONES. It has ali the humanness that 











“meet it. i 








if has a 1 ot more—for it tells why Deany’s nerele 
was so high that he met the big test like every 
American soldier, sailor and Martine wants to 


L 


U.$.0. needs $32,000,000 at once. You can help 
them get it by showing MR. GARDENIA JONES im- 


mediately. It’s a top- -notch short subject—with big 


feature star volue . . . and it’s swell entertainment 
for a great cause. A fe 





The Motion Picture Industry presents 


“MR. GARDENIA JONES” 


starring Lieutenant Ronald Reagan, Laraine Day, Fay Bainter, Charles Winninger 
Story and Narration by Carey Wilson e Directed by George B. Seitz 

‘ Produced at the M-G-M Studio 

Date it — get the pressbook — at your United Artists Exchange. 
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Times Theatre, on 42d and 8th, Suing 
Four 42d St. (Brandt-Cohen) Theatres 





J. J. Theatres, Inc, operator of 
the Times theatre, on 42d and 8th 
avenue, N. Y., filed an anti-trust 
suit in N. Y. supreme court Mon- 
day (25) against the eight major 
film companies, Iris Joyce, Inc., 
operator of the Selwyn theatre; An- 
well Amusement Corp., operator of 
the New Amsterdam theatre; Helgus, 
Inc., operator of the Liberty theatre; 
Andear Amusement Corp., operator 
o? the Harris theatre; Brandt Thea- 
tres Corp., Max Cohen, Harry and 
William Brandt, claiming conspiracy. 
Plaintiff alleges defendants are at- 
tempting to put the plaintiff out of 
business. The defendants’ theatres 
are nearby, all on 42d street, off 
Broadway. J. J. Theatres, Inc., is 
controlled J. J. Joelson, 

It is alleged that the Brandt Thea- 
tres Corp. controls 90 theatres in 
N. Y. It is alleged that the four de- 
fendant theatres, with the Brandts 
as principal stockholders, and Cohen 
as manager, pooled their resources in 
1928 to stifle competition, and se- 
cure excessive playing time. Plain- 
tiff was receiving 50% of the product 
of Warner Bros., RKO and 20th- 
Fox, but after March 15, 1941 the 
distributors ceased giving it product, 
gradually. Early in 1940,. it, is 
claimed, the Brandts and Cohen 
jointly purchased the Stanley, on 
7th avenue and 4lst street, N. Y., and 
deliberately ran the theatre down 
until it was closed. The Stanley had 
been playing day-and-date with the 
Times, and after it closed, its prod- 
uct was given to the other four 
theatres. Prior to 1940 the gross of 
the Times theatre was $125,000 year- 
ly and now it is $75,000 and falling 
all the time. It is alleged that un- 
less the defendants can be prevented 
from carrying on their alleged mo- 
ncpolistic practices, the Times will 
go out of existence. Specific viola- 
tions charged, deal with Sections 
340 of the General Business Law and 
580 of the Penal Law. An injunc- 
tion and accounting is asked. 





Asst. Theatre Manager 
A Confessed Stickupper 


Minneapolis, May 26. 

LeRoy CC. Miller, 19-year-old 
Newsreel theatre assistant manager 
and one-time Orpheum usher, has 
confessed to police that he was a 
bandit ‘on the side’, While the show 
was in progress, Miller said he 
stepped out and planned a ham- 
burger shop holdup with a friend. 
After the theatre closed the pair 
stole a parked car and drove to the 
shop where the owner was com- 
manded at the point of a gun to 
turn over his money. 

Miller and his accomplice were 
captured by the police on a tip after 
they had escaped detectives in a 
guifire chase. 








Two N. E. Stickups 


Boston, May 26. 

A solo bandit held up two Dorches- 
ter theatres in the suburban Boston 
area Sunday night (24) and got away 
with around $300. Thug took $16 
from Loraine DeLoriers, cashier at 
the Strand, and $272 from Edward 
Myerson and Mrs. Lea Morin, man- 
ager and cashier, respectively, of the 
Dorchester. 

Bandit shot at Patrick Kilroy, an 
employee of the latter theatre, but 
missed him. In making his escape 
from a net of police patrol cars the 
holdup man struck at 14-year-old boy 
with his car. 





Geo. Walsh Joining 
WB As Distrib Exec 


George C,. Walsh, for years in high 
heatre management posts, is joining 
Warners in an executive distribution 
capacity, nature of which is not 
presently indicated. 

In theatre operation for 22 years, 
until recently he had a theatre of his 
Own in New York and also is in- 
terested in the Paramount-RKO pool 
ip Yonkers, N. Y. 

Walsh resigned as president and 
general manager of Neteo Theatres, 
upstate New York Par subsidiary, a 
year ago to assume operation of the 
Yorktown, N. Y., which he recently 
turned over to the Kaybern circuit. 
For many years with the old Publix 
(Par) circuit in various important 
Capacities, Walsh previously was as- 
sociated with Saenger, Comerford 
and other circuits. 


‘ 
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‘No Charity’ 


Continued from page 3 


have supported magnificently all at- 
tractions booked under the relief 
banners. . 


Behind the scenes there is consid- 
erable friction. The Red Cross has 
collected $1,500,000 for Army and 
Navy relief as part of its services to 
the armed forces, and a question has 
arisen as to where the line shall be 
drawn on jurisdiction, There is also 
some difference of opinion as to the 
division of funds, the demands upon 
the Army being much greater than 
the expanded program than those 
which fall upon the Navy. By ‘De- 
cember the Army expects to have 
3,600,000 men in uniform while the 
Navy, under its expanded person- 
nel, will not reach 1,000,000 until 
1943. 

The drive for the relief agencies 
which was supported by a nation- 
wide collection in the American thea- 
tres will reach well over $2,000,000, 
and these funds are being equally 
divided. 

The Navy, through civilian com- 
mittees, got the jump on the Army 
in organizing for fund collection. 
Some of the practices indulged in 
by these civilian committees go be- 
yond the strict regulations and policy 
of the services, but it is difficult to 
control the activities of such volun- 
teers. Others, eager to heip, have 
scheduled events for Army and Navy 
Emergency Relief, which both 
branches are without the organiza- 
tion to supervise. 

Those sponsoring a change and a 
federal allocation, contend that the 
Army and the Navy sacrifice dignity 
and prestige by public appeals. Col- 
lections from men in uniform have 
been banned during these drives, but 
each camp theatre is obliged to run 
at least one day during the year with 
receipts going to the relief fund.” 


USO’s $32,000,000 Goal 


There is also a belief that the pub- 
lic will be confused by the continual 
campaigns for the military. The 
United Service Organizations cam- 
paign now under way seeks $32,- 
000,000 for the care and comfort of 
the uniformed forces when they are 
away from camp or ship and on fur- 
lough. USO, besides supporting 
these community clubhouses, also 
provides the paid entertainers for 
the camp stages. 

Here, in Washington, the multi- 
plicity of drives brought action by 
the District Commissioners to con- 
fine war fund solicitation to one cen- 
tral campaign which will be con- 
ducted in the fall. In Norfolk and 
Richmond, city officials refused td 
let the theatres collect funds for 
Army and Navy Relief. These cities 
confine such appeals to one annual 
campaign, in which all accredited 
agencies share. 

Army and Navy Emergency Re- 
lief funds are really created to by- 
pass the delays and red tape encoun- 
tered-in following service policy. 
The principal object is to collect and 
disburse funds for the purpose of 
meeting amergencies due to the war 
and which require prompt attention. 
A preponderance of the cases arise 
among dependents of casualties be- 
tween the time when allotment of 
pay is discontinued and insurance is 
received; of cases arising from hard- 
ships caused dependents by sudden 
transfer or movement of the soldier 
or sailor from his camp or station, 
and other temporary emergency fi- 
nancial distress which arises from 
causes incidental to military service. 

By slashing red tape and making 
funds readily available to meet such 
contingencies, it is felt that Army 
and Navy Emergency Relief could 
operate smoothly under a federal 
grant. Assistance to the men is given 
by an outright grant or loan and. in 
some cases takes the form of relief 
in kind. 

A soldier or sailor is not at his 
best at the front or battle station if 
he is worrying over his family’s wel« 
fare on the home front. This is the 
contention of those who would 
change the existing system and sense 
a Federal appropriation as one of 
Uncle Sam's duties to those who are 
going to carry his flag to victory. 


Rep’s Griffith Deals , 


Republic has closed a deal for 
1942-43 product with the Griffith 
Oklahoma Circuit Theatres and the 
Griffith Texas Circuit Theatres, total 
of about 160 houses. 











Runyon’s ‘Turps’ Encore 


, Hollywood, May 26. 

‘Joe and Ethel Turp," characters 
created by Damon Runyon as a syn- 
dicated newspaper feature, afe re- 
turning to the screen for a second 
picture, stil] untitled, at Metro. 

First was titled ‘Joe and Ethel 
Turp Call on the President,’ filmed 
three years ago with William Gargan 
and Ann Sothern in the top spots. 
Cast for the second is still unnamed. 


Frisco Arbiter 
Attacks Consent 
Decree Setup 


San Francisco, May 26. 


Convinced the motion picture con- 
sent decree is inadequate and is 
creating unfair conditions, the San 
Francisco arbitrator of a case re- 
cently reversed by the appeal board 
has taken up the cudgels for amend- 
ment of the decree. Disclaiming 
‘sour grapes’ and stating he is acting 
to aid ‘in protecting the good name 
of arbitration,’ the arbitrator, at- 
torney Donovan O. Peters, aims his 
fire principally at appeal procedure 
under the decree. 

In a letter to J. Noble Braden, ex- 
ecutive director, American Arbitra- 
tion Association, Peters said: 

‘The Consent Decree fails to speci- 
fy any grounds for an appeal, as 
such grounds are recognized in legal 
procedure. Any party who is not 
satisfied with the award can have 
the case decided by the Appeal 
Board on the cold record, thereby 
excluding what might have been a 
vitally important part of the factual 
circumstances which the trial arbi- 
trator considered. 

‘The Appeal Board, under such 
procedure, becomes an arbitrator 
and not truly the appellate board, 
and the so-called arbitrator, who 
was presumably nominated by 
the parties, merely prepares the rec- 
ord for decision on the cold record 
by the Appeal Board, except in cases 
where no appeal is filed. 

Peters also said the Decree is con- 
fusing on the subject of the ‘move- 
over’ and that as a result: ‘Move- 
over can and does defeat the subse- 
quent-run theatres under their con- 
tracts and extends clearance to 
which they are subjected far beyond 
the clearance contemplated in the 
Decree.’ 

In the case for which Peters was 
arbitrator he upheld the claim of the 
Piedmont theatre against the dis- 
tributors that its clearance was un- 
reasonable, and he was reversed by 
the Appeal Board. 














Growing Disinterest? 
Detroit, May 26. 

This must be evidence of the de- 
crease in importance of the AAA 
hearings. When the case brought 
by Dan Gregory, owner of the Cry- 
stal in Beulah, Mich., was called, he 
was not represented by an attorney. 
His representative was Raymond 
Moon, general manager of Mutual 
Theatres. 

On the other side, none of the 
majors were represented by counsel 
but in place of attorneys appeared 
salesmen or assistant managers. 20th 
Century-Fox did not even put in an 
appearance. 

Gregory is seeking a 21-day slash 
in clearance between him and the 
Ashman Bros. theatre in Frankfort. 


ESSANESS CHAIN, 28 
HOUSES, QUITS ALLIED 


Chicago, May 26. 

Essaness circuit, Chicago nabe 
group, has withdrawn from mem- 
bership in Allied Theatres of Illi- 
nois. 

Resignation takes 28 houses away 
from Allied. Essaness owners are 
understood to have disagréed with 
several new Allied policies. 











Unit Managers Elect 

Hollywood, May 26. 
Unit Managers Guild elected H. 
Keith Weeks president, Frank Caffey 
vice president, Eric Stacey secretary, | 
and Sergei Petschinkoff, treasurer. | 
New members of the board are 
Percy Ikerd, Sydney S. Street, Jay | 
Marchant and Al Alleborn, retiring | 





prexy. ! 


Par's Breach with Both Skouras 











And Century Chains Continues 


Knapp’s Peru Pic 


Pact has been signatured with 
Herbert E. Knapp, documentary film 
producer, by the film division of the 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs for Knapp to make a picture in 
Peru dealing with life in that coun- 
try. 

Coordinator’s office, which has ob- 
tained non-theatrical rights to ‘Lati- 
tude Zero,’ also made by Knapp and 
which covers Ecuador setup, plans 
releasing the film in the U. S. in a 
few months. Knapp tees off for 
Peru shortly, 


Schad’s Suit K.0. First 
Philly Court Victory 








For Distribs in Years. 





Philadelphia, May 26. 

Federal Judge Guy Bard in dis- 
missing the $750,000 damage suit 
filed by H. J. Schad, Reading (Pa.) 
exhib against Warners, 20th-Fox and 
Wilmer & Vincent circuit, on alleged 
conspiracy charges, marked the first 
major court victory here for a dis- 
trib against an exhibitor for several 
years. Judge Bard ruled that Schad, 
as a landlord, had no right to pre- 
vent Warners, the lessee, from re- 
leasing 20th-Fox from its agreement 
to supply the Schad-owned theatre 
(Astor) with product. (Schad had 
alleged that 20th-Fox had sold 50% 
of its product to the Astor while 
Warners had leased the house; but 
as soon as the lease expired, 20th 
had sold away to Wilmer & Vin- 
cent). 

Judge Bard also ruled that the 
public interest was not being harmed 
as alleged in Schad’s claim, since the 
public could see Fox films at W&V’s 
Ritz and Embassy. There were no 
violations under the provisions of 
the Sherman anti-trust act, under 
which the suit was filed. The court 
also pointed out that Schad did not 
complain when other distributors 
sold away from the house. 

State Senator Harry Shapiro and 
William Rudenko, attorneys for 
Schad, announced they would ap- 
peal their case to the U. S. Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 





Efforts to end the product break 
between Paramount and two large 
eastern circuits, Skouras and Cen- 
tury, which sought to beat it down 
on terms for this season’s pictures, 
have fizzled and it now appears that 
the schism will be permanent. Un- 
derstood that neither of the circuits 
are yet willing to accede to the 
terms demanded by Par for its prod- 
uct, and rather than give in to the 
buying power represented by the 
85 theatres involved, Par is satis- 
fied to go along selling other indies 
in Skouras-Century territory. 

Skouras and Century stalled Par 
far into last fall on this season’s 
product, available since Sept. 1, with 
negotiations coming to a halt, where- 
upon Par sold away. Company has 
been giving independents in Greater 
New York and vicinity two pictures 
at a time, to be played that way at 
the theatres. Every effort has been 
made to make up the two-picture 
units in such a way that they would 
provide strength _at the boxoffice. 
Also, Par has no holding film 
as long at its own Par, N. Y., so 
that they will have something left 
when they reach the Subsequent 
runs. 

On the approach from Century 
and Skouras during the past week, 
the Century circuit sought to make a 
deal for one unit of two pictures 
without any commitment for addi- 
tional product. While it was willing 
to make a percentage deal, Par re- 
fused to entertain negotiations along 
those lines, while with Skouras there 
was no headway of any kind, from 
accounts. < 

Skouras circuit, operating § in 
Greater New York, lower N. Y. 
State, Long Island and northern New 
Jersey, is headed by George P. 
Skouras, while the Century chain, 
with houses in Brooklyn and on 
Long Island, is manned by Fred 
Schwartz. Par formerly sold 36 of 
the Century houses and 49 in the 
Skouras string. 


Kraike at the Pass 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Associate producer assignment on 
‘China Pass’ at Paramount goes to 
Michel Kraike, hitherto executive as- 
sistant to Walter MacEwen. 
Filming starts in June, 
Murphy directing. 
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New York Theatres 





4th WEEK 
BETTE DAVIS 


IN A WARNER BROS, HIT 


“In This Our Life” 


In Person 


JIMMY DORSEY 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
BILLY DE WOLFE 


STRAND B'way & 47th St. 











FRIDAY 18 THE PREMIERE! 
WARNER BROS.’ 
ENTERTAINMENT MIRACLE 


JAMES CAGNEY 


im the story of GEO. M. COHAN 


‘YANKEE DOODLE DANDY’ 
fovwred HOLLYWOOD i595" 


B’ way,5/st.Ci.7-5545 
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hd teas ROX Y shank. 

















RADIO 
cITX 


MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER . 


"TORTILLA 
FLAT" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 

















HELD OVER 2ad WEEK 
REX BEACH'S 


“THE SPOILERS” 


Randolph Mariene John 
SCOTT @ DIETRICH @ WAYNE 


CAPITOL sisi: 


Sist ST. 

















"SHIPS WITH 
WINGS" 
“ims RIVOLE Sai 


_ Bears Oven 7:30AM + Midnite Shows 
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Tyrone POWER + Joan FONTAINE 


“THIS ABOVE ALL" 


A 20th Century-Fox Trivmph 








Starts Thurs., May 28 


LOEW'S KAY KYSER 
“MY FAVORITE 
spy” 


STATE ‘s." 


LAST TIMES WED. ek iy 
pay KINNEY 
in TECHNICOLOR ! ~~, once 
with SABU Ethet SHUTTA 
— In Person — EXTRA! 
Joe E. LEWIS 
Kitty CARLISLE 











Mayris CHANEY 
with Juile ALVAREZ 








ASTOR Boer aise 
BWAY & 


‘PALACE ‘:.... 


STARTS TOMORROW 
The Story of a Nation in Music 


‘SYNCOPATION’ 


-andi— 
EDW. G. ROBINSON 


‘LARCENY, iNC.’ 
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Hubbell Robinson of Y &R Declines 
CBS Offer As Executive Producer; 
Paley Re-Builds Program Dept. 








Hubbell Robinson, Jr., of Young 
& Rubicam has declined an offer 
made him by William S. Paley to 
join the Columbia network as ‘exec- 
utive producer.’ The offer was ac- 
companied by a reported figure of 
over $20,000 annual salary. Rovinson 
after thinking the matter over for 
some days reported back to Paley 
that he would stick along with 
Chester LaRoche at the agency, he 
sharing the latter’s view that sepa- 
ration from Y. & R. where Robin- 
son has grown up professionally with 
the radio department would be re- 
grettable. Robinson disregarded the 
salary differential. 


Offer to Robinson was tangible 
evidence of the new interest Bill 
Paley is taking in program matters 
at CBS. This was reported six 
weeks ago in ‘Variety.’ 

Douglas Coulter, acting program 
head of CBS since W. B. Lewis re- 
signed as vice-president in charge 
of broadcasts to join the Office of 
Facts & Figures, has been given the 
assignment permanently. He has 
moved into the 18th floor quarters 
formerly occupied by Lewis. He 
does not have the v.p. title. 

Davidson Taylor, who has similar- 
ly been on a temporary basis as act- 
ing director of broadcasts, under 
Coulter, now has the assignment 
permanently. Gerald Maulsby is his 
assistant. Effective this week, Wil- 
liam Spier has been upped from the 
post of script editor to be a super- 
vising producer. 

Al Perkins, formerly his assistant, 
succeeds him as script editor. 


ESTY WAITS ON 
CAMEL RADIO 
VERDICTS 


William Esty agency will know 
within the next two days just what 
disposition Camel cigarettes will 
make of its Bob Hawk and Xavier 
Cugat shows for the summer and 
whether the same account will con- 
tinue with Al Pearce in the fall. 

Only decision forthcoming up to 
yesterday (Tuesday) from the ac- 
count was to vacation ‘Blondie’ 
(CBS) from June 22 to Sept, 28, and 
to fill the period for the summer 
with Vaughn Monroe’s orchestra and 
to make Pearce’s broadcast of July 
2 the last for the current season. 











- 
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Ben Larson to Steer 
Radio Station With 
Joe Katz as Partner 


Ben Larson is leaving Young & 
Rubicam June 1 to operate WWDC, 
Washington, of which he will be part 
owner. The Federal Communica- 
tions Commission has yet to approve 
the sale of the station to Larson and 
Joseph Katz, the Baltimore advertis- 
ing agency man. The station is to 
become an affiliate of Arde Bulova’s 
new Atlantic Coast network. 
Larson has been on the production 
staff of Young & Rubicam since 1939. 
During the past year he has been 
supervising the agency’s daytime and 
transcription programs. Larson’s in- 
itial connection in radio was with 
KDYL, Salt Lake City, in 1926. He 
joined NBC in New York in 1929 
and five years later joined the Katz 
agency. In 1937 he became a Ruth- 
rauff & Ryan producer. 

Katz will own 75% of the WWDC 
stock, with Larson holding 20% and 
Charles Harrison, of the Katz 
agency, having the remaining 5%. 





Can Gals Diagnose? 


‘Radio Retailing’ magazine 
suggests in its May issue that 
while women radio repairers 
might be useful in soldering and 
other similar work, the distaff 
side could not be depended on 
to replace, in any appreciable 
measure, radio servicemen called 
to the colors. 

The weakness of such a plan, 
the tradepaper points out, is that 
trouble in a radio set usually 
takes much more time to find 
than to repair. Actual soldering, 
it adds, is a minor part of the 
job, but diagnosing will still be 
the big problem. 


SANKA AD FUND 
DUE FOR A CUT 


General Foods is due to curtail its 
advertising on Sanka Coffee, which 
budget has been running well over 
$1,000,000 a year. 

With the distribution of the cof- 
fee bean for straight processing al- 
ready under ration, it is figured that 
the Government will be disinclined 
to allot much of the supply for de- 
caffeining. 














Moylan Discs on KDYL 
Salt Lake City, May 26. 
KDYL is now airing the Moylan 
Sisters for Swansdown Family Flour. 
Set by Young & Rubicam. 
The 15-minute transcriptions are 
aired Sundays at 4:45, 


Walter Damrosch Of NBC Payroll 


After 14 Years of ‘Music Appreciation’ 





McGill Gets Exceptional 
Author Terms to Write 
Big: Town’ for Rinso 


Jerry McGill, until recently 
scripter of ‘Mr. District Attorney’ is 
now writing the ‘Big Town’ series. 
Agreement was reached yesterday 
(Tuesday) with Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
agency for Lever Bros. He had al- 
ready prepared an advance plot out- 
line and immediately began working 
on the actual scripts. 


Under the new setup, McGill will 
author ‘Big Town’ from New York, 
although the show originates on the 
Coast, with Edward G. Robinson. He 
will get sole writer billing and will 
have a free hand regarding plot, 
characters and situation. In addition, 
he is permitted to resign at any time 
if the sale of his own show, ‘Appoint- 
ment with Crime,’ were to interfere 
with the ‘Big Town’ assignment. 


Besides working on ‘Big Town,’ 
McGill is also authoring scripts on a 
week-to-week basis for ‘The Shadow,’ 
which returns to Mutual in the fall 
for Blue Coal, Ruthrauff & Ryan is 
the agency on that series, too. In 
addition, McGill Ras been named 
script supervisor on ‘Cheers from the 
Camps,’ soldier-talent series being 
sponsored by General Motors start- 
ing June 13, 











IS THERE A RADIO UNDERWORLD? 





More, much more, needs to be said about 
the foreign language radio stations in the 
United States. Their managements may 
claim that ‘only a few’ among them have been 
really harmful to democracy. To which the 
justified reply may be that ‘only a few’ among 
them have been really helpful. The point is 
not how ‘bad’ but how ‘good’ foreign language 
radio stations have been and are. ‘The point 
is that for many years now they have been 
intermittently suspected and have repeatedly 
argued that they were being unfairly be- 
smirched by the method of non-specific accu- 
sations. If specific accusations were previ- 
ously lacking, they were fully supplied a fort- 
night ago at a meeting in Cleveland by the 
boys who should know best what has been 
going on, namely, the managers of the for- 
eign language stations themselves. 


Wartime hazards of large segments of our 
population being systematically poisoned 
against democracy can not be laughed or 
shrugged off. They are not funny; they are 
not frivolous hazards. In a conflict of unpre- 
dictable duration and unpredictable complica 
tions, the United States needs the loyalty and 
must fear the agitated discontent of its Italian- 
born and German-born citizenry. These States, 
therefore, need to make syre that men and 





KLEENEX ENDS CYCLE 
WITH GINNY SIMMS 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Kleenex drops its series with 
Ginny Simms from CBS when the 
program’s current 13-week cycle 
expires. 
Shorv fills a five-minute spot Fri- 
day nights. 








SUB-DIVIDE FOR DRIVE 


N. Y. Minute Men Readying for 
Doorbell Bond Campaign 








War Bond selling campaign in the 
Greater New York area (June 14- 
24), will be publicized via radio 
through 10 committees covering all 
types of programs. Details are being 
worked out by Al Simon, publicity 
director of station WHN, on tem- 
porary leave of absence, who has 
been drafted by the U. S. Treasury 
department to handle radio during 
the house-to-house campaign. 

Committees being formed include 
news commentators, sportscasters, 
domestic science, screen and stage, 
variety and other artists. First two 
committees to be fully organized 
are for children’s programs, with 
Uncle Don Carney, WOR, platter 
emcees and Dick Gilbert, WHN vo- 
calist. 


organizations with previous fascist identifica- 
tions and sympathies shall be kept away from 
radio microphones. That’s plain common 
sense. But the simple exclusion of the fascists 
is not enough. Positive, constructive morale 
work must be organized to substitute pro- 
democracy broadcasts in Italian and German 
for the previous anti-democracy sneers and 
tirades. 


Radio can do a job for Uncle Sam that no 
other medium can do so well or so swiftly. 
But skepticism is fully warranted as - to 
whether the men who have been careless or 
indifferent, or too commercial to want to un- 
derstand about fascism in the past, have the 
proper credentials to be entrusted with these 
future tasks of democracy. 


WMEX, Boston, through a tieup with the 
New England branch of the Council for 
Democracy, is about to launch a series of pro- 
grams in Italian that deserves to be, and will 
be, closely watched. 
gether an Italian immigrant type, an Italian- 
American of long residence in the United 
States and finally an Italian-speaking Yankee 
who knows Mussolini’s ways and ideas and 
failures. The initiative for this new series 
comes jointly from Carl J. Friedrich of Har- 
vard, intensely pro-democratic German-born 
professor, and Alfred J. Pote, owner of 








WMEX, who is Italian by descent. Pote has 


It proposes to bring to- 


solid practical experience as a broadcaster 
plus an awareness of the needs to sell demo- 
cratic ideals to Italians who have been sold a 
bill of goods on Mussolini for 20 years. Fried- 
rich meantime has independently had a small 
platoon of researchers busily finding out the 
facts on foreign language broadcasting in the 
United States. He joins in the cry that ‘the 
ablest people’ rather than the ‘most question- 
able catch-as-catch-can freelancers’ must par- 
ticipate in the democratization programming. 


Those who speak only English are naturally 
at a disadvantage in regulating and supervis- 
ing programs, and especially freelance an- 
nouncer-salesmen functioning in other 
tongues. The Italian language is subtle 
enough to sometimes seem, in literal transla- 
tion, fairly innocent while actually hiding ob- 
jectionable material. There was the recent 
case of one pro-fascist announcer who was sup- 
posedly selling [talian listeners U. S. war 
bonds, but in urging the ‘soundness’ of the 
investment he actually played up part of the 
Axis propaganda line’ by emphasizing with 
clear double meaning: ‘these bonds are backed 
by the greatest ‘have’ nation in the world 
which has 85% of the world’s gold opposed to 
the have-not nations.’ With such slippery 
bananas is the democracy of some foreign lan- 
guage studios paved. 


Recurring rumors that the Army may evac- 
uate Germans and Italians of questionable loy- 
alty from Atlantic seacoast areas has quite 
naturally produced a state of nerves among 
the loyal ag well as the disloyal. This situa- 
tion only highlights the vital, strained, deli- 
cate, dangerous foreign language problem, a 
problem that calls for infinite tact and clever- 
ness. There is a growing feeling that authori- 
ties could make a smart contribution to na- 
tional unity if they testified more publicly that 
they did not damn all citizens of enemy ex- 
traction, but, to the contrary, recognized the 
moral courage of those who fought fascism 


and Naziism when it wasn’t fashionable or 
safe. 


Meanwhile, enough is now known of what 
has happened, what can happen, who is care- 
ful and who isn’t. Enough ought to be mani- 
fest to the broadcasting industry as a whole 
for all to realize that freelance announcer- 
salesmen on foreign language stations are 
easily capable of handing the whole industry 
a reputation it won’t appreciate. 

t 


Too long have too many foreign language 
stations been permitted to go unpoliced as a 
sort of underworld district of easy virtue on 
the outskirts of a respectable industry. 


aA 








Walter Damrosch, 80, dean of 
American composers and conductorg 
has terminated a 15 year association 
with NBC and his program ‘Music 
Appreciation Hour,’ which has been 
an NBC feature for 14 years, wil] 
not go on the air again. NBC's rea. 
sons are that with the numerous 
defense programs on the air, and 
with many of them using music, it 
was impossible to clear a full hour 
for the program and Damrosch felt 
he would be‘unable to do a good job 
in a halfhour. 

Damrosch is busy writing a new 
opera, to be presented by the New 
Opera Co., in October. His NBC 
salary was reported at $25,000 an- 
nually. A rumor, scoffed at by NBC, 
is that the addition of Leopold Sto. 
kowski and Arturo Toscanini to the 
payroll at $50,000 each, caused Dam- 
rosch to be let out. It was pointed 
out that the Blue Network carries 
the ‘Music Appreciation Hour’ and 
pays Damrosch’s salary for that time, 
while the NBC symphony is on NBC, 
and has nothing to do with the 
financial arrangements on the Blue 
network. 

A testimonial banquet in Dam- 
rosch’s honor was the highlight of 
the recent Ohio State Institute for 
Education by Radio. 


BENDIX STILL 
INSTITUTIONAL 
MINDED 


Bendix Corp. is still interested in 
going on the air with a half-hopr in- 
stitutional program, even though it 
recently turned down the George 
Corey-Dan Seymour program dealing 
with heroic exploits of U. S. soldiers 
in the present war. 

The Donahue agency, which has 
the assignment from Bendix, under- 
wrote the Corey show’s audition. 


FRED WARING GLEE CLUB 
RUN-OFFS GO TO CBS 


Fred Waring’s country-wide com- 
petition among America’s glee clubs 
culminates in finals Saturday and 
Sunday next (30-31) at Carnegie 
Hall, N. Y. NBC has Waring as a 
star for Chesterfield and has been 
broadcasting competition locally 
wherever it could clear the time and 
has aided the drive, every cent of 
which goes to the U.S.O. 

Now that the finals have been 
reached, NBC is unable to clear the 
time Sunday afternoon (31), and 
Columbia will carry the winners 
from 2:30-4:30 p.m. 

















CORDAY INTO KHAKI 


NBC Staffer and Guild Secretary 
Also Marries Betty Shay 








Ted Corday, NBC staff director, 
was inducted into the Army last 
week. He was given a short fur- 
lough, but reported again Sunday 
(24) for duty at Ft. Dix, N. J. His 
permanent successor as director of 
‘Down Mexico Way’ hasn’t been 
selected. 

Besides being one of the charter 
members of the recently-formed 
Radio Directors Guild, Corday was 
the organization's secretary. He will 
be carried on the group’s member- 
ship list, though without being sub- 
ject to dues, during his service with 
the Army. 

Corday was secretly married May 
11 to Betty Shay, an NBC production 
assistant and audition director. The 
fact became known, however, when 
he confided it to a friend and ne- 
glected to explain it was a secret. 
Mrs. Corday is continuing at NBC. 





Walter Gorman to Y&R 


Walter Gorman, formerly a pro- 
gram supervisor for the Compton 
agency, has joined Young & Rubicam 
as an assistant production man, _ 

He is temporarily assigned as aide 
to Sandy Stronach on ‘Battle of the 
Sexes.’ 
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Fear Alcohol Shut-Off, So Hair-Goo 
Accounts Are Advertising-Minded 





There are indications that the 
manufacturers of hairdressing 
brands will become fairly heavy 
users of radio in the near future as 
a result of the priorities situation. 
As a hedge against the time when 
they may be deprived of any use of 
alcohol for their compounds, these 
manufacturers are expected to be- 
come active in plugging their sub- 
stitute mixtures. 

It is understood that the manu- 
“facturers of practically every one of 
the nationally known hairdressing 
brands has already taken steps to 
avoid being caught by a complete 
shutdown on aicohol. Their labora- 
tories have worked out new com- 
pounds and their agencies are active 
preparing test campaigns. 

The first to publicize its substitute 
is Fitch. Latter’s product is tagged 
Quin-Oil, with the add copy de- 
scribing it as a combination of five 
essential oils. 





Fitch te Stick Heat 
Chicago, May 28. 

Fitch Bandwagon program on 
NBC continues throughout summer 
under banner of ‘Fitch Summer 
Bandwagon.’ Tobe Reed continues 
as mc. In summer sessions Music 
Corporation of America will call 
upon promising young band leaders 
from all sections of country. Com- 
munity contests will determine pop- 
ularity of the local bands, with 13 
being selected for ‘Bandwagon’ sum- 
mer run. 

Summer series starts July 5. 


RADIO ENTERTAINER 
JAILED IN DRAFT MESS 


St. Louis, May 26. 

Dallas Lee Rape, 28, a radio enter- 
tainer known as ‘Cowboy’, was sen- 
tenced to four years in a Federal 
jug last week by United States Dis- 
trict Judge Charles Davis for failure 
to notify his draft board of a change 
of his address and for registering 
a second time under a phony name 
in Illinois. 

An attorney appointed by the 
court to defend Rape said the 
prisoner wanted to keep his where- 
abouts from his wife and five chil- 
dren, so he had failed to notify his 
board when he left Missouri, but 
since he was willing to enter the 
army service he had 
again in [llinois. A plea for clem- 
ency was nixed by the judge. 


Jessie Young to WFIL 


Philadelphia, May 26. 

Jessie Young, ‘kitchen counsellor’ 
fer several midwestern stations, 
comes here June 1 to inaugurate 
WFIL’s Kitchen Club. She began 
with ‘Jessie’s Homemaker Visit on 
KMA, Shanandoah, Iowa. 

The WFIL program with partici- 
pating sponsors will be aired five 
times weekly from 10 to 10:15 p.m. 














(MARLIN RAZOR BLADES 


IN LARGER MARKETS 


Marlin razor blades will resume 
its announcement campaign in July, 
using mainly stations located in 
communities of 100,000 or more pop- 
ulation, The ad copy will stress the 
conservation angle, that is, how to 
make the blades last longer. 

Craven & Hedrick is the agency. 


Nothing But Grief 
For Doc Brinkley 
In Final Years 


Del Rio, Texas, May 26. 

‘Doc’ John R. Brinkley, goat- 
gland broadcaster of American 
radio's early days and for over 10 
years operator of a powerful 150,- 
000-watt Mexican station, died in 
his sleep Tuesday morning here. 
Death came at 56 at the apex of a 
pile of trouble for the picturesque 
goatee-wearing doc. He had lost a 
leg, gone bankrupt, had his Mexican 
station confiscated and had. just 
been sued for $155,035 back taxes 
by the U. S. Internal Revenue. 

In his heydey the wholesale sur- 
geon who specialized in prostate 
cases among the hillbillies traveled 
in his own private plane, had a su- 
per-yacht, hospitals in Del Rio and 
Little Rock and a reputed gross in- 
come of $1,500,000 annually. He de- 
fied the American Medical Associa- 
tion, the FCC and public opinion 
with much skill and daring. 


French Song Outiawed 
So Heimie Feels Better 














registered | 


On German Theme Loss 


Milwaukee, May 26. 

Heinie and His Grenadiers re- 
garded it as inconsistent that they 
should be required in the spirit of 
national unity to drop their theme 
melody ‘Ach, du Lieber Augustin’ as 
well as all Teutonic tinges to their 
German band type daily program on 
WTMJ while Nancy Grey, 
years woman commentator on the 
same station, continued to use as her 
theme number “Buvon Sec’, French 
song. This past week she discarded 
her familiar ‘ntro air, substituting 
‘America the Beautiful’. And 
Heinie, too, is satisfied. 











Mutual Declines to Fip a Com 
For Brig-Gen. Jimmy Doolittle 





Mutual Network last Wednesday 
(20) carried a broadcast of Brig. Gen. 
Jimmy Doolittle, as furnished by the 
War Department, after Mutual had 
rejected NBC’s suggestion that they 
tess coins for the event. Abe Schech- 
ter, NBC's public events director, 
Proposed the coin-tossing idea when 
the Army offered the broadcast to all 
the networks, but Fred Weber, Mu- 
tual general manager, retorted that 
Doolittle’s message was too impor- 
tant to the country for such things 
und that, anyway, Mutual won't bind 
Itself to agreement with other net- 
works on anything pertaining te the 
war. 

Mutual later 4nformed fhe War 

that it would carry Doc- 
little at any time the Army chose 


and the other networks withdrew 
their counterbids for the broadcast. 
Schechter suggested the toss so that 
the breadcast wouldn't be duplicated 
on the other networks. 
Siater’s Siant 

Following the exchange with 
Schechter, Tom Slater, Mutual's di- 
rector of special features, wrote Lt. 
Col. Ed Kirby, that he thought such 
events ‘are far too important for our 
major networks to depend upon op- 
posite faces of a nickel to give us 
the proper decision” Also that he 
believed that the time was past for 
the networks to bicker for exciu- 
sives on such occasions and that war- 
worthy broaticasts should be de- 
cided on their individual merit and 
not by the question of duplication. 





PRICE CEILING HITS SOAP ADS — 








SWAN, LIFEBUOY 
CANCEL BLURBS 


National Spot Business Faces 
Possible Loss of Soap Ac- 
counts That Had Been 


Low Profit Margin, Tough 





HOPE FOR BREAK 





The stiff cancellation blows which 
the spot end of the broadcasting bus- 
iness received from soap manufac- 
turers last week were the result of a 
generally upset condition in which 
soap merchandising found itself when 
the ceiling imposed by the Office of 
Price Administration went into ef- 
fect. Retailers throughout many 
sections of the country were caught 
with low March profit margins and 
sharp merchandising inventory 
losses. Because of this situation the 
soap men have decided to drop out 








Black Clouds Loom 


Many ad agency men regard 
the next four weeks as the most 
crucial period that their busi- 
ness has had to face since the 
depth of the °30s depression. 
What happens in June, they fig- 

* ure, will determine the trend 
that advertising will take during 
the balance of the summer and 
the fall. 

In some of these agency quar- 
ters it is predicted that overall 
dip on radio billings, network 
and spot combined, may be as 
much as 25% for the coming 
month (June). On the other 
hand, they anticipate the entry 
in radio this summer and fall of 
a goodly number of campara- 
tively small advertisers who 
have no price ceiling or priorities 
problems but who see in the 
occasion a chance to do an effec- 
tive institutional job for their 
respective brand names. 











of spot radio and newspapers long 
enough to bring about the necessary 
stabilization and recovery. An ap- 





for 10) 


peal for aid in this direction is being 
made to the OPA. 

Meanwhile all Lever Bros. spot ad- 
|vertising, particularily as it affects 
‘the Swan and Lifebuoy campaign, 
goes off the air as of May 30. Sweet- 
heart Soap last week also issued can- 
cellations, but these so far are for 
scattered areas. Indications have al- 
ready come that Procter & Gamble 


couple of weeks ago the soap in- 
dustry looked as though it would 
serve as radio’s big bright spot dur- 


War economy. 
manufacturers 


advertising will be this summer and 
fall until they see what relief they 
can get from the OPA. They are in 
hopes that the cancellations will ap- 
ply only to the month of June, and 
that the campaigns will be restored 


jin July or August. 


Few American industries maintain 
as tenuous and complicated a mer- 
chandising structure as the soap | 
business. It’s intensely competitive, 
and many dealers se|] their soaps on 
the basis of what they paid for it and 
not current wholesale prices, so that 
when the price freezing took place 
they found themselves in a serious 
fix. It is now up to the distributors 
to adjust the situation, and it won't 
be so easy economically for the man- 
ufacturers, since prices are usually 
fixed in basic areas and then passed 
on to outlying markets. Another 
problem that the soap men have yet 
to face is transportation. Only the 
big three—Lever, P&G, and Colgate- 
Palmolive-Peet—maintain plants on 
the westcoast, and this is bound not 
only to ease their transportation 
problem somewhat, but give them a 
huge edge over competitors. 





Rated Safe for Duration— 


ing the swingover from a peace to a 
Now the same set of 
intimate that they | 
won’t know how extensive their air | 





AS STAFF ANNOUNCER 


Chicago, May 26. 
Holland Engle, a former program 
director of WBBM, and at- one time 





Rivalry Allow No Cushion! Radio Director of Erwin, Wasey 


agency, returns to radio work as an- 
nouncer for WGN. 

Previously to WGN connection, 
Engle has been in radio and agency 
circles in Milwaukee. 


Rationmg Ways 
Bad For Morale, 


Say Speakers 


Gilbert Seldes, director of televi- 
sion for CBS, Stuart Chase, writer 
on economics, and Ellen Lamarr, of 
‘Advance’, labor publication, were 
among those discussing “Public Opin- 
ion and Rationing’ via Columbia's 
‘The People’s Platform’. Consider- 
able criticism of Government's 
method of approaching and handling 
the problem—not of the necessity 
for rationing—was voiced by parti- 
cipants. Complaints were voiced, 
teo, that the public was not being 
told enough by the Administration 
j about the progress of the war and 
what individual citizens could do to 
help win it. One thing program 
demonstrated: freedem. of speech 
exists on the air, despite the exigen- 
cies of war. 


J. Kern’s ‘Mark Twain’ 
Scheduled for Debut 
On Coca-Cola Program 


Jerome Kern's operetta, ‘Mark 
Twain,’ will have its radio premiere 
June 7 on the Andre Kostelanetz 
program for Coca-Cola. The com- 
poser will make a brief spiel on the 
CBS show by remote from the Coast. 
Genevieve Rowe will be the guest 
lead om the stanza. 

Allan Jones guests on the series 
this Sunday (31). Norman Cordon 
appears June 14 and Dennis Day 
gets the nod June 21, Stanza will 
remain on the air over the summer. 
D'Arcy is the agency, George 
Zachary directs and George Faulk- 











is reducing its outlay for radio. A|®¢T writes the continuity. 





Carl E. Smith, chief engineer of 
WHK-WCLE, won Hickok Award for 
best paper in Cleveland section of 
the American Institute of Electrical 
| Engineering. 





Ransom Sherman Show Off July 1 
In Procter & Gamble Budget Move 


HOLLAND ENGLE AT WGN! 





The Ransom Sherman show will be 
dropped by Procter & Gamble, effec. 
tive with the July 1 broadcast. Can- 
cellation is a result of realignment 
of the company’s advertising budget. 
Program is produced by the James 
Saphier Office. Ivory soap is the 
product and Compton the agency. 

With the cancellation, it’s not 
known what CBS will do about the 
9-10 spot Wednesday nights. Net- 
work has always held that 60-minute 
period intact, allowing P. & G. to 
move the Sherman show into the 
second half-hour and the Shirley 
Temple program into the opening 


time by shifting to Sunday nights. 
If CBS insists on holding the 
Wednesday night hour intact, P. & G. 
will probably have to find another 
spot for the Temple series. Soap 
concern has no present intention of 
buying another program to replace 
Sherman, thongh might do so if some 
high-rating stanza should become 
available through cancellation by an- 
other account. Contract for the cur- 
rent cycle of the Temple series con- 
tinues through Aug, 26. 
Meanwhile, P. & G. plans no im- 
mediate cancellations or changes in 
its radio program lineup. Ivory Soap 
will continue to bankroll ‘Life Can 
Be Beautiful’ and ‘Against the 
Storm,’ daytime serials on CBS and 
the Red network, respectively. Re- 
maining Ivory soap show, “Truth or 
Consequences,’ will take a shorter 
summer hiatus than in previcus 
years. It will vacate its Saturday 
night spot on the Red for six weeks, 
instead of the usual nine weeks. 


CANCEL ROAD DATES 
FOR WLW CHAUTAUQUA 


Cincinnati, May 26. 
War curtailment of civilian travel, 
through tire and gas rationing, led 
last week to cancellation by WLW of 
its air and platform programs for 
he Miami Valley Chautauqua, near 
Franklin, O., 40 miles north of Cincy. 
It was to be the Crosley 50,000 
watter’s second season of the chau- 
tauqua tie-in, with mame speakers 
and radio variety shows lined up for 
nine Sundays, to start June 21. 
George W. Biggar, the station's 
program director, and chautauqua 
‘officials agreed on the stop order, 











C.D. Smith Manages WRC 
Berkeley With WMAL 


Cariton D. Smith has been made 
manager of NBC's Washington outlet, 
WRC. He was for eight years assist- 
ant to Kenneth Berkeley, who re- 
signed as manager of WRC recently 
to handle exclusively WMAL, the 
Blue’s Washington station. 

As amnouncer on WRC's staff 
Smith for year did the introducing 





of the President over the network. 





Time to NBC Without Privilege 
| Of Interpolating Wax Material 





‘Famous Jury Trials’ 
Albert Barker is now script super- 
visor of ‘Famous Jury Trials’ for 
Transamerican, package producer of 
the show. He succeeds John Lay, 
who recently joined the public rela- 
tions branch of fhe Army Air Corps. 


candy on the Biue network, with 
Aubrey, Moore & Wallace the 
agency. 

Barker's regular assignment is 
writmg three Transamerican re- 
corded kid programs, ‘Little Orphan 
Annie,’ ‘Terry and the Pirates’ and 
‘Don Winslow of the Navy.’ Trio 
heve gone off the air for the summer, 
however. 





Albert Barker Supervises | 


'the NBC schedule July 9 it will 


‘Trials’ is sponsored by Williamson | 





When ‘The March of Time’ joins 


cease making up of recorded inter- 
polations in its programs. NBC had 
refused to budge from its policy 
against using discs in any form on its 
hookup broadcasts and Time mag 
decided to move over from the Blue 
anyway. The apot on NBC will be 
Thursday 1030-11 p.m. 

Meanwhile the program will take 
a vacation, quitting the Blue with 
the June 12 broadcast. The switch 
had been prompted by Time's desire 
for a more suustantial listener rat- 
ing. The program es f now stends 
costs $14,000 a week im time and 
talent. 


half when Fred Allen vacated the. 
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Fred Allen, Jack Haley ‘Revive Vaude 
(Again) on Texaco Radio Program 








Jack Haley, guesting Sunday 
night (24) on the Texaco show, 
teamed with Fred Allen in an up- 
roarious sketch about the current 
vaudeville comeback. Script had 
Haley bursting into the studio with 
news about vaude’s renaissance and 
to recruit the comedian in an act 
with him. As persuasion, Haley ex- 
plained that Allen’s not having any 
fun in radio—all he gets out of it 
is a goldmine. Allen has no friends 
in radio, the visitor pointed out. 
Allen doesn’t know ‘John’s Other 
Wife,” he argued. He doesn’t even 
know John’s first wife. ‘I don’t even 
know John,’ Allen’ volunteered. 


Whereupon the two proceeded to 
discuss their proposed two-a-day 
show. After lining up several acts, 
adding several ancient wheezes for 
patter, they decided on the finish, a 
song-and-dance bow-off. And to the 
skillfully corny accompaniment of 
Al Goodman’s band, they donned 
straw lids, yowled a chorus and 
tapped through a time-step. It had 
the studio audience in a panic and 
was quite funny via the air. En- 
tire broadcast was above average, in 
fact. 


NBC Television 
On Token Basis 


For Duration 








A new ruling of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission dated May 
12 permits the present television li- 
censees in the U. S. A. to reduce to 
four hours weekly, instead of pre- 
vious weekly minimum of 15 hours. 

NBC is accordingly telecasting 
two hours on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday, and dropping cther serv- 
ice. Telecasts are instructions to air 
raid wardens. 

Noran Kersta, manager of the 
NEC television department, in an- 
nouncing the skeleton plan, said, ‘It 
is our confident prediction that, 
when the war has ended, television 
will come into its own as one of the 
great media of mass communica- 
tion.’ 





Constance Collier Joins 
‘Woman of Courage’ Show 


Constance Collier, legit and film 
star, has joined the cast of ‘Woman 
of Courage’, daytime serial on CBS 
for Colgate-Palmolive-Peet. It’s a 
running part, her first regular radio 
assignment. Ted Bates agency has 
the show. 

Also new to the ‘Woman of Cour- 
age’ cast are Brenda Forbes, Frank 
Behrens and Joan Alexander. 


WPB Shows Also on Wax 


Washington, May 26. 

The War Production Board’s two 
radio shows, “Three Thirds of a 
Nation’ on the Blue network and 
‘This Is Your =nemy’ on Mutual, are 
being made available via transcrip- 
tion to all local stations throughout 
the U. S. Only restriction is that 
they may not be played the same 
night as the live series. That stipu- 
lation is to protect the affiliated sta- 
tions of the network originating each 
program. 

‘This Is Your Enemy’ is being 
written by Bernard C. Schoenfeld, 
head of the radio section of the 
Office of Emergency Management, 
with a few of the scripts slated to be 
authored by Elwood Hoffman. Guest 
on the show next Sunday night (31) 
will be Sigrid Schultz, former Berlin 
correspondent for Mutual. Script 
for the stanza will deal with children 
under the Nazi r-tle. 











Robert Lee In Canadian Force 


Robert Lee, an assistant producer 
in the Young & Rubicam radio de- 
partment, has enlisted in the Royal 
Air Force and will start training in 
the fall. Meanwhile, he has gone 
to the Coast to assist Jerry Law- 
rence and Eileen Leslie on the script- 
ing of ‘Date With Judy.’ 

His successor hasn’t been selected 
by Y. & R. 


> 


Publicity Lifts Reception 
Girl Into Radio Chore 


Buffalo, May 26. 

Betsy Nan Muelke is new wo- 
men’s voice on WEBR, piloting style 
chat three mornings a week for 
Golden Clothing Co. Was WEBR 
receptionist until two weeks ago, 
when she hopped into prominence 
as queen of city-wide ‘Unity Day’ 
Parade. Latter also got her an offer 
to join Earl Carroll ‘Vanities’, which 
she nixed. 

Succeeds Esther Huff in morning 
spot. Miss Huff now runs morning 
wakeup show on WHLD, Niagara 
Falls, 


Fitzpatrick Part Owner 
Of WEBR, Buffalo, Under 
New Papers With FCC 


Buffalo, May 26. 
After several weeks of rumors 
here, FCC in Washington last week 
received application for transfer of 
control of WEBR from the Buffalo 
Evening News to the Buffalo Cou- 
rier-Express and Paul E. Fitzpat- 
rick, Erie County political figure. 
Control of 250-watt WEBR was ac- 
quired six years ago by the News, 
which also owns 5,000-watt WBEN. 
Transfer would involve sale of 
1,400 shares of preferred and 100 
shares of common stock, which 
would be split 75% to the Courier- 
Express and the remainder to Fitz- 
patrick. WEBR, at 1,340 ke. is a 
member of the basic Blue hookup. 


AFRA Dicker Due at CBS 


American Federation of Radio 
Artists will start negotiations within 
the next couple of weeks with CBS 
for a renewal of the sustaining con- 
tract for announcers and production 
men. Present agreement, an exten- 
sion of the one originally made with 
the network by the American Guild 
of Radio Announcers and Producers, 
was assumed by AFRA when it ab- 
sorbed the former organization. It 
expires July 1. 

Nominees for New York local rep- 
resentatives on the AFRA national 
board include John Brown, Clayton 
Collyer, Ted de Corsia, Arnold Moss, 
Minerva Pious and Alan Reed, all 
actors; Ken Roberts, Allen Stuart 
and Sid Walton, announcers, and 
Carlton Boxill, Gordon Cross, J. 
Alden Edkins, Felix Knight, Walter 
Preston and Tubby Weyant, singers. 
Nine are to be elected in the refer- 
endum balloting to be held in the 
next few weeks. At least one from 
each category must be chosen. 

















‘Play Winsom’ Moves to WGN 
Chicago, May 26. 

‘Play Winsom’, quiz show spon- 
sored by Bowman Dairy Company 
on WBBM, moves to WGN effective 
with broadcast of June 3. Program 
was originally set for WGN, but 
night time was not available when it 
started four weeks ago. During 
WBBM time, more than 11,000 re- 
sponses were received. 

On WGN ‘Play Winsom’ will air 
Wednesday evenings 17:30 to 8:00 
pm CWT. Same cast and format 
will be used at WGN. Agency is 
J. Walter Thompson. 


Five-F oot-Two-ters 





Hollywood, May 26. 

Glenhall Taylor, supervising 
Coast shows for Young & Ru- 
bicam while Tom Lewis is in 
the Army, has name for those 
little geniuses of radio converg- 
ing here. He calls them five- 
foot two’ters. 

Now on ground or soon due 
are Charles Vanda, Marty 
Gosch, Vick Knight, Arch Obo- 
ler, Bill Bacher. 


Se 


Blue Execs In 
From Northeast 
For N. Y. Visit 


The Blue Network holds a meet- 
ing today (Wednesday) in its New 
York headquarters with representa- 
tives of the web’s eight New England 
stations. On hand for the confer- 
ence will be the Blue’s officials, heads 
of sales, promotion and program de- 
partments. 

The invitees are: Levon Thomas, 
WNAB, Boston; James Milne, WELI, 
New Haven; Quincey Brackett, 
WSPR, Springfield, Mass.; Paul 
Oury, WPCI, Pawtucket; Richard 
Davis, WNBC, Hartford; Steve Rin- 
toul, WSRR, Stamford; Leslie Smith, 
WMUR, Manchester, and Ralph 
Matheson, WHDH, Boston, 


GREETING CARD 
ACCT. ON BLUE 


Hall Bros., greeting card manu- 
facturer, has contracted for a Friday 
evening half hour on the Blue Net- 
work, starting late in August. It wild 
be a 94-station hookup (10-10:30 
p.m.). 

The program will feature men 
from the service and be tagged, 
‘Meet Your Navy.’ 


Eddie Cantor to B’dcast 
Only From Soldier Camps 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Eddie Cantor has arranged with 
his sponsor that for the duration all 
his broadcasts will originate at mili- 
tary camps and bases. 
Cantor has been pitching in camps 
since he returned from New York. 


‘From U. S. to You-All’ 


Portland, Ore., May 26. 

A radio letter to the boys out in 
the Pacific gces out from KOIN for 
15 minutes at 3 A. M. each morn- 
ing. Called ‘From VU. S. to You-All’, 
it’s a One man affair miked by an- 
nouncer Bob Harris and consists of 
news of American production, 
sports, etc. 

Contest among the KOIN staff for 
name for the show was won by 
Newscaster Marc Bowman. 


Esther Blurbs Called Off 


Lady Esther last week issued can- 
cellations on its spot announcement 
campaign, effective May 31. 

Pedlar & Ryan is the agency. 
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Esty Agcy. Seeks Sustainer Ballyhoo 
For Feen-A-Mint Tenor, Frank Forest 





‘QUARTERMASTER’S HOUR’ 


Army’s Supply Branch To Tell 
Public How It Operates 








Washington, May 26. 

‘The Quartermaster Quarter Hour,’ 
weekly interview stanza with Lt. 
Andre Baruch, of the Quartermaster 
Corps, started Wednesday (20) on 
WINX, Washington. 

Series will deal with matters of 
food, clothing and transportation for 
the Army. 





Mason City, Ia,— Chick McCuen, 
KGLO, newscaster, moved to KSO, 
Des Moines, 
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Feen-a-Mint (Health Products) 
has renewed for*its ‘Double or Noth- 
ing Quiz’ on Mutual for another 13 
weeks. The Blue Network had put 
in a bid for the business. 

Figuring in the discussions on the 
part of either network was the sus- 
taining programs that would be 
made available to Frank Forest, who 
sings a number on ‘Double Or Noth- 
ing.’ -William Esty, agency on the 
account, would like to obtain a wider 
buildup for Forest’s tonsils. Pro- 
position that the Blue states it made 
to the agency was that Forest’s sus- 
taining career on the Blue would 
have to depend on the discretion of 
the program production staff. 





The Common Sense of Censorship 
Told in Quarterly by George Creel 





In a provocative symposium on 
censorship published in the spring 
edition of the ‘Public Opinion Quar- 
terly’ of Princeton University George 
Creel who was the chief censor (and 
target) in the last war outlines the 
comman sense of censorship. His 
remarks should prove helpful in 
broadcasters’ perspective on this 
problem. Writes Creel, in part: 

‘The first draft of the Espionage 
bill, signed by the President on June 
15, 1917, contained provisions for 
press censorship, but were so bitterly 
opposed by the newspapers, the peo- 
ple as a whole and by a decisive ma- 
jority in both Senate and House that 
all were deleted. At the time every 
metropolitan daily carried editorials 
thanking the gods of journalism that 
a peril had been averted and the 
freedom of the press preserved. 

‘When the bill was first proposed, 
I wrote the President a long letter of 
protest, pointing out the enormous 
cost, the impossibility of enforce- 
ment, and the overwhelming irrita- 
tions that could not have other effect 
than the impairment of morale. 
What I suggested was a Committee 
on Information that stood for ex- 
pression rather than suppression. 
Approving the idea, he asked me to 
accept the post of chairman, and I 
took office in April, 1917. 

‘Admirals and generals, reared in 
a school of iron secrecy, went in for 
hair-tearing at once, and out of re- 
gard for their fears a voluntary 
agreement was worked out that 
made every paper its own censor, 
putting it up to the common sense 
and patriotism of editors to protect 
purely military information of value 
to the enemy. The specific desires 
of the Army and the Navy were 
printed on a card that carried this 
explicit statement: “These requests 
to the press are without larger 
authority than the necessities of the 
war-making branches. Their en- 
forcement is a matter for the press 
itself,’ 

Blackleg Newsmen 


*, . . 99% of the press and the 
magazines lived up to the agreemént, 
but a careless or recalcitrant 1% en- 
tirely destroyed effectiveness. Noth- 
ing could be done to the offenders, 
for unlike other professions, the 
press is without an ethical code, and 
has no rules governing individual 
conduct. A lawyer can be disbarred, 
the license of a doctor may be re- 
voked, and an unworthy minister 
may be unfrocked, but there is no 
power of any kind to deal with a 
blackleg newspaper man. As early 
as July, 1917, I saw the hopeless- 
ness of the situation, and, shrugging 
it off as a bad and unworkable job, 
clamped a censorship on the cables 
and the wireless. This done, what 
the papers printed, or what the in- 
dividual said, ceased to be of major 
importance, for it could not get out 
of the country. 

‘I insist that this is what should 
be done today and that it is all that 
can be done. Congress will never 
enact a press censorship law, and 
any attempt to gain the passage of 
such legislation would be disastrous 
as far as national unity is concerned. 
As a matter of truth, even if Con- 
gress could be induced to pass a 
press censorship law, and if the 
press could be won to acquiescence, 
no ‘preconceived plan of Operation’ 
and no amount of trained personnel 
could make it work. 

‘What, after all, is information of 
value to the enemy? The movement 
of ships and the movement of 
troops? The location of shipyards 
and aviation plants? Good Lord! 
Such information is available to any 
enemy agent with eyes and ears and 
legs. Out of bitter experience I as- 
sert that there are no two admirals, 
no two generals, who can or will 
agree on just what is ‘information 
| of value to the enemy.’ 

‘My real objection to any censor- 
ship of the press, applied internally, 
is that it works inevitably to pro- 
tect blunderers, incompetents and 
grafters. Consider, if you please, this 
instruction laid down by Censor 
Byron Price in his rules for the 
press which bars specific information 
about war contracts, such as the 
exact type of production, production 
schedules, dates of delivery or pro- 
gress of production; estimated sup- 
plies of strategic and critical mater- 
ials available. 

‘What utter nonsense! Hardly a 
day passes that some row between 
officials does not reveal every fact 
about our stock piles of rubber, 
aluminum, steel, copper and other 
stategic materials. And what about 
Congress? When was there ever 








anything more explicit with respect 
to production than the Truman re. 
port? Or the savage attacks of Sen. 
ator Harry Byrd, particularly that 
one in which he charged that out of 
an expenditure of ten billions, we 
had received less than $425,000,000 
worth of vital equipment? 

‘To observe such a rule is to con- 
tinue the ghastly inefficiency that 
marked the whole preparedness 
effort from May 28, 1940, right up to 
December 7, 1941. Had there been 
real criticism of the welter of alpha- 
betical agencies that squandered bil- 
lions in building ‘the great arsenal of 
democracy,’ we should not have had 
a Pearl Harbor, a Wake Island, a 
Guam, or the tragedy of the Philip- 
pines where General MacArthur 
waged desperate battle against over- 
whelming odds and without adequate 
equipment. And unless criticism is 
permitted, unless incompetents are 
scourged from office by the lash of 
public opinion, we will do little 
better. 

Conceal At The Source 

‘Of course- there is information 
that must be kept from the enemy, 
but such information must be con- 
cealed at the source, for if anything 
about our battle plans, our new in- 
ventions and technical improvements 
is permitted to reach the ears of a 
reporter, rest assured that it can and 
will be heard by an enemy agent. 

The One Answer 

‘I have said before, and I say 
again, that a censorship of the cables 
and the radio—a censorship limited 
to military information and not 
touching public opinion in any de- 
gree—is the one answer. That done, 
let us have full information, with 
free speech and a free press con- 
tributing to the unhampered public 
discussion that is a democracy’s one 
safeguard against inefficiency, bu- 
reaucratic stupidity, clique control, 
and actual dishonesty, in the ex- 
penditure of public funds. 

‘The morale of a free people, in 
the last analysis, depends upon the 
feeling of the citizen that he is be- 
ing given the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth. Any- 
thing short of that is bound to re- 
sult in disaster, for no matter how 
much the truth may be suppressed, 
sooner or later it is going to come 
out. And when it does come out, 
the reaction blinds people to accom- 
plishment, and shatters morale by 
inducing the conviction that every- 
thing told them has been a lie.’ 


They Live Forever 
Off, Chas. Vanda 


Now on Coast 


‘They Live Forever’ is being drop- 
ped by CBS after the June 7 broad- 
cast. Reason given by the network’s 
program heads is that the morale 
series dedicated to the war dead has 
exhausted the subject. Sunday night 
series started March i and has 
drawn unusual attention for a sus- 
tainer presented without Govern- 
ment cooperation, 

Charles Vanda, CBS production 
head on the Coast, who was brought 
east to produce the series, left Fri- 
day (22) on an assignment to audi- 
tion several Hollywood program 
packages for the network. He will 
probably not return in time to di- 
rect either of the concluding ‘They 
Live Forever’ broadcasts. 

Howard Teichman has been au- 
thoring the series, with Jerry Law- 
rence assisting on research. Lyn 
Murray arranges and conducts the 
music. 


Ernest Anderson to Blue 


Ernest Anderson, formerly with 
CBS, has joined the sales promotion 
staff of the Blue Network. 

He’s specializing in the writing of 
presentations for salesmen. 


James Shattuck Into Navy 

James Shattuck, client representa- 
tive in the CBS program service de- 
partment, has resigned to take & 
commission of Lieutenant (junior 
grade) in the Navy. 

With his departure, the department 
is being abolished. 

















bor Oe wre 


























— se ee le ee a ee 








yor & yer 

















Wednesday, May 27, 1942 


VARIETY 


RADIO 29 





2nd Preliminary Report—Z4x7E7Y Showmanship Survey 


RADIO CRITICISM INSPECTS WAR MESSAGES: 


{ This is number two of the preliminary reports of what ‘Va- a complete statement will be published and, it is expected, one 


riety’ is discovering in its current wartime radio showmanship 
survey of advertising-sponsored program cooperation with 
‘official’ messages suggested by the Office of Facts and Figures 
and scheduled through the new so-called network allocation 


plan. 


1 At the conclusion of the four-week period, May 15-June 15, 








By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


Lest it be overlooked: never before in any war has the role 
of entertainment media of all kinds been so dynamic in 
its scope and in the expectations of Government. Radio 
is the newest, most penetrating, most plausible of these 
media, but the total job also cal!s for the participation of 
moving pictures, popular music, dance orchestras, vaudeville, 


night clubs, the concert platform, ete. There are two obser- 
vations to be made concerning the tout ensemble of morale 
support from entertainment. First, the present recognition 
within entertainment of this responsibility to the nation. 
Second, the present recognition within Government of the 
ability of entertainment to create and sustain sound public 
states of mind. 

‘Variety’s’ current survey of wartime radio showmanship 
by advertisers and their agencies is down to definite, specific 
identified and analyzed cases this week. Precisely what is 
being done by commercially sponsored programs (the ones 
with the big, and therefore essential, audiences) to eluci- 
date the problems of the day? This question is being an- 
swered through the May 15-June 15 period by the simple 
method of professional ‘Variety’ radio criticism. Ingenuity 
and effectiveness are the ideals of attainment. Routine, 
perfunctory cooperation in war messages will be called just 
that. For the comments and conclusions published in these 
preliminary reports, and ultimately in the final report, blame 
or credit this newspaper. The responsibility is fully as- 
sumed by ‘Variety’ but, to again repeat, this wholesale ex- 
amination of war effort in a given field is with the full 
knowledge and active support of the Office of Facts and 
Figures. 


Poetry, Rural Characters, Catholic Priest, 
Pointed Questions in War Service 


During the past week there were widely-varied examples 
of showmanly projection of the ideas of automobile pooling, 
War Bonds, the need for contributions to the recreational 
centers of the United Service Organizations. These ranged 
from recitation of a poem on the Ted Bates agency program, 
‘Women of Courage,’ to a complete continuity between ‘Lum 
and Abner’ on one Alka-Seltzer program and an eloquent 
appeal by a Catholic priest on another program (‘Quiz Kids’) 
of the same account. 

Mrs. Anna Jordon Heffler of New York City wrote the 
poem used by ‘Women of Courage.’ It follows: 

‘HAVE YOU A BOND?’ 
Have you a bond? 

Or will you wait until the Japs and the Huns, 

Their fiendish plans, so long begun, 

Invade this country, now so free, 

Ignoring right and liberty 

And confiscate the cash you hoard, 

Because you think you can’t afford 
To have a bond? 


Have you a bond? 
Or are you trying hard to dodge 
The issue by mere camouflage? 
Is it so hard for you to see 
What will become of you and me 
Unless we do our level best, 
And sacrifice all we possess, 

To have a bond? 


Have you a bond? 

Or when this bloody war is won, 

And the clouds have covered the ‘Rising Sun’ 

Shall you be of the few who have failed to subscribe 

To the loan to abolish the hateful tribe? 

Or shall you be of the majority 

Who have given their all, that our land may be free? 
Have you a bond? 


Lucky Strikes, through Lord & Thomas, followed the 
obviously sensible course for any question-and-answer enter- 
tainment on its ‘Information, Please’ program in having the 
questions include war-slanted thoughts. For example play- 
ing ‘Any Bonds Today?’ and asking that it be identified. 
Clifton Fadiman then launched into what he said was an 
unprepared statement about the coming visits to New York 
homes of thousands of bond-selling Minute Men. Next 
question on President Roosevelt’s eight points also made 
reference to his (F. D. R.’s) recommendation of regular 
investment in government securities. 


Off-the-Elbow Treatment Of 
War Messages Still Too Common 


However, many, still too many, of the government mes~ 
Sages were rapped out in slapdash manner. Ben Bodec of 
‘Variety’ in running a gamut of the higher-ranking night- 
time revues found most of the shows left the messages to 
be squeezed in, without over-much forethought, so that the 
result was not in the best know-how of radio. Exceptions 
were, Bodec noted, when the star nersonality would infuse 
his own sincerity into the readijg. Off-the-elbow ‘honors’ 
went to the Boh Hope show ix which before the last word on 
war bonds was finished s¢ a gallop the comic cut in with a 
curt ‘Okay, Skimn2y, let’s go’ as the music cue. One gag, 
more or less, if fhe show was running late, might have been 
a better siution than this sluffo on Uncle Sam’s bonds. 

€T@ remain, too, those listeners who headshake when 


or more awards be made to advertisers or advertising agencies 
which have, within the terms of this showmanship survey, dis- 
played exceptional ingenuity and effectiveness in the manner 
they have mounted, scripted and presented wartime morale 


themes in the publicizing of which the Government has asked 


their cooperation. 














the phrase comes through, ‘origin of this program at Camp 
————— does not constitute an endorsement of the product 
by the War Department.’ Nor is it either subtle or patriotic 
to insist, as Bromo-Seltzer did, in placing a bottle of the 
product on the shelf of a U.S.O. soldier hall. 


Reason-Why Urgings to Buy Bonds 
Illustrate Scope of Imagination 


Some commercials revealed wartime ideas of their own 
outside the immediate thematic recommendation of the 
O.F.F. For instance, ‘Young Dr. Malone’ stressed purchase 
of larger-sized packages of cereal on the grounds of fewer 
shopping trips, less cardboard containers were thereby re- 
quired 

Scattered examples of direct cooperation with bond drive 
included these: 

Lionel Barrymore, Cecil DeMille and Anita Louise dis- 
cussing their own bond commitments on the Lux hour. 

Wheeling Steel’s employee show put the bond idea in 
terms of working hard for victory ordnance, and investing 


Kids As Bond ‘Commandos’ 


Buffalo, May 26. 

Newest patriotic offshoot locally is ‘Court of Honor’ on 
WGR which is training a teen-age ‘Commando Corps’ to 
sell War Bonds and Stamps. Children start out as ‘privates,’ 
and advance up the ranks as their sales mount. Show goes 
on Saturday evenings with special armbands and plenty 
hoopla for the kids. 

Sustainer started Saturday (16) with 10 boys sworn in 
by Army recruiting officer, Maj. Winston V. Morrow. By 
second broadcast they had reported in sales totaling $2,200, 
and were ‘promoted’ to corporals. New children, picked 
from volunteers, will be added at each broadcast. 

Show is brainchild of Jack Gelzer, chief announcer, and 
has been offered to Treasury for patterning after local 
tryout. 




















the cash rewards of hard work in victory tickets. 

‘Against the Storm’ (P & G) devoted its script to the 
post-war and better world. The announcer’s question, 
‘Mother, what is the most important thing you buy today 
for your children?,’ and her reply, ‘Why, their food, I guess,’ 
drew the comment, ‘No, today you are buying their free- 
dom through bonds.’ 

Benton & Bowles’ Shinola show, ‘Lincoln Highway,’ on 
Saturday morning (12) interrupted the farce in which Wil- 
liam Gaxton was starring to have a solemn voice speak of 
a man who ioved his freedom, family and country but did 
too little for the country and so lost all. The tramp of 
marching conquerors, the single shot of a firing squad punc- 
tuated the reason-why. Then came the exhortation to put 
aside 10% of income for bonds. 

Ruthrauff & Ryan’s copy on war stamps as embodied in 
‘Ellery Queen’ last week is reprinted verbatim as a sampie 
of good, socko message writing. The imaginary author 
speaks: 

Queen: Thank you, Nikki. It is true that I spend a great 
deal of my time editing and writing but my major purpose 
in life is to bring criminals to justice—to see that they are 
put where they cannot terrorize decent people again. To- 
day the most vicious gang of international criminals in all 
history is loose in the world. So we Americans have or- 
ganized—a wrathful united army of men, women and chil- 
dren—to track down these criminals together. You're in 
this army, even if you’re not shouldering a gun—not every- 
one can. But everyone can take a shot at the Axis just the 
same—with no more effort than it takes to stop at your 
corner drug store. Because one 25c War Stamp bought from 
your druggist puts 12 bullets into the magazine of an Amer- 
ican’s gun—yes, 12 bullets and you may be sure our boys 
will deliver your 12 messages to the Nazis and Japs without 
fail. And that 25c War Stamp not only means 12 shots at 
the Axis—it’s also an investment, because your 25c imme- 
diately -goes to work earning money for you, money you 
will get back with interest after it has done its share for 
Victory. So buy bullets through War Stamps from your 
druggist tonight., Yes, and tomorrow and the next day and 
the day after that—buy War Stamps every day until the day 
of Victory. 

The following loosely assorted paragraphs have been ex- 
tracted from the growing file on wartime radio showman- 
ship of this newspaper. These brief critiques may, in pub- 
lished form, shed useful illumination, possibly guiding in- 
terested parties and, in passing, should help give to readers 
of ‘Variety’ a mosaic of detail enriching to their under- 
standing of current activity. 

Critical comment on recent message-bearing broadcasts: 

Vox Pop, Monday night, May 18, CBS: U.S.O, Broadcast 
originated at a navy flying field at Corpus Christi, Tex. 
Cadets, a cook, Lieutenant Commander O’Hare, who shot 
down six Jap planes), and officer who was at Pearl Harbor 
the morning the Japs attacked it, and others, took part. 
Message for U.S.O. was not dovetailed into program as might 
have been. No first-hand statement of what U.S.O. had 
done or was doing, but a ‘sketch’ in which a 22-year-old girl 
took Warren Hull through a new U.S.O. building. Sounded 
rehearsed, with not too-convincing sound effects, ete. Kid- 
ding of Hull as ‘The Green Hornet’ (mentioned he had ap- 
peared in such a film serial) seemed extraneous, as was 
Hull’s remark about a bottle of Bromo-Seltzer being at the 


soda fountain in U.S.O. building. There had been lots of 
plugging and necessity for another bang on the drums dur- 
ing the U.S.O. message was dubious taste. 

‘Voice of Broadway,’ Tuesday night, CBS: Automobile 
pooling theme worked in by Dorothy Kilgallen via a pre- 
liminary squib about a film star motorcycling to the studio 
daily to save tires. She used the announcer to integrate the 
message further. Her’s was one of the strongest statements 
heard: ‘Synthetic rubber? About 1947... Those who take 
joy rides in cars are ‘guilty of sabotage,’ failing to double 
up, where possible, is ‘criminal negligence.’ 

Bob Burns, Tuesday night, CBS: War bonds. An effective 
opening declaration, after he had done ‘The Arkansas Trav- 
eler’ routine, that ‘1 am not speaking as Bob Burns, but as 
an ex-marine and a guy who pays taxes.’ Then a talk about 
the necessity for bullets, etc., to win wars; the necessity for 
getting the equipment and supplies to the boys in time. ‘Set 
up a plan of giving a dime out of every dollar. Our boys are 
giving their lives for liberty.’ 

‘Quiz Kids,’ Wednesday night, the Blue: War bonds, 
Father Flanagan, of Boys’ Town, delivered a warm, touch- 
ing, human appeal, combining the idealistic, spiritual and 
practical, to children and, indirectly, to their parents. ‘Our 
beloved President has prepared a plan by which every 
man, woman and child can do his part in the war on the 
home front.’ Reference to the struggle to preserve Chris- 
tianity. ‘Every child should buy stamps and bonds. Every 
child should make a sacrifice that these stamps and bonds 
be bought. Your pennies, dimes, quarters and occasional 
dollars’ should be turned into purchase of stamps and bonds 
to pay for the tanks, airplanes, etc., for ‘our beloved boys.’ 
‘I have great faith in you children. You have never failed 
in a great national crisis and you will not fail in this one, 
God bless you and your good parents. Pray that man may 
be free throughout the world from the thralldom of slavery 
and that the children of the world may be free.’ 

‘Dr. Christian’ Wednesday night, CBS: Jean Hersholt in- 
troducead Mrs. Edward G. Robinson, chairman of women’s 
U.S.O. division of California. She gave a straight-from- 
the-shoulder talk on U.S.O. and why everyone should con- 
tribute to it. Sounded very sincere. Hersholt pointed up 
several lines. Previously, announcer had plugged war bonds. 
Noted he also tied this in with advertising: save by buying 
the product and invest money saved in stamps and bonds. 

‘John’s Other Wife,’ Thursday a.m., Blue: U.S.O. Message 
set in form of brief dialogue between two women characters, 

‘Lorenzo Jones,’ Thursday afternoon, NBC: War bonds. 
First several minutes of dialogue between Jones and his 
wife devoted to idea he had ‘sold’ two other employees of 
small garage to make regular payroll deductions. He has 
been asked to serve on a committee to get everyone in town 
to do likewise. Village bank president mentioned as taking 
part in movement. Wife said that even though she was 
giving a Red Cross first aid course, it was not enough. She 
thought she should do more for the war effort, etc. Simply, 
directly put, and in its quiet way, registered well. 


Translate War for Survival Into 
Lum and Abner Pine Creek Twang 


‘Lum ’n’ Abner,’ Thursday night, Blue: U.S.O. Entire 
sketch threaded around U.S.O. and what it does. Put in the 
simplest common denominator so that anyone who could 
hear would understand. Pine Creek pair are running, on 
the side, a book publishing company, receiving a lot of 
‘novels’ from villagers but doing no business. Wholesale 
house pressing them for payment. L&A have only $43 in 
the till. A lady phones to ask a donation to U.S.O. Lum 
refuses; does not know what it is or means. In comes 
‘Cedric,’ who can’t read. Hands Lum a letter from a soldier 
boy. Lum reads it, with comments by Abner. Soldier ex- 
plains about U.S.O, building and what organization does ‘to 
keep us fellows from being too homesick.’ ‘Show movies, get 
us books to read, try to give you all the pleasures of home. 
We sure like the U.S.O. It’s just like a mother to you,’ 
Abner asks if U.S.O. wasn’t the organization to which the 
women had asked, via phone, for a contribution. At climax 
Lum reaches for phone and declares, ‘We are making a 
contribution to the U.S.O.2 Abner asks where money is 
coming from. Lum says he’s turning over the $43. Abner 
protests. ‘What will the wholesale house say?’ ‘What will 
happen to our store?’ Lum punch-lines: ‘The best way to 
have our store and our possessions is to be sure we take 
care of our soldier boys.’ 

During reading of letter, ‘holes’ are mentioned. This is 
where censor has cut out names, etc. Via dialogue between 
the characters, the necessity for and rough outline of mili- 
tary censorship are brought out. 

‘Amos ’n’ Andy,’ Thursday, CBS: U.S.O. Straight plug at 
finish. Puzzling installment in a sketch about a fat, rich 
colored widow, who is trying to run her own war projects: 
nutrition course, first aid course, women’s army, etc. May 
have been intended to discourage unorganized and unchan- 
neled efforts by individuals, and to promote participation 
in movements by recognized agencies. A reference to wom- 
an’s chauffeur and an “X” card was not clear. That may 
have been the cue for next installment. 

Kraft Music Hall, Thursday night, NBC: War bonds. Fol- 
lowing an interview with Admiral Johnson, stationed in Los 
Angeles (about enlistments, classes open in Naval Reserve, 
ete.), Bing Crosby read a message in Crosby language. He 
knew what ‘all soldiers, sailors and coast guardsmen’ were 
doing: buying bonds. Asked everybody to do the same, ‘to 
clip the Nips. Emphasized payroll deduction plan. Well 
phrased and delivered. The admiral thanked Crosby for 
what the latter had done to aid Navy Relief. 


























Ss cont niga ate ea 














% 


VARIETY 








Gags and Sentiment End ‘Hi, Gang’ 
(Bebe Daniels, Ben Lyon, Vic Oliver) 
Run on BBC After 78 Broadcasts 





London, May 5. 

‘Hi Gang’ radio frolic left the air 
May 3 with its 78th broadcast. The 
event was treated by BBC and Lon- 
don showfolks generally as a com- 
bination gag-and-sentiment occasion. 
The premises were awash in celeb- 
rities and the evening was an auto- 
graph nuts’ paradise. 

Passing the portals were Charles 
Cochran, Noel Coward, David Niven, 
Beatrice Lillie, Jack Buchanan, 
Flanagan and Allen, Frances Day, 
Arthur Askey, Jack Warner, Evelyn 
Laye, Ivor Novello, Frank Lawton, 
Christopher Stone, Major Eric 
Maschwitz, Teddy Brown, Judy 
Campbell, Sarah Churchill, Sydney 
Howard, Jack Hylton, Constance 
Cummings, Pat Kirkwood, Mark 
Ostrer, Elizabeth Allen, Marcel Var- 
nel, Firth Shephard, Benn Levy, Val 
Parnell, Teddy Carr, Diana Wyn- 
yard, Sandy MacPherson, Henry Cot- 
ton, Big Bill Campbell, Jack Payne, 
Michael Redgrave, Max Bacon, Man- 
ning Sherwin, Leslie Macdonnell. 

Studio became a hive of activity 
long before ‘Hi Gang’ was due to 
take the air. Biggest culprits were 
Frances Day and Bud Flanagan 
clowning before the mike. 


Broadcast began with the Hen- 


derson Twins, daughters of Dick 
Henderson, English comic and 
former Keith standard act, in 


‘Boogie, Woogie.’ Bebe Daniels, Vic 
Oliver and Ben Lyon followed with 
(Continued on page 52) 





‘RADIO READER’ IDEA 


CKAC Tries It In French a La Van 
Doren on CBS 








Montreal, May 26. 

Two weeks after the Columbia 
Broadcasting System in New York 
began its experimental ‘Radio Read- 
er’ (Mark Van Doren) series with 
Nathaniel Hawthorne's ‘Scarlet Let- 
ter’ read verbatim from the original 
text Station CKAC has started a like 
procedure in French. 

Ferdinand Biondi is giving daily 
readings under the title of ‘Roman 
Feuilleton’ (serial novel) and his 
first book is Alexandre Dumas’ 
‘Black Tulip.’ 





— 


Hitler’s Literary Criticism 
Excoriated in Mexico 
Mexico City, May 26. 
Ninth anniversary (9) of Hitler’s 
burning in public in Berlin of books 
that displeased him because they 
socked Nazism was celebrated with 
a special ceremony, featuring talks, 
songs and music by leading Mexican 
Democrats and important artistic 
European refugees at local station 
XEB. 
Station is owned by the Buen Tono 
Cigarette Co., a French enterprise. 


JUAREZ OUTLET 
WORRIES 
TEXANS 


El Paso, Texas, May 26. 

Concern is being evidenced here 
of the opening of station XELO at 
Juarez, Mexico, just across the bor- 
der. Station is operated by W. E. 
Branch, although license is issued to 
a Mexican corporation. Station fs 
operating on the 800 kilocycle band 
with a power of 150,000 watts. 

A protest against operation of the 
station was made by the U. S. State 
Department to the Mexican govern- 
ment, and to Dr. Armando Mencia, 
director of the Inter-America Radio 
Office in Havana on_ technical 
grounds. Under the Havana Treaty, 
800 kilocycle band was to be re- 
served for a station in the Mexican 
province of Sonora, which is remote 
from the border. 

In the complaints, State Depart- 








ment points out the fact that the sta-. 


tion ‘operating on the 800 band is 
causing interference with stations 
WBAP, Fort Worth, and WFAA, 
Dallas, as well as with stations in 
this city and surrounding area. 
Another concern is that the sta- 
tion will function chiefly as a mail 





order house and revive the practices 
of Norman Baker and Dr. Brinkley. 























iE, decided on a new show the other day 
 —and fancy stuff was out. 
No garrulous m.c.’s...no escapist 


drama... nothing but the good old- 


fashioned entertainment that gave Radio its start— 


NEWS and MUSIC. 


It’s on the air now—I1 to 5 P. M. across the 
board. On the hour, top-flight MBS commentators, 
On the half-hour, world wide news flashes. And 


in between— MUSIC! 


We think there’s something about war time that 
calls for this old-fashioned kind of program. And 
preliminary surveys tend to bear us out. 

At any rate, we're giving war-occupied Pittsburgh 
what busy people will take time to hear. 

And right now, Pittsburghers are busy! . 





The Kaly Agency 





MUTUAL BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Mary Mason Retires From 
‘Maudie’s Diary’ for Baby; 
Non-Audience Shows Okay 


Mary Mason, title actress of the 
‘Maudie’s Diary’ program, bows off 
the show after three or four more 
broadcasts because of approaching 
motherhood. Her regular contract 
expires with tomorrow night's 
(Thursday) episode on CBS, and 
she'll be on a week-to-week basis 
thereafter, retaining billing and the 
same salary. 

Although actual maternity isn’t 
due until fall, Miss Mason has to re- 
linquish the show because it airs 
before a visual audience and the 
Maudie character is that of a 17- 
year-old girl. However, Miss Mason 
is continuing her appearance on 
programs not having studio audi- 
ences. She has a regular part on the 
‘Help Mate’ serial on NBC and 
plays the lead Friday night (29) on 
‘Grand Central Station,’ also on the 
Red. She closed Saturday night (23) 
in the legit comedy, ‘Cafe Crown,’ 
at the Cort theatre, N. Y., and is not 
playing the subway-circuit tour with 
the play. Her husband, Pvt. Carl 
Fisher, of the U. S. Signal Corps, 
is currently company manager of 
‘This Is the Army,’ Irving Berlin's 
forthcoming soldier musical comedy. 
With Miss: Mason due to retire in 
a few weeks from ‘Maudie,’ the Ted 
Bates agency is trying out several 
other actresses for the title part on 
the Wonder Bread show. Patricia 
Ryan did the repeat broadcast last 
week and other ingenues will be 
tried on the repeat stanza the next 
few weeks. All will be recorded, 
with the selection being made from 
the platters. 

Continental Baking has renewed 
the option on the series, the new 13- 
week cycle starting with the June 4 
broadcast. Albert G. Miller, who 
scripts it, may be called soon for 
induction into the Army, but that is 
uncertain. Basil Loughrane, who di- 
rects it, is not exclusive on the 
show. 


Too Many Bosses 


Hit Canada Radio, 
Parliament Told 


Montreal, May 26. 

*Too Many Bosses,’ is what pubiie 
ownership in radio is suffering from, 
said Gordon Graydon, Member of 
Parliament, before the House of 
Commons radio committee Friday 
(22). Under the present organiza- 
tion of the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp., two cabinet ministers are con- 
cerned in its administration, the 
beard of governors proposes to set 
up an executive committee and there 
is division of authority between the 
general manager and assistant gen- 
eral manager, said Graydon. 

Rene Morin, CBC chairman, said 
the organization had been designed 
to give closer control of a rapidly 
growing set-up. Under this plan ap- 
pointment of persons with a salary 
of more than $4,000 a year was re- 
quired to be ratified by the finance 
committee instead of only approved 
by the general manager. 

Gladstone Murray’s Status 

Before the House radio committee 
Wednesday (20) M. J. Coldwell, 
Canadian Commonwealth Federation 
leader in the House, said that CBC 
general manager, Gladstone Murray 
‘is no longer general manager.’ 

‘Was this the result of lack of con- 
fidence in the general manager?’ 
Coldwell asked. 

‘Lack of confidence in his ability 
in financial matters,’ said Morin, 

Morin said the general manager 
retained control of programs and 
internal management. 

Augustin Frigon, assistant general 
manager, is also financial controller, 
it was stated in committee. 


Benny to St. Joseph, Mo. 


Hollywo>d, May 26. 
St. Joseph, Mo. the town where 
they all ‘loved him’ as a vaudevillian, 
will. be on Jack Benny's itinerary 
when he tours the U. 8. camps and 
bases during the first 18 weeks of 
his next radio season. 
The town is expected to make 
Benny's visit a gala civic event as 
the air comic put it on the a 
0 














aided by Johnny Mercer's lyrics 
‘Blues in the Night.’ 





Argentine Activities 


By RAY JOSEPHS 


Buenos Aires, May 10. 
Hortensia Galvan and Arnaldo A. 
Chamot opened on Radio Mundo 
(LR 1) Thursdays at 12:45 by Mistol 
(U. S. cold remedy) will feature 
‘Plancha del Dia.’ 














A. B, Dougall, owner of Radio 
Excelsior (LRS) announces modern- 
ization of transmission style although 
general program ideas are to be re- 
tained. Station which operates with 
LT 8, Radio Rosario, is known as 
the ‘English Station’ since Dougall 
although Argentine-born is operator 
of the English-language daily ‘The 
Standard’ and carries many pro- 
grams of British companies some of 
them in English. 





Radie Argentina (LR 2) has com- 
pleted line-up of its web which in- 
cludes LT 8, Rosario, LV 2, Cordoba, 
LV 12, Tucuman and LU 7 in Bahia 
Bianca. 





Leonor Rinaldi and _ Francisco 
Charmiello inked for Radio Belgrano 
(LR 3) by Jaime Yankelevich. 





Adelfo R. Aviles, former commen- 
tator on Radio Splendid ( LR 4) pre- 
senting Paul Ellis, Argentine actor, 
long in the U. S., to local radio audi- 
ences for first time. 





H. M. Winters and family arrive 
by air from the U. S. Winters special- 
izes in radio equipment for RCA 
Victor Argentina. 





Victor opens dance program Sun- 
day nights from 9 to 11 p.m. on Radio 
Mitre (LR 6). 





Puerte Rico Coffee trying local 
airwaves for first time with a drama- 
tization of ‘Maria de la O’ with the 
company of Arte Andaluz on Radio 
Prieto (LS 2). ‘Maria de la O,’ 
which has been a Spanish song and 
a Spanish-made film has been drama- 
tized for air by Salvador Valverde. 





Trini Arias, Radio commentator 
inked by Radio Feniz for ‘Cine So- 
cial’ program daily at 2:15. Jose R. 
Chao Monson doing news gathering 
for program. 





Sidney Ross now operated by 
Sterling Products introduces new 
program on Radio Mundo plugging 
Mejoral, headache powder, with 
Lucio Demare, Trio Mastra, singer 
Enrique Carbel, written by Claudio 
Martinez Paiva. 





Yerba Napoleon, mate, sets new 
a Se a 
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War Prices Board Broadcasts Daily 
In Canada Via Soldier's 


Wife’ Show 


Montreal, May 26. 

War Time Prices and Control 
Board is sponsor of a program titled 
‘Soldier’s Wife’ which teed off May 
18 and will run indefinitely 15-ming 
every morning, Mondays through 
Fridays, over Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp national network. The Board 
aims to propagandize all its rulings, 
such as anti-hoarding, price control, 
general war effort, and advice to 
the wives of enlisted men on house- 
hold economics. 

Housewives are invited to send in 
questions to the Board on their 
special problems, which will be 
answered promptly over the air. 


ROBERT FRASER OF BBC 
DIRECT TO WINS, N. Y. 


Station WINS, New York, starts 
next week a series by Robert Fiaser, 
BBC commentator, by shortwave 
pickup from London. It’s believed 
to be first such series aired by a 
local independent outlet. Number of 
additional shortwaved news pro- 
grams from various foreign orig- 
inations are expected to be added 
presently. 

Fraser series, beginning June 2, 
will be heard regularly at 6:45 p.m, 
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, 
—- will be made by Press Wire- 
ess, 


Riggs, Cash, Felix Mills 
Fill for Burns & Allen 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Hot weather special in the Burns 
and Allen spot beginning July 7 wil! 
include Tommy Riggs, Jimmy Cash, 
Bill Goodwin and Felix Mills music. 
Hendrik Booraem produces. 


Bob Vice Bing Crosby 


Hollywood, May 26. 
Bob Crosby will be brother Bing'’s 
pinch hitter on Kraft this summer. 
He stays on just as long as Bing 
wants to stay away. 























series on Radio Excelsior daily ex- 
cept Sunday from 5:30 to 6:00. 





Nestle Argentino starts Monday 
and Thursday series on Belgrano 
dramatization of novel of Pedro J. 
Cohucelo, ‘La Cileguecifa de las 
Rosas’ (‘Little Blind Girl of the 
Rosas’). 





Nini Marshall radio star inked for 
Radio Splendid on Geniol (local as- 
pirin) program. 
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} BAD TASTE IN 
OW MUaT oT OP 


Officials Play Recordings to 
Illustrate What They 
Frown Upon —Broadcast- 
ers Get Two Weeks to 

: Organize for Clean-Up— 

Stations Afraid to |Bring 

Up ‘Propaganda’ Issue 








HOT VERBAL SESSION 





Sele e ee, See 





Buenos Aires, May 15. 

Argentine broadcasters — largest 
group of commercial transmitters in 
the world outside the U. S.—have 
just been given two weeks to form 
their own association and clean 
house ‘or else.’ Station owners were 
called in by Dr. Horacio Rivarola, 
head of the Direccion General de 
Correas y Telegrafos (Postoffice) and 
teld that the present radio situation 


especially as regards the type of pro- 
grams and advertising could not be 
permitted to continue. 
Giving actual examples of what he 
; meant, Rivarola’s radio chief, Adolfo 
Constantino, played recordings of 
programs from Radio Belgrano 
(LR 3) one of the two largest local 
stations, and from Radio de Pueblo, 
one of the smaller stations. Com- 
piaint was that such programs were 
an abuse of the listening audience 
and that particularly certain alleged 
melodramatic and comic programs 
constituted not only a horror to the 
ear but an affront to good taste, cul- 
ture and radio broadcasting tech- 
nique. 
: Free-for-all verbal session followed 
which turned out to be one of the 
hottest here in radio history with 
Rivarola first good naturedly baiting 
the broadcasters and then telling 
them that he did not intend to let 
the situation continue and that if 
broadcasters themselves didn’t clean 
house and improve, he would do 
some sweeping out himself. 
Although Rivarola’s office has re- 
cently done a great deal of cracking 
down on stations which carried what 
was considered ‘propaganda’ either 
for the democracies or for the Axis, 
nothing was said during the session 
about political broadcasting. A num- 
ber of broadcasters were anxious to 
bring up the question but none 
wanted to take the chance of baiting 
the officials who have in recent 
i months followed the practice of tele- 
phoning their instructions to stations, 
especially those ordered to tone 
down their pro-democratic material, 
so that there would be nothing on 
the record. 


CLASSIC DRAMA BRIEFS 
ON CBC BY WILKIE 


Toronto, May 26. 
New Sunday evening sustainer. 
series begins June 7 on CBC when 
Allan Wilkie, Frediswyde Hunter- 
Watts, and extraneous characters, 
launch ‘Dramatic Cameos,’ 15-min. 
Stanzas skedded for 11-11:15 EDT. 
Will be handled by Rupert Lucas. 
Wilkie is reputedly the only British 
by actor awarded the Order of the 
British Empire. Miss Hunter-Watts 
is his wife. Pair will start off with 
the murder scene from ‘Macbeth.’ 
Others in series will include the 
quarrel scene from ‘School for Scan- 
dal, the prologue on Woolsley’s 
downfall from ‘Henry VIII,’ Marc 
Antony’s tration from ‘Julius Cae- 
sar,’ the drunken porter scene and 
the murder scene from ‘Macbeth,’ 
and others of similar calibre. 
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Corey Thomson, CFCF, Montreal, 
hewscaster, last week completed 
nine years of uninterrupted news- 
casting under sponsorship of the 
Elmhurst Dairy Ltd. A birthday 
party in the studio with staff ft grouped 


CRACKDOWN IN ARGENTINA 





|General Motors Adds 20 
Canadian Stations to Its 
‘Cheers From U.S. Camps’ 


Montreal, May 26. 
General Motors has added 20 
Canadian stations to the Columbia 
hookup that will carry its ‘Cheers 
from Camps’ series starting June 9. 


The Canadian appendage will con- 
sist of Columbia’s Toronto and 
Montreal affiliates plus 18 outlets of 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 








WCCO, Minneapolis, has created a 
staff post of farm editor and ap- 
pointed a genuine dirt farmer, Law- 
rence F. Haeg, to it. He’s also a 
member of the state legislature, 


Father’s Day Stunt 





Montreal, May 26. 
Father’s Day June 22, has in- 
spired Station CKAC to sched- 
ule two groups, one of daddies 
and one of bachelors, for a 
studio program. 
They will be plied with zany 
questions for prizes. 


WBNY INHERITS TIME 
OF DEFUNCT SCHOOLER 


Buffalo, May 26. 
License of WBNY was modified by 
FCC last week to transmit on un- 
limited time. Takes over time por- 
tion previously allotted to WSVS, 














now-silent school-owned outlet. 


Petroleos Mexicanos to Own Station 





Already Extensive User 


of Radio Advertising— 


U.S. Deal Helps Outlook 





Mexico City, May 26. 

Now that it looks as if Mexico 
will be able to go ahead with oil 
on a big business basis, the gov- 
ernment’s petroleum company, 
Petroleos Mexicanos, is completing 
plans to establish its own radio sta- 
tion here. Call letters and power 
of the station have not yet been as- 
signed, but it is understood it will 
be at least 10,000 watts and get go- 
ing before the end of summer. 





Station is to handle exclusively 





all the company’s intensive air 
publicity for its gasoline, plain and 
fancy, oils, lubricants, etc., and les- 
sons to motorists about the cone 
serving care of their cars. Petroleos 
Mexicanos is now a big user of time 
on the government radio stations 
here as well as that of some private 
stations. 





Dave Milligan, continuity writer at 
WFB\M, Indianapolis, has returned to 
work after an appendectomy. 








some time. 
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“WE GOTTA DO 
WHAT WE GOTTA DO..’’ 


says ALBERT H 
THE KROGER GROCERY 


MORRILL, President 


“"We gotta do what we gotta do’ says the pictur- 
esque and central character in one of the widely 
read recent novels. And ‘we gotta’ remember that 
war times are abnormal times; that no matter how 
grim and discouraging they may appear at the 
moment, normal times, peace times, will come again 


“Many, perhaps all, successful businesses in Amer- 
ica have been built by letting the buying public 
know what those businesses had to sell, the excel- 
lency of their products, the reasonableness of their 
prices. They have let them know through the media 
of advertising. Huge sums and great effort have 
been expended on advertising. Advertising has 


& BAKING COMPANY 





easily. 


———— 


created a huge asset called good-will which never 
appears in a balance sheet. 


“But good-will, hard to get, slow to create, precious 
when acquired, can dissolve into thin air all too 


“What ‘we gotta’ remember is that normal times, 


advertising. 


peace times, will return; that against those times we 
must preserve our assets; that among our priceless 
assets, not purchasable over night, is good-will; 
good-will created and retained largely through 


“Advertising geared to war times should be con- 
tinued until peace times come again.” 





yk To the great names in American business whose continued advertising is a flaming symbol! of 
‘aith in America’s future . . . whose fortitude in total waz adds another shout of defiance fo the enemie: 


of free American enterprise and 


democracy . . 


. this space is dedicated by The Nation's Station 
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LA CADENA DE LAS AMERICAS 
Inaugural 

90 Mins. 

Hemispheric 

Tuesday, May 19, 1942 

WABC-CBS, New York 


After various postponements, the 
Latin loop of 76 stations, which col- 
lectively bears the title La Cadena 
de las Americas, was launched last 
Tuesday night (19) in a mixture of 
English, Spanish and Portuguese from 
such scattered pickup points as New 
York, Washington, Hollywood, Nica- 
ragua, Uruguay, Venezuela, but not, 
as announced, Chile. When CES 
from New York ‘called’ to that west 


coast republic Chile wasn’t there. 
The absence of Chile was reported 
in radio trade circles in New York 
as a political omen of Argentinian 
influence. It may also be taken in a 
small way as a hint of some of the 
international complications, on top 
of engineering, financial and lingual 
difficulties, which Paley & Co. had 
to overcome to get La Cadena de las 
Americas going, and, it may be as- 
sumed, to keep it going. 


There is a commitment by each of 
the 76 affiliated stations to re- 
broadcast on its native longwave 
facilities a minimum of one hour 
daily from some seven hours or 
more daily fed out by powerful 
shortwave from New York. CBS 
signal patterns fan downward from 
N. Y. to form in the Latin republics 
three coverage designs, slightly 
overlapping. CBS engineers installed 
special U. S.-built pickup equipment 
in each of the stations so that at 
least there was assurance the Central 
and South American points are 

hysically capable of catching the 

X service, 

The inaugural ceremonies included 

ick-ups from two banquets, one in 

ashington with Henry Wallace, 
Sumner Welles, Nelson Rockefeller 
and Paley, and one in N. Y. with 
President Manuel Prado of Peru. 
Eva Garza, Juan Arvizu, Bidu Sayao, 
Olga Coelho were among the Latin 
entertainers heard (in U. S. A.) and 
of these the Brazilian guitar-and- 
song artist, Mrs. Coelho, was on this 
occasion the most intriguing. Melvyn 
Douglas emceed the N. Y. portions. 

Hollywood displayed the Spanish 
of Edward G. Robinson, Rita (born 
Casino) Hayworth and Jinx Falken- 
burg, of Spanish origin. 

Ronald Colman’s blank verse, or 
whatwasit, on good neighborliness 
was over elocutionary, over senti- 
mental, Many people doubt that 
exaggerated claims for hemispheric 
solidarity that is only partial is wise 
strategy. Skeptics are listening to 
events such as this. Land. 





CHARLIE BEAL 
Piano Sonovox 

15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 6:45 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 


Beal is a Negro piano stylist who 
has been seen in Schenectady night 
clubs for several years. Here he is 
doubling on the sonovox. Handles 


‘THIS IS YOUR ENEMY’ 
Dramatic 

WAR PRODUCTION BOARD 
Sunday, 10:30 p.m. 
WOR-MBS, New York 


| From the War Production Board | 


‘comes this new series dealing with 
‘the monstrous ideologies of the fas- 
| cists. Superficiallty it seems odd that 
the WPB rather than some other 
Government agency should be pro- 


moting these views and saying these 
things. Actually, the picture of fan- 
atics in Berlin directly relates to the 
production line in Detroit, Akron, 
‘etc. The tempo of our workmen 
must quicken as and if they can be 
gotten to sense the unlimited ca- 
pacity for cold-blooded murder 
which is the accomplishment and the 
pride of the true Nazi zealot. ; 

This series will undertake to bring 
to life the men and women, German 
and non-German, who fall afoul of 
the musclemen of the Third Reich, 
who have renounced pity as weak- 
ness, and sentiment except to dear 
Adolph as unworthy a master breed. 
The inaugural broadcast concerned 
itself with the cow-like status of 
women. First, Polish women destined 
for brothels. Then Aryan women 
assigned to impersonal bearing of 
state-sired offspring. Then the chain 
of events that cost one Nazi feminine 
agent her fertility, sterilization be- 
ing the fate maliciously assigned her 
by a high official, with the forced 
consent of her hushand, because of 
her ‘neurotic’ wish to discontinue 
party work and be a mother. 

The episodes singly and together 
were anger-creating. The twisted, 
compassion-suppressing, cruelty-ac- 
cepting Nazis were thoroughly un- 
attractive and yet they retained 
plausibility. That is to say, the latent 
tendency of listeners to disbelief in 
the reality of anything so revolting 
was not ar 

There are psychological under- 
currents to such broadcasts that do 
not readily make themselves felt. 
Are these the first beginnings of a 
‘hate’ campaign? Perhaps. Yet 
wisely the loathing stress is upon 
ideas, with the ~~. eg that as 
men think so are they. The Nazis 
have sold the Germans, all of them 
or part of them, a w viewpoint. 
There is disease of the mind and 
atrophy of the human soul in their 
teachings. Look at the villains it 
produces. Consider the slaughter of 
the innocents. The cases are told 
with simple directness, partially 
played down‘ histrionically. What 
came up and out Sunday night (24) 
like a og 4 negative in the chemical 
vat were three realistic photographs 
of life in Hades. Turn those bolts 
a little faster, Detroit. This has got 
to be stopped. ; 

The script was written by Bernard 
Schoenfeld. It was directed by Frank 
Helfer. Russell Bennet scored it for 
musical background. 

The impact was hard, the after- 
glow grim and crimson. Land. 





pop numbers in distinct fashion, 
treble fingering being clever. 

He is okay on the other instru- 
ment, although thé piano is his 
forte. Jaco. 

















Lost Generation 





Red Skelton’s brat character- 
ization and his catchphrase, ‘I 
dood it,’ have created a big 
word-of-mouth throughout the 
country for Brown & Williamson, 
but the lateness of the hour, 10:30 
p.m., prevents millions of young- 
er children from listening. 

Parents might allow kids to 
stay up late to hear Skelton if 
the night was Friday instead of 
Tuesday. Idea, maybe? 








‘YESTERDAY AND TODAY’ 

With Blue Barron Orch and Glee 
Club, Billy Kover, Blue Notes 
(male quartet), Clyde Burke, Char- 
lie Fisher, Alec Templeton 

Songs, Music 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 2:30 p.m. 

WJZ-Blue, New York 


Blue Barron styled music, as” it 
was referred to, is smooth, tuneful, 
ear-appealing. On stanza caught, the 
‘Three Little Sisters’ (Blue Notes vo- 
caling), ‘Patriotic Rhythm’ and ‘Got 
a Dream Up My Sleeve’ orchestra- 
tions came through with pleasing 
effect from Dayton, O. Vocalists 
Billy Kover, singing ‘Johnny Dough- 
boy Found a Rose in Ireland,’ Jimmy 
Brown warbling ‘Sweet Eloise,’ and 
Clyde Burke with ‘I Remember You,’ 
helped swell the musical credits, but 
were not overly impressive. Despite 
its strength in the band department, 
the half-hour show . lags, due to a 
superabundance of vocals. Title, 
‘Yesterday and Today,’ is evolved 
from the band’s tag-line. 

First attempt to qualify the pro- 
gram tag is a reading of the launch- 
ing of ships—frigates—in May, 1842. 
Another feeble effort to tie in with 
the past is a reading of weather re- 
ports—also May, 1842. 

Program, eighth in the series, was 
dedicated to the U. S. Physical Fit- 
ness Movement. Most telling dialog 
was that concerned with the appeal 
for more nurses for Paul V. McNutt’s 
U. S. department of health and wel- 
fare. Message was aimed at women, 
urging retired nurses to take refresh- 
er courses and pointing up need for 
50,000 new student nurses this year. 

Alec Templeton, given a_ strong 
sendoff as the master strategist who 
defeats boredom, was confined to 
two piano versions of ‘Tea for Two’ 
as it might have been written by 
Tschaikowsky and as it would be 
played in 1942. Templeton then spoke 
of freedom—of America, where no 
one has the right to abridge our right 
to laugh or sing. It was a compelling 
bit, but necessarily limited and not 
enough to offset the lethargic pacing 
of the production. If the formula 
implied by the title is to be retained, 
musical portions might be trimmed 
and message sent over with telling 
effect via more elaborate dramatic 
scripting. Mori. 





Des Moines.—William Parker has 
joined station WHO as_ engineer. 
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Affiliated 
Cincinnati 
Post 





LORD and THOMAS 


This award for the above announcement is ihe result of a coniest 
WCPO conducted among national agencies based on the follow- 
ing C., E. HOOPER Cincinnati report for February-March, 1942. 
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CINCINNATI 
A SCRIPPS-HOWARD STATION 


“For radio’s best show... it?s WCPO! WCPO wins 
the daytime popularity vote three to one over other 
Cincinnati stations.” 


WCPO awards $50 War Bond ao 
JACK LAEMMAR 








THE TALK OF THE AGENCIES 


WCPO 


Company 








-dale, 








‘KIDDING WITH KEATING’ 
With Fred Keating, Peggy Bernier, 
Don Bryan’s Orchestra. 
25 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Tuesday, 8:05 p.m. 
WMCA, New York 
Fred Keating, magician-turned 
comedian, spoofed his way through 
a rather clever comedy session on 
WMCA last Tuesday (19) night. If 
the average can be maintained it 
should draw listeners, although 


Tuesday is a tough night for radio 
comedy, what with Hope, Skelton, 
Gardner, Fibber McGee, Berle, etc. 
What makes the Keating session 
doubly unique is that it’s on a local 
station, where comedians seldom are 
heard. Even WOR has seldom done 
much in humor show programs. 

While Keating’s patter and the 
trend of his interest in subject- 
matter bears the influence of his 
contemporaries and of his Holly wood- 
mindedness, there was a strain of 
personality and easy flippancy that 
was in or near the groove. Of great 
help to Keating, and a personality 
in her own right, was Peggy Bernier, 
who has been trouping for 15 years 
and shows it in her solid authority 
of delivery and timing. She helped 
the nonsense no end. 

The new WMCA house leader, Don 
Bryan, also showed to good effect. 


‘99 PARK AVE. REVUE’ 
Service Men 

30 Mins.—Local 
Tuesday, 8 p.m. 

WNYC, New York 


Name of this series derives from 
its point of origin, headquarters for 
the New York City Defense Recrea- 
tion Committee. The program has 
guest emcees, of whom Bob Hawk, 
the punner, was present at this hear- 
ing (Ray Bolger, Parks Johnson, 
Ralph Edwards, Tom Slater have 
been others) and brings before the 
microphone a scattering of soldiers, 
sailors, allies and speakers on be- 
half of various civic groups with a 
war interest. 

Most listenable part of the pro- 
gram are the talks with men in uni- 
form, some few of whom on this 
occasion had things to say and said 
them breezily. Britishers seem a 
good bet in this regard, their point 
of view and dialect being just 
enough different to be entertaining. 
Recreation Committee (Bruce 
Fouche is publicity director) at- 
tempts to sift out talent or unusual 
experience. For example, a corporal- 
cartoonist was heard this time. 

Naturally the emcee’s personality 
and bag of tricks make a lot of 
difference in yong ems and bring- 
ing out what the boys have to say. 
On the whole this little show is 
pleasant, friendly, with a nice 
Cameraderie implicit throughout as 
between men and as between aemons. 

and, 





‘WOMEN’S WAR FORUM’ 
With Guests 
Morale Program 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Tuesday, 1:45 p.m. 
WGY, Schenectady 

Program, planned to promote the 
morale of wives of war workers—or 
‘soldiers of production,’ as they are 
titlk. here—has women writers and 
leaders in discussions of problems. 
Wives of two local defense-industry 


|} employees broadcast weekly with a 


‘name’ brought from New York. 


Charles Kebbe, of Earl Newsom or- 
ganization, New York, produces and 
participates. Katherine Fisher, of 
‘Good Housekeeping,’ Clara Savage 
Littledale, editor of ‘Parent’s Maga- 
zine,’ Inez Robb, INS by-liner, and 
Carmel Snow, editor of ‘Harper’s 
Bazaar,’ have guested. Mrs. Eddie 
Rickenbacker, laison officer of 
Auxiliary Aircraft Warning Service, 
was to broadcast May 26. 

When caught last week, Mrs. Snow 
covered thoroughly and clearly the 
field of clothes and fashions in war 
time. Talking with her—in round- 
table form but scripted — were 
Dorothy Jane Caughey, until re- 
cently of WGY staff. Jaco. 





‘PATTERN IN THE TAPESTRY’ 
Play 


45 Mins. 
BBC, London 
This play by Barbara Couper and 


| Evadne Price, produced by Howard 


Rose, had a cast of 21 and, despite 
one of thé best spots of the day, 
might better have been called ‘21 
Troupers Looking for Something to 
Do. Purporting to tell the story of 
a ventriloquist, it was peurile and 


phoney, had little relation to vaude |; 


life, and pseudo-optimistic bolon. 
about the drab bits of life being the 
background of the bright colors in 
the tapestry. 

Such name artists as Sybil Arun- 

Abraham Sofaer and Cyril 
Trouncer had one line or two. Such 
heavy casting might have been rea- 
sonable or even brilliant on mate- 
rial to fit, but on this childish hoke 
was worse than a waste. 

With Carleton Hobbs and Belle 
Chrystall as leads, cast included 
Muriel Pratt, Ivor Barnard, Cyril 
Gardiner, Shelagh Fraser, Curigwen 
Lewis, James Woodburn, Sydney 


Tafler, John Bryning, Stanley Lath- 
bury, Edgar Norfolk, William Trent, 
Ralph Truman, Robert Marsden, Ar- 
'thur Young, Olga Williams, 


‘STARS AND STRIPES IN 

BRITAIN’ 

With Ben Lyon, Bebe Daniels 
3¢@ Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 9 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 

While no masterly sample of pro- 
duction, this one from London should 
effectively serve its purpose, and, 
that is, to assure the parents of 
American servicemen in the British 
Isles that their boys are well taken 
care of and happy. The event is 
nicely personalized by having sev- 
eral soldiers, sailors and marines air 
their reactions to London and other 
sights with the interviewees so chosen 
as to represent multiple sections of 
the United States. Ben Lyon, who 
has established himself as a radio 
personality on the other side, m.c.’s 
this shortwaved session, giving it a 
natural geniality and lift. The pro- 
gram is the co-operative effort of the 
British Broadcasting ng 5 and US. 
Army and Navy officials in the Isles, 

The program’s atmosphere is any- 
thing but brass-hatty. It was noted 
by the m.c. following the pickup of 
a church service conducted by U.S. 
Army chaplains in an English coun- 
tryside that if the boy’s aren’t at a 
religious gathering at that moment 
they’re out having a good time at 
baseball or some other amusement. 
Another pickup was from field head- 
quarters in Northern Ireland, but the 
description of the maneuvers lent 
little color to the event. \ 

The participation of an Army and 
a Navy official was made quite brief. 
Each expatiated on the same theme, 
namely, that the American boys are 
being surrounded wherever possible 
with every homey touch. 

Bebe Daniel limited her interpola- 
tion this time to a quickie about 
some letters she had received from 
U.S. Army nurses in Ireland and a 
recital of some American soldiers, 
calling ’em by name and hometown, 
that she and her husband had met 
around London during the - a. 

ec, 


‘THE ARMY HOUR’ 
Sunday, May 24 
WEAF-NBC, New York ; 

Judging from the way this partic- 
ular installment rambled along the 
War Department could start giving 
eonsideration to the thought of re- 
ducing “The Army Hour’s’ running 
time from 60 to 30 minutes. Last 
Sunday’s (24) hour dragged with 
true redtape tradition, and outside of 
Brig. Gen. Jimmy Doolittle state- 
ment that our airplane factories were 
producing the best planes in the 
world and the Jap machines didr’t 
have a look-in against them during 
that trip of his over Tokio the pro- 
gram failed to produce much punch. 

It was interesting to listen in on 
the goings-on around West Point 
where 374 cadets are on the verge 
of being graduated and to learn 
something about the academy’s air- 
training base at Stewart Field, but 
the recital seemed to be wrapped in 
much padding and stodginess. Bill 
Stern’s broadcast from a bomber on 
a practice raid sounded more familiar 
than exciting. 

As part of the General Doolittle 
interlude the program picked up a 
worker. in North America’s aircraft 
plant on the west coast who ex- 
pressed his co-workers’ appreciation 
of the flier-officer’s tribute and their 
pledge to keep ’em rolling out of the 
factory. Odec. 


GLADYS SHELLEY 
Talk, Music 
15 Mins.—Local 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 10:15 a.m. 
WHN, New York 

This is an excellent quarter-hour 
of entertainment for adults as well 
as juvenile audiences, though osten- 
sibly aimed at the latter. Miss 
Shelley presents®a series of music- 
ally recorded fairy tales, such as 
‘Wizard of Oz’ on show caught, and 
serves up narration and explanatory 
foreword. She has appealing radio 
voice employed effectively in filling 
in the plot structure between musi- 
cal interludes, 


Recordings on stanza caught were 
from ‘Wizard of Oz’ with music by 
the Victor Young orchestra and 
Judy Garland warbling. Among 
click tunes heard were ‘Over the 
Rainbow,’ ‘Ding Dong, the Witch Is 
Dead’ and ‘Off to See the Wizard.’ 

Program is presented in two parts, 
with second half going on an hour 
earlier Sunday mornings. If similar 
wise choice of material is evidenced 
in other programs series can’t miss. 
What little dialog there is is well 
written and show winds up with 
Miss Shelley singing about the close 
of the musical story book and fairy 
tale parade. Mori. 
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| Detroit’s Leading 
Independent Station 


WJBK 







































2 bored 











hr ven enes 


ew cimee & 


ae 


To ARTES 








h 
h 
e 
d 
4 
n 
a 
a 
( 
n 
b 
it 


ie in Minded a-ha. ie) 











ae vitor 


ath 











2a gw aa. . cmt OG 


& 





Wednesday, May 27, 1942 


VARIETY 


RADIO 33 





Seattle’s Liquid Cash Position Good 





Despite Priorities and Uncertainties Radio Outlook 


Continues 





Seattle, May 26. 


Business is good in Seattle, and as 
far as radio sales managers can see 
ahead it looks good for the summer. 
But none are betting on how long it 
will last in the face of current drzs- 
tic overnight changes in priorities, 
freezing of commodities, etc. Not 
that they are downhearted—quite 
the contrary, for they can see here 
in this center of tremendous military 
activity that most of the changes and 
orders cutting down biz are neces- 
sary to the successful prosecution of 
the war effort. 


There is more money in Seattle 
now than there has ever been before 
and some radio executives point to 
that fact for their optimism, saying 
that if people can’t buy electric re- 
frigerators, new cars, tires, radios, 
etc., that they will buy what they 
can buy, making this still a great 
sellers market. They agree that 
there is an enormous amount of War 
stamps and bonds being purchased 
here, and rent, food prices, etc., are 
high; but even after this drain on 
current income there is a big pot of 
dough being spent here every week. 
All amusement biz is feeling it, with 
night clubs, dancehalls, films, etc., 
all getting a bigger play than at 
anytime in years past, and some 
(who study such things) say the 
near future—summer and early fall 
--should be better here for most 
businesses than at any time in the 
immediate future. 

Good Volume 

All radio stations in town are 
carrying a good volume of commer- 
eial business, and although the type 
of accounts carried are changing 
somewhat, it has not had any detri- 
mental effect on total business yet. 
Automotive and electrical appliance 
accounts are a thing of the past, but 
with the biz of apparel shops, de- 
partment stores, and clothing stores 
tearing: along at an every day the- 
day-before-Xmas tempo, they aren’t 
crying as long as the new accounts 
keep coming in. 

Manager Bob Priebe of KRSC says 


Optimistic 








vr 


Trib’s WGN Sloganizes 


Chicago, May 26. 

Tribune-owned WGN has new 
victory slogan for its sign-off. 
On orders of Frank Schreiber, 
the station goes off the air each 
day with announcement: 

‘This is WGN, the Voice of the 
People, Chicago. We will be 
back on the air at 5:30 a.m.— 
four hours closer to victory.’ 











Nu-Ox on WWRL, N.Y., 
With School Kid Talent 


Nu-Ox Products has started spon- 
sorship of a half-hour juvenile 
variety show Sunday afternoons on 
WWRL, New York, to plug its 
Klenzo cleaning product. It’s the 
first time the account has departed 
from a straight spot announcement 
policy. However, the company is 
using six spots weekly for four 
weeks on WWRL. 

Talent for the kid program will be 
supplied by the Odierno school, of 
New York. 





that everything is all right now, but 
that he wouldn’t want to prophesy 
as to future biz; and local sales man- 
ager Joe Hiddleston of KIRO echoes, 
with the addition that as business is 
showing an increase every month he 
won’t start singing the blues until 
volume hits the skiis. Commercial 
manager W. D. Stuht of KOMO-KJR 
says that there is a growing change 
in the type of accounts, but that he 
believés Seattle will continue to be 
a good business town with chances 
that after the war Seattle will be an 
even bigger business and industrial 
center than it is at present. Manager 
Bob Nichols of KEVR agrees with 
Stuht, emphasizing that Seattle, be- 
ing-in an ideal location for oriental 
and Alaska business, will become a 
much greater distribution center in 
the years to come. 





BOB FITZGERALD UPPED 


Murray Morgan Succeeds Him as 
Time’s Radio Editor 








Robert Fitzgerald, radio editor of 
Time mag, has been upped to an as- 
sociate editorship. 

He is succeeded by Murray Mor- 
gan, former writer in the CBS news- 
room. 


QUINCY HOWE'S 
QT. MISSION 


Quincy Howe, news commentator 
of WQXR, New York, and editor-in- 
chief of Simon & Schuster, has re- 
signed both posts to take a special 
assignment with the Government. 
It’s a secret. 

His final broadcast at WQXR will 
be tonight (Wednesday), when his 
contract with the Hanscom bakeries 
expires. Lisa Sergio, currently doing 
a regular morning news comment 
series on WQXR, will also fill Howe's 
evening spot temporarily. His suc- 
cessor at the publishing house isn’t 
selected. 











Second Girl at WCCO 


For Engineering Work 
Minneapolis, May 26. 
A second feminine control room 
technician, Maryella Smith, has been 
engaged to work alongside of Mary 
Ellen Trottner, the first woman to 
hold down such an assignment at 
WCCO. Miss Smith comes from a 
bank, but has credits in physics and 
math from a couple of years of night 
school at the University of Minne- 
sota. 





Il Progresso Dissolves 


Albany, N. Y., May 26. 
Il Progresso Broadcasting Service, 
Inc., of New York has been dissolved. 
Papers on dissolution were filed 
with the Secretary of State in Al- 
bany by Attorney Jacob I. Good- 
stein, New York City. 








Shepard's Six Stations Quit N.AB. 
But New Englander ‘Hopes to Return’ 





War Makes Boss Busy 





Longview, Texas, May 26. 
Due to the pressing need of 
manpower at his station, James 
R. Curtis, president of KFRO 
here asked O. L. Taylor, prez of 
the Texas Broadcasters Associa- 
tion to accept his resignation as 
secretary-treasurer. Curtis had 
this job since the beginning of 
the group in 1936. 
Curtis has to double in brass 
these days at KFRO. 











WSNY, Schenectady, 
Hopes to Debut July 15 


Schenectady, May 26. 

The Western Gateway Broadcast- 
ing Corp. hopes to get WSNY, 
Schenectady’s new local station, into 
operation about July 15. Manager 
George R. Nelson reports studios 
and transmitter are nearing cqm- 
pletion. Irving Beck, former WGY 
technician, is supervising installa- 
tions. 

Edward F. Flynn, of Leighton & 
Nelson agency, is the station’s pro- 
gram manager. Others hired for the 
staff include: Virginia Reiman, Elea- 
nor Anthony and Mrs. F. H. Cronin- 
ger, Jr., Harry Webb, Cecil Mason 
and Gwendolyn Hathaway, who has 
handled a household chats program 
on WGY. Col. Jim Healey will be 
the station’s active news editor. 

The station is a 250-watter on 
1240 kilocycles. 





Promote Chas. A. Pooler 


Charles A. Pooler, of the research 
department of Benton & Bowles, has 
been upped to research head, suc- 
ceeding John L. Bogert, who recent- 
ly resigned to become vice-president 
of Standard Brands. 

Before joining B. & B. about a 
year ago, Pooler was with Lever 
Bros. and later the Wheelock agency. 





John Shepard, 3rd, head of the 
Yankee Network, has resigned the 
membership of his six stations in 
the National Association of Broad- 
casters. Shepard strenuously op- 
posed at the recent N.A.B. conven- 
tion in Cleveland the admission of 
the transcontinental networks as di- 
rect members of the association and 
it is on this principle that Shepard 
has based his resignation. 

In his letter of resignation Shep- 
ard stated that he doubted whether 
the N.A.B. under its recent change 
of bylaws (admitting NBC and CBS) 
cou!d be representative as nearly as 
possible of the industry. He also 
said that in his opinion the N.A.B. 
recently has mot been doing an ef- 
ficient job on many matters con- 
nected with the industry. 


‘It was my hope,’ declared Shep- 
ard’s letter, ‘that steps would be 
taken at the Cleveland convention 
which would make it possible for 
us to feel we should continue mem- 
bership in the organization. How- 
ever, under the circumstances, we 
are resigning the following stations, 
effective June 1: WNAC, Boston; 
WAAB, Boston; WEAN, Providence; 
WICC, Bridgeport; W43B, Boston, 
and W39B, Mount Washington.’ 

‘I would like to add,’ concludes 
the letter, ‘that it is our intention to 
resume membership in the N.A.B. 
at some future date—which I hope 
will not be too greatly delayed— 
when we feel that the organization 
can effectively carry out the objec- 
tives for which it was established.’ 

With the resignation of Shepard 
the N.A.B.’s membership rolls is now 
minus any member of the Mutual 
Network’s board of directors. 





Wartime Favors WCLE 


Cleveland, May 26. 
WCLE, Mutual, will operate daily 
until 9 p.m., latest signoff time in 
station’s history. 
Due to Eastern War Time being 
one hour earlier than Standard. 
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24-HOUR SERVICE TO THE WORLD’S LARGEST MARKET 


Owned and operated by the Columbia Broadcasting System. Represented nation- 
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COUNCIL OF CHURCHES’ RADIO DEPT. 
MARKS 19 YEARS WITH ORIGINAL STAFF 


Has Arranged 8,000 Network, 5,000 Loca! Broadcasts 
in Its Existence—Fan Mail Near 10,000,000 Mark 
—Self-Financed Radio Department 


One of the oldest ‘radio depart- 
ments’ in the United States, perhaps 
the oldest, is that of the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in 
America at 297 Fourth Avenue, New 
York. As of May 23 (Saturday last) 
it marked its 19th and began its 


20th year of existence. What makes 
the department even more unusual 
is the number of persons still active 
in its affairs who were on the job 
at the beginning in 1923. These in- 
clude Frank K. Goodman, the execu- 
tive secretary, and Ethel A. Rich, his 
executive aide. In addition several 
clergymen-members of the adminis- 
tration committee which has jurisdic- 
tion over the Department of National 
Religious Radio have served the en- 
tire 19 years. These include Rev. 
Theodore F. Savage, the present 
chairman, Rev. James Farber and 
Bishop Charles K. Gilbert. Several 
others on the radio committee have 
been active ten years and over. 
Permanent nature of this particu- 
Jar radio department marks it off 
from radio departments elsewhere. 





It contrasts, too, with general labor 
turnover throughout broadcasting. 
11 Departments 

Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ occupies its own building at 
Fourth Avenue and 23rd Street. 
There some 11 different departments 
function, each with an executive 
who, like Frank Goodman for radio, 
is re-elected every two years at the 
Council’s big convention, the next 
one of which meets late in Octo- 
ber in Columbus. 

Dimensional scope of the Council’s 
radio department apart from its 19 
years of actual operation is con- 
veyed by the statistics. There have 
been 8,000 network broadcasts un- 
der Federal Council sponsorship and 
another 5,000 loca! broadcasts attrib- 
uted to Council influence. One se- 
ries alone (daily devotionals) had an 
ll-year run on NBC from January, 
1926, to October, 1937, and the records 
reveal that 1,062 clergymen from 279 
towns and 30 denominations were 
heard. 

10,000,000 Letters 

Radio fan mail reaching the 

Council amounted to 450,000 pieces 
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* WASHINGTON’S FAMED COMMENTATOR 


Now on 165 Mutual Stations 
XKAVAILLABLE 
FOR SPONSORSHIP IN YOUR CITY 


Fulton Lewis, Jr., is destined to be Radio’s “big name” of the year! 
His keen analysis of the news—his sensational “scoops”—his exclu- 
sive information——each day over 165 Mutual Stations from coast-to- 


coast are gaining thousands of new listeners. 


Here’s an outstanding 


feature that means RESULTS for every sponsor—56 of them now, 
promoting and se//ing 50 different products and services—a greater 


variety of sponsors than any other radio personality! Get busy now 


and sell Fulton Lewis, Jr., in your town—he is yours to sponsor right 
now at only your ome time quarter hour rate per week! Wire, phone 


or write WM. B. DOLPH, WOL, WASHINGTON, D. C. 


oriciNaTiING FROM WEQ)L. wasnincTon, o. c. 
\ffiliared with the MUTUAL. BROADCASTING SYSTEM 








last year, Goodman reveals. In 19 
years letters, etc., have amounted to 
nearly 10,000,000. (The Catholics 
who began radio operations some 
four years after the Council did for 
Protestantism have also proved enor- 
mous mail-pullers.) About 500,000 
booklets of radio sermons have been 
distributed to the public gratis by 
the Council’s radio department in 
which some 13 secretaries are reg- 
ularly employed. 

Radio department of the Council 
finances its operations privately. It 
is a first tenet that no money is 
solicited over the air and no funds 
are accepted from broadcasters. Out- 
lay is understood to be between $50,- 
000-$60,000 annually. 

Talks Only 

All Council-sponsored radio pro- 
grams consist of talks. Religious mu- 
sic, of which there was a good deal 
in the earlier NBC days at 711 Fifth 
Avenue, is avoided because of the 
controversial nature of hymnals 
(each church tending to have its own 
notions) and religious drama _ is 
avoided because without lavish fi- 
nancial support it cannot be proper- 
ly presented. 

The Council’s position amounts to 
the idea that denominationalism, as 
such, does not belong on the radio 
but in its respective churches, that it 
is especially unwise to attempt radio 
retation of clergymen on a numeri- 
cal sectarian representation basis 
alone, that no criticism of one creed 
for another should be sanctioned by 
radio or by churchmen, that all of 
the people, not just some of the 
people, must be considered the 
proper audience, radio-wise, of any 
religious broadcasting. 

The Council lists its ‘constituent 
bodies’ as National Baptist Conven- 
tion, Northern Baptist Convention, 
Church of the Brethren, Congrega- 
tional Christian Churches, Disciples 
of Christ, Evangelical Church, 
Friends, Methodist Church, African 
M. E. Church, African M. E. Zion 
Church, Moravians, Presbyterians, 
Protestant Episcopals, Reformed 
Church in America, Reformed Epis- 
copal, Seventh Day Baptists, Syrian 
Antiochian Orthodox, United Breth- 
ren, United Church of Canada, Uni- 
ted Lutheran. 

Associated With NBC 

The Federal Council has been 

chiefly allied with NBC, the latter 
network. concurring with the basic 
premises of the Council that ‘religion’ 
not ‘churches’ are to be served by 
broadcasts. 
A memorandum prepared by Good- 
man in 1924 setting forth the Coun- 
cil’s position on religious radio (see 
accompanying box) has acquired 
scme historic significance in the light 
of Coughlin, Smith, Rutherford, 
Shuler, et al. 


given extended series so that each 
may fully develop a given thesis 
rather than have-single-shot talks on 
scattered subjects. The religious as- 
pects of social problems were de- 
veloped, for example, by Mark A. 
Dawber in a series of sermons col- 
lectively published and distributed 
as a booklet captioned ‘Frontiers of 
American Life.’ The Council which 
has an international rather than an 
isolationist outlook had world affairs 
summed up religious-wise by Leslie 
Bates Moss and feminine questions 
were serialized by Edith Elizabeth 
Lowry as ‘Women in a Changing 
World.’ 

The Council’s schedule for June is 
as follows: 


Sundays, June 7, 14, 21, 28—Dr. 
Frederick K. Stamm in ‘High Lights 
of the Bible’ (10-10:30 a.m.) 

Saturdays, June 6, 13, 20, 27—Dr. 
Norman Vincent Peale in ‘The Art of 
Living’ (6:30-6:45 p.m.) 


BLUE NETWORK 

Sundays, June 7, 14, 21, 28—Dr. 
Paul Scherer in ‘Sunday Vespers’ (4- 
4:30 p.m.) 

Mondays, June 1, 8, 15, 22, 29—Dr. 
Alvin E. Magary in ‘Common Sense 
and Sentiment’ (1:30-1:45 p.m.) 

Tuesdays, June 2, 9, 16, 23, 30—Dr. 
Joseph R. Sizoo in ‘Living in a World 
at War’ (1:30-1:45.) 

Wednesdays, June 3, 10, 17, 24— 
Edith Elizabeth Lowry in ‘Women in 
a Changing World’ (1:30-1:45.) 

Thursdays, June 4, 11, 18, 25—Dr. 
L. Wendell Fifield in ‘Your Life in a 
Warring World’ (1:30-1:45.) 

Fridays, June 5, 12, 19, 26—Dr. 
Leslie Bates Moss in ‘This World of 
Ours’ (1:30-1:45.) 





NATIONAL BROADCASTING CO. 





Speakers assigned to NBC and | State Conciliator J. L. 
Blue networks by the Council are| AFL. International 


| 





A Credo for Religious Radio 


(Written in 1924) 





The Federal Council of Churches of Christ in America has operated 
via its Department of National Religious Radio under the following 


definitions and viewpoints: 


RELIGIOUS RADIO— 


Must not be denominational. 


Must not be sectarian. 


Is NOT the 


church. Cannot function as the church. Cannot be the church 


in action, 


popularize the church. 
church attendance. 
membership. 
bodies. 


Cannot represent the church in action. 
divide its audience theologically. Must not proselyte. 
will continue to popularize religion. 


Must not 

Has, and 

Has, and will continue to 

Has, and will continue to increase 


Has, and will continue to increase church 
Should be conducted by recognized religious 
Should be sponsored and presented by. the radio sta- 


tions. Should be under the auspices of the radio stations. 
Should be managed by a ‘Department of Religion’ of the radio 


station. 


Should be entertaining as well as constructive. 


Should 


give to all a hopeful, comforting and educational service. Should 
be devoid of piousity. Should be standardized by broadcasting 
requirements, and not by the church. Should have the variety 
of program necessary to meet the demands of all people. Should 
be studied not from a local demand, but rather by a survey of 
the area it serves, and due recognition should be given to the 


larger area it serves. 


Is not the ‘Voice of the Church’—it is 


an educational factor that will bring mankind to a knowledge 
of its responsibility to the organized church. 


Broadcasting of church services by remote control can never amount 
to more than an imitation of the real thing. 

Broadcasting of church services by remote control cannot portray 
to the radio audience the sanctity and piety of the occasion. 

Must be free from the countless taboos that are the legacy of 


Puritanism. 


Must never include the preaching of dangerous and subversive doc- 
trines forming the basic principles of religious ‘isms’. 











. Radio Daffodils - 








Moose Jaw, Sask.—CHAB, Moose Jaw, carrying spot announcements 
wherein a little girl is heard asking for a package of gum, has received 
some peculiar telephone calls and notes to the station. 

One person sent a note, including a package of gum. The note read: 
‘For goodness sake, give the girl a package of gum.’ 

One night, about 11 o’clock, a phoner cried: ‘It’s time that girl was 


in bed.’ 





Memphis—Commenting on recent N.A.B. sessions in Cleveland as com- 
pared with stormy meetings of the past, Radio Editor Robert Gray of 
the Commercial Appeal quipped ‘It was so quiet you could hear a sta- 


tion break.’ 





Buffalo—Clinto Buehlman, WGR disc jockey, tells of a woman who 
called up to belabor helpless station when lightning knocked its antenna 


off the air. 


‘Why,’ she demanded, on phone, ‘don’t you announce when you'll be 


back on the air?’ 





Milwaukee—What a loquacious ad libber can do to a radio program was 
given a vivid demonstration here when WEMP, Milwaukee, arranged a 
half hour show on the occasion of the award of the navy E to the Falk 
corporation for the job it has been doing in fulfillment of war contracts. 
Gov. Julius P. Heil, of Wisconsin, gladly accepted an invitation to open 
the program with a few apt remarks, then departed from his prepared 
text to go into a patriotic oration that took up the greater portion of the 
scheduled time, and army and navy officials as well as other celebrities 


never got on the air at all. 


Once the voluble governor got going there 


was no stopping him without committing les majeste. 





Strike Threat at WDGY 


Minneapolis, May 26. 

Strike notice against WDGY and 
Dr. G. W. Young, has been filed with 
Kelley by 
Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers Local 1,216, rep- 
resenting three employees. 

The conciliation meeting is sched- 
uled for this week. 





Toledo, O.—George L. Young, au- 
ditor, has been sworn in as a lieuten- 
ant (junior grade) in the U. S. Naval 
Reserve. He will report to Quonset 
Point, Rhode Island, June 17. 





EDWIN C. HILL ON 
CBS FOR LIBERTY 


Macfadden Publications returns to 
the Columbia network (19 stations) 
May 27, sponsoring Edwin C. Hill, 
for Liberty Publishing 
house has been off the air for three 
months, 

Program will go on Wednesdays 


and Fridays from 6 to 6:10 p.m. 
Erwin Wasey & Co. is handling the 
account. 


magazine. 
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Inside Stufi—Radio 


Jerry McGill, whose ‘Appointment with Crime’ whodunit series is one of 
the half-hour shows being considered for evening sponsorship, is no longer 
authoring ‘Mr. District Attorney.’ During the eight months he wrote the 
Jatter series on NBC for Bristol-Myers the rating reached the highest point 
in the series history, even topping Eddie Cantor, immediately preceding it, 
and the Fred Allen show, formerly opposite it Wednesday nights on CBS. 

Departure of McGill as scripter of “Mr. District Attorney’ resulted from 
his inability to reach a renewal agreement with the Pedlar & Ryan agency. 
Because of the possibility that his ‘Appointment with Crime’ might go on 
the air for C-P-P, the agency refused to continue his contract as writer of 
‘Dp. A.’ It wanted him to write the show on speculation, but he refused. 

Since McGill’s departure, Jerry Devine has been writing the show, in col- 
Jaboration with Ed Byron, director and package-producer. Phillips H. Lord, 





who originally produced it, is no longer associated with the series, but still 


collects a royalty. ; 

‘Appointment with Crime’ has been recorded with a cast including 
Frank Lovejoy, Claudia Morgan and Lawson Zerbe. It is directed by Chick 
Vincent and is being agented by Harry Hoff for the Henry Souvaine pro- 
duction office. 





Carl Bixby’s assignment as adaptor of ‘Kitty Foyle’ for the ‘Stories 
America Loves’ series for General Mills is the first outside scripting stint 
he has taken since he started co-authoring ‘Life Can Be Beautiful’ with 
Don Becker for Transamerican more than three years ago. He made the 
deal direct with the Knox Reeves agency. 

Under Bixby’s original agreement with Transamerican, he was permitted 
outside writing assignments provided the office used him for ‘Life Can Be 
Beautiful’ only. However, if he was given a second program to write, he 
was to be exclusive to Transamerican. Soon after the start of ‘L.C.B.B.’ the 
office gave him another show, “This Day is Ours,’ and still later a third 
one, ‘The Man | Married.’ Both stanzas subsequently folded, though ‘Man 
I Married’ was recently revived for a short time by another sponsor. . 

In the meantime, however, Bixby’s original deal with Transamerican 
expired and he refused to agree to renewal with the two-program-exclusive 
clause included. As a result, he was able to accept the ‘Kitty Foyle’ offer 
and is available for other outside assignments, although he still continues 
co-authorship of ‘L.C.B.B.’ He also has half-ownership of the latter serial. 





Initial check, this one being by C. E. Hooper, on the Blue and Mutual 
networks’ competition for horse opera fans gives Mutual something of an 
edge. The ‘Lone Ranger’ (Blue) got a rating of 3.3, which represents 















































Radio in Jury Room 





St. Louis, May 26. 

For the first time here an im- 
pounded jury in a criminal case 
is currently enjoying a radio. 
Last week the foreman of the 
jury trying Orville Golden, a 
Suspended exec. of the Hodcar- 
riers’ Union, Local No. 42, on 
$151,000 embezzlement charge, 
asked Circuit Judge Charles B. 
Williams for the radio. He took 
the request under advisement 
and at the end of the session 
recently announced he would 
grant it. 

However, the Judge exacted 
an ‘on your honor’ promise that 
the radio would be silenced if 
any news broadcast made any 
reference to the trial. The jurors 
were 100% for this. 


_— 


eee 


Mass Naval Induction 
In New WAVE Studio 


Louisville, May 26. 
WAVE'’s new auditorium studio, 
seating 500, was dedicated Friday 


(22) with a concert by the Louis- 
ville Symphony Orchestra, Robert 
Whitney conducting. A mass induc- 
tion of recruits into Uncle Sam’s 
Navy, which was the brain child of 
Graeme Gilmore, Navy recruiting 
officer and former continuity head 
at WAVE, was aired from the studio- 
auditorium of the station Saturday 
(23). Station’s ‘Navy Forever’ pro- 
gram, with. Earle Keller’s orchestra, 
was the background for the mass 
induction. 











Small Town Broadcaster Writes O.F-F. 
Suggesting Government Buy Time 





(Copy } 
McComb, Miss. 
Mr. William B. Lewis 
Radio Coordinator 
Office of Facts and Figures 
Washington, D. C. 
Dear Mr. Lewis: 


In your several communications 
received, you have invited sugges- 
tions or criticisms and I want to offer 
mine. 

I think the move of concentrating 
all the Government radio work into 
one office is extremely good and is 
a move in the right direction, which 
I am sure will result in the more 
effective use of much needed Radio 
War publicity. 

The next move, which I believe 
will be necessary in order to main- 
tain this much needed service, is 
along the line suggested by Chair- 
man James L. Fly of the FCC in 
his talk on the University of Chicago, 
Round Table discussion last Sunday. 
The greatest help that the Govern- 
ment can give the radio stations and 
especially the smaller stations that 
feel the loss of business more keenly, 
is to set up some plan of paying for 
at least part of the heavy war pub- 
licity work the radio stations are 
now doing gratis. 

Why should the different Govern- 
ment agencies be forced to “beg” 
this important 








publicity? And if publicity is im- 
portant, and we don’t dispute this, 
why shouldn’t the Government buy 
choicest time in this emergency? 

Radio publicity is a commodity, 
which must be produced at a given 
post, the same as printers ink, paper, 
telephone and telegraph messages, 
railroad and airplane transportation, 
yes, even the production of ships, 
planes and ammunition. The Gov- 
ernment pays reasonable prices for 
these commodities, why not for im- 
portant vital radio time? 

In this war publicity is an im- 
portant factor used effectively by our 
enemies and we know that radio is 
a much needed form of information 
and publicity to win the war. 

Let us face these facts squarely. 
Radio stations must carry on. It cost 
money to carry them on. Advertis- 
ing revenues must necessarily de- 
crease, as too many lines are being 
taken from the market. Is it cheaper 
and better for the Government to 
take over the radio stations and as- 
sume their operating expenses, or is 
it better and wiser to assist them, 
even moderately, by buying from 
them their only commodity ‘time,’ 
now given free most generously by 
the radio industry. 

How long can this continue? Can 
the majority of radio stations main- 
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13.8% of the listeners, while the count for ‘Red Ryder’ (Mutual ) was 4.8%, <= —s So SSS “~ = ane 
or 16.1% of the listeners. The check, however, merely applied to the (Ee SS SN = ee ee SS <r 
May 4 (Monday) and May 6 (Wednesday) broadcasts and therefore might We PS ee = en eT TS, =< On ee oe Swe 5 wa Se 
not be considered as a conclusive index of comparative listening for the G8 a a 8 eo 0S Bie a, 
first week of the two serials on their respective networks. 
Rating of ‘Ranger’ for its final week on Mutua! was 5.9, or 22% of the 
listeners. May 22, 1942 
Small town radio stations have a grave problem of on ad 
ineers at customary small town wages against the offers o igger sta- 
yon in bigger towns. Some are assigning their men to a 60-hour week, T0: SALES STAFF FROM: EUGENE S. THOMAS 
: which means time and a half over 40 hours. The difference in money . 
| ap en tmeny is that with th t of the man 
A report from one remote centre is that wi e consen . 
agement two engineers were allowed to take the station’s full budget WOR OFFERS PARTICIPATION PROGRAMS FOR EVERY BUDGET 
for engineering, dividing the hours between them as they wished. It 
meant a tidy sum for the men despite the long hours. 
. 
Down in Wheeling, W. Va., the earliest morning bus arrives downtown PROGRAM NUMBER OF TIMES PER WEEK 
at 5 a. m., and Don Hopkins, W. Va., announcer, found that he couldn't phase i wack om 
P reach the studios until 5:04, four minutes after he was supposed to sign , . P ‘ s 6 
: on the station. Consequently, he started getting up at 4 a.m. and walk- tS 4 3 4 5 & 
: ing to work, a 55-minute jaunt. Recently his boss learned of Hopkins 
‘ plight for the first time and, reversing the usual yee — — 
& to report late for work. So now the station goes on the air 5 a. m., wi 
a transcription played by the engineer; Hopkins rides to work and be- Answer Man $150. $300. $450. $600. $750. Pie 
: gins his duties four minutes later. 
i Clarence Brown, the Ohio congressman who heckled Frank Stanton, CBS Henry Morgan 150. 300. 450. 600. 750. eee 
g director of research during the latter’s recent Sag. mpig oo of — to es" : 
‘ Sanders Bill hearings, did not recognize Stanton as a former customer 0 ity a0 fe 600. 
i his (Brown's) printing plant in Ohio. While a student at Ohio State, Stan- Uncle Don wen eee 
{ ton regularly edited a publication which Brown published. Congressman’s 
: heckling was apropos surveys, he deriding the size of samples Stanton re- Bessie Beatty : aed eee Py: ele 450. Bt 
ferred to on the accuracy of Gallup, et al. but this failed to impress Brown. 
Lt. Col. Louis Gimbel, of the department store family which — tae Rambling with 
Philadelphia, was killed in an Army air accident in Maine Sunc ay (24). ) a ‘aa 
; Gimbel had done much bomber ferry work, having visited Africa among Gambling 90. 180. 270. : : ita hs 
e other places. Privately he was a keen student of shortwave e had gon 
9 i in j ical implicati reapon. He was also 
ay interest in its social and ideological implications as a weap . 
i a substantial holder of stock in the Columbia Broadcasting System. Happy Jim Parsons 90. 180. 270. 360. 450. 480. 
4 2 act faur uw ks 
CBS has suffered some keenly felt losses of manpower in last few weeks. ; 
A. B. 7 anormal 8-39 the chief engineer, is now a Lieutenant Commander .in Lee Mason 90. 180. 270. 360. 450. 480 
the Navy, and Harry Butcher, the Washington v.p., is also Navy-bound. 
Adrian Murphy was snatched, too, he getting a last minute lieutenancy in svete Teake gee eis 350. ee 
the Signal Corps. eoee 
E r. . 
; New England branch of the Council for Democracy, under the stimu- onsumers' Club 
lus of Prof. Carl J. Friedrich of Harvard, is broadcasting a weekly Cc 
analysis and rebuttal of Nazi propaganda over WMEX, Boston. Entitled (Goudiss) 125. 250. 375. si tore te np re 
‘Is That So?’ 
Washington Post last week published under Ernest Schier’s by-line a Dear Imogene 160. 180. 200. sot : , . 
piece largely devoted to network reluctance to sanction spy-and-saboteur | 
plots. Experience of Ed Byron and ‘Mr. District Attorney’ in this regard . ‘ 
pth: ag j Claire Wilson 
was springboard for piece. 
: : d the Reports 135. @#eee eevee eeee . se . . ; 
Capitalizing on Navy ‘E’ awards to the Cleveland Twist Drill an t! e , 
National Acme Co., Eddie Walsh, WHK salesman, sold both companies | 
half-hour programs to spread company good will among citizens of Pegeen Prefers 100. 200. 225. eee tee eee 
community. 
i j ; 125. 150. 
Samuel Paley swelled his holdings of Columbia Broadcasting stock dur- Farmers' Digest 25. 50. 75. 100 
ing March, according to latest reports to the ey . L song ag odor 
mission. Philadelphian picked up 500’shares of as ’ : . 
making his total cocsiaian 23,500 shares of this issue plus 9,100 A shares. Moonlight Saving 
: a Time... 
KSL’s Coal Advertising Next to News: 20. 40. 60. 80. 100. 120. 
Salt Lake City, May 26. : : 75. 90. 
United States Fuel has signed for Elsewhere: 15. 30. 45. 60 . 
the 5:30 newscast on — — Rd 
ly Sandack to run throug 
es D pe months. Ordinarily this Member Mutual Broadcasting System 
MATE ore coal company uses the newscast : 
Semen LARG during the winter but 7 year = a 
MER is being use uring —EEE aS ie ae ee eg ge ee ge a | 
MARKET. Summer months to push its cam-| | figya'elt jes (STIS SSE SSIS aes oe neh | 
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SANDERS COMMITTEE HEARS ABOUT 


‘POOR COUNTRY COUSINS’ OF RADIO 





One Congressman Puzzles 


at Sholis’ Ideas Following 


Paley Statement—Newspaper Spokesmen Also 
Testify Before House Group 


+ 


Washington, May 26. 

The paid spokesman - lobbyist, 
Victor Sholis, for the Clear Channel 
Broadcasting Service, so-called, gave 
an extended outline of the opera- 
tions philosophies of the 50,000- 
watters when he appeared last week 
before the Congressional committee 
conducting hearings of the Sanders 
Bill that would, if enacted into law, 
change the fundamental statutes 
governing American radio. Sholis 
spoke (just before hearings recessed 
until June 2) on behalf of 16 inde- 
pendently-owned _ stations, stating 
that the 17th, KSL, Salt Lake City, 
was in agreement but not in mem- 
bership. In general it may be sup- 
posed Sholis spoke for all the big- 
power operations, network-owned 
included, in that fairly familiar 
points comprised a good portion of 
his extended presentation. 

The stations for whom Sholis di- 
rectly spoke and whose collective 
importance and wattage casts a large 
shadow over the rank and file of 
broadcasters were as follows: 

KDKA, Pittsburgh. 

KFI, Los Angeles. 

WBAP, Ft. Worth. 

WCAU, Philadelphia. 

WFAA, Dallas. 

WHAM, Rochester. 

WHAS, Louisville. 

WHO, Des Moines. 

WJR, Detroit. 

WGM, Chicago. 

WLS, Chicago. 

WLW, Cincinnati. 

WOAI, San Antonio. 

WSNB, Atlanta. 

WSM, Nashville. 

WWL, New Orleans. 

It is the self-interest, the threat, 
the competition, the influence of 


(Continued on page 52) 





Radio Technical Courses 


For Secondary Schools 


Albany, N. Y., May 26. 

Approximately 400 secondary 
schools in New York State plan to 
introduce in September a new 
course in radio instruction which has 
been drafted by the State Depart- 
ment of Education in cooperation 
with authorities and has been ap- 
proved by them, latter as a contribu- 
tion to the war effort. The course is 
called ‘Fundamentals of Radio.’ It 
is based upon a sound foundation of 
mathematics and science. Prere- 
quisites to the course are algebra. 
plain geometry and physics. 

Estimated enrollment at the 400 
schools is 5,000. . Launching of the 
course is in response to the call 
“for 100,000 men for the Army Signal 
Corps and to the Navy’s need for 





Fly Picks His Spot 





Washington May 26. 

Because he wants to present 
his arguments with as little in- 
terruption as possible, Chair- 
man James L, Fly won a 10-day 
delay in his scheduled appear- 
ance before the House Interstate 
Commerce Commission in re- 
gard to the Sanders bill revising 
the Communications Act. The 
FCC head was due to begin Fri- 
day (22) telling why it’s unnec- 
essary for Congress to take ac- 
tion urged by virtually the entire 
industry, from lawyers to net- 
work presidents, but the Con- 
gressional group’s custom of 
knocking off Saturday, Sunday 
and Monday wasn't to his liking. 
As the lawmakers have other 
irons in the fire this week, the 
resumption of the testimony was 
put off until next week. 


PAYROLL TRAFFIC 


Chicago—New addition to local 
office of George P. Hollingberry 
Company, station representatives, 
is Frank E. McCarthy. 














St. Leuis—Bayliss Corbett, KXOK 
newsman, at Jefferson Barracks, Mo. 
He has been replaced by Bill Greg- 
ory, staff man in the INS local office. 





Hartford—Phil Becker, head mike- 
man at WTIC, left today for U. S. 
Army. Bernard Mullins has been 
moved up to take the vacated post. 





Springfield, Mass.—Paul Monson is 
eighth announcer lost to WMAS since 
draft. He’s joined the air corps. 





Dayton, O.—Harry W. Butler, for- 
merly with WCBS, Springfield, IIL, 
has joined the staff of WHIO as an 
announcer, 





New York City.—Court Onet, for- 
merly with WOV, has joined sales 
staff of WINS. 

Jack Trapkin, for the last two 
years transmitter engineer at WWRL, 
New York, has been upped to chief 
engineer of the station. Bob Burn, 
formerly shortwave sports broad- 
caster for the Navy, has joined the 
WWERL sales siaff. 





Lynchburg, Va.—Nat Getting of 
WLVA’s announcing staff has re- 
signed to go to WAGA, Atlanta, in 
same role. Succeeded by James Me- 
Kinney. 








youngsters trained in the technical 
radio field. 


KCMO Volume Up 187 


Kansas City, May 26. 
Jack Stewart of station KCMO 
states month of April.-showed an in- 
crease of 18% in business over that 
of April, 1941. Also the twelve- 
month period ending with April-was 








20% greater than a like previous 
period. 

KCMO added several new a>*-| 
counts recently. American Cigar | 


placed 37 announcements per week 


for seven weeks, through Ruthrauff | 


& Ryan to plug Pall Malls. ‘Gang- 
busters’ half-hour, whigh has been 
offered by the Blue net for local 
sponsorship, has been signed here 
with Crown Drug Co. as sponsor. 





Lloyd Yoder in Uniform 


Denver, May 26. 
Lloyd E. Yoder, KOA manager, 
lieutenant in the naval reserve, has 


been ordered to report for duty and | 


will serve as public relations officer 
for Colorado, 

No successor at KOA has been 
named. 





WNOE, N. O., Sets Rep 


Station WNOE, New Orleans, has 
appointed Joseph Hershey McGillvra 
as its national sales representative. 

‘Outlet tS aifiliated” with Mutat.” ~ 


Spartanburg, S. C.—Glenn Taylor, 
former announcer with WJJD, Chi- 
cago, now ‘training at Camp Croft. 
He is helping camp programs over 
WSPA and WORD, Spartanburg, 





Schenectady.—Howard Tupper, an- 
nouncer at WGY called into the 
| Service. He is the fourth WGY man 
| donning a uniform. Others are: Wil- 
| bur Morrison, Chester Rudowski and 
| Marcel Reeds. 
David MacFarland Murphy, re- 
jcently of WKNY, Kingston, N. Y., is 
a new WCGY spieler. 


Longview, Texas—Thurl ‘Duke’ 


| York and George Albion Stephan are | 


newcomers to the announcing staff 
| of station KFRO. York comes from 
| WRGM, Greenwood, Miss., while 
| Stephan comes from KOCA, Kilgore, 

Wendal Oliphant joins United 
States Air Corps. 





St. Louis—Jack Starr has replaced 
| Cy Casper as chief sports gabber at 
KXOK. Casper now doing special 
work for the U. S. A. 

Al Brandt of the KXOK news staff 
| has been placed in 1-A and is await- 





ing orders for ‘nduction into~ the 
Army. 
San Antonio—Jim Wiggins, an- 


nouncer .or station KABC has joined 
Army Air Corps. Tommy Reynolds, 
will assume new duties as chief an- 


nouncer. Replacing Reynolds as 
program director will be Leona 
Bender. 


Laurence O. Gaither, night chief 
engineer of station KTSA joins Civil 








+ 


'Service unit for foreign service. 
Dick Haynes joins the announcing 
| staff of KTSA replacing John Kay 
who has resigned. Haynes comes 
from KABC here 





Philadelphia.—James Allen, pub- 
licity director and special events boss 
for WFIL, left yesterday (Mon.) for 
Washington where he'll be sworn in 
as a lieutenant in the U. S. Army 
Quartermaster Corps. He'll be as- 
signed to public relations. His place 
at WFIL will be taken by Jack 
Steck, vet announcer. 





Boston.—Robert Freeman, head of 
WEEI transcription department, has 
gone on a regular announcing sched- 
ule for the summer months, and has 
been succeeded by his assistant, 
Stanley Mann, 





Philadelphia.—Joe Dillon, formerly 
of WPEN, has replaced announcer 
Joe McCauley on WHAT's §sstaff. 
McCauley left to join WIP’s F-M sta- 
tion. Neil Harvey, formerly with 
WFIL and WCALU, joins the announc- 
ing staff of WFIL’s F-M station, 
W53PH. He replaces Gene Rubessa, 
who’s been shifted to WFIL. 





Paterson, N. J.—Joel Blake, form- 
erly production manager and chief 
announcer of WHIP, Poughkeepsie, 
N. Y., has joined the announcing 
staff of WPAT, Paterson. 





Tuscola, I11.—Mrs. Clair B. Hull, 
wife of the station manager, is the 
new continuity director of WD2Z, 
Tuscola, succeeding Murray Knight, 
who resigned to join the staff of 
WMBD, Peoria. Miss Knight was 
with WDZ only two weeks. 

Johnny Paul, announcer at WDZ, 
has resigned to join the Army Air 
Corps. He is succeeded by Ozzie 
Denny, a newcomer to radio. Gor- 
don Holdon, engineer and control 
room operator of WDZ, has left to 
become a staff sergeant in the U. S. 
Marine Corps. 





Lynchburg, Va. — Bob Menefee, 
chief announcer of WSLS, Roanoke, 
has resigned to join staff of WJSV, 
Washington. He is being replaced 
by Jim Johnston who will double 
as production director temporariy. 
Walter Harris of Richmond fills the 
announcing staff vacancy. He has 
been with WFTL, Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., and WMFF, Plattsburg, N. Y. 





Omaha—Ai Constant new an- 
nounced at KOWH. Carl McGee 
new technician. From Omaha and 
Sioux City, Ia., respectively. 





Buffalo—Thomas Decker, Canisius 
College freshman, joining WGR- 
WKBW as vacation relief. 

Russell Weaver, actor, left to join 
WERC, Erie, Pa., as allnight spieler, 


Bamberger Back to WNEW 


Bamberger’s, Newark department 
store, returns to radio advertising 
this week, again using WNEW, New 
York. Victor Van Der Linde, Inc. 
is the agency. 

Bamberger’s is owned by Macy’s 
which in turn owns WOR, New 
York. 

















Prof. Comments on KDYL | 


Salt Lake City, May 26. 
| Dr. Royal L. Garff, Professor of 
|}Social History and Political Science 
lat the University of Utah, began 
\this week as news commentator over 


offered for sponsorship. 


Bob Heller With Capra 


Bob Heller, one of Norman Cor- 
win’s production assistants on the re- 
cent ‘This Is War’ series, has joined 
Frank Capra’s film production unit 
with the War Department. 

He is a civil employee, but expects 
to receive a commission. 








WGKV, Charleston’s New Rep 


Charleston, W. Va., May 26. 

Station WGKV, Charleston, has 
appointed Joseph Hersey McGillvra 
as its exclusive national sales repre- 
sentative. Airer is affiliated with 
NBC-Red and the Blue. 

Worth Kramer is general manager 
of the station. Robert Wasdon is 
sales manager. 





KDYL. Heard five times weekly at 
10 p.m. 
Garff’s commentaries are being | 








From the Production Centres " 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


THE Ravro Trave Is Discussinc: The mess in foreign language, not. 
ably Italian, programs now being recognized as a major sore spot in 
democratic morale work to date—the part-time return to NBC of Niles 
Trammell and his honorary degree from DePauw—the rising tide of 
radio men going to the colors—how Mme. Yolando Mero-Irion bit the 
hand (NBC) that feeds her time—Bill Paley’s concentration on pro- 
grams at CBS—Mutual’s refusal to flip a coin on special events and 
who gets what, 








Warner Bros. will use a recorded announcement campaign in connection 
with its showing of ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ Initial placements wil] be 
on New York outlets....WHN building up young Jerry Burton as a 
romantic balladist....he was recently given a once-weekly solo spot Mon. 
day night at 6:15 with organist Leo Weber. 


Olive Deering has been cast in a new leading part in ‘Against the Storm’ 
....She was playing Marge in ‘Myrt and Marge’ when it went off the air 
and is also a legit actress....Ruth Borden, scripter of ‘John’s Other Wife’ 
is a part-time member of the Auxiliary Aircraft Warning Squadron of the 
Army....George Gunn, formerly with WMAL, Washington, has joined 
the Blue announcing staff....Tom Lewis returned to the Coast over the 
weekend after cleaning up his affairs at Young & Rubicam preparatory 
to taking a Major’s commission in the Army....Just a few days before 
gas-rationing became effective, someone stole the car of George Zachary, 
director of the Andre Kostelanetz show....‘This Is Your Enemy,’ dra- 
matic series depicting Nazi rule in conquered countries, started Sunday 
night (24) in the 10:30-11 spot on Mutual, for the Office of Emergency 
Management. It replaces the same agency’s ‘Keep ’Em Rolling’ program 
...-New show will be written by Bernard C. Schoenfeld, OEM radio 
chief. Russell Bennett will compose the original music and Frank K. Tel- 
ford will direct....Stephen Gross, director of ‘Our Gal Sunday’ and 
‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill,’ also handling ‘Second Husband’ while James 
Church is ill in Polyclinic hospital....Andre Baruch has joined the Army, 
with George A, Putnam taking over the announcing of ‘Second Husband,’ 
Frank Gallup temporarily doing ‘American Album of Familiar Music’ and 
Larry Elliot temporarily filling in on ‘Waltz Time’ and ‘American Melody 
Hour’....Craig McDonnell, title actor of ‘David Harum,’ recorded a kids’ 
song series for Bluebird....Edgar Stehli, Michael Fitzmaurice, Irene Hub- 
bard and Richard Sanders in cast of new ‘Mr. Keen’ series starting today 
(Wednesday)....Josephine Victor added to ‘Young Widder Brown’ cast 
....Chick Adams returns next week to arranging staff of ‘Waltz Time,’ 
succeeding Al Kohn, who joined the Army....Leora Thatcher joined 
‘Amanda of Honeymoon Hill’ cast....Edward Codel, formerly general 
manager of WPAT, Paterson, N. J., will be general manager of Arde 
Bulova’s new Atlantic Coast network. 


Harry Bitner, general manager and William Kiley, commercial manager 
of WFBA, Indianapolis, in New York last week....The Cab Calloway 
‘Quizzicale’ series Wednesday nights on the Blue network, will probably 
add several Negro specialty acts when the show returns to New York 
next week. 


John McKay, NBC press department chief, got cheering news from the 
company’s voucher-makers....Arthur Miller, of the fan mag, Radio Guide, 
into Army....Halsey Barrett} now an ensign, reported to Navy at Boston 
last week....He’s formerly of WNEW, WOR and Tide....Mort Watters, of 
WCPO, Cincy, reports the winner of the $50 war bond for best spot blurb 
about his station is Jack Laemmar of Lord & Thomas, Chicago. 

Jack Smart has joined the cast of ‘Abie’s Irish Rose’ and the part will 
probably be kept in permanently....Byron McGrath has returned to the 
role of Rev. Dr. Stratton in ‘Help Mate,’ with Philip Bourneuf and Whitner 
Bissell added to the cast....John McMillin, Compton agency radio head, 
back yesterday (Tuesday) from short trip to Chicago....Hal James, of the 
same agency, to Montreal for fishing jaunt with Arthur Dupont, CBC com- 
mercial manager, and Robert Choquette, author ofa Freneh language pro- 
gram for Procter & Gamble....Keith Kiggins, Blue network v.p. in charge 
of stations, on six-week tour of Coast affiliates....Paul Wing and Harvey 
Harding have changed the name of their dramatic series from ‘In His Foot- 
steps’ to ‘Faith of Our Fathers’....National Concert & Artists Corp. is sub- 
mitting it to agencies....Fred Thrower, Blue network general sales man- 
ager, Florida-vacationing....Norma Holden, secretary to George Brengle, 
Compton agency casting director, will be married Friday (29) in Columbus, 
Ga., to John Garrison, who’s graduating from the Officers Training school 
there....she’ll return to work June 22....T. Wells subbing as director of 
‘Hobby Lobby’ while Addison Smith vacations at Ed ‘East’s Dutchess 
County farm....Louis Julian, night supervisor of announcers of the Blue 
network, has joined the Army and is at Ft. Dix, N. J....Robert Waldrop, 
Blue staff announcer, is with the public relations staff at Camp Lee, Va., 
and is announcing there....Chuck Robertson, of the Blue stations depart- 
ment, joins the Army today (Wednesday)....Albert Morgan, director of 
‘Studio Players’ at WWRL, has sold a mystery script to CBS for airing on 
‘Columbia Workshop.’ 


Bob Phillips authoring ‘Kidding With Keating’ on WMCA....Canadian 
Broadcasting Corp. using more Barry Wood discs....he did a Victory 
Bond junket for them recently....Leo-Miller, radio editor of Bridgeport, 
now into N.Y. every day in connection with Hal Davis publicity work.... 
Dickson Hartwell, public relationist, into Army Intelligence as officer.... 
his wife, radio writer Ruth Adams Knight, carrying on..,.Arthur Tracy 
on Blue Barron’s ‘Yesterday and Today’ this Sunday (31). 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Tue Rapio Trape Is Discussinc: The legitimate actor that walked out 
in the middle of one program, and failed to show for another. Both of 
them Treasury Department programs boosting sale of bonds and 
stamps—The CBS experiment of women control operators—The Cyrano 
De Bergerac piece handled by Jimmy Durante on WJJD, and the ex- 
cellence of acting and production on it, not to mention the promotion 
and publicity which resulted. 








Gerhard Schacter, WJJD commentator, has a book due off the presses 
June 1. It’s ‘He Wanted to Sleep in the Kremlin’....Mayor Edward Kelly 
guested on NBC’s ‘Ellery Queen’ program along with Alice Marble, tennis 
champ....Bill Voris is latest WBBM departure for armed forces. He'll 
be assigned to flying cadets. Taking his place at control board is Jim 
Phillips....Veronica Ducey has joined the WGN sales department as 
stenographer, replacing Helen Compton, who joined WAAF as record 
turner, Miss Ducey formerly worked at WJJD, in a similar capacity...- 
John Holbrook, WGN newscaster, added a mid-afternoon broadcast to his 
schedule....WBBM’s three ‘Noteworthies’ have returned from a trip 
around the various army and navy camps in the area....Lavinia Schwartz, 
CBS midwest educational director, back from west coast visit with her 
daughter....Michael Wilkomirski guests on WGN ‘Music That Endures 
program this week....Rusty Gill, cowboy vocalist, returned to WLS...- 
He had been with WBBM lately....Lulu Belle and Scotty, west coast- 
bound for another movie at Republic. This one, ‘Hi Neighbor.’ 

Red Foley, a fixture at WLS and National Barn Dance, has taken 2 leave 
of absence to open an Illinois ‘dude ranch’ near Peoria, will return for 
guest shots from time to time....Art Linick returns to WJJD with his 
‘Schlagenhaur’ character....Frank Stearnes, most recently of WRAL, 
town making the rounds....Mary Paxton, who co-stars with Phil Stewart 
on the ‘Wishing Well’ program on WBBM, left with hubby Durward, NBC 
announcer, on vacation trip down the Ohio on a houseboat. Stewart 


handles show alone until her return in June....Betty Harmon, New York 
radio actress, now residing in Chicago to be near husband, soldiering at 
Camp Grant,...Bill Anson appearing at Vodvil Lounge on Chi’s north side. 
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Victor Still Has Plenty Classical 
Prestige to Maintain Edge Over Col. 


Lake Mills, Wis. 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

As an avid reader of ‘Variety’ and 
an equally avid record fan, par- 
ticularly of discs carrying the better 
music, I was much interested in your 
story on the Columbia discs denting 
the Victor prestige. Without taking 
up sides unnecessarily for Victor— 
which they can do quite adequately 
themselves—I do think the picture 
was painted in too bright a color for 
Columbia. For. instance, Columbia 
did not sign the Cincinnati Sym- 
phony. That ensemble hasn’t re- 
corded for Columbia since the pre- 
World War I days of Ernst Kunwald. 
They are now a Victor recording 
unit under Goossens. 

The Chicago Symphony, after a 
flyer on Columbia, has returned to 
the Victor label and you can hear 
some very pointed remarks in the 
Windy City on the quality of the 
recording by the former firm. But 
then, we have the discs themselves 
to tell us the story. Victor, too, has 
just signed the St. Louis orchestra 
again, which gives RCA at this time 
a covey of bands including the NBC 
Symphony, NBC String Symphony, 
Philadelphia, Boston, Philadelphia 
Sinfonietta, Alumni group of the 
National Orchestral ensemble, New 
Friends of Music orchestra, Eastman 
orchestra of Rochester, N. Y,, 
Rochester Philharmonic, National 
Symphony of Washington, Cincin- 
natti Symphony, and the Chicago, 
St. Louis, and San Francisco orches- 
tras. Sir Thomas Beecham, long a 
Columbia celebrity, has been signed 
by RCA. 

Against this RCA lineup, Columbia 
offers the New York Philharmonic- 
Symphony, and the Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland and Minneapolis orches- 
tras, as well as the Columbia Sym- 
phony. Certainly, Victor doesn’t 
fare badly in this comparison. Par- 
don me, I forgot the All-American 
Youth band. 

In your listing of former Victor 
names now with Columbia, I believe 
your statement somewhat in error 
anent Stokowski as well as Beecham. 
Stokowski’s latest contract has again 
been with RCA, and while Columbia 
will continue to issue all recordings 
made with his youth group, I be- 
lieve Victor has the exclusive on any 
future Stokowski recording jobs. 
Unless a very late change has been 


(Continued on page 55) 


CLEVE. ORCH RAISES 
$70,000 IN 6-DAY DRIVE 


Cleveland, May 26. 


The Cleveland Orchestra’s cam- 
paign for a maintenance fund of 
$70,000 was fully subscribed on the 
closing day of a six-day drive. Over 
4,182 subscribers contributed this 
year compared to 3,900 who con- 
tributed last year. 

Success of the campaign assures 
another season of summer concerts 
and furnishes financial security by 
bridging gap between next year’s 
revenues and expenses. Dr. Artur 
Rodzinski conducts. 








More Booking by Colleges 





Among some of the early bookings 
coming through around the country 
are those of the Sweetbriar College 
of Virginia, which has engaged 
Bartlett and Robertson and the 
Trapp Family singers, the Duke Uni- 
versity course which has engaged 
Baccaloni’s troupe for February, 
Astrid Varnay for October, the Bal- 
let Theatre for November, Claudio 
Arrau for February, and the Phila- 
delphia Orchestra for January. 

The Clemson Agricultural College 
of South Carolina has set the Don 
Cossacks and James Melton, while 
the Winthrop College of Rock Hill, 
S. C., has engaged the Ballet Russe, 
Richard Crooks, Yehudi Menuhin 
and the Metropolitan Opera quartet, 
composed of Eleanor Steber, Anna 
Kaskas, John Carter and Robert 
Weede. 

The Buffalo Philharmonic has set 
Helen Traubel, Josef Hofmann, Lotte 
Lehmann, Anne Brown and Rug- 
glero Ricci on their 1942-43 schedule. 





Francis Macmillen, concert violin- 
ist, in Fort Worth to join the faculty 
of Texas Christian University for six 
weeks, rt y 
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Providence Businessman 
A Boston Orch. Trustee 


Bosten, May 26. 

John Nichols Brown, Providence 
corporation official, has been named 
the first non-resident trustee of the 
Boston Symphony Orchestra. 

Reappointed a trustee was William 
Philips, of this city, former am- 
bassador to Italy, who resigned in 
1936 when he was sent to Rome. 


High Mex Altitude 
Too Much for Her, 
Bruna Nixes Sing 


Mexico City, May 10. 

The high altitude (7,500 feet) and 
its effects on a singer’s breath al- 
most caused a catastrophe here this 
evening when Bruna Castagna, Met 
eontralto, refused to go on with a 
scheduled performance of ‘Aida.’ 
Singer declared she could not sing in 
the rarefied air, and after pleading 
with her until 9.30 p.m., an hour after 
the performance was due to start, the 
‘management had to tell a whistling, 
impatient sold-out house. 

‘Midst catcalls, a local singer in 
the audience, Miss Cibolla, took over, 
and with inspired singing from 
Frederick Jagel and Zinka Milanov, 
Met tenor and soprano, respectively, 
the performance which started at 
10:15 went through to a successful 
finish at 2 a.m. 


CARMEN AMAYA HAS 
PLENTY OF BOOKINGS 


Carmen Amaya goes into the Ed 
Wynn show, ‘Laugh, Town, Laugh’ 
on June 11 at the Alvin theatre, 
N. Y., where she will remain for the 
summer. The dancer is booked solid 
after a Carnegie Hall recital in early 
October for five and a half months 
from October 14 in Detroit to the 
end of March, for 125 appearances. 

This constitutes a record for any 
dancer under the S. Hurok manage- 
ment, and since she sells between 
$1,000-$1,500, it means her troupe 
will gross over $150,000. At the 
end of March she returns to Holly- 
wood to make another film for 
Metro. 

















Giovanni Martinelli Opens 
Cincinnati Opera Season 





Cincinnati, May 26. 

The Cincinnati Summer Opera Co. 
will open a six-week season on June 
28 with ‘Gioconda,’ starring Giovan- 
ni Martinelli. Fausto Cleva will be 
chief conductor and Anthony Stive- 
nello stage director, while Oscar Hild 
continues as general manager. 

Among some of the artists engaged 
are Martinelli, Jan Kiepura, Stella 
Roman, Kerstin Thorborg, Bruno 
Landi, Nino Martini, Francesco Val- 
entino and Hilde Reggiani. 


Pitt Symphony Soloists 


Pittsburgh, May 26. 

Pittsburgh Symphony, directed by 
Fritz Reiner, has set its guest soloist 
list for next season. Included: Fritz 
Kreisler, Jascha Heifetz, Joseph Szi- 
geti, Vladimir Horowitz, Artur Ru- 
benstein, Robert Casadesus, Rudolph 
Serkin and two-piano team of Vron- 
sky and Babin. In addition, there’ll 
be a joint appearance with S. Hurok’s 
Ballet Theatre and guest shots by 
Henri Temianka, Symphony’s con- 
certmaster, and Stefan Auber, first 
cellist. 

Season opens this year on Oct. 23 
and will consist of 16 Friday evening 
and Sunday afternoon concerts, 











Astrid WVarnay, 23-year-old s0- 
prano, has been booked solid for 
every available date that she can ac- 
cept away from the four months she 
is leaving open for the Met, She 


(ha 


Friends Rally to Support 
Of Fired Concertmaster 


St. Louis, May 26. 
The news .hat because of a feud 
between Viadimir Golschmann, 
maestro of the St. Louis symph orch. 
and Scipione Guidi, concertmaster 
for the orch, the latter’s contract 


42 season has resulted in friends of 
Guidi rallying to his support and 
increasing the tension between the 
two musicians. Last week petitions 
for the renewal of Scipione’s con- 
tract were widely circulated and 
numerous signatures were obtained 
at a concert at the John Burroughs 
School. The petitions, directed to 
the symph society’s board of direc- 
tors, acclaim Guidi as a ‘superbly 
equipped musician of national repu- 
tation and wide experience with 
several of the world’s greatest or- 
chestras.’ The petition also adds 
that Guidi’s musicianship ‘has been 
an integral part of the development 
of our orchestra.’ 

The feud between Golschmann 
flared into the open recently during 
a time when the tooters were mak- 
ing records for an eastern manu- 
facturer. Golschmann has. been 
quoted as declaring to Guidi: ‘I have 
suffered with you for 11 years; there 


will not be a twelfth.” Golschmann 
intimated that he did not have 
Guidi’s full- cooperation. The latter 


refused to discuss the breach of 
friendship that began 11 years ago 
when Golschmann took over the 
baton for the local orch. 


TRENTON SETS 
3D MUNICIPAL 
SEASON 





Trenton, N. J., May 26. 


The third successive season of mu- 
nicipally sponsored opera by the 
Trenton Opera Association will pre- 
; sent six operas at the War Memoria! 
|Opera House, beginning Nov. 20. 
Michael Kuttner is musical director 
and conductor; John E. Curry, man- 
aging director, and Michael De Pace, 
artistic director. 

Operas to be given will be ‘Aida, 
Nov, 20; ‘Hansel und Gretel,’ Dec. 26; 
‘Faust,’ Jan. 22; ‘Tosca,’ Feb. 26; 
‘Trovatore,’ April 1, and ‘Lucia,’ May 
8. Local chorus and orchestra are 
used, and Met stars imported for the 
leads. 


While in Mexico Fresh 
Items Will Be Readied 
By Ballet Theatre 


The Ballet Theatre will prepare 
seven new works this summer in 
| Mexico for its fall tour. Works will 
lbe ‘Helen of Troy,’ ‘Romeo and 
Juliet,’ “Tschaikowsky’s Trio,’ ‘Pe- 
trouchka,’ ‘Coppelia,’ and a ballet on 
a classic theme and a Mexican ballet. 

Company opened its Mexican sea- 
son May ii and is booked starting in 
early October for a tour of the U. S. 
which will gross over $400,000 and 
includes dates with 11 major sym- 
phony orchestras. Mexican stay of 
five months is being sponsored by 
the Government. 


MARJORIE LAWRENCE 

















Pasadena, Cal., May 26. 

Marjorie Lawrence, 
dramatic soprano of the Metropoli- 
tan, who has been inactive for a year 


May 15 at the 
This is in the 


was operated on 
Memorial Hospital. 
hope of a recovery. 

Soprano, considered among the 
world’s greatest, has been unable to 
move her legs since her paralysis 
last May. 





Specials, Lectures Now 
Part of Miss Moir’s Job 


National Concert and Artists Corp. 
has combined its special attractions 
amd lectures. divisions, effective 
Monday (1). Phyllis Moir, who has 
headed the lecture division since 
NCAC was formed, will direct the 
combined department. 

John J. Collins, now in charge of 
special attractions and radio, will be 





her assistant. 


‘Sgr kl Soke 


would not be renewed for the 1941- | 


UNDERGOES OPERATION | 


34 year old | 


due to an unusual case of paralysis | 


Mass. 
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Fexuly Directed by Priest Heavily — 
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Booked in Catholic School Series 





Robeson, Sans Fee, Draws 
$7,000 for Quebec Fund 


Montreal, May 26. 
Paul Robeson, in a return engage- 
ment at the Concert Forum, played 
to 9,000 persons in a 9600 seat audi- 
torium to a gross of $7,000 at a $1.50 
top. Entire proceeds went to Quebec 
Committee for Allied Victory. 
Robeson received no fee. 


Dot Kirsten's 


Rave Reviews 
Worth Money 








soprano and protegee of Grace 
Moore, who won rave reviews from 
the N. Y. press for appearances in 
opera at the Center theatre recently, 
already starting to capitalize on 
them. Singer is booked for 15 con- 
certs in October by the National 
Concert & Artists Corp., will prob- 
ably sing with the Cincinnati Opera 
Co. this summer, is booked for the 
Chicago Opera Co. in November, is 
being auditioned by the Met within 
the next fortnight and has received 
bids from Metro and Paramount on 
screen contracts. 

Before stepping on the stage of the 
Center theatre she was virtually un- 
known in N. Y., except to close 
friends in the music world. 


ANNE BROWN BOOKED 








Anne Brown, colored lyric soprano, 
opens a fall concert tour with the 
Toronto Symphony on Oct. 1. She 
is booked for 26 concerts so far with 
an equal number still seeking to 
engage her. Singer is presently in 
‘Porgy and Bess,’ on Broadway. 

Singer plans a Carnegie Hall re- 
cital after the first of the year and 
is brushing up on operatic roles in- 
cluding ‘Cavalleria Rusticana,’ ‘Aida,’ 
‘Carmen’ and ‘La Belle Helene.’ 

She is being sold at $750 to $1,000 
and her important engagements for 
this, her first tour, include Brooklyn, 
White Plains, Springfield, Worcester, 
Cleveland, Indianapolis, St. Paul, 
San Francisco, Phoenix, - Columbus, 
Rochester, Buffalo, Pittsburgh and 
Boston. 





Present ‘Gypsy Baron’ 
At Cosmopolitan, N. Y. 


Strauss’s ‘Gypsy Baron’ in Eng- 
lish will be presented at the Cosmo- 
politan Opera House June 19 and 20 
by the Committee for the Preserva- 
tion of Austrian Art and Culture. 

Margit Bokor, Viennese lyric so- 
prano, will appear in one of the 
leads. 





Della Chiesa’s Itinerary 


Vivian Della Chiesa, in her first 
year in concerts, has been set so 
far for 22 engagements at $750-$1,000 
each by the National Concert & 
Artists Corp. The 25-year-old soprano 
opens her tour in Toronto in late 
| October. 

She is working on ‘Mefistofele’ and 
‘Andrea Chenier,’ and had readied 
i ‘Tosca’ besides the 20 other roles 
| she already has. She will sing with 
the Chicago Opera Co., St. Louis and 








radio programs will not permit her 
going to California. 





Mexico City, May 11. 
The Ballet Theatre opened here 
today playing to a sold out house at 
the Palacio de Bellas Artes. 


The opening bill was ‘Swan Lake,’ 
‘Pas de Quatre’ and ‘Bluebeard.’ 





Percy Grainger, composer-pianist, 
has already been set for 58 dates by 
his manager, Albert Morini, for next | 
season, opening Oct. 6 in Worcester, 
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Dorothy Kirsten, 24-year old lyric | 


FOR 26 CONCERTS 


Cincinnati Opera Cos., but her two | 


Ballet Clicks in Mexico | 
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| The Trapp Family Singers, con- 
sisting of the Baron and Baroness 
Trapp, together with 10 members of 


| their family, have played 65 dates, 
jane for coming season are set for 


| approximately i100. Under the ban- 


| ner of the Metropolitan Musical 
Bureau which sells them at $750 a 


concert, the singers’ repertoire has 
drastically changed to conform with 
American ideas and ideals. 


The baroness has developed into 
an excellent mistress of ceremonies, 
with a carefully prepared script. 
Reasons for click are four, First, they 
present a wholesome family back- 
ground of culture. Second, they have 
Catholic support with 25% of their 
| bookings coming from church schools 
|and colleges. Third, the baroness has 
|been developed into a concert per- 
sonality on her own, and lastly the 
conductor is a priest. 








SAN CARLO’S NEW YORK 
RUN GROSSED $45,000 


The San Carlo Opera Co. ended its 
ll-day stand at the Center Theatre, 
N. Y., Sunday (17), after rolling up 
an approximate gross of $45,000 for 
13 performances, which is a profit of 
over $10,000 before the house 
charges other than rental, are taken 
care of. Company grossed an esti- 
jmated $20,500 from Wednesday 
through Sunday for six perform- 
ances. 

Estimates are ‘Rigoletto,’ Wednes- 
day (13), $3,200; ‘Carmen,’ Thurs- 
day (14), $3,900; ‘Faust,’ Friday (15), 
$3,800; ‘Tales of Hoffman,’ Saturday 
afternoon (16), $2,000; ‘“Trovatore,’ 
Saturday evening (16), $3,800; and 
‘Aida,’ Sunday (17), $3,800. 

New artists heard with the com- 
pany during its engagement were 
| Dorothy Kirsten, in ‘Boheme,’ ‘Pag- 
| liacci,’ and ‘Carmen,; Gertrude Ribla, 
}in ‘Cavalleria Rusticana’; Leonard 
| Stokes, in ‘Pagliacci’ and Elizabeth 
| Wysor in ‘Trovatore.’ 











‘Helen Jepson Devoting 
Summer to ‘Bundles’ 


Helen Jepson closed her concert 
seoson May 8 in Cincinnati in a per- 
formance of ‘Elijah,’ with Richard 
Creoks, Julius Huehn and Kerstin 
Thorborg. She made 30 concert ap- 
pearances and nine operatic appear- 
ances this past year. 

During the summer she will take 
a complete rest, appear on the Tele- 
phone hour in June and push her 
personal project, ‘Bundles for Blue- 
jackets. She has made 41 radio 
talks and personal appearances in 
conjunction with this drive to raise 
funds for the Navy, and to get the 
women of America to knit for serv- 
icemen. 








St. Loo Compromise 


St. Louis, May 26. 

The St. Louis symph society has 
been given assurance of free rent for 
the opera house in the city’s $7,000,- 
000 municipal auditorium for the 
1942-43 season. In return for the 
cuffo handout, execs of the symph 
society have promised to provide 
four cuffo concerts during the sea- 
son. 

The action of the Board of Esti- 
mate of the city in waiving the an- 
nual $12,500 rental fee was taken 
because of the society’s difficulty in 
raising the maintenance fund for the 
| forthcoming season, approximately 
only $70,000 of the $120,000 having 
been cached away. The $12,500 rent 
| was charged under a three-year con- 
tract which will expire next Spring. 
| The figure was a compromise of 
| $15,000 demanded by the city and 
| the $10,000 offered by the symph. 
| 











American Ballad singers, consist- 
ling of seven vocalists, have been 
| booked for 52 dates this fall at $500- 
$750 per engagement, 











S. HUROK presents 
Internationally Celebrated 


RUTH DRAPER 


America’s One-Woman Theatre 
BOOKING NOW 
HUROK ATTRACTIONS, INC. 
Jil Fifth Avenge, New York 
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Chico Marx, $20,000 in Chi, Krupa, 
206 in Pitt, Both Healthy; Herman's - 
516 2d, J. Dorsey's 476 3d Big in N. Y. 








(Estimates for This Week) 

Al Donohue, Seattle (Palomar; 
1,350; 23-35-58)—With ‘Suicide Squa- 
dron’ plus Merry Macs for stage sup- 
port. Stage show will be chiefly re- 
sponsible for great $10,000 coming 


up. 

Jimmy Dorsey, New York (Strand; 
2,756; 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10)—With ‘In 
This Our Life’ (WB) on screen. Sock 
puil of the Dorsey band, plus the fine 
draught of the picture, means an- 
other $47,000 this week (3d) for ad- 
dition to $51,000 (2d wk.), and $59,- 
000 the first. Holds fourth week. 

Glen Gray, Philadelphia (Earle; 
2.768; 35-46-57-68-75)—Backed by 
Mills Bros. on stage plus ‘True to 
Army’ (Par) on screen. Gray cred- 
ited with a good share of the $21,000 
that’s being taken in at the gate. 

Woody Herman, New York (Para- 
mount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99-$1.10 )—With 
Ink Spots, others, on stage; “This Gun 
for Hire’ (Par) on screen. Combo 
of the picture with its good notices 
and the stageshow brought big $51,- 
000 on second (final) week concluded 
last night (Tuesday). First was 
slightly over $60,000, excellent, 

Gene Krupa, Pittsburgh (Stanley; 
3,800; 30-44-55-66)—With ‘Joe Smith, 
American’ (M-G). The drummer 
boy’s doing all right this time, al- 
though not up to last visit, but he 
had Andrews Sisters with him then. 
Looks like around $20,000, and that’s 
very good. 

Chico Marx, Chicago (Oriental; 3,- 
200; 28-33-44-55)—With ‘Hello An- 
napolis’ (Col). Band is the draw 
this week and house is aiming for 
bright $20,000. 

Alvino Rey, Baltimore (Hipp; 2,- 
240; 17-25-28-39-44-55-66 )—With ‘Val- 
ley of the Sun’ (RKO). B.o. here 
leaning on the Alvino Rey band, with 
musical crew coming through for an- 
ticipated fine $17,000. 

Artie Shaw, Washington (Capitol; 
$3,424: 28-39-44-66)—With ‘Rings On 
Her Fingers’ (20th). Biz riding high 
here and great $27,500 in sight. 


Discuss Plan to Allot 





- 
~~ 





One of Every Three Road 
Dates to Army Camps 


Committee of band booking agency 





Bad Suggestion 





Band leader spotted in the 
main dining room of a New York 
hotel was featuring a Robbins 
tune and so the publisher had 
special table cards noting this 
fact printed and duly distributed 
in the room. Several days later 
when the cards were missing 
from the tables, a Robbins staff 
man asked the maestro what had 
happened to them and the ans- 
wer was that they had been 
ordered removed by the hotel 
management, 

The title of the song was, 
‘There'll Never Be a Place Like 
Home.’ 


Pa. Floods Hit 
B. G., Mclntire: 


Monroe Fine 











(Estimates) 

Georgie Auld (Canobie Lake, 
Salem, N. H., May 22). Auld’s first 
stop here pulled okay 950 hoofers 
at 75c for $713. Next night (23) at 
Roseland-State B., Boston, with Sam 
Donahue, gross was good $840 from 
1,200 dancers at 75c-65c. 


Will Bradley-Muggsy Spanier 
(Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, May 
22). Bradley, Boston fave, and 
Spanier drew fair 1,900 at 75c-65c 
for $1,330. 


Bobby Byrne-Muggsy Spanier 
(Raymor-Playmor B., Boston, May 
23). Holding over Spanier hooked 
up with Bobby Byrne to good 2,000 
.dmissions at 75c-65c for about $1,400. 

Al Donahue (Century B., Tacoma, 
Wash., May 23), Donahue drew 
‘fair’ 1,200 at $1. 

Sonny Dunham (Olympic hotel, 
Seattle, Washington, May 23). ‘Well- 
liked’ band got $870 at $1, considered 
‘good.’ 

Jan Garber (Paramount T., Ander- 
son, Ind., May 21). Garber and three 


jacts did smacko $2,100 with 2,800 at 


40c. 
Benny Goodman (Sunnybrook B., 


executives discussed the idea of in-; Pottstown, Pa., May 23). Floods near 


creasing further the commitments | 


for Army camp band dates, at the 
regular meeting with USO and Army 
officials last week. It was proposed 
that at least one-third the playing 
time of a band on the road be de- 
voted to playing camp bookings, i. e., 
two out of every seven days, one of 
each three weeks, etc. Nothing def- 
inite was decided. Plan will be 
mulled further this week. 

If the idea goes through the num- 
ber of camp bookings will be greatly 
increased, even beyond the recently 
planned total of 1,200 such commit- 
ments during the next six months. 
It was only a few weeks ago that 
letters were dispatched to some 200 
leaders asking for their okay of plan 
whereby each would be committed to 
Six dates in six months, to be played 
whenever and wherever the assign- 
ment committee saw fit. 


Riverveiw Park Opens 


With Charlie Fisk Band 


|turnstiles, most of their operators 


Des Moines, May 26. 

A three-day celebration, including 
a dawn dance, boat races and spe- 
cial amusements will mark the Me- 
morial day weekend opening of 
Riverview park. Charlie Fisk’s or- 
chestra is booked for the opening. 

Bob Reichardt will manage the 
park this season. 


—— 





Musician Sues Ice House 


Toledo, O., May 26. 
Irving Culp, musician, has filed 
suit seeking $20,000 from the Ice 
House, Inc., alleging he was a mem- 
ber of an orchestra which played for 

entertainment there on March 1. 
While leaving the bandstand, the 
petition said, he fell eight feet after 
a railing had given, way... , 


ef 








by and gas rationing responsible for 
Goodman’s below par 1,800 or so at 
$1.25. 

Dick Jurgens (Fair Grounds, Mil- 
waukee, May 17). Despite rainstorm 
Jurgens lured fine $3,164 with that 
many admissions at $1. Next night 
(18) at Crystal Palace, Coloma, Mich., 
he played to $2,435 worth at $1. On 
way east, at Hershey Park, Hershey, 
Pa., Saturday (23) draw was only 
fair; short of 1,100 at $1. Not as well 





On the Upbeat 


Del Casino band opens at Rainbow 
Room, New York, Aug. 4. 














Tommy Flynn has five-man combo 
at Glen Casino, Williamsville, N. Y. 





Harold Austin orch followed Hank 
D’Amico into Main-Utica Ballroom, 
Buffalo, 





Judy Darling, vocalist from Roly 
Rogers band, is now with Nick Jer- 
rett at N. Y.’s Famous Door. 





Woody Harman band plays a one- 
nighter tonight (Wednesday) at the 
Sunset Ballroom in Carrolltown, Pa. 





Billy Yates’ band picked to open 
summer dancing season at West View 
Park, Pittsburgh. 





Joy Rogers opening special vocal 
run in the Peabody hotel, Memphis, 
this week. 





Owens Sisters, trio, added to Eddie 
Lane orch at Hotel Stuyvesant, Buf- 
falo. 





Herb Hagenor combo exited Hotel 
Statler, Buffalo, followed (20) by 
Dick Kuhn. : 





Gene Hammers is directing Chic 
Herr’s orchestra, heard over WADC, 
Akron, Herr is now in the Army. 





Manny Landers will open the 50th 
season of Brady Lake Park, near 
Akron, 

Jean Lawrence, new, will handle 
femme vocals with Sammy Kaye 
when latter opens at Essex House, 
New York, Friday (29). 

Lou Bruno, manager of the Tri- 
anon Ballroom, Toledo, will manage 

(Continued on page 47) 





known in the area, and gas rationing 
hurt. 

Jimmie Lunceford (U. of Washing- 
ton, Seattle, May 22). College hop 
turned up good $1,700 from 750 
couples at $2.30 pair. At Trianon B., 
May 24, band got ‘good’ $2,000 at $1 
on fourth appearance, and next night 
(25) drew $1,800 at same spot. 

Vaughn Monroe (Riverside Park, 
Springfield, Mass., May 19). Open- 
season, Monroe drew extra fine 2,- 
700. At Ritz B., Bridgeport, Conn., 
May 21, band drew big 1,911 at $1.20, 
abnormal for mid-week date. Spot 
usually plays Sundays at lower tariff. 
At Brookline C. C., Philadelphia, 
Saturday (23), band did neat 1,350 
at $1.10. 

Tony Pastor (Arena, Municipal 
Aud., Kansas City, May 22). First 
date here for Pastor comparatively 
light; 1,500 dancers at 80c advance, $1 
at gate. Band unknown here except 
for recordings. 

Griff Williams (Totem Pole B., Au- 
burndale, Mass., May 20-23) Fourth 
week for Williams and still battling 
gas rationing. Four days drew 7,200 
at $1.45 pair for fine $5,220, better 
than previous week. 

Hal McIntire (Empire B., Allen- 
town, Pa., 23). In center of Penn- 
sylvania flood area, though not 
touched by waters, MclIntire’s new 
band pulled mediocre 1,940 at aver- 
age $1, with Navy Relief tieup set up 
by operator Andy Perry. Storm un- 





doubtedly hurt. 





Ohio Amus. Parks See Biz Decline, . 
Plan to Cut Down Budgets on Bands 





Cleveland, May 26. 
Instead of looking forward to Dec- 
oration Day, when 10 of Northern 
hio’s amusement parks oil up their 


are frankly jittery about the outlook 
and anticipating poor summer busi- 
ness by cutting music budgets. 

Their pessimism is based on three 
localized factors. All of the outlying 
parks are largely dependent upon 
trade from Cleveland, the only large 
city in this area, which has become 
one of the country’s busiest steel and 
airplane production centers. With 
majority of its defense plants keyed 
up to a seven-day-week grind, the 
impresarios are afraid the factory 
workers won’t have any time for out- 
door playgrounds or dancing this 
summer. 

Even the local ballrooms are now 
getting pretty lean pickings, but the 
bucolic P. T. Barnums are more wor- 
ried about the tire shortage and the 
fact that their parks cre on an aver- 
age, 45 miles from Cleyeland, | That 


would be only a hop-skip in normal 
times. Today it’s regarded ag a rub- 
ber-burning, extravagant jog for the 
jitterbugs and family crowds, de- 
clared one gloomy midway conces- 
sionaire. 

That’s why Mentor-on-the-Lake is 
cutting its ballroom schedule down 
to two dances per week until it gets 
a line on how the war is affecting 
rug-cutters. Crystal Beach Park’s 
dance hall, also about 40 driving 
miles from here, is dittoing. Geauga 
Lake Park has turned its dancery 
into a roller-rink, while owners of 
Chippewa Lake Park are still on a 
fence as to what policy to follow. 

Both Euclid Beach and Puritas 
Springs Park aren't worrying, since 
they are located in Cleveland proper. 
Neither is, Cedar Point, one of the 
biggest summer resorts in Northern 
Ohio, which usually draws heavy 
crowds via steamboat excursions 
from this burgh. Gene Krupa’s crew 
starting its season of name bands 
June 10. 





* § 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 





holiday price.) 


Band Hotel 


Johnny Long......New Yorker (400; 


major draw, 


back to six-night shift with Martin. 


to a welcoming town. 
week with 4,100 visitors. 


Around 1,600 eaters last week. 


is ‘hot’ room for any name band. 
third week. 


covers plus fine dinner biz. Aided 
Maurice and Cordoba, etc. 


week, Noble kept business in good 


room’s biz. 


Saunders continues for two weeks. 


supper customers ehalked up at the 


and Margery Daye. 


and getting the smart play. 


Jan Savitt (Casa Manana, Culver 


show. 


new show opened on Friday (22) 


Phil Harris (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). 
Thursday (28); pointing for better than 5,000 payees, which has been his 
groove, Joe Reichman follows. Harris goes on tour, 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, 4s the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels, 
Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 


Covers Total 
Weeks Pas Covers 
Played Week On Dute 


Tommy Dorsey...Astor (1,000; 75c-$1).....sscccccsess 1 5,150 5,150 
Ray Heatherton..Biltmor? (300; $1-$1.50).....seeeeees 4 400 3,600 
Guy Lombardo’...Waldorf (550; $1-$1.50).... 


2,800 2,800 
2,000 5,200 


75c-$1.50). eeeeeee 2 


Lani McIntire.....Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50)..........15 1,500 21,200 
Charlie Spivak....Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)........ 3 2,400 7,425 
Jerry Wald.......Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)....... cogeabeda F 475 3,925 


* Asterisks indicate @ supporting floor show, although the band is the 





Los Angeles 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). 
and should pull around 2,500 covers first stanza. 


Opened Thursday (21) 
Cocoanut Grove now 


Long and profitable stay ends 





Chicago 
Chuck Foster (Continental Room, Stevens Hotel; 400; $1.50-$2 min.), 
Foster had an excellent season here and should come back next autumn 
Last week was okay at 2,700 patrons. 
Eddy Duchin (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 min.). Con- 
sistent big money name in this room, Duchin continued great pace last 


Jimmy Joy (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). In eighth 
week Joy is holding well; gets only diners and not many late steppers, 


Bob Chester (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 800;-$1-$2.50 min.). This 


Chester drew 5,000 patrons in his 


Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone Hotel; 350; $2.50 min. Sat.), 
Dwight Fiske opened Friday (22) for two-week stay, replacing Yvette, 
Business held on okay with 1,900 tabs. 





Boston 


Leo Reisman (Ritz Roof, Ritz-Cariton Hotel; 350; $1 cover). 
second week, Reisman pushed business steadily upwards, garnering 1,700 


In his 


by show including Adelaide Moffett, 


Leighton Noble (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). In 19th 


stride with 950 covers over Friday- 


Saturday, only late nights, Dinner traffic also big. 

Hal Saunders (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 300; $1 cover). With open- 
ing of Ritz and Sheraton Roofs, bottom seems to have fallen out of this 
In Saunders’ fourth week, and ninth for Dorothy Lewis’ Ice 
Show, only 550 covers were paid—approximately one-fourth biz done 
by Griff Williams four weeks ago. 


Show closes Saturday (30) and 





Philadelphia 


Leo Zollo (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; $1-$1.50-$2 
min.). Second week’s stand for Zollo’s crew getting fine play with 1,278 


gate. 





Minneapolis 
Tony Di Pardo (Minnesota Terrace; Hotel Nicollet; 500; $1-$1.50) min.). 


Second week and well liked, Di Pardo brought in approximately 325 
nightly; profitable. New floor show acts are Nitza & Ravell, Hank Sieman 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Los Angeles) 
Harry James (Palladium B, Hollywood, fourth week). No letdown 
Won’t miss 25,000 by far, with another four 
weeks to go and a record in sight that will stand for some time to come. 
Ella Fitzgerald (Trianon N, Southgate, Cal.). 
town must be crossing over to where the James boys are holding 'em 
up. Pegged at slightly over 3,000 customers. 


Hoofers in this end of 


City, Cal.). He’s battling the James 


boys. Blame that for a meagre 2,200. 
Rudolf Friml, Jr. (Florentine Gardens N, Hollywood). Catching normal 
trade, which is around 5,000, but don’t overlook Nils Granlund’s floor 





(Chicago) 
Buddy Franklin (Chez Paree; 500; 


$3-$3.50 min.). Harry Richman and 
and added strength to the line-up. 


Franklin continues; 3,800 patrons last week. 
Ted Weems (Blackhawk; 400; $1.25 min.). Weems orchestra has done 
bang-up job for the Blackhawk; brought in 3,100 followers last week. 








Band Bookings 


Alvino Rey, May 30, Steel Pier, At- 
lantie City, N. J.; 31, Pleasure Beach 
Park, Bridgeport, Conn.; June 3, 
State T., Hartford; 5, Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J. 


Frankie Masters, June 1, U. of 
Richmond, Richmond, Va. 


Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis, June 12, two 
weeks, Ansley hotel, Atlanta, Ga. 


Gene Krupa, June 4, week, East- 
wood Gardens, Detroit; 12, two 
weeks, Cedar Point, Sandusky, O.; 
26, four days, Palace T., Akron, O.; 
30, three days, Palace T., Youngs- 
town, O. 

Shep Fields, June 1-3, Plymouth 
T., Worcester, Mass.; 12, Fordham U., 
New York City; 13, Brooklyn C., 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; 18, week, RKO T., 
Boston, Mass.; 26, week, Stanley T., 
Pittsburgh. 

Skinnay Ennis, May 29, Citadel, 
Charleston, S. C.; 30, Carolina T., Co- 








Jlumbia, S.-C; Syne 3, National T., 


— ED 


| Richwnand. Va.; 5, Uline Arena, 
Washington, D. C.; 8-9, Camp Upton, 
Yaphank, L. I. 

Bunny Berigan, May 29, U. of 
Scranton, Scranton, Pa.; 30, Sunny- 
brook B., Pottstown, Pa.; 31, Manhat- 
tan Center, N. Y.; June 2, Episcopal 
School, Alexandria, Va.; 6-11, Coney 
Island, Cincinnati. 

Al Donahue, June 1-7, Orpheum T., 
Vancouver, B. C.; 8-20, Jantzen 
Beach, Portland, Ore.; 27-July 4 
Commercial H., Elko, Nevada. 

Duke Ellington, July 17-Aug. 13, 
Sherman H, Chicago. ; 

Tommy Reynolds, May 29, Ohio 
State U., Columbus; May 30-June 4, 
Flint Athletic Club, Flint, Mich. 
June 5-9, Dell’s Lake, Lansing, Mich.; 
12-14, Gypsy Village, Louisville, Ky. 

Claude Hopkins, May 29, Olympia 
Park, McKeesport, Pa.; 30, Aud., Co- 
lumbus,O.; June 1-4, Toronto, Can. 
5, week, Flint Athletic Club, Flint 
Mich.; 13, White City Park B., Her- 
rin, Tl. 2 

Ray Gorrell, May 29-31, Casino B. 
Walled Lake, Mich. 





George Towne, June 4, Adolphus 
H., Dallas.” i 
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Glen Island Cabs Meet Subway 





Glen Island Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., instituted during the past 
week the taxi service it had previously planned. Over the weekend 
patrons were being hauled from the Bronx terminal of the Lexington 
Ave. subway to the Casino for 25c per person, paid by the patrons. 
However, those who used that method of reaching the spot had the 
usual 25c ‘music charge’ (really a cover) taken off their checks which, 
in effect, put the house in position of paying half the cab levy, since 
patrons also have io pay another 25c to go back. 


While not too many prospective 


business held up Friday to Sunday. 


dancers used the cabs, the Casino’s 
There were more than 1,000 


dancers on tap Saturday and the other two nights were rated ‘good’. 
Not so with the two other Westchester name band stops, however. 
Blue Gardens and Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., fell off, both from 30- 


40%. 
mal. 
and the owner of Blue Gardens is 


Patronage at both spots Sunday (24) wasn’t near half of nor- 
Since gas rationing is making things too difficult for his payroll, 


worried stiff by costs of operation, 


Raymond Scott has given two weeks’ notice to leave the spot. He 
was in on a guarantee and percentage and the situation has wiped 


out the latter, making it too expensive a proposition. 


He therefore 


gave notice, settling things happily for all concerned. Spot is remain- 


ing open, however, with no-name music. 


Log Cabin, with Teddy 


Powell, hasn’t decided on its future. 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., which has Kay Kyser until June 
5, not only wasn’t bothered, but Kyser again cracked his own Friday, 


Saturday and Sunday nights’ gross and attendance. 


There probably 


will be no indication of Meadowbrook’s future until Kyser fades out. 
Frank Dailey has Alvino Rey-King Sisters following him. 


———__—_—— 
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More Grief 











Promised Bands 


Transportation Problem More Acute Soon—Canada 


Practically Closed 


Band business has been warned to 
expect a ban against the operations 
of small, independent charter bus 
companies, about June 15. Office of 
Defense Transportation last week 
curtailed the regular inter-city runs 
of several large public bus lines, but 
made no mention of the movements 
of charter busses operated by com- 
panies specifically for that purpose. 

Since Pennsylvania Greyhound 
and other large owners of depend- 
able cruisers went out of the charter 
business couple months ago these 
smaller outfits have been carrying 
the brunt of the load of travelling 
orghestras. If ‘heir work is stopped 
the band business will be faced by a 
problem much more serious than it 
is now. At the momeut transporta- 
tion is the chief worry of all book- 
ing offices, despite the B-3 gas 
rationing cards issued to musicians 
recently. 

Canada Nearly Closed 

Bands booked into Canada can 
now travel by train only if they re- 
main in the country more than one 
day. All private movement of busses 
across the border has been stopped 
and cruisers crossing frem the U. S. 
are allowed to stay just 24 hours. 
In addition, Canadian officials have 
ruled that U. S. visitor-, including 
travelling musicians, can buy only 20 
Imperial gallons (5 qts. to gallon) of 
as a year. 

Which means that bands booked 
into the six- or seven-day circuit of 
work opportunities across the border 
(London, Montreal, Toronto, etc.) 
will be able to travel only by train. 
And train fares are higher than they 
are in.the U. vu. 





SEEKS 1,000,000 OLD 
PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 


Martin Block will begin a tie-up 
June 1 with RCA-Victor designed to 
recover old recordings and at the 
same time benefit the USO campaign. 
Block will appeal for used discs on 
his Make-Believe-Ballroom record 
program on WNEW, N. Y., asking 
they be turned in at chain stores rec- 
ord counters. USO will receive pay- 
ment from Victor, at the rate o 
2%c a platter. 

Block is aiming at~1,000,000 dis- 
carded discs, which would raise 
$25,000 for the USO. 








Bobby Byrne Orchestra 


Summers in New York 
Bobby Byrne's orchestra gets the 
Edison hotel, New York, job. He 


- Opens June 9 for 13 weeks and will 


have CBS and Mutual wires. It’s 
first time Edison’s Green Room has 
remained open during summer, a 
move prompted by business expecta- 
tions due to lack of transportation 
facilities. Shep Fields’ band closes 
Edison tonight (Wed.), Leonard Kel- 
ler coming in until Byrne’s debut. 

Jerry Wald, at Lincoln, also under 
Same management, has been held 
over until Oct. 1, when Harry James 
replaces. 


to Touring Bands 


v 





Travel Ups Prices 





Automobile tire problem will 
have the effect of increasing 
asking prices for name bands in 
the midwest, when the latter 
work out of New York into that 
territory. That will be particu- 
larly true of the less important 
name who works for from $200- 
$400 per night. Since few of this 
type of band is equipped with 
the best in private cars even in 
peace times, war-time restrictions 
on rubber ave left most with 
undependable tires, 

Which means that any outfit 
heading west from New York, as 
many do, will have to get higher 
prices, as much as $50 a day on 
one nighters, to offset extra 
transportation costs. An extra 
$50 on the per-night cost of the 
calibre of band mentioned, is 
often a stumbling block to clos- 
ing a deal. And there aren’t 
enough opportunities in the 
east to keep all of them work- 
ing steadily. 








| Dick Haymes Forgets Yen, 


Joins Benny Goodman 
Dick Haymes, vocalist who left 
Harry James five months ago and 
| lately has been awaiting a spot to 
debut him as a bandleader, has given 
up ideas of his own band for the 
duration. He joins Benny Goodman 
today (Wed.) at the Paramount the- 
atre, New York, replacing Art Lon- 
don, It’s Goodman’s opening. 
Haymes had a band awaiting him 
in Boston, gathered and in rehearsal 
under the direction of Jack Mars- 
hard, He was to have debuted at Ten 
Acres, Wayland, Mass., but the deal 
| fell through. 








Toronto, May 26. 


Some 125 members of military, 
symphonic and dance bands of this 
city participated in the funeral serv- 
lices at the Miles Chapel and at 
| Mount Pleasant Cemetery of Bert 
Henderson, formerly president of the 
|'Toronto Musical Protective Associa- 
|tion and assistant to the international 
|president of the American Federa- 
tion of Musicians. Mr. Henderson 
died at Chester, Pa., Sunday. 

Honorary pallbearers were James 
C. Petrillo, Thomas Gamble, Edward 
Canavan, V. O. Cluesmadam, New 
York; Harry Brenton, Boston; W. M. 
Murdoch, Toronto. Active pall- 
bearers were Don Romanelli and 
Bob Cornfield, Toronto; Clay W. 
Reigle and Fred Culley, New York; 
Stuart P. Dunlop, Montreal; George 
Gibbs, Boston. 








Pennsylvania hotei, N. Y., has 
nixed the idea of.a ‘battle of music’ 
over WJZ, New York, between the 
bands of Charlie Spivak and Erskine 
Hawkins. Spivak’s at the Penn, 
Hawkins at the Savoy Ballroom, 
Harlem. No reason was given. It 





Bert Henderson’s Services 


Charge Musicians With 
Smuggling Marihuana 


El Paso, Texas, May 26. 

Two musicians, Robert William 
Davis of Kansas City, and Leon 
Bertram of San Francisco, were 
charged here on Saturday with 
smuggling marihuana from Mexico 
into the United States, a Federal 
violation. 

The two are being held here under 
$500 bail. 


KAY KYSER NOW 
PARTLY SWEET 


Kay Kyser’s aims for his band, 
currently at Frank Dailey’s Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N.J., are unique 
when viewed in comparison with 
the moves of leaders of contemp- 
orary crews. Since the wild jump 
and jitterbug days of 1939 and ’40 


the hot band leaders have been 
quieting their style to a flexible, 
middle groove, wherein their organi- 
zations are capable of delivering a 
sweet ballad properly as well as 
driving out a hot tune. Such a trend 
is made even more definite since 
Tommy Dorsey’s addition strings. 
Kyser, however, is gradually shift- 
ing around from a straight sweet 
style to where he can dish up a 
jump arrangement, too. The basic 
sweet style which put him at the 
popularity peak he is now riding 
will not be disturbed, but he explains 
he sees no reason why his band 
should not have wider appeal with- 
out injuring the formula that has 
already proven successful. He even 
uses instrumentals, usually the fare 
of only the warmer style orchestras. 


HARRY GOODMAN INTO 
ARMY AS A ‘BOOKER’ 


Harry Goodman, brother of Benny 
and owner of Regent and Harman 
Music Co.’s, has enlisted in the Army. 
He reported for duty Friday (22) in 
New York in a special branch of the 
Morale Division. His job will con- 
sist of routing drafted or enlisted 
musicians to various Army camps, to 
assure each of the proper instrumen- 
talists to form dance bands, thereby 
avoiding a too-heavy concentration 
of, for example, trumpeters at one 
camp while there’s a lack of them at 
another, 

Juggy Gayles, now assistant to 
|Goodman in the operation of the 
| music firms, assumes the post of gen- 
eral manager in Goodman’s absence 
and will have full control. 











Glenn Miller’s 15% Commission 
Beef Dismissed By AFM Exec Bd. 





Jazz Matinees Spread 


Boston, May 26. 

Sunday afternoon ‘jam sessions’, Or 
‘jazz matinees’ as the promoters pre- 
fer to call them so as not to incur 
the enmity of the Musicians’ Union, 
are becoming increasingly popular. 
Started two months ago at the Ken 
Club, where Buzzie Drooten’s band 
held forth assisted by an imported 
guest star, usually from Nick’s in the 
Village (N.Y.C.). Average of 250 
paid 50-cent cover weekly. 

When Ken Club decided to re- 
place Drooten with Red Allen group, 
Drooten was grabbed by competish 
Hotel Buckminster, and opened last 
Sunday (24) aided by guestars 
Frankie Newton, trumpeter, and 
James P. Johnson on piano. 

Frequently, sidemen from name 
bands appearing locally sit-in at 
these sessions. 


Saltair Resort 
Sees Summer 
Situation Okay 


Salt Lake City, May 26. 

Saltair Summer Resort will open 
as usual on Saturday, May 30, re- 
gardless of tire and gas shortages. 
They figure there is little for them 
to worry about since they have for 
years had train service to the resort, 
some 20 miles from the City. 


A pre-season dance did well on 
May 19, when Sammy Kaye’s or- 
chestra played a one-night stand. 
Opening night will present Gary 
Nottingham and his Orchestra. Pol- 
icy for 1942 will remain unchanged, 
with initial contracts signed by Bob 
Crosby, Ted Fio Rito and Paul 
Whiteman. 














Harry James Into Astor 


Harry James orchestra goes into 
its first major New York hotel, Aug. 
12, when it follows Alvino Rey at 
Astor Roof. Rey opens July 15, fol- 
lowing the current Tommy Dorsey. 
James is in for three weeks, until 
Sept. 5. 

James has played at the Lincoln 
hotel, New York, and is scheduled to 
return there Oct. 1. 








Details Effect War Has 


Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Swing is dead—long 
strings. 

If you think we're kidding, you 
ought to join us on the road. As 
you know we have 20 pieces in our 
band and seven of them are strings 
and a harp. 

Heretofore we have had to hide 
them on one-nighters, but no more 
|The kids are still anxious, of course, 


live the 








|to hear a swing number, to see if | 


you can do it. But, after that first 
lswing number, you can forget the 
|screamer arrangements and even 
burn them. All they want is ‘Moon- 
light Cocktail,’ ‘Sleepy Lagoon’ and 
|‘Tangerine.” There is a reason for 
'Gene Krupa saying ‘the Gut Buckets 
| is all’ and it ain’t Postum—and 
ithere’s also reason for Shaw engag- 
| ing 15 strings and T. D. grabbing 
himself a mess of catgut and an 
angel’s digot, commonly known as a 
harp. 

I am afraid the gas rationing is 
going to kill all of the roadhouses 
but is sure helping the hotels. Every 
day is Saturday at the Chase Hotel 
in St. Louis snd Saturday is New 
| Year’s Eve—and I give due credit 


here, and also repeatinz at the Pea- 
body Hotel in Memphis within a pe- 
riod of two months. 

The middlewest at first did not 
realize that there was a war. 





was to have aired 5-6 p.m. Saturdays. ' they are now becoming more con- | headaches. 


to the strings to being held over | 


And | But it's » let of fun. 


Strings, the Thing, Says Himber 5 


Had on Transportation, 


Swing, Roadhouses, Tuxedos, Etc. 


, scious of the fact, because of the 
|radio and because of rationing. 
There is another thing that sur- 
prised me on the road, It seems they 
| don’t know what a tuxedo is. Espe- 
| cially in California and in the South. 


ern States. The girls come beautiful- 
ly attired in evening gowns and the 
boy ambles in in sports clothes | 
and lounge suits. 
| As For Transportation 

And is it tough to move an or- 
chestra! You can’t charter a bus 


I can just hear in my mind’s eye 
Jack Benny’s stooge saying: ‘Govern- 
ment regulations — you know — I 
|didn’t make the laws’—as the bus 
companies very coldly fluff you off. 
|We used to be hounded to death by 
| R.R. passenger agents,*but no more. 
| They now think they are doing you 
la favor to sell you a ticket—and 
they probably are. 

And about the boys in the band. 

| Woe is me. If I lok crosseyed at 
one of ther because of a minor 
iclinker they give you the routine 
lof going in the army, ‘I don’t need 
\this job; I'd just as soon spend the 
last couple of days with my family.’ 
|—_Unquote! 
So naturally the arrangements 
jhave to be interesting enough, so 
| that the boys will take pride in their 
own work and give me clinkerless 
days. Yep. Things have changed. 
Even with the 
Richard Htmber. 


vv 





American Federation of Musicians’ 
executive board has dismissed Glenn 
Miller’s petition for permission to 
| lower his commission payments to 
| General Amusement Corp. to the 5% 


| limit allowed by the New York state 
| employment egency law. Miller had 
asked also that GAC refund him the 
difference between the 5% he wanted 
de pay and the 15% it has been col- 
lecting, as per its booking contract 
with the band, for theatres, one- 
night bookings and Mier’s Chester- 
field broadcasts. 

According to his personal mane 
ager, Don Haynes, the AFM’s execu- 
tive board has now been asked for 
permission to take the issue into civil 
court. According to an AFM execu- 
tive, the board assertedly had not yet 
received the request Monday (25). 
Such a procedure is mandatory, ac- 
cording to AFM regulations, before 
a case between members can be 
taken outside the AFM’s jurisdiction. 
Case itself must first be presented for 
adjudication, too, as was done by 
Miller. 

Miller began his argument with 
GAC around the first of the year. He 
suspended commission payments to 
the agency at the time and in turn 
the agency held out several salary 
checks it had received for the band’s 
Chesterfield programs. AFM made 
both pay up and denied Miller’s re- 
quest that his commission payments 
be held in escrow until the case was 
settled. Miller’s booking contract 
with GAC has about a year and a 
half to run. 


NOT BOOKING 
FAR AHEAD 


One-night dance promoters are be- 
ing very careful about booking 
bands far in advance. Consensus 
among agency single-date sellers is 
that there’s a definite stand-offish 
attitude among buyers, most pre- 
ferring to take chances with short- 
notice bookings. rather than commit 
themselves far in advance and be 
caught out on a limb by a tighten- 
ing of transportation difficulties. 

Only one ballroom so far has been 
eliminated. Max Kearson, who pro- 
motes at Mecca Temple, Scranton, 
Pa., and at Rochester, N. Y., has in- 
formed bookers he will not operate 
his usual summer stand, Fernbrook 
Park, Dallas, Pa., out::de of Wilkes- 
Barre. 

Agency bookers were eager to 
check Saturday business at outstand- 
ing ballroom sites Monday (25) 
morning, to find out how things were 
after a week of gas rationing. Ray 
Hartenstine’s Sunnybrook, Potts- 
town, Pa., was extremely interest- 
ing to them since most of Harten- 
stine’s business arrives by car. He 
did approximately 1,800 (not good) 
with Benny Goodman; Andy Perry's 
Empire Ballroom, at Allentown. Pa., 
did 1,940 (cool) with Hal McIntyre, 
in a tieup for Navy Relief. How- 
ever, that part of Pennsylvania was 
over-run by a flood and the figures 
|can’t be true indications. While the 
| flood-waters didn’t touch either spot 
| it’s conceded the flow choked off 
| business. 

Hershey Park, Hershey. Pa., in 
western part of the state, is another 
interesting stand, but there again a 
true idea couldn’t be obtained. Dick 
Jurgens’ band, not too well known 
in that territory, pulled about 1.100 
people which made Jack Solen- 
berger, operator, ‘feel better.’ 











BAND COMMITTEE SEEKS 
CAMP-BOOKING BOSS 


| Committee of band agency execu- 
_ tives now working with USO and 
| Army officials in scheduling band 
| appearances at Army camps, is cast- 
| ing around for some one qualified to 
,assume supervision of camp book- 
|ings. Committee is assertedly sti! 
|anxious to take the free camp dates 
out of the hands of the USO and 
book them direct, but so far has 
found no one capable of directing the 
| full time work. 

Several men within the business 








| have been offered the spot, but none 
iheve accepted. 
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10 Best Sellers on Com-Machines 





(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week tn jukeboxes 


throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety.’ 


of more than one band or wocolist after the title indicates, in order of 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. Always In My Heart (5) (Remick).. 


2. Tangerine (8) (Famous).......ccececees 


8. Sleepy Lagoon (5) (Chappell)... 


4. Somebody Else. (12) (Shapiro).... 


8. Jersey Bounce (12) (Lewis)...........6- 


Figures and names in 


{Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

*“***) Glenn Miller.......Bluebird 
{Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 

) Vaughn Monroe... .Bluebird 

{ Harry James...... Columbia 
ocoooere) Jimmy Dorsey:.... ...Decca 


{ Benny Goodman.......Okeh 
******) Russ Morgan.........Decca 


Y Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
6. Under Apple Tree (7) (Robbins)....... fg Ra agal ‘ot ee 
7. Johnny Doughboy (2) (Crawford)....... Eso: aah Pas Yao 
8. String Pearls (13) (Mutual)............ ‘ Weep olen sess sae 
9. Remember You (7) (Paramount)........ neti eee ee 


10. One Dozen Roses (2) (Famous)... 


{ Art Kassel..... ...-Bluebird 


*see***) Dick Jurgens..........Ckeh 


OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below 


first 10 in popularity. Tunes with 


number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


Moonlight Cocktail (13) (Jewel).......... je os 
Winew Kien te Conse COpeHN):....2.--++- ete Senith. Columbia 
Who Wouldn't Love You (aesto)..nne [EY Combai” Beers 
We'll Meet Again (Dash).....0...+.-2+00: ‘ i ny aap 7 Rae 
Breathless (CLP).....sccecseeesseeseees con 1 eee eee 
Thee Lie Sher, (BR) nen Meg Ph 
ne |) eee Seen eee eee name eaoks yoo ee 
a ee — a , rte: ae ane 
Don’t Tell Lie About Me, Dear (Santly)... Yorba Monroe. sees Btuabira 
My Little Cousin (Doraine)...............Benny Goodman......... Okeh 





$16,133 Tax Rap Vs. 


B’way Talent on 


Nat Shilkret Cues 


H'wood Residence 





Washington, May 26. 


composer raked in over $125,000 in 


Forcible reminder that New York! the two years he was in Hollywood 


stage, screen and radio personalities 
lured to the Coast must comply with 
the letter of the law if they want to 
get the benefit of lower Federal in- 
come taxes through California’s com- 
munity property laws was given Fri- 
day (22) when the Board of Tax Ap- 
peals sustained deficiency assess- 
ments aggregating $16,133 against 
Nat Shilkret. 

Because the maestro kept an 
apartment ins New York during the 
two years he was on the Coast under 
contract to RKO, the Federal um- 
pires laughed at the idea he intended 
to make California his permanent 
place of residence. And since he 
wasn’t a ‘resident’ of California, he 
isn’t entitled to divide his earnings 
with his wife, thus enjoying the priv- 
lege of ducking surtaxes and filing 
separate Federal income returns. 
The Board hammered home, also, 
earlier ruling—in a case involving 
Herbert Marshall—that not even the 
income received for working in Cali- 
fornia can be treated as ‘community 
property’ and automatically split 
50-50. 

Disclosing the orchestra leader- 








(pay from RKO totaled $102,538), 
the Tax Appeals Board snorted at the 
idea the reason the Shilkrets main- 
tained a New York apartment was 
their inability to find a satisfactory 
unfurnished house in Hollywood. In- 
stead of renewing their Gotham lease 
twice during the life of the RKO 
contract, they could have put their 
furniture in storage on the Coast, 
the Board observed. Further objec- 
tion was based on evidence that 
Shilkret maintained a New York of- 
fice, bringing the comment, ‘Nor does 
it appear that in his professional 
work petitioner burned his bridges 
in New York.’ 

Collateral evidence which ap- 
peared influential with the referees 
was the Shilkrets’ failure to register 
as California voters and maintaining 
ballot privileges in New York. Filing 
of income tax returns from Cali- 
fornia aren’t convincing proof he in- 
tended to become a permanent resi- 
dent. 

‘It appears to be closer to the reali- 
ties of the whole situation to inter- 


pret petitioner’s state of mind in 1936 | 
relating to his future professional | 


Names 


{ Benny Goodman.......Okeh 
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Currently 


New 


PELHAM HEATH 


Indefinite Engagement 


WOR-MBS 


work to have been to stay in Cali- 
fornia IF he found it profitable to 
do so at the end of his two-year con- 
tract; otherwise, to return to New 
York,’ Board said in its unanimous 
opinion. 

His Evidence Unsustained 


‘Petitioner has failed to show that 
he took up residence in California 
with any present intention of resid- 
ing there indefinitely and perman- 
ently without any actual intention of 
returning to New York as his per- 
manent home; that he abandoned the 
original domicile in the state of New 
York.’ 

If the only reason for not taking 
customary steps to move permanent- 
ly was the difficulty in finding a 
home, ‘it is not reasonable to believe 
that the facilities for storing the 
furniture for a short time in Cali- 
fornia would not have occurred to 
persons who had a definite and fixed 
intent to establish a permanent home 
in California, as petitioner asks us to 
believe,’ the opinion said. ‘Nor is it 
reasonable to believe that persons 
who had a present intent to establish 
a permanent home in California 
would, after carrying the New York 
lease well into the autumn of 1936 
at a rental of $3,000 a year, consider 
it cheaper or more economical to 
contract to pay another year’s renta! 
of $3,000, on Sept. 30, 1936, rather 
than move the household furnish- 
ings to California and store them in 
a warehouse until all requirements 
were met in selecting a new house.’ 

Indications that Shilkret consid- 
ered settling in California included 
changing addresses on insurance pol- 
icies, moving securities to California, 
opening a local bank account, joining 
a country club and musicians union, 
and sending his son to the University 
of Southern California law school. 


Boatride Out of D.C. 
Now Full-Week Job 
For Name Bands 


Band policy of the Potomac River 
Boat Line, operating out of Wash- 
ington, D. C., becomes a full-week 
operation this year. In previous 
years name and semi-name crews 
were used only weekends. Change 
was induced by lack of land trans- 
portation facilities to reach enter- 
tainment,. which is expected to in- 
crease boat ride business. 

Red Norvo’s band begins the full- 
week policy, opening today (Wed.), 
when the line begins its cruises. Mc- 
Farland Twins follow June 2, and 
Johnny Messner goes aboard June 9. 
Bookings are exclusively MCA’s. 











S-B Sues Fred Fisher Over 


‘Beautiful Sea’ Renewal 

Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., filed 
suit yesterday (Tuesday) against 
Fred Fisher Music Co., Inc., charg- 
ing the defendant with an attempt to 
plagiarize the song, ‘By the Beauti- 
ful Sea.’ Action involves a contro- 
versy over renewal rights. 

Song was written in 1914 by Harry 
Carroli and Harold R. Atteridge and 
assigned to the plaintiff. On May 3, 
1937, Atteridge assigned renewal 
rights to S-B, and on May 20, 1941, 
Carroll and Mary Atteridge, widow 
of Harold Atteridge, who died in 
1938, also assigned plaintiff renewal 
rights. 

It is claimed Fred Fisher regis- 
tered an assignment on the song June 


rights from Atteridge’s widow. An 
injunction to prevent publication, an 
accounting if publication has actual- 


lly taken place, and damages are 


asked. 





Fraternal and Axe-Less 





ASCAP has its first fraternal or- 
ganization. It’s the Charter Mem- 
bers Association and the officers are 
Leo Edwards, prez; Dave Stamper, 
v.p.; Harold Orlob, treasurer, and 


Herman Paley, secretary. At a 
meeting last Thursday (21) the as- 
sociation, which consists of writers 
exclusively, pledge itself to unity 
among ASCAP members and to ‘pre- 
serve the ideals as set up by the 
founders of ASCAP, Victor Herbert, 
Nathan Burkan and George Maxwell. 

Following the meeting Edwards 
declared that the association has no 
axes to grind and that its only aim 
is to be of service to ASCAP mem- 





bers as a fraternal and benevolent 
organization. : 








Oddities of Shellac Returns’ 





Coin machine operators used to sell their worn-out records to used- 
record retail stores at as high as nine cents apiece. The recent order 
by major record manufacturers requiring the return of one old disc 
for every three new purchases accordingly cuts into that revenue, 
New average is six cents a pound for returns. 

Columbia’s situation so far as the returned discs is concerned is 
ironical. From one Victor, Decca, old Columbia, Brunswick or Vo- 
calion platter the company can reclaim enough material to turn out 
three of its current Columbia releases via its laminated method. Yet 
those same modern laminated discs are much less desirable when they 
wear out and are returned. It’s said the paper core of the laminated 
process is difficult to remove, and even after that’s done the reclaimed 
materials hardly make it worth while. 


Inside Stufl—Orchestras 


Benny Goodman was docked one day’s pay by the Stanley theatre, 
Pittsburgh, last week, for failing to show up at all opening day. Leader 
was in New York at that time, going through an Army physical exam- 
ination at Governor's Island. Pro-rata percentage of his salary was de- 
ducted from his net profit, that is, after his salaries and expenses were 
set aside. 

Theatre claimed that Goodman could have made it from New York 
for at least the third and fourth show. It’s said a plan has been set up 
whereby Goodman would take a 11 a.m. plane out of N.Y., if he was de- 
ferred. and arrive at the theatre about 2:20 p.m., in time for the first 
show, which woutd be held. But a longer time for his physical and lack 
of available seats on outgoing planes prevented him flying at all, Good- 
man explained. He went out by train that night and went into the show 
next day (Friday). 




















Roy Gill, operator of the Totem Pole Ballroom, Auburndale, Mass., 
extended himself in exploiting the opening today (Wed.) at his spot of 
Dick Jurgens’ orchestra. Gill, who consistently uses radio spot announce- 
ments, large newspaper ads, etc., to advertise the bands he plays, bought 
up 1,000 copies of Jurgens’ ‘One Dozen Roses’ a few weeks ago and dis- 
tributed them to his young patrons, to be brought in later for Jurgens’ 
autograph. In addition he shared the cost ($1,750) of a full page ad in 
Sunday edition of a Boston sheet, beside his usual heavy outlay in other 
mediums. Columbia Records paid part of the ad. : 

Jurgens’ booking at the Totem Pole is his first of any note in the east. 
He’s a midwestern fave. Band is booked for the N. Y. Strand theatre 
some time in August. ' 


Syndicate involving Goldie, head waiter at Mrs. Maria Kramer’s Roose- 
velt hotel, Washington, D. C., is considering the advisability of taking the 
Chevy Chase, in the capital’s suburbs, and transforming it into a name 
band ballroom for the summer. Spot is an ice-skating rink during the 
winter, a policy that would be maintained, the dancing idea being only 
for the warm months. 

Washington currently has no such ballroom. Only places where name 
music can be heard are at the Roosevelt, Del Rio Club, Carlton hotel. 
All are playing to peak patronage, which stimulated the ballroom idea. 
However, Chevy Chase idea may not go through because it’s out of Wash- 
ington proper. It is serviced by a bus line, though. 





Sonny Skyler, former vocalist with Vincent Lopez, now isn’t sure that 
he will go through with the idea of having a band of his own. U.S. Army 
is influencing the change of heart. Since he began rehearsing the new 
combination several weeks ago the draft has grabbed five of the 12 men 
he assembled. There’s a possibility he may return to Lopez, at the Taft 
hotel, New York. 

If he continues to work on his own group the singer intends making it 
a sweet combo; with fiddles, 





Tommy Dorsey has 28 men in his band plus two femme vocalists with 
him atop the Hotel Astor Roof, N. Y. Highlight is the 10-violin section 
and a femme harpist. There are seven brass, five reeds, four rhythm, 
plus Frank Sinatra and The Pied Pipers. Biz has been extraordinary 
since opening, setting a new Saturday night record, although this is to 
be expected nowadays in view of the strong weekend influx to Broadway 
because of the war. 





Guy Lombardo’s band at the Starlight Roof of the Waldorf hotel, New 
York, will move downstairs into the hostelry’s winter Wedgwood Room 
for one night, May 31. Roof is being taken over for the night by furrier 
I. J. Fox for a wedding reception for his daughter Juliette, who’s to be 
married that day. 

Joe Rines, director of special musical shows for the Blue network, is 
to lead the band for the party. He’s getting $3,000 for the job. 

Jack Kapp of Decea Records bloomed in the latest Securities & Ex- 
change Commission report on stock operations of corporate insiders as 
open-handed enough to give away nearly 10% of his holdings in the plat- 
ter firm. During March he made five gifts the same day, aggregating 2,150 
shares of common. He still has 23,091 tickets. ; 

Report also showed Harold I. Thorp, a Decca director, sold 100 of his 
common holdings, hanging on to 200. 





Sy Shribman’s Worcester, Mass., dancery will operate as a one-night 


!stand for awhile, to determine how the lack of transportation will effect 
25, 1941, claiming it had renewal | 


it. It was originally designed as a location job. Vaughn Monroe opened 
spot last night (Tuesday). Incidentally, its name will be ‘Sun Valley, not 
‘Bal-a-Lair,’ its original handle. 





Patti Gene (Baldridge), who warbled with Al Kavelin’s band for a 
while, has signed with Barney Rapp as vocalist, and her husband, Bill 
Ludwig, goes along as Rapp’s drummer boy. Negotiations between Rapp 
and Miss Gene have been going on for several weeks, or ever since his 
regular vocalist, Ruby Wright (Mrs. Rapp), retired for maternity. 

Damon Runyon, after some powwows with William Morris agency's 
Ed Fishman on the Coast, discovered some inside on bands, records, juke- 
boxes, and he made it the theme of a couple of features. 





Sammy Fletcher and his Duke Am- 
bassadors are to be booked by MCA. —Variety, Mar. 11, 1942. 
Les Brown and Johnny Long also 
started similarly at Duke U., while 


“ 9? 
now 
Saciet sentierty “st, Oke U. whim it eer’ ane 7ee K 


Ennis originated at nearby U. of AND 


North Carolina. “Down for Double” 


OKEH Record No. 6584 


COUNT BASIE 


And His Orchestra 





“A NEAT ENTRY” 





Ardie Wilber is leaving Les 
Brown’s band to resume leadership 
of a small combination. He joined 
Brown to replace sax-clarinetist Abe 
Most, who has been deferred for 
Army duty. Meantime Brown has 
seven saxes on the stand, including 
his own. 











Per. Mgt.: MILTON EBBINS 
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ASCAP CANT SLAP WRITERS 





+ 


Thurman Arnold Writes Paine 





Following is the letter to John Paine of ASCAP which figured 
prominently in the dispute between ASCAP and several of its writer 
members over the interpretation of the licensing procedure section 


in the consent decree: 


(Copy) 


Dear Sir: 


May 16, 1942. 


Considerable confusion seems to prevail with respect to the right 
of your members to issue performing licenses under the terms of 


Section 2, Sub-section 1, of the ASCAP consent decree. 


This con- 


fusion is exemplified by numerous complaints received by the De- 
partment to the effect that your organization is violating the terms 


thereof by: 


(1) Threatening disciplinary action against your members for issu- 
ing gratuitous licenses to commercial users of music; 

(2) Insisting that the amount charged by your respective members 
in the issuance of licenses be a substantial amount; 

(3) Refusing to specify the amount which would be deemed substan- 
tial or reasonable by your organization, and 

(4) Notifying commercial users of music that they would be held 
to a strict account for the performance of music under graiuiious li- 


censes granted by your members. 


The Department deems all of the above activity, if true, violative of 
the intent and terms of the consent decree. The courtesy of a prompt 
reply as to the position of ASCAP in this matter will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 


Thurman Arnold, 
Assistant Attorney General. 











ASCAP Loses in Eforts to Avoid 
Filing Answer to Marks Suit 





Shut off from its last technical 
refuge by a decision of the N. Y. 
appelate division issued Friday (22), 
ASCAP must file by this Monday (1) 
an answer to the suit brought against 
it by E. B. Marks and Broadcast 
Music, Inc., on the question whether 
the publisher was free to license the 
works of ASCAP writer members 
contained in his catalog. ASCAP 
had contended that the N. Y. 
supreme court, where the suit was 
filed, is without jurisdiction on the 
issue. The appellate division not 
only upheld the lower court’s affirm- 
ative answer to the jurisdiction ar- 
gument, but refused to permit 
ASCAP to take the point to the 
Court of Appeals. 

Last week’s activities on this case 
included the holding of a couple con- 
ferences among counsel for several 
publishing firms in ASCAP. These 
lawyers sought to find a way of help- 
ing ASCAP in the presentation of 
its answer so that the case wouldn’t 
have the aspect of a fight between 
publishers and writers, but rather 
be entirely focused on the single 
question of Marks’ specific contracts 
with the four writer members in- 
volved in the suit. The publishers’ 
lawyers had as their source of dis- 
cussion a rough draft ef the answer 
that ASCAP counsel had already 
prepared, and they were anxious to 
evolve a defense that would steer the 
issue away from the point where the 
court would have to decide whether 
the performing rights flowed from 
the publisher or the writer. 

Lawyer Views 

The lawyers at these meetings 
represented eight publisher directors 
on the ASCAP board. The attorneys 
were Francis Gilbert, for G. Schir- 
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mer, Inc., Carl Schirmer, Inc., Irving 
Berlin, Inc, and Bregman-Vocco- 
Conn; A. M. Wattenberg, for the 
Warner Bros. group and the Max 
Dreyfus interests; Bernard Goodwin, 
for the Paramount firms, and Sam- 
uel J. Buzzell, for Mills Music, Inc. 


One of the legal group denied the 
report that it had been suggested 
during the discussions that they urge 
ASCAP counsel to default in the 
case to avoid bringing about an ad- 
judication on the broad question of 
whether the publisher or the writer 
controlled the performing rights. 
What would prevent such a move, 
even if the publisher contingent in 
ASCAP favored it, is the certainty 
that John Schulman, as counsel for 
the Songwriters Protective Associa- 
tion, would himself press the ques- 
tion to a showdown, 

Marks has advanced the contention 
that when a publisher resigns from 
ASCAP, as he did previous to the 
music-radio war, the publisher not 
only retains the rights that he had 
assigned the Society, but recaptures 
the performing rights of the writers 
involved even though they continue 
as ASCAP members. He also argues 
that a publisher yields to ASCAP 
the administration of his writers’ 
performing rights so long as they are 
both members of ASCAP and if a 
publisher is not a party to his 
writers’ renewal of contracts with 
ASCAP the rights that the publisher 
had originally ceded come to an end. 
ASCAP'’s position is that it nonethe- 
less retains these rights through the 
writers’ membership, 





‘B-I-BI’ SONG SUIT 

Charles Philip Niles, Jr., com- 
poser, filed suit Monday (25) in N.Y. 
federal court against Broadcast 
Music, Inc., Music Dealers Service, 
Inc., Charles D. Rinker and the 
Charles Rinker Music Publishing Co. 
Plaintiff claims the plagiarism of the 
words and music of his song, ‘Bicky’, 
written in 1940, 
‘B-I-Bi’. 

An _ injunction, accounting 
profits and damages are asked. 

















HAVE YOU HEARD? 


“STRICTLY INSTRUMENTAL” 


Rec or rded bY HARRY JAMES (COL.) 


CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, 


INC. 
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DICK ROBERTSON 
Decca No. 4189 





The new “country tune” sensation. 


WALKING THE FLOOR OVER YOU 


BOB ATCHER 
Okeh No. 6496 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 
' 1211 N. Poinsettia Drive, Hollywood 


Ernest Tubb’s 


ERNEST TUBB 
Decea No. 5958 





in Rinker’s song, 


of | 
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NO FORGE T0 
HOLD MEMBERS 


Attempt to Discipline So- 
ciety Writers Doing Busi- 
ness Outside, on Grounds 
of Violation of Contrac- 
tual Commitment, Draws 
Ire of Department of Jus- 
tice 





—_—_—— 


STOP THE STOPPERS 





(Copy of Telegram) 
New Orleans, May 25. 
Editor, ‘Variety’ 

I did not condone or authorize 
disciplinary action by ASCAP 
against its members for issuing 
gratuitous licenses. Such discip- 
linary action by ASCAP deemed 
violation of consent decree. 

Victor Waters, 

Assistant U. S. Attorney General 





The U. S. Department of Justice 
has called a halt on the efforts of the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers to stop some 
of its writer-members from issuing 
free licenses to radio stations. The 
tempest stirred up by ASCAP’s ac- 
tion showed no signs of abating yes- 
terday (26) even though Holmes 
Baldridge, aide to Thurman Arnold, 
assistant attorney general in charge 
of the anti-trust division, had ad- 
vised John G. Paine, ASCAP general 
manager, and Herman Finkelstein, of 
ASCAP counsel, during a conference 
in Washington the day before (25) 
that the Department holds to its con- 
tention that the ASCAP consent de- 
cree does permit gratuitous licensing. 


Charge Violations 


The department stepped into the 
ASCAP licensing picture after the 
Society had undertaken to take dis- 
liplinary action against Harry Revel, 
Mort Greene, Buddy Kaye, Xavier 
Cugat and Milton Berle for granting 
licenses through Broadcast Music, 
Inc., the E. B. Marks Music Corp. and 
other organizations in competition 
with ASCAP. The complaints served 
on these writers by ASCAP charged 
they were violating their contracts 
with the Society and also the terms 
of Section 2, Subdivision 1 of the 





(Continued on page 42) 


Chasm Too Wide Between Groups 
Of Publishers, Abandon Immediate 
Hope for Revised ASCAP CAP Payoff 





15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 


(Week of May 23) 


Johnny Doughboy..... Crawford 
Sleepy Lagoon.........Chappell 
Jersey Bounce............Lewis 
Don’t Sit Apple........Robbins 
One Dozen Roses.......Famous 





ye oy eoes -Famous 
NOE * sd ina dn saves ..-Morris 
Always In Heart........ Remick 


Somebody Taking Piace.Shapiro 


Three Little Sisters..,... Santly 
Moonlight Cocktail..,....Jewel 
We'll Meet Again....,....Dash 
ee POR Si dee eae seoee Santly 
Threw Kiss Ocean.......Berlin 
Who Wouldn't Love 

I ea eheish aba Maestro 











Campbell-Connelly Wins 
First Round in Suit 


Campbell-Connelly & Co. Lid. 
British publisher, scored an impoy- 
tant point through a novel legal ap- 
proach in the N. Y. supreme court, 





Monday (25), when Justice Felix 
Benvenga rejected a motion by 
Paramount Pictures Corp. asking 


that the publisher's complaint be 
dismissed... C-C is suing the film 
company for failing to obtain a/| 
world license from it for the use of | 
‘Memphis Blues’ in the production, 
‘Birth of the Blues.’ 
Campbell-Connelly claims that in 
June, 1934, it received from the 
whilom Joe Morris Music Co, the 
world licensing rights to the num- 
ber, exclusive of the United States, 


Australia and New Zealand. When | 


Paramount made the picture it ig- 
nored C-C and contracted for these 
world rights with Mercer & Morris, 
which had meanwhile bought the Joe 
Morris catalog. 

Instead of awaiting to take action 
in foreign countries Julian T. Abeles 
C-C’s American counsel, started suit 
in the N. Y. state court on the 
theory that Paramount had caused 
a breach of contract between Joe 
Morris and his client. Justice Ben- 
venga upheld this contention by 
holding that C-C did have a cause 
of action against Paramount. 





Move within the publisher section 
‘of ASCAP te revise the system of 
royalty classification has temporarily 
collapsred. By a vote of 30 to 3 
ASCAP publisher members, meeting 
at the offices of the organization last 
Wednesday night (20), agreed to 
waive making any changes in the 
system at this time and to refer the 
proposed new plan back to the 
classification committee. Tt is now 
up to the committee to compromise 
the fundamental objections to the 
plan as brought out at the meeting 
or shelve the entire thing. 

The meeting disclosed that the 
major publishing firms and the 
smaller publishers were sharply 
aligned against each other on these 
fundamental objections. As one of 
the smaller pubs expressed it, the 
two groups split widely apart as 
/s00n it became evident that the lerge 
publishers were intent upon eating 
| their cake and having it too. The 
latter agitated for a revamping of 
performance point values, but they 
| declined to soften the possible loss 
|of income on this score to the 
smaller publishers by agreeing to 
|reduce the seniority allocation from 
20°% to 10% and increasing the per- 
forming points quota from 50% to 
60% The remaining 30% in the 
classification setup as it now stands 
lis credited to catalog availability, or 
the relative value of a member's 
work to the ASCAP repertoire. 

Seniority 


Shortly after the meeting opened 
it became evident that the major 
publishers, such as Louis Bernstein, 
Gustave Schirmer and Sau] Born- 
stein (the last expressing his senti- 
ments by letter), were opposed to 
tinkering with the seniority quotient. 
When this issue was put to a vote the 
count was 28 to 5 in favor of keeping 
seniority at 20%. No sooner was 
the vote completed than several 
other publishers, including John 
O’Connor, Jack Bregman and Lester 
Santly raised the question whether 
any changes should be made in the 
classification system unless the senior- 
ity quotient were cut. 

It was argued by the smaller pubs 
that if the performing quotient were 
kept at 50% the results when it came 


(Continued on page 42) 
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OUR CURRENT SONG HITS 


* 


A SENSATIONAL BALLAD 


SOMEBODY'S THINKING OF YOU T0-NiGHT 


FROM 


IT’S OUR BIG HIT 


FULL MOON 


* 


A TIMELY NOVELTY 


LITTLE BO PEEP HAS LOST HER JEEP 


COMING 


COME BACK 


(DIME QUE SI) 







LATIN-AMERICA 














PRIVATE BUCKAROO 


From Universal Picture, ‘Private Buckaroo’, featuring Harry James and His Orch. 














SOUTHERN MUSIC PUBLISHING CO., Inc. 


SID LORRAINE, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


HOLLYWOOD — CHICAGO ~— CINCINNATI — SAN FRANCISCO 


1619 Broadway, New York 
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Wednesday, May 27, 1942 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Plugs 


Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—NBC, CBS, Blue, and Mutual—as represented by WEAF—W4JZ, 
WABC and WOR N. Y. Compilation herewith covers week beginning 
Monday through Sunday (May 18-24) from 5 p.m. to 1 am., and is 
based on data provided by Accurate Reporting Service regular checking 
source for music publishing industry. 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 

Don’t Sit Apple Tree............. bdudeons teaces eae 40 
Last Call for Love—j‘Ship Ahoy’.......cseseeeee: er ee eee 33 
go ee re Sean beass canbe ee ee ee - 32 
One Dozen Roses..... SDs chee ake at sheers Dee kaeetcansees 30 
ee Ae Be FI oni 5 65 oo ks ho Fo on Pao Che hae MEN Sie ce eae es 0% . 29 
Jersey Bounce..... Depehehbadd vanes cee hacss eres a ee ee eee . 2 
ORT TOR os oo oh 5h oi6is dn caves vere ecccwencen ee. ee . 
ER eons bateeweres Sathish eet vundves bealeseeel RUE chacScuev ewes . 
I Remember You—f‘Fleet’s In’................... Paramount 2.3 cesces . 33 
PE WU iasies bas tA4 604k 4Ae 6 ioe Obes Adee ee rake eahcettess ma 
SO DOME DUMD ig occcvdavicnsestevssaswos Be rrr ere 21 
Sweet Eloise.......... See SOES Ld y 3503 One reR aN | errr ree ome 
ey Rte TUR cv dana deans ee) 00s 2s Vixes ee. ee « ae 
SS ee ene eee ee reer ere rrr cre uae 
Always In My Heart—7‘Always In Heart’..;..... Remick ............. 16 
PEDO TOVOUGNS PUITIIIE. 6.66 ciccsciiccccccnccecse eer err rer . 36 
All I Need Is YOU <<..csics base teiess viasbane a eee om 
Last Night I Gaid Prayer. isccsccccsccccscccvses EE ‘ap vb-div ves o6 ee 15 
We ak tote pe ats cebekescdsbercatetaetau a 14 
Tangerine—;‘Fleet’s In’...... yieblb<kobvesenaktan EES eee 13 
CPOE: TOG i divseasc cco cs hobs throsensle canes Melodylane ......... 11 
SOG © We WO is 6c cikccdccvcvveccss Southern .......... a Be 
Happy In Love—t‘Son’s O’ Fun’............000000. Re ree ae 
IO III. nln gay weledecscveccecvees OS reer er 10 
Don’t Steal Sweetheart Soldier.................. Circle gee eeerexs a 
mere You Are—-7 Ry Gal Gal’... cccccccevccceves POON vaca cccvice a 
TMI OF. TOU. 5 6 cbiew sc vices See. te | s. » 
*Who Wouldn’t Love You?........ haem senWaks ont ie as ean’ : = 
Don’t Want Walk—j‘Sweater Girl’..............Paramount ,........ a 
I: ‘an adder ocade abs Pearce hc oni EE gees Cie CE ES 633 vhcePevenss a 
Just Plain Lonesome—j‘My Favorite Spy’........ Mayfair ........... . 8 
Me and My Melinda...... Ye eer $bsbb se EE, a ceed es ense ts ie 
po RN re ee re Seer eres Peer Tee Or pcos MD “bea cue ac cea <n 
Sing Me Song Islands—7‘Song of the Islands’.... BVC ...........00 » & 
BROWER eas nivevss hébweesvas s4an8 ror ewerrery Pee ere . = 
gt a ae! rere avees coat os EE Whdoess 54 dee ee 
Pepe NE INE, oko ceed ack 0's) bss haces with esenes DOIMNE. Kveeecieeeas . SS 
I SEMIN 95 os wk Gass oR ces oN oeeeceeanees ES Perrer errs a | 
RG ae a ee WISIMETE ccccccsccess 7 
ep es IE ide cdne 60's so Cece hs 060000 ene 80% BME a6 606 e445 606 ; 
I i og ee oR, hasan ah xeetes owea a! rer 6 
*Heavenly, Isn’t It?—7‘Mayor of 44th Street’....Greene ............ <"*s 
If You Are But Dream..... ipiees Sduedessss devess J. Campbell ....... . = 
*He’s A-1 in Army......... $660 00S608 0000 H O08 CREE | Dhicewdereseceais 6 
Moonlight Cocktail ....... Se er MONEE. ce eS seca Bivecs — 
Power House ......ccovses Fuek as eeeeuses Verse ven EE ick sean wae os ae 
SOE MOCTOE ick ccs csdecdecdeee ccs cessee’s COUTINET bseiccivicdes 6 
We'll Meet Again...........0.. perceneeasaee ss Ren DE acteeeass need . * 
With a Sweetheart Like You....cccccccccccccces OG: sles xe peGmaeNs ve i: 
| eer hee Scebeneteeee rise ass ee 5 
PE OE Ce POR ici deccccedeecssseteee DR akeredevtexees . = 
By Sk Ro Oe EBL BOL coc ccccceocscsccessece Paull-Marks ....... . e 
EN WEEE, TE OG snk 5500-540 60656000400 600 MUTTON bce deocoectios a 
Where Or When—t‘Babes in Arms’,.........000: EMOIOEL Scccccces ow 
Wiener TOU Love Me. ccccccccccccccsccccccccc cc MMO cccccsccce ‘eo 
Oe Sere, Wee PENOET . ov chnketeseeessdaceccess errr -» oO 
You Made Me Love YOu, .csccccrccccccccccsccses BEOBAWAY coccccsose 8 





*Indicates BMI licensing; others are via ASCAP. {Filmusical. {Legiti- 
mate. 
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The No. 1 Picture Score / 


THE LAST CALL FOR LOVE 


By E. Y. Harburg, Margery Cummings and Burton Lane 


E PooR YOU 
3 Lyric by &. Y. Harburg Music by Burton Lane 


"Ship Ahoy” starring Eleanor Powell, 


GM" 
Both songs from MOMs mmy Dorsey and his Orchestra 


Red Skelton and To 


* 


The No. 1 Broadway Show Hit / 
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Lyric by Jack Yellen Music by Sam E. Fain 


from Olsen & Johnson's ."’Sons O' Fun” 





Kalman Sues Par, Famous 
Over ‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’ 


Emmerich Kalman, composer, filed 
suit in N.Y. federal court against 
Paramount Pictures and Famous 
Music Corp. on Monday (25), charg- 
ing plagiarism. Plaintiff wrote a 
song of 1930 entitled ‘Heut’ Nacht 
Hab’ Ich’, and claims Famous Music 
plagiarized it in ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye.’ 

Paramount is accused of using the 
song and title in the film of the same 
name. An injunction, accounting of 
profits and damages are asked. 


ASCAP Can't 


Continued from page 4] ee 


ASCAP consent decree. These 
writers were given until May 27 to 
answer the charges. Recently this 
deadline was extended to June 2. 
The moot point revolving around 


the Society’s move toward its writers 
has been whether the subject was 
taken up with the Department of 
Justice and whether the proposed ac- 
tion had been condoned or author- 
ized by an official of the department. 
ASCAP’s board of directors was 
under the impression fhat the matter 
had been gone over with Victor O. 
Waters, the assistant attorney general 
who was associated with Arnold in 
the granting of the consent decree 
and that it had obtained a favorable 
nod from Waters. 


Through its action against the five 
writer members ASCAP has taken 
the legal position that they had no 
right under the consent decree to 
issue a license without a considera- 
tion being involved. It is understood 
that Martin Gang, counsel for 
Greene and Revel, who are in the 
publishing business as partners of 
BMI, was the first to bring Arnold's 
attention to the ASCAP charges. 
Baldridge declined to disclose to 
‘Variety’ yesterday (Tuesday) what 
steps, if any, the department intends 
to take in connection with this con- 
troversy. 


Committee Took Action 


Jack Bregman, of the publishing 
firm of Bregman-Vocco-Conn, is 
chairman of the ASCAP committee 
which filed the complaints against 
the five writer-members. The par- 
ticular paragraph in the consent de- 
cree upon which the ¢omplaints base 
their ‘consideration’ angle reads, 
‘All moneys derived from the issu- 
ance of licenses by each and every 
member of the Society must be paid 
by the licensee to the Society and 
the Society shall distribute such 
moneys in the same manner as other 
revenue.’ 


In the case of Kaye, it was his re- 
lease of a new tune, ‘The Army 
Mule, the Navy Goat and the Kick of 
the Kangaroo,’ through Marks that 
incurred the committee’s action. The 
complaint against Kaye also pointed 
out that ‘pursuant to the terms of 
the consent decree, members of the 
Society are not permitted to grant 
licenses to Broadcast Music or any 
other publisher to enable Broadcast 
Music to issue licenses to users di- 
rectly or indirectly. The complaint 
also charged that Kaye’s acts were a 
‘subterfuge and an indirect method 
of evasion of regulation adopted by 
the Society, pursuant to the decree 
and that Kaye received a considera- 
tion thereof from Marks and indi- 
rectly from Broadcast Music, 
whether in money, property or 
promises to popularize his composi- 
tions.’ In any event, the complaint 
held, the arrangement was of ‘such 
nature that other members of the 
Society cannot share or participate 
therein, all to the disadvantage of 
such members and to unjust enrich- 
ment of Buddy Kaye.’ 























Inside Stuff—Music = 


Quite a few major publishers find themselves needlessly loaded up with 
standard and folio publications just because earlier this year they listeneq 
to their printers’ warning that they better prepare against a paper short. 
age. These firms printed up massive quantities of sheet music and song- 
books, and now it turns out that not only can they get all the paper they 
want but that the market has been surfeited by the sharp dropoff in 
magazine advertising and mailorder advertising. 

One publisher printed up so much material in advance that he had to 
engage a large loft for storage. 








While the Jerry Vogel Music Co. controls all but one of the tunes in 
the film’s score, Warner Bros. has assumed the entire task of obtaining 
radio plugs for ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ The producer has the staffs of 
both its picture exploitation department and its music publishing subsidg 
on this assignment. Only number in ‘Yankee Doodle’ not controlled by 
Vogel is ‘Over There.’ Leo Feist, Inc., publisher of ‘Over There’ has got 
behind the drive with an extensive campaign of its own which includes 
new editions of piano copies, orchestrations, male parts, etc. 





Mickey Addy has joined the professional staff of Shapiro, Bernstein & 
Co., replacing Harry Santly, who is going into the Army tomorrow (Thurs. 
day). After his induction Santly will be assigned to obtain plugs for the 
score of the Irving Berlin show, ‘This Is the Army.’ Other music men 
who will be similarly aligned with the Army and the plugging of the 
score are Julie Stern of Robbins, Victor Sack of Irving Berlin, Inc., and 
Bob Lissauer of Loeb-Lissauer. 





‘By the Light of the Silvery Moon,’ by Gus Edwards and Eddie Madden, 
first published in 1909 by Remick, and then plugged by Mose Gumble, 
general prof. mgr. for the firm, is again being ballyhooed by Gumble 
also for the same firm. Ownership of Remick’s has since changed to 
Warner Bros., but recent Columbia recording of ‘Moon,’ by Ray Noble, 


has given that tune renewed impetus for revival 33 years later. 





KARCZAG SUES FEIST 


Court Segregate Rights on 
‘Blossom Time’ 





Asks 





Karczag Publishing Co., Inc., 
owner of the copyright on ‘Blossom 
Time,’ has brought suit against the 
operetta’s American publisher, Leo 
Feist, Inc., so that the N. Y. supreme 
court can determine where Karczag 
stands in connectfon with the broad- 
casting rights. Karczag has asked the 
court to decide (1) whether radio 
rights are part and parcel of me- 
chanical rights and (2) whether 


Karezag isn’t entitled to 66 2/3% of 
all the money that Feist has derived 
from the broadcasting rights of ‘Blos- 
som Time.’ 


The complaint points out that 
when Karczag made its agreement 
with Feist in December, 1919, there 
was no such thing as the exercising 
of broadcasting rights. The agree- 
ment, however, did give Feist the 
right to license the mechanical re- 
production of the operetta’s music. 
Ncw Karczag raises the argument 
that since the radio rights were not 
included in the grant Feist had not 
been privileged to license such rights 
through ASCAP 


The complaint anticipates the pos- 
sibility of the court acting in Feist’s 
favor on the foregoing argument by 
setting forth still another claim. 
Under the provisions of the 1919 
agreement Feist was to pay Karczag 
66 2/3% on all mechanical rights, If, 
states the complaint, Feist did have 
the right license the broadcasting 
rights as part of the mechanical 
rights grant, then Karczag is entitled 
to 66 2/3% of all the money that 
Feist has obtained from the broad- 
casting of ‘Blossom Time.’ 





work commercial performance 
would count a full point at night and 
three-fourths of a point on a day- 
time program, while a network sus- 
taining program would count a half 
point at any time of the broadcast 
schedule, 





Man Bites Dog; Lombardo 
Rep Calls on Music Pubs 


Publishers’ contact men don’t know 
whether to take a request from Guy 
Lombardo as a good or bad omen in 
band leader-songplugger relations. 
Lombardo last week asked the music 
men to refrain from calling on him 
at his present stand at the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel, N. Y., for the purpose 
of talking business and explained 
that he has arranged to have his own 
representative, Boyd Bunch, reverse 
the process by calling on them at 
their offices. It will be Bunch’s as- 
signment to pick up new songs and 
discuss details, preliminary to sub- 
mitting them to the bandman. Bunch 
is employed by Lombardo as an ar- 
ranger, 

It is understood that plugger 
habits of habiliment when attending 
the Waldorf also figured in Lom- 
bardo’s change of contact policy. 
The rooms management looked 
with no little reproof pn light-col- 
ored tweed suits and an occasional 
open sports collar. 


Lombardo advised the music men 
that they have in the past year mul- 
tiplied to the point where he could 
no longer handle them individually. 
Also that they interfered with his 
work in the hotel spot and that their 
presence in the foom tended to clut- 
ter it up with stag parties. 





Bunny Shawker, Les Brown drum- 
mer, has enlisted in Navy. He’s re- 
placed by Shelly mann, recently with 
Will Bradley. Jack Carroll has re- 
placed vocalist Ralph Young with 
Brown, 
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Chasm Too Wide 
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to whacking up the quarterly royal- 
ties would prove disastrous to them. 
This group expressed itself as will- 
ing to abide by the new plan’s re- 
duction of theme song value to a 
fourth of a point and special ar- 
rangements of public domain music 
to 1/10 point and also to allow for 
point distinctions between cornmer- 
cial and sustaining uses, but that it 
didn’t think that the major publish- 
ers showed good faith by insist’ng on 
the retention of the 20% quotient 
for seniority. The smallies added 
that they would refuse to put them- 
selves at a disadvantage in the mat- 
ter of counting commercial per- 
formances against sustaining per- 
formances unless the larger pubs 
gave up part of the seniority 
usufructs. 

Under the proposed plan a net- 











Dear Friends}: 


MENTAL. 





CHERIO MUSIC PUB., Inc. 
1585 Broadway, New York 


Thanks for the wonderful coopera- 
tion on our #1 song STRICTLY INSTRU- 


This song must have merit to war- 
rant your prompt recognition. 

It is gratifying to know that my 
first effort as professional manager 
Of OQherio Music is an assured success. 


May 27, 1942 


IRVING ROMM 
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Atlantic City Prepares for Big Season 
Despite War Woes; Niteries Set 








Atlantic City, May 26. 

After several weeks of unseasonal 
indifference and beset by war woes, 
this town has perked up a bit in 
preparation for the Memorial Day 
weekend, Official opening of the 
summer season here. 

A group of leading amusement 
operators has formed a delegation 
to call on U. S. Senator Smathers 
to urge cessation of halting automo- 
biles bound for seashore travel, as 
happened last weekend, -Senator 
assured them that Office of Price 
Administration would discontinue 
stopping cars at bridges to examine 
gas-ration cards. 

Another group of citizens carried 
plea to New Jersey Legislature to 
have false rumors concerning the re- 
sort stopped. Rumors that beaches 
were blocked by barbedwire en- 
tanglements and surf filled with oil 
were among most widely spread. 
Last week, Station Master John J. 
O’Connell received more than 30 
calls asking about rumor that one 
- ‘needed doctor’s health certificate 

before leaving city.’ 

War industries booming in Phila- 
helphia, Camden, Trenton, and other 
nearby towns are providing more 
than necessary funds, and workers 
and their families will be ready to 
spend it in A. C., according to gen- 
eral belief. Seashores on main line, 
such as this, are bound to have sum- 
mer crowds which would in other 
years go to the mountains and other 
main highway points by motor. 

Both Steel Pier and Hamid’s Piers 
are booking outstanding acts dur- 
ing the season. Niteries and hotel 
clubs are remodeling and refurnish- 
ing interiors to provide gay atmos- 
phere to make up for darker ex- 
terior. 

Babette’s nite spot, operated by 
Dan Stebbins and wife (Babette), 
opens this weekend for its 21st year. 
Tom Endicott returned last week 
from California and opens his Dude 
Ranch, largest of the beach front 
nite spots, this weekend. Hotel 
Traymore’s Submarine Grill opened 
over Easter and has remained open 
ever since. Hotel Claridge has 
added $150,000 addition to its beach 
skyscraper and will open next week 
as a convention hall, This is one of 
heaviest seasons for major conven- 
tions, with May and June leading 
but others running right into sum- 
mer. 

Current wave of optimism extends 
not only along beachfront, but on 
other side of town, where smaller 
places are being fixed up consider- 
ably and ready to open up for their 
share of expected business. 


ASTROLOGER KINGSLEY 
IN NIGHT CLUB DEBUT 


Myra Kingsley, the astrologer, 
becomes a nitery act next week. 

She opens at the 1-2-3 Club, New 
York, and will handle five or six 
readings a night. 








Youngman Snagged On 
‘Laughing’ Via D. C. Date 


Pittsburgh, May 26. 

Henny Youngman, rounding out 
two-week engagement here at Little 
Jackie Heller’s Yacht Club, had to 
turn down an offer to go into ‘Keep 
"Em Laughing’ with Gracie Fields 
Friday (29) because he couldn’t get 
out of a previous commitment at 
Capitol theatre, Washington. Deal 
for latter spot had been made weeks 
ago and Youngman had arranged for 
postponement of subsequent book- 
ings in order to grab the New York 
big-time vaude spot but Washington 


Management refused to cancel. 
Understood, however, that Young- 

man will probably go into a future 

edition of one of the two-a-day revi- 





ys 


| Former Head Waiter Now 


Bosses Hi-Hat, Chicago 
Chicago, May 26. 

Hi-Hat Club is now under a new 
manager, Bill Mansback, former 
head waiter at the spot. 

Lou Falkenstein, owner, has been 
offering club for sale for past few 
months, but no confirmation could 
be obtained whether club was sold 
to Mansback or not. 


MORRIS AGCY. IN 





CHI, N.Y. SHIFTS 





William Morris Agency this week 
shuffled some of its manpower to 
strengthen the night club and vaude- 
ville departments. Most important 
changes bring Sam Bramson in from 
Chicago to head the nitery selling 


end and the moving of Harry Kal-. 


cheim, who recently rejoined the 
agency, to the head of the vaudeville 
selling department. 

Kalcheim, since Irving Lazar was 
inducted into the Army, headed the 
nitery department. The switch, how- 
ever, puts the former Paramount 
stage booking head on more familiar 
ground, and at the same time, brings 
Bramson, who has been concentrat- 
ing on nitery agenting in the Chi 
Morris office, to the same type of 
work in N. Y. 

With Harry Kalcheim moving into 
the vaude end, Lou Wolfson goes on 
special assignment in connection 
with production for vaudeville and 
the signing of new talent. As in the 
past, Nat Kalcheim continues as 
over-all head of the nitery, vaude 
and bandbooking departments. 

With Bramson switched to N. Y., 
Leo Salkin will fill his spot in 
Chicago, splitting some of his duties 
with Jack Kalcheim, a brother of the 
two Kalcheims in N. Y., who has 
been with the Chi office the past few 
years, 


Berle Dated 2 Weeks 
At B’way Loew’s State; 





Wants 7436, Offered 636 





While no deal has definitely been 
set, it’s likely Milton Berle will go 
into Loew’s State, New York, for a 
two-week personal starting June 18. 

Only difference is in the coin, 
with Berle still asking $7,500 per 
week. State is said to have made a 
counter offer of $6,500- weekly. 


Tower, K.C., Goes Duals; 





Keeps Vaude, at 30c Top 





Kansas City, May 26. 

Tower theatre, which has operated 
nearly three years on a policy of 
combined vaudeville and pictures, 
will go to dual pictures beginning 
Friday (29). Duals will be com- 
bined with variety bills on stage at 
the usual price of 30c any seat any- 
time. Dual films with stage fare 
policy has been set up for a four- 
week experimental period by Man- 
ager Barney Joffee. 

Double features are being brought 
in on a definite plan of program- 
ming. Each program will carry out 
a theme, evident in both features, 
and also on the stage as much as) 
possible. First week’s pictures will | 
constitute a ‘Corn Carnival’ with re- 
leases by Gene Autry and the Wea- 
ver Brothers. Second week’s bill is 
an ‘Ax the Axis’ theme with ‘After 


Mein Kampf?’ (French) and another | 
film of axis subject matter ‘Secret | 


Agent of Japan’. If the experiment 


results favorably twin features will | 


appear consistently as part of Tower | 





WHERE THERE'S A 
GAG, THERE'S TA 


Bars, Jukeries, Other Public 
Amusement Places Also 
Covered by Interpretation 
of Law—Question of Back 
Payments Comes Up 


——_—_— 


OTHER ASPECTS 








Banquets that solicit the presence 
and the songs or gags of professional 
actors place themselves under an 
obligation to pay a 10% amusement 
tax to Uncle Sam. If no actors are 
on the dais, just congressmen, a ban- 
quet isn’t considered entertainment 
and no fun tax is required. This is 
the internal revenue slant on the 
ubiquitous ‘benefit’ of which thou- 
sands are held annually in large 
hotels throughout the United States. 

(Continued on page 45) 


Billy Rose Sidetracks 
‘Fun’ Pageant for Cafe, 





Maps New Flag-Waver 





Billy Rose has temporarily side- 
tracked his plans for a nitery version 
of ‘Fun to Be Free’ pageant at his 
N. Y. Diamond Horseshoe. Instead 
he’ll produce another type of pa- 
triotic entertainment, with John 
Murray Anderson to do the staging. 

Paul Small, newly appointed 
booker of Rose’s nitery talent, is 
currently lining up the show, but 
no deals have been set as yet. 

New Diamond Horseshoe produc- 
tion will open mid-July. 


HILDEGARDE IN HOSP 
WITH AILING THROAT 


Forced to drop out of Clifford C. 
Fischer’s ‘Keep ’Em Laughing’ at 
the 44th St., and aiso the Savoy- 
Plaza hotel, N. Y., where she was 
doubling, Hildegarde is confined to 
Gotham hosp with a bad throat for 
another week or 10 days. Hazel 
Scott doubled for her in the vaudery, 
and John Hoysradt is rounding out 
the cafe engagement. The Peters 
Sisters subsequently filled in for 
Miss Scott. 


Hildegarde is expected to be okay 
to fill commitments in Cleveland at 
The Mounds Club June 18 for two 
weeks, then goes to the Chase hotel, 
St. Louis, for three weeks, and the 
Mount Royal hotel, Montreal, July 
27, for another fortnight, winding up 
at the Mayfair, Chicago, a return 
booking, in August-September. 

Argentinita and her company, in- 
cluding sister Pilar Lopez, Carlos 
Montoya and Frederico Rey, go into 
‘Laughing’ Friday (29). 

The two-a-day vauder is having a 
second preem that night on the oc- 
casion of Gracie Fields becoming 
the new headliner in place of Victor 
Moore and William Gaxton, who pull 
out after tomorrow night’s (Thurs- 
day) performance. 











Hoot Cibson Joins Rodeo 





Memphis, May 26. 
Hoot Gibson, film cowboy, is join- 
ing the Hal B. Ramsey Rodeo here 
at the Mid-South Fairgrounds June 
|4-7 as an added attraction. 
Event is under sponsorship of the 


| Memphis Exchange*Club. 


Bill Elliott on P.A.’s 
Charlotte, N. C., May 26. 
Bill Elliott and his company are 
in the Carolinas on personal appear- 
ances. 
Elliott, featured western player for 
Columbia, is being accompanied by 


policy, henceforth, but not as an un- | Dub (Cannonball) Taylor, hoss opry 





Vals later in the summer. 


breakable rule. 


comedian, and the Rodik twins. 


NEW ACTOR-TAX RULING 





‘Ames-Arno Quit Cafe 





Walter Greaza ‘Loaned to AGVA 
By Equity to Administrate Affairs 
As Illness Forces Phillips to Quit 





Ss 
vv 


Inducted Into Army, 
Clevelander Sells Cafe 


Cleveland, May 26. 


Drafted into the army, Sanford 
Mann last week sold his downtown 
Sweeney’s Wonder Bar to Steve 
Gresch, operator of a string of niter- 
ies, for around $15,000. 


New owner renaming it Gresch’s 
Wonder Bar but adhering to the 
same policy, also keeping Benny 
Bee’s orchestra plus two singers, 
Carole Lewis and Lois Miller, 


AMES JOINS 
FREDERICKS 


Chicago, May 26. 

Morgan Ames, for the past nine 
years general manager of the Mort 
Singer Theatre Circuit, has resigned 
to join the Frederick Bros. Artists 
Corp. as executive vice-president. In 
a deal worked out with L. A. Fred- 
erick, president, Ames will be in 
charge of the operation of the Artists 
Corp., which is a subsid of the Fred- 
erick Bros. Music Corp. 

Prior to joining Singer, Ames had 
been division manager for RKO in 
the midwest and before that with 
Universal theatres. 

He will headquarter in the local 
home offices of the Frederick firm. 
Charles V. Yates will be manager 
of the artists’ office in New York, 
where he will be assisted by Matty 
Rosen. 











Nitery Ops Face Fine, 
Jail Under State Law 
On Racial Prejudice 





Minneapolis, May 26. 
First case of its type to be prose- 


cuted here under a state law mak- 
ing it a misdemeanor subject to a 
year in jail and ur” “’» $1,000 fine 
for hotels and public resorts to dis- 
criminate racially, Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Perlstrom, owners of the Wagon 
Wheel Inn roadhouse-night club, 
have been~arrested on con.plaint of 
Samuel Tucker, Los Angeles, sta- 
tioned at Fort Snelling with a med- 
ical attachment. 

Tucker alleges that he was in his 
army uniform with a party of four, 
including two girls, when service 
was refused him in the Inn. He 
claims that a waitress told him, ‘We 
don’t serve Jews here.’ 





Due to Booking Conflict 


Ames and Arno, who went into 
the N. Y. Latin Quarter show last 
week (20) as replacement for Emile 
Boreo and Trixie, the juggler, lasted 
only one performance. They can- 
celled out because of confliction with 
the Frank Mazzone Co., knockabout 
apache act. 

Ames and Arno also do chiefly 
knockabout acrobatics and, when 
Lou Walters, the nitery op, refused 
to change their spot directly follow- 
ing the Mazzones, the mixed comedy 
team said they’d like to scram out 





The American Guild of Variety 
Artists got new leadership again last 
week, when Thomas J. Phillips re- 
signed as national organizer because 
of illness and Waiter N. Greaza was 
drafted as administrative chairman. 
Greaza, who for three years has been 
assistant executive secretary of 
Equity, is being ‘saned’ by the legit 
union to the variety performers for 
three months, with further exten- 
sions if necessary. 

Phillips only recently replaced 
Gerald Griffin, who was dismissed 
from the executive secretaryship of 
AGVA after a year in that position. 
In a letter to the international board 
of the Associated Actors & Artistes 
of America, now steering AGVA 
pending a national reorganization, 
Phillips stated that ill health, plus 
the mounting problems of the Bur- 
lesque Artists Assn., which leader- 
ship he retained, forced him to with- 
draw from the AGVA scene. It was 
made clear by the Four A’s that no 
pressure of any kind was brought to 
bear on Phillips to resign. In fact, 
Paul Dulizell, of Equity, paid Phil- 
lips special tribute as an organizer, 
That Phillips’ healtl was bad, es- 
pecially because of a sciatica con- 
dition, was generally known. 

Letter Read to 4 A’s 

Phillips’ letter to the Four A’s was 
read to that body last Thursday 
(21), but Equity on Tuesday (19) 
had already taken under considera- 
tion the possibility of ‘loaning’ 
Greaza to AGVA. It was evidently 
known that day that Phillips was 
resigning. 

Greaza, who has been serving as 
chairman of a special Four A’s 
financial committee for AGVA, had 
been asked several times in the past 
to take over the top executive posi- 
tion in AGVA. He had consistently 
sidestepped that post, but finally 
bowed to the unanimous vote of the 
Four A’s board. 

News that Greaza had been ap- 
pointed administrative chairman was 
popular with al] factions in AGVA. 
The several warring camps within 
the variety performers union all are 
in agreement that if a reorganization 
of AGVA can be accomplished, 
Greaza is the man who can do it. 

It is Greaza’s purpose to step out 
of AGVA and back to Equity as 
soon as AGVA can be put in smooth, 
working order. During the period of 
reorganization, Greaza will un- 
doubtedly also be looking around 

(Continued on page 54) 


‘HARLEM CAVALCADE’ 
DROPS 206; PLANS TOUR. 


Ed Sullivan’s ‘Harlem Cavalcade,’ 
colored two-a-day vauder, which 
closed Saturday (23) at the Ritz, 
New York, lost around $20,000 in 
its three-week run. Shuberts, who 
were associated with the N. Y. Daily 
News columnist in the presentation, 
bore the entire brunt of the red ink. 

‘Cavalcade’ is being condensed for 
picture house bookings. Only such 
date set as yet is the Apollo, Harlem, 
opening lass (29). 


N. Y. Nitery Fails 
Team As ‘Too Risque’ 











Owens and Parker opened and 
closed in one day at LaMartinique, 
N. Y., because the management 
thought their ditties too risque. It 
was agreeable with the two-man 
team, which was surprised only be- 
cause Dario, of the management, 
hadn’t bought them blind, since they 
were all last season at the Riviera 
and just closed at Mother Kelly’s, 
Miami Beach. Combo goes to El Mo- 
rocco, Montreal, next. 

Walter O’Keefe, marking his first 





of the show. Walters paid them off 
and recalled Trixie. 


cafe date in years, opens at the Mar- 
tinique June 4. 
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Glen Island Casino 


(NEW ROCHELLE, N. Y.) 
New Rochelle, N. Y., May 24. 
Claude Thornhill Orch (17), with 
Lillian Lane, Dick Harding, Snow- 
flakes (4). Minimum charge; no 
cover. 





Claude Thornhill’s excellent band 
has finally acquired something that 
it has always needed—a rhythm style 
that’s as exciting as its ballad offer- 
ings. Since the band began work in 
the east at this spot last year many 
changes have been made in its man- 
power, forced by conscription, but it 
has had sufficient time to fuse the 
new men with the old and the result 


is a powerful, clean, extremely lik- | 


able group of six reeds, three trum- 

ets, two trombones, two French 

orns and four rhythm. The band 

is sure to increase sharply its present 
ity. 

Perhaps the happiest change made 
in the wholesale shift of men (eight 
of 18 were drafted) brought im a 
new drummer who hits a beat the 
way most dancing youngsters want 
it—steady and definite. Reaction to 
the new jump ability of the outfit, 
when caught, kept a houseful ef 
dancers crowding the floor until the 
final notes of each set. No more 
could be asked. Thornhill’s fine piano 
ability, of course, fits into either 
rhythm or ballad grooves. It’s bril- 
liant either way. 

There's been a slight improvement, 
too, in the vocal department. Dick 
Harding’s still doing male ballads 
and Lillian Lane rhythm numbers. 
Martha Wayne and Buddy Stuart 
have been added to form a quartet, 
and the results definitely aid the 
vocal impact of the outfit. Wood. 


El Morocco, Montreal 


Montreal, May 20. 
Georgie Price, Claire Monte, The 
Burnells (2), The Huberts (2), Jack 
Denny Orch (10) with Suzanne, Luzi 
Rhumba Band (4), House Line (8). 
No cover. 





Three smash acts topped by 
Georgie Price put this nitery over 
currently as the best entertainment 
value of its. kind in the city. Too, 
the Jack Denny orch is fast building 
toa fine rep here, while the club it- 
self is without dispute the niftiest in 
luxury appearance of any here. 

Tees off with Spanish song, bur- 
lesquing imte Yiddish and sliding 
into a comie rhumba. Then going 
into “Bye, Bye, Blackbird,’ followed 
by impressions of George Jessel, 
Eddie Cantor, Harry Richman and 
Al Jolson. His close with a clever 
parody on ‘Heart of Texas’ describing 
oil deal and a monolog on draftee 
stripping before army medico had 
the crowd in the aisles. 


Denny emcees as well as leading | 


the orch. He smoothly handles sweet 
and swing. Suzanne neatly vocals 
Pops. 

House line of eight is easy on the 
eyes. mely wardrobed, gals 
exhibit pleasing variants in color 
schemes and show some nifty pre- 
cision routimes, They fit in well with 
the show either m support or in 
individual ensembles. 


Claire Monte opens show, warbling 
Gershwin medley and garnered 
plenty palm-pounding with a war 
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song. She is a good song saleswoman | 


with a rich, smooth voice. _ 
The Burnells, boy and girl, turn 


and eccentric, out-of-ordinary rou- 
tines. He worked himself imto a 
heavy sweat and was gasping for an 
appreciative audience. Gal is looker 
and a very neat terper, at finish they 
threw a hepcat number that had the 
mob cheering their speed. 
solidly in the groove throughout. 

The terrific pantomiming of the 
Huberts is another act that wowed 
the crowd. They puneh out some 
tricky tumbling and acro stuff at a 
very fast pace. 

Business good at this mid-week 
catching. Lane. 


Minnesota Terrace, Mpls. 
(HOTEL NICOLLET) 





Minneapolis, May 16. 
Tony Di Pardo Orch (11) with 
Ann Ryan, Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Edge, 
Germaine and Joel, Keith Clark, 
Ricardo and Norma; $1 week days; 
$1.50 Saturdays. 





In the town’s swankiest nitery, 


on the heat with their deft tapping | 


Act | 


way show ‘Johnny 2 x 4.’ Richards 
is a personable young fellow with 
a powerful baritone. Although a lit- 
tle ill at ease as m.c., he shows 
plenty of promise, and his willing- 
ness and personality sell him. Among 
his best tumes are ‘Without a 
Song,” ‘Great Day,’ ‘I Remember 
' You” and ‘Song of the Whip.” 

Carmen D’Antonio, who had been 
in ‘Panama, Hattie,’ stayed here 
when the show folded locally. 

Garbed in a skimpy costume, Miss 
D’Antonio (a native Philadelphian) 
demonstrates the conga as it should 
be dune, with wild abandon. Only 
trouble with the gal’s act is that it’s 
like her costume—not enough. 

Bob Neller and his woodenhead 
‘Reggie’ are in their usual good form. 
One of the best ventriloquists in the 
business, Neller keeps his patter 
fresh and up-to-date. Very tricky 
finale, with ‘Reggie’ reciting an orig- 
inal poem titled ‘Ten Minutes to 
Live’—telling of the tribulations of 
being a dummy. 

Helene Standish, who has ap- 
peared in several of the local intime 
boites, makes her first appearance at 
Lynch's. The gal has quite a follow- 
ing in this town. A tall gal with an 
oomphish chassis, she sings current 
hit ballads in ear-pleasing voice. 
Barbara Blaine is eaually adept in 
acrobatic ballet, her initial number, 
and a tap routine. The gal has ex- 








where guest dancing is of major con- | 
sequence and the floor show second- 
ary, Tony Di Pardo’s orchestra ade- 
quately fulfills its primary function | 
of supplying danceable music for the 
customer hoof-shakers. 


Making its first lecal appearance, 
band impresses with its rhythmic 
quality and listenable melody. While 
by no means outstanding, the ar- 
rangements are entirely sound. 
Sweet and swing each receives its 
share of attention, with the torrid 
stuff most in evidence. Occasionally 
the brasses get a little out of line 
and the music becomes too loud for 
the eomparatively small room, but 
that’s a minor fault. 

Orchestra comprises four saxes, 
four brass and three rhythms, with 
Di Pardo trumpeting in addition to 
conducting, emceeing and occasion- 
ally vocalizing. 

The outfit goes, of course, for all 
the hit paraders. One of its featured 
numbers is ‘Under Apple Tree,’ with 
vocalist Ann Ryan, a looker, exercis- 
ing her pipes and Jimmy Wolfe also 
featured. In the show, band comes 
through with a flashy ‘William Tell’ 
in various tempos. *‘Alexander’s 
Ragtime Band’ also receives similar 
treatment. 

The Edges, husband and wife, are 
Arthur Murray dancers who illus- 
trate the popular terps of yesteryear 
and today. Song hits from musical 
‘shows are ably handled by Germaine 
and Joel, personable boy and gir). 
whose voices blend agreeably. Most 
of Keith Clark’s magical tricks are 
standard, but the performer in- 
ereases their effectiveness by adept 
showmanship, his pleasing person- 
ality and amusing patter. Like all 
the ballroom dancing couples play- 
[img this spot, Ricardo and Norma, 
jfeaturing lifts amd spins. exhibit 
| class in appearance and performanee. 
filed at late show 

Rees. 


Room well 
caught. 


Jack Lynch’s, Philly 


Philadelphia, May 20. 
Carmen D’Antonia, Bob Neller, 
| Don Richards, Barbara Blain, Helene 
| Standish, Castaine & Barry, Line 
(12), Helene Heath, Rose Gallo, 





CAPPELLA ..2 PATRICIA | 








Eddie DeLuca Orch (8), Herbert 
Curbella Rhumba Band (6); no 
| cover; $150-$2 minimum. 





| There’s plenty of talent at Jack 
; Lynch's carreritiy with perfocmers 
new on the Philly after-dark scene, 
— others who are familiar stand- 
| bys. 

Among the newcomers is Don 
Richards, from the ill-starred Broad- 











Write To: 





Skating Talent Attention 


NEW CENTER THEATRE 
ICE SHOW 


Auditions for principal and line skaters at 
Rockefeller Center Theatre going on now, or 


SKATING ARTISTS AGENCY 


J. ARTHUR FRIZDLUND, President 
1800 W. Madison St., Chicago 





Telephone Ran. 1054 





} by the dancers and the 


cellent rhythm, with eye-filling 
gams. 
Castaine and Barry, youngish 


dance team, are long time holdevers. 
They could use a change of routine 
and costume after a three-month 
stay. They join the line in two pro- 
duction numbers. 

Eddie DeLuca and his boys ably 
accompany the acts as well as sup- 
ply the music for dancing. Herbert 
Curbello’s — — a 
opened t wi is one 0 
of this pod which has occupied a 
bandstand in this town. 

Rose Gallo and Helene Heath con- 
tinue at their old stand, singing and 
playing the miniature piano in the 
cocktail lounge, which is now in 
charge of Peggy Loeb. 

Business at catching (Wednesday 
dinner) was okay, with room about 
three-fourths filled. Shal. 


NIXON CAFE, PITT 


Pittsburgh, May 19. 
Al Marsico Orch (8), Bob Carter, 
Raul & Eva Reyes, Frank Paris, Cal- 
lahan Sisters (2); 50c. cover. 








Short om quantity, long on quality. 
Whole show only runs around 35 
minutes, but it’s solid entertainment 
all the way. Exactly the right setup, 
too, for this spot, where sight acts 
are essential. Makeup of room it- 
self, as well as that of the steady 
clientele, puts talking turms om the 
spot, so Joe Hiller, who books the 
place, has kept a steady stream of 
dancers, jugglers, dumb acts, etc., 
coming at this place. And that’s 
what they want, 

Nixon Cafe isn’t essentially a2 
nitery. It’s more of a sestaurant, 
with dinner biz invariably outweigh- 
ing the supper crowd. Food rather 
tham entertainment is paramount, as 
attested by fact that Tomy Conforti 
never advertises his show, only his 
menu, but for a room built up and 
maintained on that policy, Nixon 
certainiy comes up with some first- 
rate shows. Curremt one is a good 
example. 

Raul and Eva Reyes, out front 
among the rhumba teams, are fea- 
tured and big faves here, their pres- 
ent engagement being team’s third at 
Nixon in a year and a half. They’re 
eute, classy, and personality-plus. 
it’s a mystery how the distaff half 
has been passed up by films so long; 
she’s that talented and sex-appealing. 
Couple goes through its standard 
repertoire, all of it in the groove, 
and winds up with inevitable 
‘Cranking the Ford,” a corking nov- 
elty which is so familiar and well- 
liked at Nixom that customers 
clamor for it. Which is not at all 
like Nixon Cafe customers. Im fact, 
the Reyeses could do 35 minutes 
themselves, if the payees had their 
way. 

Callahan Sisters are a couple of 
tap-dancing cuties who hoof nimbly, 
look great, have some slick routines 
and know how to make the most of 
their faces and figures. Definitely 
musical comedy material and on a 
floor, anywhere. Frank 
Paris, remaining turn, is a clever 
puppeteer but handicapped some- 
what here where there’s no spotlight 
system to show off his tiny figures 


nja 
Henie in a w ing skating routine 
being his biggest clickoo. 

Bob Carter, in fourth year here, is 
m.c.ing and also filling a vocal spot 
midway im the show, and putting a 
lot of tenor comph into his romantic 

and Al Marsico’s music, like- 

wise in fourth year, doing okay both 
acts. in~ 
icidentally, swear by him, which 
} isn't a one he was a 
band maestro turning to 
Cohen. 


work, 





a 


| fiddling some, chattering 2 great 





LA CONGA, N. Y. 





Dolly Dawn, Maria Louise Lopez, 
Galente and Leonarda, 's Danc- 
ing Sextet, Josephine Mar, 
Sacassas Orch, Jack Harris Orch; 
— $2 weekdays, $2.50 Satur- 





La Conga, after veering away for 

a time from the rhumba pattern, is 
back in the one-two-three-bump 
groove. Show is straight Latino, 
with a dash of contrast in top-billed 
Dolly Dawn. If biz warrants it, 
that'll continue to be the blueprint 
at this pop downstairs Broadway 
cabana. 
This is Miss Dawn's New York un- 
veiling as a single. She’s been seen 
in these parts heretofore first as the 
warbler with George Hall's band and 
then as its batoneer when Hall handed 
it over to her. Her vocalizing is 
mellow and well-sold and Miss 
Dawn should have no trouble in 
lining herself up for vaude and 
niteries. She is oke om the looks, 
too, except for that tendency toward 
the avoirdupois side. Only defect of 
her performance is staying too long 
and milking the encores. ‘Walk 
Without You’ and ‘Apple Tree’ are 
her best, with ‘Melancholy Baby’ 
slightly out of her metier. 

Another femme singer, but strictly 
out of a different world, is Mexi- 
canz Maria Louise Lopez. She’s m 
the hot Latin sphere and cticks 
solidly. She compensates for an 
utter iack of knowledge of English 
by whistling. winking and otherwise 
selling by flirting with the customers, 
but the paying guests appear to like 
it plenty. 

Dance department is handled cap- 
ably by Pupi’s sextet and the team 
of Galente and Leonarda. Pupi’s 
crew is a nifty aggregation of three 


medy. 

Galente and Leonarda are a nice 
team from standpoint of both looks 
and technique. They exhibit an un- 
usual collection of fifts amd spins. 
Working in the show as well as with 


i the 
She’s also 
a__ satisfactory Spanish - aecented 

There are two bands, Sacassas” 
rhumba outfit, brought up from La 
Playa, Havana, amd Jack Harris’ 
crew for the domestic tumes. Both 
oke. Herb. 


YACHT CLUB, PITT 


Pittsburgh, May 20. 
Herman Middleman Orck (8), 
Henny Youngman, Mayla, Virgmia 
Austin, Cheena De Simone Dancers 
(6); $1.50-$2 minimum. 





First time for Henny Youngman 
in this town and he’s at exactly the 
right spot. Glib, quick-tongued 
comedy m.c. neatly paces am A-!I 
show-.and he has a hep audience at 
Little Jackie MHeller’s river spot 
that misses none of his fast ones. Re- 
sult is a solid click for Youngman, 
who has developed considerably in 
last few years and comes pretty close 
these days to being one of the ablest 
comedy monologists in the business. 

He works all through the layout, | 
sprinkling his gags smartly into his | 
introductions, as well as before and 
after them, and mopping up for real 
m his own specialty, which has him 


deal amd shooting over the swifties a 
mile a minute. His Heathcliffe 
routme, with that humter’s cap and 
ear muffs added, is a howl, and 
Youngman gets everything that’s pos- 
sible out of it. Over big here, and 
with. # smart mob on hand when 
caught, he was little short of a panic. 
Unusual around this town for a 
talking comic. 


Whole show’s in high gear, in fact. | 


Gal who calls herself merely Mayila, 
an exotic looker with plenty of class, 
sings herself into a show-stopping 
spot with her multi-lingual reper- 
toire. Possesses a warm, rich voice 
and uses it showily in such things as 
T Am An American,’ which she does 
im English, Chinese, Spanish, French 
and Russian, and winds up with a 
cute ‘Chinese Conga” that’s clicicy. 
Mayla is a cafe singer who's differ- 
ent, and she knows how to capitalize 
on this difference im costuming, 
makeup and general deportment. Gal 
should go places. 





Virginia Austin, who played 
(Cc on page 45) 
— ee 


WYNN PRACTICALLY SET 
ON N. Y. 2-A-DAY BIL. 


With the exeeption of minor ‘one 
or two to fill,” Ed Wynn has set his 
entire two-a-day vaude show, sched. 
uled to open June 11, at the Alvin, 
N. ¥Y. George Wood is doing the 
booking for Wynn. 

Plus Wynn himself, show will in- 
clude Smith & Dale, Carmen Amaya, 
Hermanos Williams Trio, Hector and 
Pals, Ken Davidson, The Herzogs, 
Volga Singers (8), Red Donohue ang 
Uno, Senor Weneces, Jane Froman 
and Emil Coleman’s orch, the latter 
ta play from the pit. 

Show will have a couple of days 
out-of-town break-in, but that loca- 
tion has not yet been decided upon. 


N. Y. Cafe Asks Court 


To OK Arbiter Decision 
Old Roumanian, Inc., operator of 
the N. Y¥. east side cabaret of the 
same name, applied to the N. Y. 





| supreme court Friday (22) to confirm 


an award of arbitrator Joseph W. 
Landes against the American Guild 
of Variety Artists. The nitery asks 
that $306 be returned to it. The 
union is appealing the decision of 
the arbitrator. 


indecent stage show and permitting 
performers to mingle with guests.’ 
The performers showed up to work 
the day following the closure and sat 
around, but were told not fo come 
for the mext four days. The union 
claimed they were not paid for 


s , 

aret deposited $373 im escrow to end 
the strike, and then went to arbitra- 
tiom. The decision was to grant the 


cabaret $306 of its money back. 





Saranac Lake 


Saranac, N. Y., May 26. 

During a Sees latest set- 
back, Harry ts understtidy ag 
your correspondent. 

Rose Goldstetm, NYC, a recent ar- 
rival at the Rogers. 

Mrs. Pred Eslinger of NYC bed- 
siding her husband. 

Hazel Cotman, wife of Monroe 
Colman, lab technician, at the Rogers 
eam up to spend the summer with 

er 3 

Basil Colman, Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
arrived at the Rogers. 

Hazel Smith perking up and given 
a few added privileges after a siege 
of the bed routine. 

Harry Fiengold surprised by a visit 
from his wife, of onune, N. J. 
Harry is flashi swell reports. 

Florence Kirehe added to the staff 
at the Rogers as dietician. 

Marie tthard off for a short 
vacation im Harrisburg, Pa., and New 
York. 

Isabel Rook up for dining room 
privileges, 

Write te these whe are ill. 





Regina’s Dancing Curfew 
Regina, Sask., May 26. 
Dancing in dime and damce estab- 
lishments im Regina must stop at 
midnight, Saturdays amd om week- 
days at 2 am, under amendments 
te the city’s licensing bylaws adopted 
by Regina city council. 
Hours for damcing are now the 
same as for dance halls. 


PHIL 
REGAN 


CURRENTLY 
CHEZ PAREE 
CHICAGO 
HELD OVER, SECOND WEEK 
CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 
Personal Representative: 


FRANK VINCENT 
Beverly Hills, Calif. 


















































Imitation Is The Sincerest Form Of Flattery 
Thank Yeu, Copyists 


¥ ayo VERNA PICKERT 


ORIGINAL JITTER- 





BUGS ON STILTS 


(JUST CLOSED LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK) 


Currently ORIENTAL THEATRE, Chicago 
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Amusement tax applies only to por- 
tion of tickets retained by organ- 
ization, not to the share given hotels 
for food and service. 

Tax rulings applicable to bar- 
rooms or other spot:. where juke 
boxes are operated, to cabarets, to 
dinners, afternoon cocktail parties 
and singing waiters were explained 
to the N. Y. office of U. S. Internal 
Revenue Department, in a Treasury 
Department memo handed down re- 
cently. Largest amount of coin in- 
volved is in the dinner affairs, mostly 
held in hotels, and back tax liabili- 
ties, extending back four years. 

Clubs, societies, associations and 
fraternal organizations which gave 
banquets with any sort of entertain- 
ment now face the usual 10% ad- 
mission tax on $400 to $800 for each 
affair. This represents the differ- 
ence between -the sale price of the 
tickets and amount paid the hotel 
for the dinner. For instance, if $5 
was charged per ticket, while the 
hotel was paid $2 for the meal by 
the association, the association now 
has to dig up the tax on the re- 
maining $3, or 30c per ticket sold. 
If the ducat cost $10, and $3.50 went 
for dinner and one drink, included 
as part of the dinner, the tax is 
levied on the remaining $6.50. 


Because tax officials in N. Y. esti- 
mate several hundred dinners of this 
sort are held nightly, this runs into 
big coin. Official ruling holds the 
usual after-dinner speaker at such 
affairs does not make the tax appli- 
cable, but when a known entertainer 
such as Bob Hope, Al Jolson or 
Eddie Cantor is on the dais, and 
sings a song or tells gags, the admit- 
tance tax is slapped on. Community 
singing at such affairs also brings on 
the tax. Exceptions include singing 
of patriotic songs or functions given 
by religious groups. Also if dancing 
follows the dinner, the tax is- in- 
cluded. 

Juke Boxes 


Ruling on juke boxes is that any 
establishment which has space for 
dancing is a cabaret and must pay 
the 5% tax, either put on every 
liquor check or absorbed by the 
management. Such places may tax 
any drink served within hearing of 
the juke box. Tax officials merely 
hold the place liable for the 5% tax 
payment; hence don’t care if it is 
absorbed by the establishment. 

Previous to Oct. 1, the tax ruling 
was that 4% had to be collected 
from each patron in a cabaret where 
entertainment is provided. Accord- 
ing to the new memo, the new tax 
of 5% can either be coliected from 
each patron or absorbed hy the man- 
agement. 

The new advices to revenue men 
also stipulate definitely when the 5% 
tap is applicable in cocktaileries or 
barrooms having no entertainment 
in the afternoon or early evening, 
but later. At any such spot or din- 
ing room, where dance bands or en- 
tertainment starts around 10 p.m., 
the new rule reads that a 5% tax 
applies to any person seated at the 
table when this entertainment starts. 
It makes no difference if the cus- 
tomer had been drinking for hours 
without this entertainment tap; it 
must go on his bill just as soon as 
the show or orchestra begins. 

In barrooms or cocktail lounges 
where a singing pianist, singing 
waiters or even semi-pro entertain- 


New Actor-Tax Ruling 


Continued from page 43 








ment is provided, the 5% entertain- 
ment tax is assessed against the 
place. Proprietor can charge cus- 
tomers that amount, whether at the 
bar or seated at a table, but the 
establishment may absorb the tax, 
if desired, just so the spot pays the 
federal government its 5% on every- 
thing served. 


CROWDS HOOT DELAYS 
IN TEST BLACKOUT 


Cleveland, May 26. 

When Hotel Statler dimmed lights 
on marquee six minutes late and 
Lake theatre was one-minute be- 
hind schedule, downtown crowds 
witnessing first test blackout (20) 
demonstrated before each spot. 

Bernard Blumenthal, Lake man- 
ager, protested to papers his estab- 
lishment blitzed according to sched- 
ule and their reports were wrong. 
Hotel employees were asleep at the 
switch and forgot. 











TEMPORARY RELIEF 


Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ Has Draftee 
Trouble on Singers 








Cleveland, May 26. 
Friday a.m., Conrad Kelsey, pro- 
ducer of Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ 


current RKO-Palace stage show, was 
frantically calling New York and 
Chicago for a male singer to replace 
Danny Scholl who was drafted yes- 
terday. Paul Crawford, who orig- 
inally filled the spot, was drafted 
two weeks ago. 

Stopping at Hotel Carter’s Fiesta 
Room for a cooling drink between 
calls, Kelsey listened to Thixton 
Sprenger, singer for band. Oe hour 
later Sprenger was rehearsing Vani- 
ties songs. 

Sprenger, however, was booked 
for only a week as he expects to be 
called into service during the next 
seven days. 





Puck Now Producing 
At Hurricane, N. Y. 


Harry Puck is the new producer 
at the Hurricane, N. Y., nitery. 

His first show goes into rehearsal 
June 3, with its opening scheduled 
for June 17. Emphasis will be no 
names but more production, 


MCA Dugan Operated On 


Johnny Dugan, of the Music Corp. 
of America’s vaude branch, under- 
went an operation yesterday (Tues- 
day) at Flower-Fifth Ave. Hospital, 
N.Y. 

It’s a recurrance of an old ailment, 
but the first time he’s undergoing 
surgical treatment. 


BACK TO PEELING 
Chicago, May 26. 

Rialto, burley, which closed May 
15 due to smoke and water from fire 
in adjoining building, will reopen 
Friday (29). 

New equipment, drapes and paint 
job have been included in the 
Rialto’s clean-up. 

















Radio City 
Music Hall 








Jayne and Adam 


Di Gatano 


Fashions in Dance 


Concurrently 


Hotel Plaza, N.Y. 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 


Persian Room 








COOPERATION 


Mpls. Niterics Peo] $2,200 in $10,850 
Settlement to Crusader 








Minneapolis, May 26. 

Various night clubs in the vicinity 
of the Colonial Inn, Twin City road- 
house, are reported to have sub- 
scribed $2,200 to a fund used by the 
Inn to settle a $10,850 damage suit 
brought by the Rev. H. J. Soltau, 
vice crusader, following injuries sus- 
tained by him during a raid. It was 
alleged by Soltau that he was at- 
tacked and pursued after he and his 
operatives had raided the club and 
confiscated gambling equipment. 

Soltau now is serving a prison 
term for perjury in connection with 
another night club raid and is seek- 
ing a pardon. Several of his aids 
have been prosecuted for extortion 
growing out of raids. 


CASINO, PITT BURLEY, 
FOLDS FOR SUMMER 


Pittsburgh, May 26. 

Burlesque folds here for summer 
at Casino Saturday night (30) after 
one of the most successful seasons 
in years. House, owned and operated 
by George Jaffe with a wheel fran- 
chise, has run 39 weeks for longest 
stretch since boom days of year- 
round operation. 

Stock burley was considered for 
a time by Jaffe to keep house open 
during June, July and August, but 
recent drop in grosses with arrival 
of warm weather resulted in decision 
to close. House reopens Labor Day 
week, according to billboard an- 
nouncements. 


Geo. Tyson Won’t Direct 
‘Miss America’ Pageant 














Pittsburgh, May 26. 
If there’s a ‘Miss America’ pageant 
this summer in Atlantic City, which 
seems extremely doubtful, it’ll be di- 
rected for the first time in years by 


somebody other than George Tyson, 
who has staged the event ever since 
it was revived annually by Show- 
men’s Jubilee. Tyson, one-time head 
of publicity here for WB and later 
for Harris Amus. Co., has resigned 
as director of seashore’s pageant to 
devote all of his time to the execu- 
tive directorship of the Arena Man- 
agers’ Association, which is headed 
by John H. Harris, local theatre 
biggie. Bob Russell will direct the 
pageant, if and when. He emceed 
the show formerly. 

In addition to this post, Tyson is 
also serving as general manager of 
the touring rink show, ‘Icecapades,’ 
which is controlled by the AMA. 
Currently he’s on the Coast with the 
ice musical and will help supervise 
its conversion into a Republic pic- 
\ture, for the second straight year. 





Regina Cafe Gets OK to 
Reopen After Rum Rap 


Regina, Sask., May 26. 

Oriental Gardens, Regina night 
spot, was reopened recently after 
city council gave its manager,. Howe 
Louis, permission to take out a new 
license. It had been closed since 
April 7. 

License of the dine and dance 
place was cancelled by city council 
in April after Louis had appeared 
before council to try and show why 
it should not be rescinded. Grounds 
|on which the council cancelled the 
|license were that an employee had 
| been convicted of selling liquor on 
| the premises illegally. 


| 








Felton Waves the Flag 


‘Happy’ Felton, the rotund comic, 
has written a song, ‘Put a Stamp in 
the Book for Uncle Sam,’ and is 
‘using it currently at Keith’s Boston, 
‘to promote the sales of the Treasury 
| Department’s certificates, 
| Plus doing the number from the 
| stage as a warmup, Felton is tak- 
|ing other members of the bill into 
ithe front lobby between shows for 
|closer contact with the audiences. 
They put the pitch on heavily, and 
lover the past weekend alone sold 
| $2,000 worth of stamps. Felton, 
| who comes into Loew’s State, N. Y., | 
;next week, will attempt the same | 
istunt in the Broadway house. 

In Boston with Felton, and alter- 
nating for the lobby sales campaign, | 
are Arthur Treacher, Ann Corio, the | 

|Deep River Boys and Mitzi Green. | 




















Stanley theatre here just a few 
months ago, is a treat for nitery cus- 
tomers with her smart puppet act. 
It’s one of the best of the wooden- 
figure turns, out of the ordinary and 
expertly displayed. Her finale, in 
which she has one marionet manipu- 
lating another and the second work- 
ing the strings on a third, is socko 
and a great finish to an otherwise 
coenploteiy entertaining 10 minutes. 
Cheena De Simone dancers, three 
boys and as many girls, make a crack 
rhumba troupe, and they’ve become 
such favorites in a month here that 
they’re being held over indefinitely. 
They’re a good-looking outfit, have 
some stunning costumes anf mix 
some neat tricks with their Latin- 
American stomping. 

Dansapation and music for show 
still being ladled out by Herman 
Middleman’s band, which has im- 
proved a lot in last few weeks with 
some additions from other bands, 
notably Sonny Faigen (on trumpet) 
from Baron Elliott, and Tommy Null, 
on drums, from Muggsy Spanier. 
Orch getting along without a femme 
vocalist since Shirley Heller’s with- 
drawal via marriage. Cohen. 


VOGUE ROOM, CLEVE. 


(HOLLENDEN HOTEL) 





Cleveland, May 22. 
Sylvia Froos, Talia, Don Baldon, 
Dean Martin, Sammy Watkins’ Orch. 





Sammy Watkins’ crew is still one 
of Cleveland’s top bands in popu- 
larity, so much so that his return to 
Hollenden’s intimate Vogue Room 
becomes more or less a_business- 
spurting homecoming. _ With Sylvia 
Froos embellishing his first summer 
bill, Watkins couldn’t ask for better 
— 

t’s the radio and\waude songbird’s 
second visit in last two years, but 
hers is practically a new act as far 
as localites’ memories go. Only thing 
bothering her is the noisy knife-and- 
fork accompaniment she gets from 
diners, forcing her to subordinate 
her softer ballads. As a result, ma- 
jority of her numbers are fast swing 
ditties, and the baby-faced blonde 
does them with an ingratiating lilt 
and warm, flexible pipes. Her songs 
are spotted nicely. 

Talia throws in a dash of oopmh, 
a lot of curves and a rather pleasing 
turn of interpretative dances. Al- 
though her peasant number is essen- 
tially, simple, it catches the ring- 
siders’ fancy when she tosses posies 
to them a la Raquel Meller. 

Don Baldon mixes juggling with 
acrobatic work of a good caliber, 
pepping up what might be a conven- 
tional act. He strains too hard to 
make a good impression, which isn’t 
necessary after he suddenly goes into 
flip-flops and a clever tap step on his 
hands. 

Watkins, who knows how to cue a 
show sharply, does that exactly in 
addition to serving an engaging 
brand of smooth dancopation. Ar- 
rangements seem to have improved 
since his junket to Pittsburgh, and 
Dean Martin, his vocalist, also dis- 
plays more verve in solos, Pullen, 


NEW YORKER, CHI 


Chicago, May 20. 
Jackie Green, Ruth Petty, Anna 
Rivera, Marjorie Lane, Jimmy Stan- 
ton, Lester Towne, Dave Tannen, 
Selma Marlowe Starlets (6), Arne 
Barnett’s Orch (6). 








Running three shows nightly, 
Harry’s New Yorker has built the cur- 


Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 44 














rent presentations around comedy 
with an added attraction of ‘Old 
Time Movies.’ This gag, which takes 
around 25 minutes, shows some of 
the ‘way-back flickers, with Fatty 
Arbuckle, Charlie Chaplin, Pearl 
White and others. It provides nifty 
entertainment, customers enjoying it 
from standpoint of present-day com- 
parisons. 

Remainder of show is live, with 
comedy being handled by Jimmy 
Stanton, Lester Towne and Dave 
Tannen. Their material is a surefire 
laugh-getter. Most of their stuff is 
on the antiquated side, but these 
three especially Stanton, give it 
added punch. Also in for comedy is 
Anna Rivera, a dancing comedienne 
who delivers a sock Spanish dance. 

Jackie Green, who has more or 
less become a fixture at the New 
Yorker after a run of some 30 weeks, 
still delivers sock material. Green 
has a good delivery and an excep- 
tional repertoire of material. He 
mimics well-known actors, business 
men and everyone in general. He 
paces the show well and works 
nicely with the other comedians. 

Ruth Petty, holding the vocal 
honors on the show, knows how to 
sell. Whether they are sexy or 
sobby, she still puts them across in 
a smashing manner. She’s good to 
look at and easy to listen to. and had 
to bow out. 

_Selma Marlowe's Starlets, line of 
Six, execute numerous routines 
neatly. Marjorie Lane handles a 
dancing specialty as part of the show 
and line girls have an opportunity to 
show their talents in a bit about 
favorite dancing stars. Each gal 
does a different w.k. hoofer. 

Arne Barnetit’s orchestra, in this 
spot for three years, maintains its 
good style. Though group is small, 
it handles show nicely and is okay 
for the patron dancers, Loop. 


‘ICE-CAPADES’ SETS NEW 
SHOW IN N.Y. FOR SEPT. 


Los Angeles, May 26. 

World premiere of Ice-Capades of 
1943 is slated for Madison Square 
Garden, New York, Sept. 10-20, to 
be followed by a coast-to-coast tour 
finishing in May next year. Current 
edition closed its regular 1942 season 
at the Pan-Pacific auditorium and 
moved into the Republic studio for 
its second annual picture before 
starting rehearsals for the new blade 
revue. 

Forthcoming road’ show, to be di- 
rected by Chester Hale, will get a 
summer polishing in Atlantic City 
before moving into the Garden. 

‘Ice-Capades’ wound up its four- 
and-a-half week local run with huge 
$45,000 for the final stanza. En- 
gagement rolled to virtual capacity 
during the entire showing here, with 
200,000 customers shelling out close 
to $195,000 for the blade show. 

Special benefit show was staged 
last night (Monday), with entire 
gross of around $7,000 going to the 
Navy Relief Fund, 


20G PA. NITERY FIRE 
Jamestown, May 26. 
Dorman’s nitery, near Dewittville, 
destroyed by fire May 21. 
Loss estimated at about $20,000, 
with partial insurance coverage. 
ne 
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6 USO-CSI Summer Units Indicate 
High Quality Camp Entertainment 





[Some recent reports to ‘Variety’ that USO-Camp Shows, Inc., units 
playing Army and Navy bases this past winter were not of top-flight 
calibre, and not generally meeting with approval from the servicemen, 
resulted in this wide coverage by ‘Variety’ staffers of the new summer 


units just beginning their tours. 


From the six reviews herewith, it’s 


evident that the new crop of summer shows are of high standard and 
well-booked. At around $3,000 each, the talent is unquestionably being 


bought cheaper than when playing 


theatres.. One unit (‘Rory Theatre 


Revue’), in fact, would cost at least $4,500 in a regular theatre; on the 
USO-CSI tour, its cost is $2,900 per week.—Ed] 


HOLLWOOD FOLLIES 


San Diego, May 23. 
‘Hollywood Follies’ with Al Stone 
& Patricia Lee, Dick, Don & Dinah, 
Evers & Dolores, Lewis Sisters, Dave 
& June Hacker, Frank Gaby, with 
Billy Curtis, Rae & The Rudels, 
Three Stooges, Fanchonettes (16). 








They tried unit 30, ‘Hollywood 
Follies’, of the summer series of 
U.S.O. Camp Shows on the guinea 
pig here tonight (Saturday) before 
an assemblage of 4,500 soldiers of the 
anti-aircraft replacement centre at 
Calian and it clicked and big. It’s 
pretty tough for any. show out in 
the open to prove its value, e- 
cially when most of its presentation 
on its 20-week tour will be indoors. 

Show opened its tour at March 
Field Monday night and, up to here, 
on the first five nights of the week 
has been presented indoo-s. There 
were two shows a night, but here 
just one. It runs one hour and 
45 minutes and, besides the regu- 
lar routine of acts, is augmented 
by the Three Stooges, who are ap- 
pearing with it sans pay for two 
weeks of its tour in the Coast camps. 
Nut of this unit, which has an act- 
ing personnel of 35 people and a 
complement of 42, is $3,300. From 
the entertainment it presents it’s 
plenty worth it and, in comparison 
with an eight act, 16-girl-line show 
in commercial theatres, it’s a great 
buy and possibly under what they 
could stage a presentation of its 
kind. : 

Callan was a good guinea pig, be- 
cause here they have a fast turn- 
over of men; it’s the melting pot of 
the anti-aircraft branch of the serv- 
ice and boys come from all over the 
country. Many of them previously 
to coming here have never seen a 
vaude show, sit in awe of what is 
going on, but at the same time are 
hungry for laughs, girls and people 
who entertain. And this unit gave 
them entertainment which they went 
for hook, line and sinker, and kept 
applauding and cheering for quite 
a time, after the finale. 

‘Hollywood Follies’ proved itself a 
typical unit that will entertain and 
give satisfaction. Headline names 
are absent. Glamour and film names 
likewise, but what is presented by 
the unit is a fast moving 105 minutes 
of entertainment that fills the bill 
thoroughly with entertainment 
values. 

Majority of the acts were recruited 
in the east, with a few added to it 
from Los Angeles, including the 16 
Fanchonette —_ They open the 
show with a fast stepping ensemble 
dancing number that makes way for 
Al Stone, master of ceremonies, and 
Patricia Lee. Stone has fast line of 
patter patterned for the Army audi- 
ence and he and Miss Lee present a 
hoke comedy turn that got the boys 
in most receptive mood for the bal- 
ance of the program. 

Dick, Don, and Dinah, comedy 
knockabout acrobatic turn, came 
through to smash results with their 
antics, followed by Evers and Do- 
lores, tight wire walkers. Dolores 
scored smash with her hula and toe 
work on the wires, and the duo 
ended its chores with Russian folk 
stepping. 

Lewis Sisters chanted a trio of 
rhythm and blues tunes that evoked 
cheers from the boys for encores. 
Dave and June Hacker, with ribald 


grotesque ballroom dance routine, 


scored almost equally as well and 
made way for the Fanchonettes, 
who did a Northwest Mounted Police 
drill and tap number. 

Then along came Frank Gaby 
with his Mickey Finn dummy and 
the ventriloquist tied the show up 
in knots during the 17 minutes he 
occupied the rostrum. Gaby was the 
class of the unit and it might be a 
showmanly move to have him m.c. 
the show. Billy Curtis, a diminutive 
chap from around Hollywood and 
Vine, is used by Gaby as stooge. 

Rae and the Rudells probably 
showed most of the boys an enter- 
tainment feature they had never 
seen before, bouncing and tumbling 
on the trampoline. The lads out 
front could not get enough of them. 
Then came the Three Stooges with 
their varied comedy talk and knock- 
about routine to climax a fast mov- 
ing show. They also scored high. 

Finale has the Fanchonettes do a 
fashion model parade with costumes 
worn by stars in recent films. Boys 
did not get over-enthusiastic about 
the parade ensemble, but when the 
Lewis Sisters came forward to sing 
the Anthem they joined in huskily 
and heartily and cheered the unit as 
it started fading off the stage. Unit 
will play one, two and three-rftzht 


+ 





stands along Coast and then head 
east. Will have number of outdoor 
shows to play and these will be one 
nightly, with two nightly presented 
where they show indoors. Show 
carries four musicians with from 
nine to 12 added from camp person- 
nel. Billi Blair, formerly manager of 
Hanna, Cleveland, is manager of 
unit, with Tom Kilpatrick ahead. 
Ungar, 


ROXY THEATRE REVUE 





Camp Woiters, Texas, May 21. 
Dave Apollon, Stan Kavanaugh, 
Belett & English Brothers, Barbara 
Lamarr, Linda Moody, Eleanor Tee- 
man, Wesson Brothers, Sixteen 
Honeys. 





Camp Wolters, Texas, ain’t Broad- 
way, but on the Broadway yardstick 
the ‘Roxy Theatre Revue’ would be 
—, acceptable. To the soldiers of 
amp Wolters it was a socko smash, 
and perhaps the first stage show 
many of the khaki-clads from the 
hinterlands had ever seen. 
Top billing goes to Dave Apollon, 
but the soldiers preferred Stan Kav- 
anaugh, who drew blitz applause. 
Kavanaugh’s juggling, as usual, was 
matchless, and his pantomime point- 
ed up the act and made it standout 
comedy. He evidently could have 
scored just maki faces across the 
footlights. Apollon was. okay, 
though not sensational, on gags and 
music with his four Filipinos. His 
solo spiels were short, which was 
just as well, and his expert mandolin 
playing got over nicely. 

Line of Sixteen Honeys (Gae Fos- 
ter Girls) gets by on appearance, 
though s.a. is well draped in non- 
revealing costumes which must have 
passed stiff USO censorship some- 
where. Girls are clean-cut and 
fresh-looking, and even in ordinary 
routines they give the yardbirds 16 
female forms to look at—which is 
what most of the soldiers want, any- 
way. Line had opening, middle and 
closing spots. Routines are fair. 

Ralph and Teddy English and 
Marion Belett, fine knockabout com- 
edy act, were a hit here. Army em- 
phasis on rough-and-ready agility 
helped put act over and probably 
gave calisthenics instructors some 
new ideas. 

The Wesson Brothers are likewise 
good, but not appreciated here in 
pantomime and _ impersonations. 
Eieanor Teeman and Linda Moody, 
dancers, are about average. Ditto 
Barbara Lamarr, pop singer. 

Show is free and played to full 
houses in 1,000-seat indoor theatre. 
Unit assembled few days ago in Lit- 
tle Rock, Ark., where it opened in 
Camp Robinson before coming here. 
Train was nearly five hours late and 
company reached Camp Wolters at 
6:15 p.m., with first performance 
scheduled at 6:45. Soldiers stood in 
line outside for over an Hour and 
curtains finally parted at 8:10. 

Late arrival and lack of time for 
run-through with soldier musicians, 
who made up most of the pit orch, 
made first performance ragged, but 
second show was better. In first per- 
formance footlights and spots did a 
sudden blackout while Kavanaugh 
was juggling three dumbbells, but 
he was still tossing and catching ‘em 
when the lights came back on a few 
seconds later. Dressing rooms and 
space in wings here are inadequate, 
with men dressing behind an old 
backdrop hung across a hallway. 

Show runs 85 minutes and should 
be shortened. Berger. 


FULL SPEED AHEAD 





Fort Benning, Ga., May 26. 
Sybil Bowan, Ben Beri, Shirley 
Van, Beverly Page, Shea & Ray- 
mond, Harold Barnes, Ross Wyse, Jr., 
Gae Foster Girls (16). 


First of a schedule of shows 
planned for the summer months in 
army camps, USO’s ‘Full Speed 
Ahead’ measurés up in every way as 
a path-paver for soldier enthusiasm. 
Essentially, this is mostly due to the 
Gae Foster line of 16 girls, who are 
in the show for three big numbers, 
and some of them double back to 
lace the edges of introductions. 
Maintaining a better than army 
average for appearance, plus rou- 
tines which are novel and fairly cute, 
the girls cut the problem of keeping 
the uniform-wearer interested. 

According to advance info, all the 
shows from here on out bearing the 
USO stamp wili be larger and more 
liberally cast with girls. The smaller, 
over-manned units of the winter sea- 
son will be abandoned, it’s reported. 


That's good news up and down bar- 





racks row, because dog acts, ama- 


teurs and opera got a bit tiresome 
while it lasted. 

Although ‘Full Speed Ahead’ has 
all the earmarks of making the 
grade, and did that here, it can still 
stand a few more dates before pre- 
cision and a well-knit program will 
be the result. It broke in at Nor- 
folk, Va., opening a new post theatre 
there, then came here for four nights, 
which is hardly enough to get the 
people acquainted and the cues 
straight. 

The line opens the piece with 
some patter about whether there 
should be scenery or girls, with bare 
stage, and leave it to the house, 
which decides on the lookers. They 
then do their initial flasher, ‘Don't 
Sit Under the Apple Tree.’ Midway 
they do a Southern Belle number, 
which is well costumed and staged, 
and, for the finale, a novelty with 
bells on ankles and waist to ‘Don't 
Want to Walk Without You.’ 

Long-time single and _ standard 
Sibyl Bowan, vet vaude and night- 
spot mimic, is the m.c., tossing gags, 
sharp talk and her own act into the 
hopper as the clock hands wind. 
She figures but slightly in the early 
portion, and her turn lights the next- 
to-close, with Bee Lillie, Carmen 
Miranda and Gracie Fields imper- 
sonations doing best. She uses 
‘Gracie Fields’ as the mechanics of 
working up a community sing (and 
community sings are very popular 
with soldiers if a girl is leading 
them), which gets the whole house 
very much on the side of the show as 
it nears the fade. 

Ben Beri’s juggling turn gives the 
house a chance to settle down and 
ready for the remainder of the opus. 
He is one of the ace acts of its kind 
touring today, and the soldiers gave 
remunerative response for his efforts. 
Shirley Van, with a mixture of p 
and operatic, is the first of two gir 
to sing, and she has a quality set of 
pipes. Show's producers were wise 
to have her mix up the repertoire, 
because it usually takes nothing less 
than a sweater girl to keep drinking 
fountain pilgrimages to a minimum 
during high-note spasms. Other girl 
is torchy Beverly Page, who scores 
with ‘Blues in the Night,’ and she 
stays all the way in that groove— 
and good. 

Between the girls come Shea and 
Raymond, two dancing clowns, whose 
comedy stands the remaining girl 
chores in relief. They win laughs. 
Former Cole Bros. Circus tight- 
wire skiller, Harold Barnes, delivers 
his smash routine and, when caught 
here, was one of the most talked- 
about features of the presentation. 
His wire flips, in this land of tum- 
bling to make parachutists and tank- 
ers, put him on familiar ground with 
the soldiers, and his accomplishments 
rated sincere applause. 

Miss Bowan’s act, inserted at this 
point, is followed by Ross Wyse, Jr., 
knockabout comedian. His gal assist, 
larger than her partner, does the 
tossing, and it’s an ideal blowoff. 
Standard procedure of units, the 
cast-on-stage at curtain, is done with 
house and stage singing of the Na- 
tional Anthem. 

Company staff includes Dave Rog- 
ers, manager; Al Dalzell, agent, and 
Maurice Jaffe, conductor. Running 
time now is about 85 minutes, but 
that should slide off about 10 when 
the seams are tightened. 

If ‘Full Speed’ is a sample of USO 
effort from here on, the soldiers will 
probably listen to Sibyl Bowan’s re- 
quest that, if they liked the show, to 
write home to relatives and friends 
to look kindly upon the USO cam- 





paign, Oldfield. 
HULLABALOO 
Camp Meade, Md., May 25. 
Lew Parker, Hollywood Blondes 


(3), Dorothy Keller, Jean Carroll & 
Buddy Howe, Phyllis Colt, Del Rios 
(3), Three Swifts, Gae Foster Roxy- 
ettes (16). 





Nicely conceived and smartly re- 
cruited, this unit has a wealth of 
talent and variety and would serve 
as topflight entertainment in any 
theatre. Designed for large audi- 
toriums and possible outdoor stages, 
emphasis is a bit on the sight side, 
but potent in comedy and _ song 
nevertheless. Post theatre was 
cramped for size, but troupe clicked 
regardless. 

Opening with an offstage vocal of 
‘3 Little Sisters,’ enacted in panto by 
trio of mixed couples, femmes in- 
volved (Hollywood Blondes) don 
roller skates and go to town with 
some sensational spins and throws. 
Bring on Lew Parker, who gags 
knowingly throughout as emcee. 
Keeps material away from the blue 
stuff and paces matters briskly. 

Dorothy Keller uncorks some swift 
tappery bringing on the line, which 
is nicely costumed in pink and blue 
ruffles and feathers, for smart preci- 
sion stuff leading into two added 
routines by Miss Keller, a tango tap 
and some straight hoofery, all bell- 
ringers. Makes nice niche for Jean 
Carroll and Buddy Howe. Latter 
pair does smart crossfire, a vocal by 
Miss Carroll of ‘Lady Be Good,’ in 
which she gives an impression of 
Louis Armstrong’s trumpet, and 
some closing hoofery decidedly in 
the groove. Standard turn takes 
command and registers from the tee- 
off. 

_Phyllis Colt, next with some spe- 
cially arranged vocals, delivers in 
pert style and good voice. Del Rios, 





two men and a femme, formally at- 


tired, register with hand-to-hand and 
three-high stuff. 

Parker follows with a spot of his 
own, rapping out some funny im- 
pressions of radio programs spliced 
into a vocal. Audience went for him 
in a big way. He has the speed and 
manner to hold his auditors and ex- 
perience shows itself in the timing 
of every punchline. ; 

Three Swifts give out with their 
standard club swinging, with the 
deadpan member pointing up the 
comedy. 

Unit smartly staged by Fanchon & 
Marco, with line routines, by Gae 
Foster, entirely up to scratch. Se- 
lection of acts by Harry Delmar was 
adroit and nicely contrasted. 

Burm. 


HUNKY DORY 


Charlotte, N. C., May 26. 
Benny Ross & Maxine Stone, Three 
Smart Girls, Sid Marion, June Lor- 
raine, Annette Ames, Four Samuels, 
Sid Blake. 


This. USO-Camp Shows, Inc., ‘B’ 
unit, caught at Morris Field here last 
night (Monday), was strong on 
talent and pleased plenty. Morale 
officers declared it the best troupe 
to play here to date, expressing dis- 
satisfaction with previous units. 

Despite the fact. bad weather 
forced the show indoors, handicap- 
ping it with a small stage, most of 
the acts socked over handily, with 
clean but peppery routines. Four 
Samuels were the show’s smash, 
clicking as much with their pre- 
cision terping as with their clowning. 
Comic Sid Marion also _ scored 
heavily as a single and working in 
bits with various members of the 
troupe. Benny Ross did a neat m.c. 
job and also a turn with Maxine 
Stone, in which he gave out with 
gagging and piping. Miss Stone, a 
nifty looker, confined herself to some 
high kicks. Sid Blake was on for 
several bits, mostly to heckle Ross. 
Three Smarts Girls opened, getting 
across okay with their tap routine 
although cramped by the small stage. 
They followed with a_ challenge 
round, drawing strong plaudits on 
ability and personality, June Lor- 
raine was strong with a half dozen 
impressions, including Jimmy 
Durante, Bette Davis and Lionel 
Barrymore. Annette Ames, half- 
pint vocalist, turned in a solid piping 
job, but was just fair in a tap 
sequence following. Justice. 


HOT FROM HARLEM 


Portland, Ore., May 26. 
Butterbeans and _ Susie, Ada 
Brown, Earle and Frances, June 
Vines, Orch (6). 














‘Hot from Harlem,’ one of the USO 
‘B’ units for smaller camps, opened 
at the Air Base here last night 
(Monday) and smacked over solidly. 
All-Negro troupe proved the best re- 
ceived USO-Camps Shows, Inc., unit 
so far, contrasting with some of the 
indifferent shows of the past. 

As implied by the name, it is an 
evening of jive all the way and that 
was exactly what the ys here 
wanted. Six-piece orch fits the bill, 
while individual performers dis- 
pensed good Harlem rhythm and 
comedy. 

Torchy warbler Ada Brown earned 
a response that was exceeded only 
by comics Butterbeans and Susie. 
Hoofers Earle and Frances and 
chirper June Vines likewise clicked. 
Noble Sissle produced the show for 
USO-CSL. Wyatt. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREELS) 


_— 





Jimmy Doolittle’s straightforward 
account (Fox) of how he led a bomb- 
ing squadron against armament cen- 
ters in Japan is about the outstand- 
ing newsreel clip this week. He’s 
spotted in front of a mike, talking to 
another officer, telling how military 
objectives and a nearly completed 
Jap cruiser were blown up. Doo- 
little seems to lapse into baby talk 
when he refers to a Mccoy Jap air 
plant called the Mitzi Bitzi, and he 
gets a laugh when he related that 
his squadron couldn’t stay very long 
to see the complete effects of the 
bombing because ‘we were in a 
hurry.’ Also shown in this clip is 
F.D.R. pinning the Congressional 
Medal of Honor on Doolittle. 

The H. V. Kaltenborn special is, 
as usual, interesting and stimulating. 
He deals with a query regarding pos- 
sibility of war ending by next year 
and, like President Roosevelt, warns 
that premature optimism is unwar- 
ranted and might prove damaging. 
Kaltenborn points out that there is 
a possibility Germany may collapse 
by the end of 1943, or following the 
first major military defeat, but that 
Japan is stronger and will stay in 
the field longer. 

Approximately 35 out of 42 clips in 
the current newsreel issue deal with 
the war. The ‘I Am An American 
Day’ rally in Central Park, New 
York (Fox) with a turnout of 
about 1,250,000 shown, sees Supreme 
Court Justice Hugo Black leading the 
crowd in a dedication of faith in the 
flag, with shots of Lt. John Bulkeley, 
Pvt. Joe Louis, Governor Lehman 
and others on the rostrum. Irving 
Berlin leads the crowd in singing his 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y._ 


Ben Dova, 
Gatanos, Jack Kilty, Selma Kaye 
Nicholas Daks, Muriel Gray, Rod. 
ettes, Glee Club, Ballet Corps, Music 


Oxford Boys, Di 


Hall Symphony Orch und 

direction of Erno Rapee; Tortilla 
Flat’ (M-G), reviewed in ‘Variety,’ 
April 22, 42. ‘ 





Broken up into six parts, this stage 
presentation, production by Russell 
Markert and aptly titled ‘Accent on 
Color,’ provides acceptable, light en- 
tertainment. It affords nice relief 
froma the picture, ‘Tortilla Flat’ 
(M-G), a somewhat different type of 
booking for this house, but one 
which seemingly means boxoffice. 


On top of the orchestra overture 
of Georges Enesco’s ‘Roumanian 
Rhapsody,’ stageshow goes into ac- 
tion with Selma Kaye, soprano, do- 
ing a rather heavy aria in one. Al- 
though she gets across well, it might 
be better to top the overture with 
something else, spotting Miss Kaye 
farther down. 


‘Les Papillons,’ the ballet session, 
could open. This is the Pierrct 
dance fantasy, with Nicholas Daks 
and Muriel Gray featured. With 
choreography by Florence Rogge, it 
is one of the best numbers of its 
kind staged here, while the two Nat 
Karson settings are also effective. 
The ballet group itself is maneuvered 
through the number in an ingenious 
fashion. 

The Oxford Boys, trio, appear in 
one with their unique vocal impres- 
sions and singing. A heavy hit here. 
Also appearing downstage is Ben 
Dova, the clown drunk with the 
swaying lamp post. House has pro- 
vided a night street scene for him. 
Dova’s business with the paper while 
sitting atop the street lamp is a lit- 
tle too suggestive for the Hall, but it 
got a big laugh. 

Jack Kiity is on twice with his 
singing, bringing on the Rockettes in 
one instance and the glee club in 
another, Markert’s line of precision 
dancers appears in red wigs and car- 
rying small umbrellas. Theirs is a 
very good number currently. 


Following the highly listenable 
session with the glee clubbers, the 
action goes to fullstage with a sky 
eye backing. It’s all to give effect to 
the song, ‘Deep Night,’ done by Kilty 
and the glee club. In the starry 
setting the Di Gatanos offer two ex- 
ceptionally slick ballroom routines, 
the beauty of which is heightened by 
the fine lighting effects of Eugene 
Braun, plus the colorful costume 
worn by the female member of the 
team. A _ silvery and somewhat 
tinsely set piece comes up for the 
finish with the girls down front in 
glittering costumes. Char, 


OLYMPIA, MIAMI 


Miamt, May 22. 
Myles Bell, Robinson & Martin, 
Gonzales Trio, Barr & Estes, Cappy 
Barra Boys, Harry Reser House 
Orch; ‘Mayor of 44th Street’ (RKO), 








What with the dimout, difficulty 
in grabbing first-rate turns for dates 
here in the summer and negative pix, 
manager A] Weiss has been taking 
it on the chin for the past few weeks. 
Current bill, however, is satisfactory 
summer entertainment and evidences 
b.o. possibilities, 


Chief comeon is Myles Bell, who 
has been running bases on local 
nitery circuit for several seasons. 
Bell is a comic who always impresses 
as about to tap the chime, but never 
quite makes it. Guy is a paradox. 
His material is a retake of half a 
dozen comics, but on him it’s funny. 
Even tips the house in advance that 
he lifted the routine, then makes ’em 
like it. Most potent asset is engag- 
ing personality, which has earned 
him quite a following in this locality. 
It’s not socky enough, however, to 
Overcome obvious deficiency of ma- 
terial. Equipped with some slick 
script. and with a little sideline 
coaching, he might step into big 
league. But he’ll have to scram 
Miami to do it. 

A south-of-the-border importation 
the Gonzales Trio (two femmes anc 
male) da@pends largely on a mutt 
tagged Gaucho for mitt returns. Set- 
up is slightly misleading in that the 
group bows on with hot rhumba, 
segues into tumbling sequence, and 
then becomes pooch act. Pups are 
clever, but it all seems confusing by 
the goings-on. 

Eccentric hoofing of Barr and Estes 
is standard, but well liked here. Be- 
tween Barr’s mugging and sideline 
cracks he garners fair quota of gig- 
gles. Robinson and Marti» have 
been around, but hoofology does not 
impress as being particularly novel 
or flashy. 

Apparently Cappe Barra Boys’ top 
billing is solely on strength of one 
of their members dubbed the har- 
monica background in a Jimmy 
Stewart pix. For a quintet their out- 
put is surprisingly weak, having lit- 
tle semblance of harmony. If Phil 
King, the leader, would cut the corny 
comedy it would help. Bounces 
around as though he were mounted 
on springs and makes Stokowski 
look like an amateur when it comes 
to waving paws. King also has an- 
sr habit of grabbing all the 
WSs. 








‘God Bless America.’ Mori 


Biz fair. Lestie. 
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~ ‘STATE, N. Y. 


Allen & Kent (4), Adrian Rollini 
Trio, Kitty Carlisle, Lucienne & 
Ashour, Joe E. Lewis, Ruby Zwerl- 
ing’s Pit Orch; ‘Jungle Book’ (UA). 








Loew’s can farm out this bill as 
the first half of any two-a-day 
vaudeville layout—it’s that good. 
There’s punch in every act, extraor- 
dinary pace in the 78-minute run- 
ning time, and the names of Joe E. 
Lewis, Kitty Carlisle and the Adrian 
Rollini trio to grace the marquee. 

The names in this bill, their click 
calibre and b.o. worth should be an 
object lesson for theatre operators 
as to vaudeville’s position. Consider- 


ing the film, there’s no saying how 
low the gross here might be with- 
out the stage show. The celluloid 
isn’t drawing them, so the vaude will 
account for the major share of the 
gross currently. : 

Lewis is doing a neat m.c. job, 
then whamming for 30 minutes on 
his own as the closing act. At the 
Jast show opening night (Thursday) 
the mob begged him to continue, 
but ne finally bowed off with the ex- 
cuse. that he was booked for an 
Army Relief benefit at the Waldorf- 
Astoria hotel. The comic is virtually 
running the gamut of his special ma- 
terial, delivering ‘What Every Young 
Man Should Know,’ ‘Mistreated 
Gypsy,’ ‘Can’t Get the Merchandise,’ 
‘Sound by Western Electric,’ ‘Sam, 
You Made the Pants too Long’ and a 
parody on ‘Blues in the Night’; some 
are funny and slightly blue, others 
just funny, but all nifty audience 
pleasers. Lewis has an infectious 
style that makes it appear as though 
he’s ad libbing all the time, when 
actually his routine is pat. 

In Miss Carlisle, the State has a 
carload of class and talent. It’s hard 
to figure why this striking brunet, 
beautifully gowned, has not been 
grabbed up by one of the two-a-day 
impresarios. She’s an_ infrequent 
visitor to the vaudeville stages, but 
a definite enhancement for the varie- 
ties whenever she chooses to play. 
Her song reperteire is excellent, 
opening with ‘Always in My Heart,’ 
then Irving Berlin’s ‘I Threw a Kiss 
in the Ocean,’ and finally a rousing 
patriotic medley of the songs of the 
Coast Guard, Marines, Army, Navy 
and Air Corps. That was insurance 
of a showstop and she was forced 
back for an encore of a Mexican 
tune. 

Preceding Miss Carlisle is the 
Rollini Trio, with the billed name 
on the vibraphone and his two aides 
de guitar and bass, respectively. 

hey’ve been standard in the smart 
cocktail lounges and present a fine 
musical act for theatres, They’re in 
the swing idiom, with just enough 
bounce to please the kids and not too 
much to annoy the adults. The 
fairly well-filled State gave them a 
nifty reception. 

Next-to-closing is the knockabout 
Apache dancing turn of Lucienne 
and Ashour, by now standard. It’s 
an unusual act for such late spotting, 
but the surprise twist of the femme 
finally committing mayhem on her 
‘toug ‘ lover makes this act the 
click it is. They’re fast and furious 
workers and audiences don’t go to 
sleep when they're working. 

Opening the show is the surefire 
dancing act of Allen and Kent, a 
young mixed team who can thank 
the two oldsters with them for the 
big applause they usually rate. The 
oldtimers are Jim and Maude 
Kennedy, who once worked an act 
of their own tagged Kennedy and 
Kramer, and they are stil] plenty 
good on the hoof for all their years. 
Allen and Kent are likewise Okay 
dancers, but the big punch is when 
the grey-haired steppers step out. 

Scho. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


; Chicago, May 22. 
Chico Marx Orch (14), Don Rice, 
Lang & Cravat, Rolly & Verna Pickert, 
Ginny Perkins,: Ziggy Lane; ‘Hello 
Annapolis’ (Col). 


This is comedy week at the 
Oriental with a bill headed by Chico 
Marx’s orchestra. Marx has stand- 
ard group of musicians who can 
&ive out equally as well with jive as 
with sweet. 

Built around five-reed section, 
Zang opens with ‘Heart of Texas.’ 
Marx then comes on and warms up 
the customers to his type of comedy. 
From there on in, it’s laughs all the 
way, and plenty entertaining. Band 
handles a neat arrangement of ‘Jer- 








sey Bounce,’ followed by session 
with Ginny Perkins. Gal is okay 
with her mugging and_ singing, 


though she follows a Martha Raye 
routine too closely. Her warbling of 
‘Apple Tree’ in particular went over 
in great fashion, due mostly to the 
arrangement. 

Verna and Rolly Pickert handle the 
only dance bit on the week’s bill. 
And they hold up that end of the 
show nicely. They’re good on the 
rhythm material and sell solidly 
with a closing bit done on stilts. 
Pair is good looking and costumes 
are notably okay. 

Act that walloped ’em is Lang and 
Cravat, a fast pair on the horizontal 
bars. Two guys do a fast routine of 
Zymnastics on the bars, interspersed 





with cemedy and magic gags. Their 


spills and turns are paced well for 
sustained _laughter. Ziggy Lane, 
Seeoerveleas, satisfies with current 

Don Rice is still clicko with his 
varied turn. He snaps from one 
character to another with little 
pause and catches a bigger laugh 
with each change. He has good 
material and uses every bit of it to 
good advantage. 

Marx had a hard time, after his 
first piano number, getting the 
crowd to quiet long enough to an- 
nounce his next keyboard offering. 
For all of that, they didn’t care what 
he played, just so long as he kept 
plugging away. He's a boffy enter- 
tainer, and though confined to a 
few ivory numbers, is smash. 

Business good at the second show 
Friday (22). Loop. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, May 23. 
Joe May & Dorothy Ryan, Bru- 
cetta, Winston & Lolette, Helen 
Honan, Herb Six House Orch, Norma 
Agron; ‘Remember Pearl Harbor’ 
(Rep). 








Every once in a while a variety 
bill turns up locally with a string of 
acts that are all up toa certain pleas- 
ant par. This week’s bill is one of 
those. lt was five minutes over the 
usual 50-minute running time Friday 
night, although this was mostly the 
doing of Joe May, doubling out of 
his own act as m.c. When a comedian 
such as May, whose usual turn on 
the stage is limited to 10 minutes or 
so, gets an opportunity to be on stage 
as m.c., it’s a field day, and he makes 
the most of it, considerably enliven- 
ing the show. 

Probably the least of the retinue 
is the amateur winner, Martha Raye- 
ish Norma Agron, but even she 
worked hard and was well received 
with May’s gagging. If there is any 
low among the standard acts it’s the 
dancing cavalcade of Winston and 
Lolette, although their performance, 
to open the show after a house band 
specialty, is creditable encugh. In- 
cidentally, Bernie Shaner, handling 
the drums in Herb Six’s crew, is spot- 
lighted in opening on ‘Jungle Drums.’ 

After Miss Agron’s song, stage is 
turned over to Helen Honan’s string 
of impersonations, and show hits its 
stride from here out. As an imper- 
sonator of various prominent femme 
types, as well as at her own version 
of a tipsy dame and such specialties 
as Bette Davis and Charlie Chaplin, 
an imitation seldom attempted by a 
woman, Miss Honan proves first rate. 
She’s followed by Brucetta in a turn 
of contortionism that includes all of 
the recognized tricks and bends as 
well as a few variations of her own. 

In the final spot May brings on his 
partner, Dorothy Ryan, for their duo 
of comedy dialog, songs and patter 
that holds up the pact to the finish. 

Considerably more than usual at- 
tention is being given to week’s film 
fare, ‘Remember Pearl Harbor,’ be- 
cause of its topical title, but biz re- 
mains in the average, or less, class. 

Quin. 


KEITH’S BOSTON 


Boston, May 22. 
Happy Felton, Frances Willis, Deep 
River Boys (5), Ann Corio, Shirley 
Wayne, Mitzi Green, Arthur Treacher 
& Red Marshall, Larry Flint House 
Band; ‘Whispering Ghost’ (20th). 








This talent-packed show opens 
with Happy Felton and winds up 
with Ann Corio selling war stamps 
in the lobby. Vaude date represents 
a break in the stripper’s current 
jump from burley to legit, for Miss 
Corio is playing the Cambridge Sum- 
mer theatre the week of June 1 in 
‘It’s a Wise Child.’ 


Burley star, who has a big follow- 
ing here, crossfires chatter with Fel- 
ton in an early session and demon- 
strates, in the next-to-close spot, how 
to undress. Frances Willis assists in 
this demonstration by clowning it on 
the other side of the stage. Miss 
Willis, deuce, gets over in an acro- 
control number that really gets the 
show under way. 

Felton m.c.s, opening with a rather 
corny bit of ‘mixing a musical cock- 
tail’ with the house band. Also 
fools around with Shirley Wayne, 
comic violinist, half-way through the 
proceedings. Miss Wayne is very 
okay on her own, getting chuckles 
for her deadpan business and plau- 
dits for her straight fiddling. 

Arthur Treacher, abetted by Red 
Marshall, displays a socko vaude de- 
livery of his lines, and the dice game 
bit with Marshall is one of the bright 
spots. 

Singing end of the bill is handled 
by Deep River Boys from radio and 
Mitzi Green from musicals. Colored 
singers register big with their unique 
antics and showmanship. Miss Green 
shows to best advantage in one of 
those special jobs about ‘I’m Grown 
Up,’ and it’s better than most songs 
of this type. Follows with three- 


part impersonation of Hepburn, 
Garbo and Fanny Brice singing 
‘Daddy, Eight to the Bar.’ Could 


have taken encores when caught, but 
show was running overtime and had 
to beg off. 

Standee biz on supper show. For. 





Pittsburgh, May 22. 

Gene Krupa Orch (16), Anita) 

O’Day, Johnny Desmond, Roy El- 

dridge, Johnny Woods, Allen, Burns 

& Cody; ‘Joe Smith, American’ 
(M-G). 





WB deluxer continues to be a 
happy hunting ground for the jive- 
niles. Last week it was Benny Good- 
man and his rockin’ rhythms; this 
week it’s Goodman’s ex-stickman, 


Gene Krupa, and his skin sympho- 
nies. Next week it'll be Artie Shaw. 
Doubtful whether Stanley’s balcony 
will be able to take the punishment. 
Mob was putting on a show of their 
own at the getaway today, just as 
they did at first performace last Fri- 
day, and the upstairs felt as if it 
was on rollerskates. Exhibitions, 
however, are invariably confined to 
the opening, with the clientele ap- 
parently settling down to something 
approaching a norm as the week 
progresses. 

As for Krupa, he continues to be 
more and more of a showman on the 
skins each time around. The guy 
scorches a snare into a blazing white 
heat, pounds a kettle into a pulp, and 
beats a bass drum so hard it can’t 
even say uncle—from sheer exhaus- 
tion. Not only that, but he’s out- 
fitted all his men with miniature 
skins fastened to their music stands, 
aad when they play follow the lead- 
er, result is a throbbing tomtom that 
sounds like an aboriginal jam ses- 
sion. Between rushing down from 
his perch at the top of the stand to 
his props—and the mike — down 
front, but continuously, and flailing 
his arms and wrists at that mile-a- 
minute clip, Krupa’s going to work 
himself right into 4F if he doesn’t 
watch out. 

Band’s molded to the Krupa me- 
tier, with five saxes, four trumpets, 
three trombones, piano, bass, guitar 
and drums, with the lattér, of course, 
predominating in all the arrange- 
ments. Trumpets get the chief 
workout in the extra-curricular 
stuff, with the ebony ace, Roy Fl- 
dridge, on the featured end, both on 
vocals and tooting. He’s a whiz and 
accounts for a couple of show-stop- 
ping contributions. Regular warblers 
are Anita O’Day, who sizzles through 
a swing ‘My Man’ and ‘Thanks for 
the Bogey Ride,’ and later pairs 
with Eldridge on a hot-lick novelty, 
and Johnny Desmond, who registers 
with ‘Tangerine’ and ‘Miss You.’ 

Outstanding musically is Nacio 
Herb Brown’s ‘American Bolero,’ 
right up Krupa’s alley and built into 
a regular production flash with lights 
and special effects, and ‘C’mon and 
Knock Me a Kiss.’ which comes near 
the close with Eldridge taking the 
lead. 

Two acts on the bill. Johnny Woods 
and acrobatic trio of Allen, Burns 
and Cody, three youngsters who call 
themselves the Acromaniacs and 
never let their billing down. Woods 
is still doing his standard turn, lively 
and accurote impressions of the 
great and near-great in radio, but 
showing the need these days for 
some new material. Acromaniacs tie 
things up with their rapid-fire, showy 
tricks, most of them, :ncidentaily, 
pretty familiar over the circuits. 
But kids have enough dash and 
showmanship to minimize the lar- 
ceny. 

Short picture, ‘Joe Sm*“h. Ameri- 
can’ (M-G), gives Max Adkins and 
his house crew time to plav a pit 
overture for a change, and it’s okay. 

Cohen. 


APOLLO, N. Y. 





of 


International Sweethearts 


Rhythm Orch (16) with Evelyn 
McGee; Spnic & Span, Monroe & 
Monroe, Eddie Rector, Foster & 
Joyner, Charioteers (15). Sarah 


Brown; Jimmie Baskette, ‘Right.to 
the Heart’ (20th). 





International Sweethearts of 
Rhythm, all-girl orchestra which 
originated at Pineywood School, 
Mississippi, has been working pro- 
fessionally about a year. Titled In- 
ternational Sweethearts because of 
the presence of a Chinese sax player 
and two Puerto Ricans, along with 


STANLEY, PITT | 


main body to work on jazz things 
that leave a showmanly impression. 


Remainder of the 90 minutes or so | 


is a vaude show. 
Negro 


first. 


house 


: Spic and Span, 
mixed dance team. are on 
They’re okay for this type 
¢ with unexciting 
nicely executed. Monroe’ and 
Monroe, trampoline-comedy pair, 
only white act on bill, clicked solidly 
when caught. With one costumed as 
a bum, the other similarly, but in 
clown makeup, the act elicited belly- 
laughs repeatedly on and off their 
bounce-blanket. 


Eddie Rector, buck and winger, a! 
apparently | 


polished stepper who 
has been around for some time, 
clicks easily, too. He was caught at 
this house only a few months ago. 
Foster and Joyner are blacked-up 
comedians who do a timely crossfire 
in Army uniforms. They’re okay 
for here. 

Charioteers, vocal quartet accom- 
panied by piano, are the stars of the 
bill. Beginning with ‘Gaucho Sere- 
nade,’ one of their most successful 
Okeh recordings, the group runs 
through a series of neatly paced bal- 
lads and rhythm melodies that 
earned them an encore. One draw- 
back with them is that the tenor is 
inclined toward overdoing his de- 
liveries. 

Sarah Brown is an amateur con- 
test winner, who sings two semi- 
classical tunes in untrained voice. 
Jimmie Baskette 1.c.s. 

Wood. 


Biz good. 
| Re acetone 8 
On-the-Upbeat 
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the Moonlight Terrace, Russell’s 
Point, O., near Lima, during the 
summer season, starting May 29. 
Frankie Schenk and his 10-piece 
band will open the season there, 
and a name band policy will be in- 
stituted. 





Lew Waterman has taken over the 
bandstand in the Rainbow Room, 
Willard Hotel, Toledo. Ray St. Clair 
is now a defense worker at the new 
propeller plant in Toledo, 





Tyle Gaffield orchestra closed a 
long stay at Kin Wa Low’s night 
club, Toledo, May 24, and was fol- 
lowed by Paul Spor for three weeks. 
Earle Hoffman’s orchestra is sched- 
uled to open at Kin Wa Low’s on 
June 15. 





Tommie Puffenbaugh is playing 
the piano in the house band at the 
Trianon Ballroom, Toledo, replacing 
Ernie Fodor, now in the army. The 
orchestra is now known as Cecil 
Ogle’s outfit. 





Lynne. Richards, 
Harry James and Bunny Berigan, 
now singing with Johnny McGee 
band, 





Howdy Baum orch opened second 
engagement this year at Merry-Go- 
Round, Pittsburgh, last week, re- 
placing the Dee Peterson outfit. 





Patsy Oliver taking over trumpet- 
ing in Brad Hunt’s band in Pitts- 
burgh vacated by army-bound Sal 
Sunseri, 





Johnny Messner orch opened two- 
week engagement at Kennywood 
Park, Pittsburgh, Monday (25), re- 
placing Everett Hoagland outfit. 





Baron Elliott has lost his piano 
player, Bill Bickel, to Blue Barron, 
and three other men, _ including 
Johany Corlett, drummer, to Chuck 
Foster. 





Howdy Baum orch back into 
Merry-Go-Round, Pittsburgh, for 
second engagement since first of 
year, replacing the Dee Peterson 
band. 





U. S. Negro girls, the group of five 
sax, six evenly split brass, four 
rhythm delivers in a most surprising 





| 


manner. 
This is a novelty, but judged 
| strictly on its own merits and with | 
|out comparisons with male con-| 
temporaries, the group has the abil-| 
ity to satisfy. 
gals is far better than one might ex- | 
pect, even though its showing at this | 
house could be improved. Due to 
poor choice of material the effect 
made is inconsistent; on one number 
the band hits a comparatively clean, 
smooth groove and on another a} 
raggedness shows up. One of their! 
best is an arrangement of ‘How 
’‘Bout That Mess.’ Inconsistency is 
true of the arrangements, too. 
Anna Mae Wimbus is the non-play- 
ing leader; she sings, too, in fair 
style, and does an okay job with the 
| baton. Evelyn McGee is vocalist, a 
blues stvle sinver who does fairly 
well with ‘This Love of Mine.’ There 
are numerous soloists within the 
outfit, particularly an alto sax player 








who stens out often. Aft various 
times different sma!) combinations | 
of instruments pull out from the 


Russ Morgan’s date at Stanley the- 


ahead of him. 





Jerry Cantino replacing 
bound Teddy Mayer at bass in Dave 


Buffalo. Roy Wilhelm at piano in 
place of Ev Biller, also in khaki. 





Abe Lyman, who opens Palomar 
B., Norfolk, Va., exits two days dur- 
ing his run to make room for Jimmy 
Dorsey, June 9-10. 





Mal Hallett orchestra has switched 
booking affiliations from Consoli- 
dated Radio Artists to Music Corp. 
of America. 





Joseph Adams, former lead clari- 


routines | 


formerly with | 


The playing of the! Cheskin’s WGR-WKWB house band, | 


| 
| 





New Acts 








EDDIE MAYEHOFF 
Characterizations 

16 Mins, 

Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y. 

Eddie Mayehoff comes to Cafe So- 
ciety, N. Y., as the latest in a long 
line of comedians with something a 
bit different to offer. He does char- 
acterizations of a woman’s club 
speaker, a singing teacher and a va- 
riety of other types. That is cer- 
tainly not a unique brand of comedy 
in itself, but is unusual in this case 
because of the astuteness and sharp- 
jness of observation that Mayehoff 
brings to it. He possesses some of 
the same ‘ear’ for the nuances of 
language and characteristics as Da- 
mon Runyon displays in his carica- 
tures of the speech of the smart 
money boys. 

Mayehoff, in addition, possesses an 
intriguing style of underplaying 
himself in introduction and bows. 
It scored a strong click at the C. S. 
preem and should be good for all 
types of niteries and theatres, the 
satire being subtle yet broad enough 
for general appreciation. Mayehoff 
was pushed to repeated encores when 
caught. 

He’s no novice, of course, at this 
type of thing, having been at the 
Algonquin, the Brevoort and other 
smart rooms last season, and just 
closed at La Vie Parisienne, N.Y. He’s 
primarily, however, a radio writer 
and actor. He had a half-heur weekly 
show of his own, deing character- 
izations, on Mutual and will resume 
it within a couple weeks. He also 
writes and acts in a number of the 





Norman Corwin and Columbia 
Workshop series shows. Herb. 
LIL GREEN 

Songs 

9 Mins. 


Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y. 

Lil Green is a Negro gal from 
Chicago who’s been working in more 
or less minor niteries there for the 

ast seven years. She’s better 

nown, however, for her Bluebird 
recordings (‘In the Dark,’ ‘I Won’t 
Sell My Love,’ ‘Mellow Man’ and 
‘Cherry Tree Blues’) and on the 
strength of them was inked by Moe 
Gale and imported to New York. 
Current date is her first in the east, 

She is in the Billie Holiday pat- 
tern, but more versatile anc a cer- 
tain sock for sophisticated spots 
using this type of songstress and for 
Negro vaude houses. M4°s Green has 
that fine melancholy style needed for 
selling dusky ballads, occasionally 
varying it with a tune just a little 
more on the jump. side. . 

Built on tall and heavy lines, war- 
bler nevertheless has an oke per- 
sonality for her type of ae 

erb. 





Unit Review 


TALK ABOUT GIRLS 


(BROADWAY, CHARLOTTE, N. C.) 


Charlotte, N. C., May 22. 
Martin Bros. (2), Bob South Pad- 
gett, 2 Jacks, Penny Rich, Missing 
Bros. (2), Adrianna Line (8), Frank 
Silver’s Band (5); ‘Tragedy at Mid- 
night? (Rep). 











Ross and Trudy Russell’s “Talk 
About Girls,’ which premiered here, 
packs plenty of entertainment. It 
comprises a fast-stepping line with 
strong acts. 

The Martin brothers score solidly 


with a novelty marionet turn. It’s 
streamlined puppetry with the 
brothers pulling the strings on the 
three-foot dolls in full view of the 
audience instead of the old-time hid- 
den manipulator style. Sweet! 
The Two Jacks open with a neat 
perch act that drew heavy applause. 
Bob South Padgett is funny in a 
blackface monolog. His material is 
good and his delivery pleasing. 
Penny Rich, vocalist, is okay in a 
single piping, ‘Free For All,’ ‘Arthur 
Murray’ and ‘Shelter from a Shower,’ 
the last for a production number. 
She does a particularly nifty job on 
|‘Arthur Murray.’ She has a nice in- 





|atre, Pittsburgh, pushed back to June | dividual style that adds to her song- 
15, with Artie Shaw coming in a week | selling. 


Adrianna, specialty dancer, 
| does a dainty shedderoo on the para- 
sol number that gets around to some 
mean derriere-tossing before it is 


Army- | over. 


The Trudy Russell linegirls get 
away from the standard routines in 
two numbers. Their best is the pro- 
duction number built around ‘Shelter 
from a Shower,’ which works in 
lighting effects and sends giris scam- 
pering for parasols which they use 
niftily in subsequent routine. 

Full house on show caught. Just. 


‘Drunkard’ Reels Again 


Dallas, May 26. 
Jack Pepper’s Log Cabin has re- 
vived old-time melodrama, present- 
ing ‘The Drunkard’ every night at 
11:30 after a round of variety enter- 








netist and bass saxophonist with Will] | tainment. 


'Osborne Orchestra, promoted to band 
Schall. | play when it enjoyed a succesful run 


manager, replacing Max 


Neil Fletcher, who directed the 


Adams was replaced in sax section | here in 1936, during the Texas Cen- 


by Carl] Lodico. 


tennial, is the director. 
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VARIETY 





Wednesday, May 27, 1942 








Variety Bills 





WEEK OF MAY 29 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show. whether full or split week. 














Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (27) 
Ray Kinney Ore 
Mayris Chaney 
Whitson Bros 
Ethel Shutta 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (29) 
Artie Shaw Orc 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (29) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Henny Youngman 
Radio Aces 
Allen & Kent 
Cabot & Dresden 








Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (27) 
Benny Goodman Bd 

Tip, Tap & Toe 
Harris & Shore 

BUFFALO 
Buffalo (29) 
Gene Krupa Bd 
Wally Rrown 
Mazie & Brach 
Virginia Austin 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (29) 
Dean Murphy 





Larry Adler 
Lane Bros 
Kitty Carlisle 


MIAMI 
Olympia (27-30) 
Large & Morgner 
Ben Perry 
Bob Easton 
Sgt Gre’n, Pvt D'ley 
Jean Jack & Judy 
OMAHA 
Orpheum (29) 
Horace Heidt Bd 








RKO 








BOSTON 
RKO (29) 
Tommy Tucker Ore 

Bell Tr 

Don Cummings 

Chilton & Thomas 
(22) 


Deep River Boys 

Mitzi Green 

Ann Corio 

Arthur Treacher 

Happy Felton Co 
CLEVELAND 
Palace (29) 

Blue Barron Orc 





Albins 
Blackstone 
(22) 
Earl Carroll's Co 
DAY N 
RKO (29) 
Frank Fay 
ZaSu Pitts 
Linda Ware 
3 Ross Sis 
Eddie Parks 
(22) 
Blue Barron Ore 
Billy Gilbert 
Val Setz 
Albins 








Warner 





NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (29) 
Jimmy,Dorsey Orc 
Condos Bros 
Billy De Wolfe 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (29) 
Russ Morgan Orc 
Billy Gilbert 
Eunice Healey 
Al Bernie 
(22) 
Glen Gray Ore 
Mills Bros 
Pat Henning Co 
PITTSBU RGH 
Stanley (29) 
Artie Shaw Orc 
Gaudsmith Bros 
Miriam Lavelle 





(22) 
Gene Krupa Orc 
Allen, Burns, Cody 
Johnny Wods 
UTICA 
Stanley (2-4) 
Vaughn Monroe Orc 
(26-28) 

Phil Spitalny Orc 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (29) 
Dick Stabile Ore 

Gracie Barrie 


Allen, Burns, Cody 
Paul Regan 
(22) 


Roxyettes 

Lynn, Royce. Vanya 
Pansy the Horse 
Bob Bromley 

The Diplomats 








Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall 
(Heldover) 

Oxford Boys 

Ben Dova 

Di Gitanos 

Jack Kilty 

Selma Kay 

Nicholas Daks 

Muriel Gray 

Corps de Ballet 

Rockettes 

Glee Club 

Symphony Ore 

Roxy (Heldover) 

Lee Sherman 

Beatrice Seckler 

Chester Dolphin 

Bob Hannon 

12 Esquires 
BROOKLYN 

Albermarie (30-31) 

Bob Coffey 

6 Cabineers 

Anger Clifford 3 

Farrell & Mack Sis 

Trene’s Pets 
Marine (31) 

Rosalind Gordon 

Bill Brown 

Howard Fuller, Sis 

(Two to fill) 
Mayfair (30) 

Rosalind Gordon 


Bill Brown 

Howard Fuller, Sis 

(Two to fill) 
Ridgewood (27) 


Bob Coffey 

Russell & Farrar 
Ross & West 

Bobby Henshaw 

Andrew. D’'Wald, M 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (30-31) 

Paul Remos 

3 Slate Bros 

Fav Carroll 

56 Arnauts 

Sune Ryan 

Monroe Bros 

A Rey Or (30, only) 

JT Dorsev (31, only) 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Hamid’s (30-31) 

Vaughn Monroe Orc 

Gertrude Niessen 

Diosa Costello 

Little Tough Guys 

Jan Murray 

Wayne & Marlin 

6 Gravs 

BALTIMORE 

Hipyodrome (29) 

Irk Spots 

Mitehell Avres Orc 

State (28-30) 

DeLace & Shirley 

Russell & Farrar 

Ernie Stanton 


(31-3) 
The Peletiers 
Lee Ross 
Nash & Evans 
Irene Dart Co 
BRIDGEPORT 
Lyric (25-27) 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
3 Sailors 
Rose Marie 








Arnauts & Sis Nolly 


ELIZARETH 
Liberty (28-31) 
Bud Carlell & Rosa 

Ross & West 
Mr, Mrs, Night’gale 
Andrew, D’Wald, M 
CAMDEN 
Towers (27-29) 
Read Sisters 
Tyler & Renard 
Joe Termini 
Heller & Riley 
Antaleks 
HARTFORD 
State (29-31) 
Arthur Treacher 
Happy Felton 
Mills Bros 
Shep Fields Ore 
LYNBROOK 
Lynbrook (30) 
R & M Clayton 
Al Robinson 
(Three to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (29-1) 
Carr Bros 
Carroll & Lee Rev 
(Two to fill) 

(2-4) 
Gautier’s St’plech’se 
Tim Herbert 
Murphy Sis 


The Peletiers 

Lee Ross 

Nash & Evans 

Irene Dart Co 
WASHINGTON 
Howard (27) 

Lionel Hampton Or 

Charley & Dotty 

Pons & Toute 

3 Rve Sis 
PROVIDENCE 

Metropolitan (29-1) 

Ciro Rimaec Orc 

Don Zelaya 

Havana M’drid Rev 
SPRINGFIELD 
Court Sq. (28-30) 

Sandv Lang Co 

T O'Neal & Kathe 

Sons of Purvie Sage 

WILLOW G’E PK. 
Willow (39, only) 

Rio & Rita 

The Kemmys 

Brooks & Philson 





Ferdinand the Bull 
(3ist only) 

Carr Bros 

Murphy Sis 

Ken & Roy Page 

Carroll & Lee Rev 
WATERBURY 
Poli’s (28-29) 

Clyde Lucas Orc 

Diosa Costello 

Bob Howard 





Jan Murray 


6 Grays 
WOODSIDE 
Sunnyside (31) 

R & M Clayton 

Al Rebinson 

(Three to fill) 
WORCESTER 

Plymouth (25-27) 

Frankie Masters Or 

Diosa Costello 

Jan Murray 

6 Grays 








Cabaret Bills 








NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 
Geo Morris Ore 
Maggi McNellis 
Ben Marden Riviera 
Freshmen (5) 
Chavez Orc 
Pancho Ore 

Bill Bertolotti’s 


Lilyan Dell 
Shiri Thomas 
Lynn & Marianne 


Dee Rogers 
Moya Gifford 
Don Syivio Ore 
Roberto Ore 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 


Rose Perfect 
Lulu Bates 
Ethel Gilbert 
George Tonak 
Harry Donelly 
Billy Lorraine 
Charlie Ross 
Bernie Grauer 
Gay 90's Quartette 
Cafe Society 
(Midtown) 
Zero Mostel 
Joe Sullivaa 
Kenneth Spencer 
Hazel Scott 
Golden Gate 4 
Eddie South Ore 


Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 

Albert Ammons 
Pete Johnson 
Eddie Mayehoft 
Lil Green 

Casino Russe 
Nina Tarasova 
Sasha Polinoff 
Michel Michon 
Nadia & Sasha 
Dmitri Matvienke 
Kris Kay Orc 
Nicholas Matthey O 

Cerutti’s 

Brick Top 
Walter Lynch 
Mae Barnes 
Haywood & Allan 
4 Chanticleers 
Chateau Moderne 
Angela Velez 
Gabriel 
Archie Koty 
Maurice Shaw Ore 

Claremont Inn 
Charlotte & Benson 
Joe Richardel Orc 

Club Caravan 
Baker 
Al Shayne 
Allan Sis 
Marian Myles 
Ceil Roberts 

Club 18 


G Andrews Ore 
rice Ore 

Jack White 
Diana Fontaine 
Frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Ann Paige 


Jerry 


Copacabana 
Tommy Dix 
Loper & Barrat 
Fernando Alvarez 


Samba Sirens 
Walter Long 


Betty Jane Smith 





Carol Dexter 
N Brandwynne Ore 
Frank Marti Ore 
Coq Rouge 
Dick Wilson Ore 
Bela Bizony Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Nita Naldr 
Betty Compson 
Carlyle Blackwell 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Gilda Gray 
Charies King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
Sid Prussin Ore 
Noble Sissle Ore 
El Chico 
Dorita & Velero 
Consuelo Moreno 
Gloria Belmonte 
Rodriguez 3 
Trio Mixteco 
Del Duea Ore 
El Merocco 


Chauncey Grey Orc 
Chiquito Ore 


Famous Door 


Lana 
Zorita 
Marion Powers 
Sunny Tufts 
Frenchy Martin 
Ginger Lynn 
Lee Norman Ore 
Greenwich Village 
Inn 
Carol Chappelle 
Rita Renaud 
Gloria Manner 
Joan Collier 
Lorna Rode 
Gene Monet Ore 


Havana-Nudrid 


Pilar Lopez 
Rosita Rios 
Carlos Montoya 





Rolando 


Don Casanova 
Tuchiteco 3 
Maya Ore 

Don Gilberto Ore 


Hickory House 
Jean Hunt 
Sons of Jive 
Larry Bennett Ore 


Hotel Astor 
(Astor Roof) 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Frank Sinatra 
Jo Stafford 
Ziggy Elman 
Buddy Rich 
Pied Pipers 
Hotel Belmont 
Plaza 
(Glass Hat) 
Helen Stuart 
Hal Lansberry 
Johnny Mack 





Kathryn Carroll 
Gloria Hope 
Terri Franconi 
Mack Perrin 
Rosalie Gibson 
Ford Harrison Ore 
(Sky Gardens) 
Charlies Columbus 
Kathryn Carroll 
Terry Francon! 


Hotel St. Kegts 
(Viennese Koof) 
Ethel Smith kns 
Paul! Sparr Ore 
Hotel Taft 
Vincent Lopez Ore 


Hotel Walort- 
Astoria 
(Starlight Reof) 
Guy Lombardo Orc 
Georges & Jalna 

Marina 

Rose M Lombardo 
Hotel Warwick 
(Raleigh Room) 

Vicki George 

Sande Williams Ore 


Hurricane 


Lillian Roth 
Alan Gale 
Copelands 
Woods & Bray 
Danny Santos 
B & J Allen 
10 Honeychiles 
Quinton Ore 
Dennis Ure 


Iceland Restaurant 


Danny White 
Libby & Betty 
Nola Day 
Colette & Deane 
Ted Eddy Ore 
Angelo Ore 


Jack Dempsey’s 
B'way Kestaurant 
Milt Herth 3 
Linda Lark 
Irv Carroll Ore 

Jimmy Kelly’e 
Ramon & Joan 
Carter & Sharp 
Montmarte Boys 
Helen Holmes 
Danita Rivera 
Margaret Grey 
Faith Arlen 
Rene 
Ann Jung 
Jeannie Walters 
Glenda Hope 
Joe Capello Ore 





One Fifth Ave. 
June Winters 
Clifford Newdahl 
Bob Dewney 
Bud Greg 
Hazel Webster 

Old Roumaniaa 


Sandie Banks 
Freddie Bernard 
Ada Lubina 
Ginger Layne 
Joe LaPorte Ore 
Place Elegante 
Phil Dante 
William Ross 
cliff Conrad 
Arline Thompson 
Diane Nelson 
Martin Locke 
Manya Borodkin 
Jeannette Garrette 
Ernest Franz Ore 


Queen Mary 
Lenore Lemmon 
Eddie Lane 
Jerry Blanchard 
Shadrach Boys 
Arline Thompeon 
Diane Nelson 
Chiquita Venezia 
Bill Glass Ore 

Queens Terrace 


Phil Forster 
Eppie Bruce 
Healy & Evans 
Agnes Dwyer 
Jack Allyn 

Ned Harvey Ore 
yrooverneers 


Rainbow Grill 


Russ Smith Ore 
Ashburns 
Syivie St Clair 


Rainbow Room 
Jack Cole Co 
Adrienne 
Al Gordon Co 
Terry Sis 
Cavallaro Ore 

Ruban Utes 
Leonard Elliott 
Mabel Mercer 
Delta Rhythm B's 
Herman Chittison 
Russian Kretchma 
Viadimir Lazaroff 
Eli Spivack 
Gypsy Norma 
Norma Lucero 
Arcadi Stoyanovsky 
Adia Kuznetzoff 
Nastia Poliakova 

nt se a 





Doc Marcus 
Julia Barbour 
Maybelle Young R 


Club Vanity Fair 


Al Dickerman Ore 
Madel'e Harringtos 
Stella Ray 

Dario Miant 


Cocoanut Grove 
Mickey Alpert Ore 
Don Rico Ore 
Buster Keim Rev 
Billy Paine 
Henriquetta Brasil 
Sally Sears 
Willie Solar 
Patricia Hall 

(Melody Lounge) 
Herb Lewis 


Copley Plaza 
(Sheraton Reom) 


Hal Saunders Ore 
Dorothy Lewis 
John Farrell 
(Merry-Go-Round) 
Mark Gilbert 3 
Copley Square Hotel 
Al DeForrest 
Arthur Ward 
Crawford House 
Freddy Rubin Ore 
Crawfordettes 
Sally Keith 
Ralph Fielder 
Harriet 


Fox & Hounds Club 
(Rhumba Casino 
Room) 

Marion Frances 

Fredricas 

Leonora Co-eds 

Charles Wolk Ore 

Milton George Ore 
li-Hat 

Pete Herman Ore 

Frank Petty 


Hotel Bradford 
(Circus Room) 
Jack Davis 
Lucille & J Maloney 


Hotel Buckminister 
(National Room) 

J Dominguez Ore 
Annette Henry 


Hotel Essex 


Ken Travers Ore 
Jack Manning Ore 
Bill Cronin 

Ada Marova 

Bill Groin 

Vin Daley 

Tean Monti 

Sally Harris 














NEW YORK 





VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 


BOOKING THE NATION’S LEADING INDEPENDENT 


EDWARD SHERMAN AGENCY 


BEVERLY HILLS, CAL. 














Yola & Lysa 
Belmont Balladeers 
Howard Lally Ore 
Joe Pafumv Orc 
Hotel Biltmore 
(Bowman Room) 
jetty Brewer 
Drane Sis 
Frank McGuire 
Hal Chase 
Ray Heatherton Or 
Hotel Commodore 
(Century Koom) 
Imogene 
Ray McKinley Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Shep Fields Or 
Hotei Essex House 
(Casino on Park) 
Sammy Kaye Orc 
Hotel 5th Ave 
(Salon Madrid) 


Cass Franklin 
DeMarlos 
Guy Rodian 
Fay Marde 
Penny Bancroft 
Burton Gross Ore 
Hotel Lexington 
(Hawaiian Km) 
Tutasi 
Momikal 
McIntyre Orc 
Napua 
Leilani Iaea 
Hotel McAlpina 
Johnny Messner Ore 
Hotel New Yorker 
(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Long Orc 
Helen Young 


Bob Huston (4) 
Ronny Roberts 
Bissell & Farley 
Cyril Grace 

Bob Russell 
Ariane 


Hotel Navarro 
(Midnight Club) 
Margo & Mann 
Hotel Park Centrai 
(Cocounut Grove) 
Revuers 
Mark & Viola 
3 Harmoneers 
Bunny Howard 
Charlie Bourne 
Lynn Spofford 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
(Royal Palm) 
Dell O'Dell 
Charlie Bourne 
Jerry Green 
Bunny Howard 
Sybil & Sundra 
Wilson Lang 
Hotel Pennsyivanie 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Charlie Spivak Ore 
Gary Stevens 
Stardusters 
Hotel Pierre 
(Cotillion Room) 
Betty Bryant 
Myrus 
Towne & Knott 
Stanley Melba Ure 


Hotel Plaza 
(Persian Room) 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Sara Ann McCabe 
J & A DiGatanos 
Hotel Roosevelt 


Guy Lombardo Ore 
Kenny Gardner 
Hotel Savoy Plaza 
(Cafe Lounge) 
Hildegarde 
Bob Grant Ore 
Hotei Sheraton 
(Murray Room) 
Ruth Lowe 
Sair Lee 
Francis King 
Henry Nebie 
Hote} Se. Moritr 
(Cafe de tla Paix) 


Ens 





Charlies Columbus 


King Cole 3 
Frances Wayne 
Bruce Wendell 


Kelly’s Stable 
Ben Yost Co 
Pete Brown (4) 
Leonard Ware (3) 

La Conga 

Dolly Dawn 
Pupi Co 
Josephine Del Mar 
Galente & Leonarda 
Maria Louisa Lopez 
Sacasas Orc 
Harris Orc 


La Marquise 


Frances Connolly 
Al Carr Ore 
La Martinicue 
F & E Barry 
Owen & Parker 
Martiniqueens 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Noro Morales Orc 
La Vie Parisienne 
Rosita Montengro 
Irene Hilda 
Monks & Revie 
Eddie Mayehoff 
Fred Roner 
Latin Quarter 
Juanita Rios 
Ames & Arno 
Fernando Caney O 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Al Siegal 
Susan Miller 
Richard Lane 
W & E Mae 
Sonia Shaw 
M & B Whelan 
Eric Thorsen 
Lou Martin®®re 
Nerida Ore 
Maison Pierre 
Tommy Lyman 
Al Lamb 


19th Hole Club 
Mariow Powers 
Ange! Velez Ore 
Snub Mosely Ore 


Ambassador Hotel 
Bert Estlow Orc 
Babette’s Club 
Guy Martin 
Beth Challis 
Carlisle Sisters 
Denny Dawson 
Jean Anthony 
Tex Garry 
Milton Huber Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Orc 
Club Nomad 
Donna Darnell 
Nina. Marvel 
Marjorie Jane 
Colletta Ellsworth 
Jean Caton 
Tiny Kaye 
Kent Edwards 
Manny Davis Orc 
Dude Ranch 
Billy Vallee 
Maxine’s Musical 3 
Dusty Miller’s Ore 
Gary Gray 
Billy DuVal 
John Berry 


Revue 


Beachcomber 


ARarry Morrissey Ore 
Chico Simone Ore 
Conrads 

Artie Dann 

Donna Devel 

Eva Clough 











Beach-charmers (5) 
Blinstrub’s 
Peter Bodge Ore 


Marusia Sava 

Mischa Vzanoff 

Cornelia Cedolban O 
Spivy’s Roof 

Spivy 

Elsie Houston 

Fred Keating 
Stork Club 


Grace Reilly 
Charlies Baum Ore 
Bob Knight Ore 


The Place 
Irene Barkley 
Pat Ring 
Evelyn Brock 
Skeets Tolbert 

Ubangi Club 
Jackie Mabley 
Keicey Farr 
Ann Lewis 
Beachcombers 
Bill Bailey 
Socaras Ore 
Don Luis Ore 

Wivel 
Bob Lee 
Ford Crane 
Mildred Jocelyn 
Helen Arthur 
Connie Joyce 
Raron & Bernay 
The Paulens 


Versailles 


Bergere Orc 
Panchito Ore 


Roy Benson 
Wilma Cox 
Olsen & Shirley 
Patricia King 
Male 4 


Six Ver-Sighs 
Village Barn 


Music Hall Bevs 
John Chapman 
Pee Wee Miller Co 
Edward & Diane 
Jess Aitmilier 


Jess Jordan Ore 


Village Vanguard 
Richard D Benoett 
Leadbelly 

Fieler. Tiuwmes 


Art Hodes 





Eddie Hey wood 3 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Paddock Int'l 
Bobby Lane 
Jackie Hill 
Marie Kibbey 
Jackie Hill! 
job Bell 
Al Hortzman Orc 
Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Room) 
Elliott Russell Ore 
President Hotel 


Russ Andrew Or 
Starita 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Rd. R'm) 
Eddy Morgan Orc 
Seaside Hotel 
(Surf 'n’ Sand Rm.) 
Eddy Bradd Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
(Submarine Grill) 
William Madden Or 
Gables Inn 
(Black Horse Pike) 
Nan DeMar 
Marie Moore 
Howard Smith 
Pete Miller Orc 





BOSTON 


Boyd Heathen 
Leonard Eddy 
Clyde Crawford 
Eleanor Welles 
Elvira Lane 
Claire & Hudson 


Club Mayfair 


Ranny Weeks Orc 
Hal Roberts Ore 





Iris Ison 





(Round World Km) | 


| 
j 





Hotel Fensgate 
(Satire Room) 


Nora Sheridan 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Lee Noble 

Anne T White 
Walter Boag 
Irwin Polk 

Dr H Armanski 


Hotel Lenexz 
Bob Hardy Ore 
Annette Leonard 
Dave Foreman 

Hotel Minerva 
Bunny McVey Ore 
Barbara Douglass 
Hotel Ritz Carleton 

(Ritz Roof) 
Leo Reisman Ore 
Adelaide Moffett 
Maurice & Cordoba 
John P Models 
George Hale Rev 


Hotel Skeraton 
(Sheraten Sky 
Garden) 
Don Dudley Ore 


Hotel Statler 
(Terrace Room) 


Leighton Noble Ore 
(Cafe Rouge) 
Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Hotel Vendome 
(Fife & Drum Km) 


Oscar Elgart Ore 
Jolene 
ENa Wilson 
tielen Douglass 
Helen Shepard 
Ken 
Red Allen Ore 
J C Higgenbotham 
Broadway Al 
Underwood & 
Underwood 
Latin Quarter 
Anthony Bruno Ore 
Khumboliers Ore 
Carol King 
Wen Hai Troupe 
Jerri Taps 
Walter Dare Wahl 
Sara Anne McCabe 
Kamarava Ballet 
Kay Doyle 
(Lounge Bar} 
Hum & Strum 
Sara La Platta 
Rio Casino 
George Harris Ore 
Harry de Angelis UO 
Helen Carrol 
Coley Worth 
Marsha Ray 
Evelyn Taylor 
Arthur Blake 
Buster Keim Rev 
Marjorie Garrettson 
(Garden Lounge) 
Ken Brilliant 
Steuben's 
(Vienna Room) 
Lew Conrad Ore 
Ada Gonzales Trice 
Dorothy Deering 
Vorisa Abbott 
Jimmy Marr 
The Cave 
Don DiBona Ore 
Jack Fisher 
Tamara Doriva 
Elvez Cortes 
Jimmy Marr 
Pir-ettes (5) 
Robert & Joan 
Tic-Toe 
Dick Rogers Orc 
Town House 
Jimmy McHale Ore 
Tremont Plaza 
Duke Lorenzo Ore 


CHICAGO 


Ambassader Hotoi 
(Pump Room) 
Emile Petti 


Buttery 
Ray Benson Ore 


Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 
Jimmy Joy Ore 


Betty Burns 
Hadley Gls 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchard Ore 
Dick Ware 
Bob Mar§Shall 
Annette Shields 
Blackhawk 
Ted Weems Orc 
Elmo Tanner 
Perry Como 
Blackstone Motel 
(Balinese Rm.) 
Johnny Duffy Ore 
Patti Clayton 
Brass Rai) 
Margie Whitney 
Tune Toppers 
Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Room) 
Tony & Lisa 
Joan Baylor 
Bob Billings 
Kiddie Roth Ore 
Brown Derby 
Three Ryans 
Danny Rogers 
Judy Ellington 
Mary Ann 
Pat Perry 
Hoffman Sis 
Ted Smith 
Duke Yellman Ore 
Capitol Lounge 
Joe de Salvo 
Bill Turner Ore 
Chez Paree 
Harry Richman 
Buddy Franklin O 
Jackie Miles 
vans Gls 
Club Alabam 
Florence White 
Paulette LaPierre 
Harriet Norris 
Ginger Wood 
Del Estes 
Allan Coe 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Colosimos 
Jack Prince 
Kay Booley 


Nita Tindall 

Sid Lang Ore 

Kay & Linda Brice 

Valcez & Corine 

Doris Dupont 

Dolly Kay 
Congress Hotel 
(Giass Hat Rm) 

Vincent Bragale Orc 

Red Duncan 

Jc Anne Hubhara 

Drake Hotel 

(Camillia House) 

Eva Hamilton 

Val Ernie Ore 
Edgewater Beach 

Hotel 
(Marine Rim) 

Will Osborne Ore 

Nitza & Kavel 

Marianne 

Dorben Gis 


885 Club 
Tanner Sisters 
Johnny Howard 
Manuel Contreras 


Kitel’s 
Heidelberg Octet 
Hans Muenzer Ens 

Rathskellar 
Loule & Gang 
5100 Club 


Danny Thomas 
Bob O Lin Gls 
Mark Fisher Ore 
Garrick Stagebar 
June Price 
Ascot Boys 
Jimmy Noone 8 
Downbeat Km 
Stuff Smith Ore 
3 Sharps & Fiata 
Gladys Palmer 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Km) 
Crusaders Ore 
Mary Sinclair 
Dorothy Timmins 
Grand Terrace 
Cootie Williams O 
Brown & Lee 
Candy & Pepper 
Evelyn White 
Jackie Williams 
Lovey Lane 
Helsings 
(Vodvil Lounge) 
Biht Anton 
Leslie & Carol 
Novelty Aces 
Lillian Clarke 
Jack Herbert 
Hi Hat 
Diana Barry 
Carlos Vesta 
Betty Hill 
Blaine and Elaine 
Mary Beth Sires 
Eddy Fens Orc 
H Martinez Ore 
Winnie Hoveler Gis 
Ivanhoe 
Florence Schubert 
Barney Richards O 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Helen Sumner 
1 Aiglon 
Spiros Stamos Ore 
Gwendolyn Veauseli 
Murray & Cumming 
George Deveron 
Isobe! de Marco 
La Salle Hote) 
(Pan-Am. Room) 
Jose Manzaneres O 
New Yorker 
Jackie Green 
Noll & Nolan 
Dalten Boys 
Jack LaVier 
Kay Bibert 
Starlets 
Arne Barnett Oro 
(Piccadilly Circle) 
3 Knights 
Billy Meyers 
Jim Marvin 
Rocky Elsworth 
100 Club 
Dick Bauer Ore 
Billy Carr 
Sophia Parker 
Wilma Novak 
Martin & Margo 
Bobbie Allen 








Fernando & Fair 
Cal Herbert 


Palmer House 

(Empire Room) 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Gower & Jeanne 
Abbott Dancers 


Sherman Hotel 
(Celtic Cafe) 

Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

(Panther Room) 
Bob Chester 
Coilege inn Models 
Carl Marx 

Rhumba Casino 
Fun for your Money 
Revue 
Maurice Rocco 

606 Club 

Don Harris 


Gay Knight 
June March 
Carrie Finnell 
Fay & Wellington 
Mile Jean 
Janeen 
Aloha 
Millie Wayne 
Ginger Britton 
Jeri Vance 
Midge Fellows 
606 Gis 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Stevens Hotel 
Chuck Foster Ore 
Don DiFlavio 
(Continental Room) 

Yar Rest 

Geo Scherban Ore 
Belen Ortega 





‘CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 


Del Kay 
Cansino & Cortez 
Eight Lucky Girls 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Elgins 
Willie Matthias Ore 
Myron Ryan 
Eldorado Club 
Johnny Kaiihui Ore 
Marya Mantey 
Ilona de Bournat 


Freddie’s Cafe 


Daro & Corda 
Merry Maids 
Fred Roner 
Eddie Barnes 
Al Lackey Orc 


Gourmet Club 
Roya! Hawaiians O 
Hote! Allerton 
Henry Pildner Ore 
Hotel Carter 

Thixton Sprenger 
Charles Wick Ore 

Jacquelina 

Hotel Cleveland 
Joseph Sudy’s Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Jules and Webb 


Poison Gardner 
Coralil 

Hotel Hollenden 
Sylvia & Froos 
Talia 
Don Baldon 
Sammy Watkins 0 
Katherine Hoyt 
Vicki Nevada 

Hotel Statler 

Clint Noble Orc 


La Conga Club 
F Hernandez Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Joel Candullo Ore 

Sue Sanders 

Pear! de Lucca 

Monaco’s Cafe 

Howard Le Roy Or 
Regal Club 

Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 

Sammy Morris 

Roberta 

Evelyn Scott 

Hal Hall 

Hollie LaVelle 

Don Walsh Ore 


DETROIT 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Meta Stauder 
Frank Gagen Ore 
(Motor Bar) 
Et@ie Fritz (4) 
Bowery 
Gr'dfather’s Follies 
Janet Hackett Girls 
Johnny King 
Charlie Carlis‘'e 
Benny Resh Ore 


Brass Rail 
Del Parker 
Seymour Hofiman 
Roy Swartz 
Carl Bonner 

Casanova 
Malia Salizar 
Trotter & Mimi 
Grant Gardener 
Delores LaMonte 
Judy Wilber 
Jessica Garwood 
Herman Ziehl 
Lee Walters Ore 


Club Congo 
Congoettes 
Larry Steele 
Margaret Watkins 
Cats & the Fiddle 
Baby Lawrence 
Jitterbugs 
Sahji 
Rob Parrish 
Congo Orc 
Corktown Tavern 
Don Harris 
Hart & Allison 
Panchita Villa 
Phil Skillman Ore 
Frontier Ranch 
Walter Powell Ore 
Grand Terrace 
Gloria Parker Ore 
Earl Parchman 
Haymarket 
Al Belasco 
Mora ‘Wacky’ Kaye 
Jo & Joey Mack 
Billy Joy & Juanita 
Reggie Saxe 
Charmettes Ore 
Hund’s 
Sun Val Serenaders 
London Chop House 


Sammy Dibert Orc 
Paula Drake 
Joan Chanman 


Club Mayfair 
Marty Joyce 
Carol Crane 
Mervin Jensen 
Dorothy Gerron 
Phil Olsen Ore 

Mickey’s 
Rilly Meagher 
Charles & R Jenkins 
lia Temple 
Ray Vincent 
Delores Lamont 
Mickevettes 

Nebiolo’s 
Fay & Andre 
Johnny Policy 
Laskey Sis 
Clem Hawkins 
Leonard See! Ore 


Northwood Ina 
Dale Rhodes 
Theresa Rudolph 
l'on Amato 
Ray Cariin Oro 


Olde Wayne Cinb 
Howard Benedict O 


Palm Beach 


Pat Patterson 
Don Pablo Ore 
Al Tucker 
Daniels & Daye 
Masters & Wagner 
Dorothy Mayo 
Penobscot Club 
R J MacDonald 
Ruby Ore 
Connie Barleau 
Carroll & Gorman 
Huck’s Redford tna 
Mac McGraw Ore 
Royale 
Dean Murphy 
Panamerican 
Kay Vernon 
DeSylva Twins 
Beatrice Picard 
Bill McCune Ore 
Statler Hote) 
Nick D'Amico Ore 
Saks 
Frankie Connors 
Key Taylor 
Muriel Kretlow 
Harvey Stone 
Pete Viera Ore 
San Diego 
Gene Emerald 
Glenn Dale 
The Bordens 
Dotty Sloan 
Cuff Arvin 
Al Alexander Ore 
Stevadora 
Good & Gocdy 
Eddy Shepherd 
Joe Banket Ore 
Ethel Shepherd 
Bob Hopkins 
Pepito & Co 
Billy Joy 
The Tropics 
Phil Gilbert 
Lee Jonas 
Carol Crane 
Bob Marble Ore 
Vernes 
Ray Rogers 
Shirley Burke 
Jeanne Du Val 
Bill Tracy 
Jack Nelson Orc 
Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 
Wonder Bar 
Aylene Mason 
Madelon Baker 
Manuel Lopez Ore 
Mel-o-Macs Ore 
509 Club 
Dale Rhodes 
TD! Giovanni 
Dottie Ard 
Tean Moore 
Toy & Juanita 
Delia & Drigo 
Horace Houck Ore 


D'c'rs 


Gls 





LOS ANGELES 


Band Box 
Pete Snyder 
June Carson 
Billy Gray 
Billy Snyder 
George Tibbles Ore 
Billy Lankin 

Bar of Music 
Ann Triola 
Felix de Cola 
Roger Roland 
Ken Stevens 
Dick Winslow Ore 

Biltmore Bow! - 
Ruth Craven 
Marie Hollis 
The Velascos 
Rogers Dancers 
Larry Stewart 
Phil Harris Ore 

Casa Manana 


Joe Martin 

Jan Savitt Ore 
Cocoanut Grove 

Freddie Martin Ore 

Earl Carrolls 

Debonairs 

West & McGinty 

Gali Gali 

Beryl Wallace 

St Clair & Day 

Mare Ballero 

Bill Brady 

LaVonn Moyer 

Willis West Jr 

Rue Willie 

Morine Howeil 

Manny *trand Ore 

Michel Ortiz Ore 


Florentine Garden 
Frances Urban 
Fred Scott 
Kay Mayfield 
Sugar Geise 
Jerry Bergen 
Murtah Sisters 
Grace Poggi 
R Friml Jr Ore 
Chariie Foy's Club 
Charley Foy 
Guy Rennie 
Lorraine Elliott 
Jerry & Jeanette 
Red Stanley Ore 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Vivian Marshal 
Mary Healy 
P Lind Hayes Ore 
Hollywood Tropics 
Searles & Lene 
Maxine Lewis 
Paul Neighbors Ore 
Dick Thomas 
House of Murphy 
Fred Thompson 
Bob Murphy 
Beth Reynolds 
Frankie Gallagher 
Little Troe 
Kitty Kallen 
Billy Barnett 
Louisiana 
Boris Petroff Rev 
Sterling Young ure 
Macambo Cafe 
Eddie Le Baron Ore 
Felix Martinique 


Ore 





(Continued on page 54) 
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SUBWAY CIRCUIT 
GETS MORE 
SHOWS 


Busiest guy around show business 
is Jules J. Leventhal, even though 
the season is winding up. While 
other managers are thinking about 
next fall, Leventhal is grabbing 
shows for his ‘Atlantic Coast Circuit,’ 
which, he says, is really two circuits. 
They consist of the Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn, Windsor, Bronx, plus theatres 
in N. J., and Asbury Park, all being 
operated on the rotary stock plan, 
which permits as many as 10 per- 
formances weekly, at pop prices. 
Recently he had ‘Pal Joey’ and ‘Na- 
tive Son’ switching back and forth 
between Brooklyn and the Bronx. 

In the last several weeks Leven- 
thai has secured or had deals pend- 
ing for the neighborhood rights to 
half a dozen of the season’s shows, 
including ‘Jason,’ ‘Johnny 2x4,’ ‘Cafe 
Crown’ and ‘Brooklyn, U.S.A.’ He 
may also get ‘Watch on the Rhine.’ 
Latest acquisition is ‘The Moon Is 
Down,’ slated to have closed last 
Saturday at the Beck, N. Y. 

‘Moon’ was taken over by Leven- 
thal on a production basis and must 
play at least two more weeks, prob- 
ably moving from the Beck Satur- 
day (30), with a chance that the 
John Steinbeck drama may yet stay 
into the summer period. Understood 
that Harry and William Brandt, 
Cheryl Crawford and John Wild- 
berg are interested in the ‘Moon’ 
continuance with Leventhal. They 
are said to have suggested that he 
operate their summer stock spot at 
Maplewood, N. J., being undecided 
to chance it alone because of the gas 
situation. 


PASADENA PLAYHOUSE 
MEETS EQUITY RULES 


| San Francisco, May 26. 

The Pasadena Playhouse, which 
gave Equity a headache for 10 years, 
has finally changed its stance and 
agrees to conform to the rules ap- 
plicable to other California theatre 
outfits. Principal requirement is 
that when Equity players are used 
they must receive at least $40 
weekly. Season after season Gil- 
mour Brown, head of the Pasadena 
show shop, allegedly had no trouble 
inducing aspiring professionals to 
play for little or no compensation, 
by that such appearances were a 
showcase for Hollywood film jobs. 

Equity finally forced Brown to 
comply by putting the clamps on 
with the aid of at least two other 
talent unigns. It got the Screen Ac- 
tors Guild”and the American Feder- 
ation af Radio Artists to adopt a 
rule forbidding members to appear 
in Pasadena. That appears to have 
limited the number of players that 
Brown could attract to such an ex- 
tent that shows could not be desir- 
ably cast. Last week Equity’s head- 
quarters was informed by its Coast 
representative, I. B. Kornblum, that 
Brown had decided to sign an agree- 
ment to adopt the rules, 


Abbott Taking Over 
Catholic U’s Show 


For the first time a college show 
has been taken over by a manager 
for presentation on Broadway. It is 
‘Count Me In,’ presented by the 
Catholic University’s ‘Harlequins’ in 
Washington, May 11. George Abbott 
will produce it late in July, selection 
of a cast starting this week. 

Catholic U’s shows have been at- 
tracting attention annually. It’s 
latest musical comedy was written 
by Walter Kerr and Leo Brady, 
music and lyrics being by Ann Ron- 
nell. Staging was by Josephine 
McGarry Callan and Alan Schneider. 


Nix ‘Stage Door’ Suit 


Suit of Madge Christie against the 
estate of Sam H. Harris, George S. 
Kaufman and Edna Ferber was dis- 
missed in the N. Y. federal court 
Thursday (21) by Judge Edward A. 
Gonger. The court ruled that the de- 
fendants had never seen Miss Chris- 
tie’s play, ‘Thru the Looking Glass.’ 

Miss Christie claimed that ‘Stage 
Door,’ written by Miss Ferber and 
Kaufman, and produced at the Music 
Box theatre, N. Y., in 1936 by Harris, 























Saroyan Heads East 
With Play for Guild 


San Francisco, May 26. 

William Saroyan trains for New 
York tomorrow (Wednesday) with 
two stage plays aimed at Broadway 
production, first of which is ‘Afton- 
water,’ destined for the Theatre 
Guild. 

Second is ‘Get Away Old Man,’ 
which Saroyan recently offered as 
a screenplay to Metro ‘sight unseen’ 
for a mere $250,000. 


HIGH KICKERS 
$140,000 IN RED 


‘High Kickers’ closed in Chicago 
Saturday (23), in the red to the tune 
of $140,600, the season’s most costly 
musical mistake. Despite its stay on 
Broadway at the Broadhurst, under- 
stood that ‘Kickers’ showed an oper- 
ating profit only six weeks out of the 
21-week N. Y. engagement and sev- 
eral weeks on the road. Original 
production cost was $59,000, a mod- 
erate outlay for a major musical 
comedy, but the setup included rent- 
als of lighting apparatus, props and 
other accessories. 

The show therefore piled up oper- 
ating losses, rentals being weekly 
fixed charges. George Jessel, who 
was co-starred with Sophie Tucker, 
is said to have frequently sliced his 
salary. being co-producer with Al- 
fred Bloomingdale, scion of the de- 
partment store clan. Jessel was con- 
fident that the road would recapture 
the investment, but business in the 
eastern stands and Chicago was dis- 
appointing. 

Bloomingdale, currently concerned 
with the comeback of two-a-day 
vaudeville in Chicago, assumed most 
of the financial burden, but he won 
a bride out of the show. In fact, 
‘Kickers’ was a sort of matrimonial 
agency, and no less than 14 show- 
girls were wed and left the com- 
pany during the Broadway showing. 

‘Kickers’ nearly stranded in Chi- 
cago. Salaries were secured by a 
bank letter for $12,000 but the Con- 
tinental Bank & Trust held up pay- 
ment. Equity kicked in $5,000 to 
bring the company back and pay off 
those getting $100 or less weekly. 


JOEY KEITH DIES AT 44 
IN J.C; ILL 6 MONTHS 


Joseph L. (Joey) Keith, 44, 
nephew of the late Joe Leblang, died 
Sunday (24) in Jersey City Medical 
Center after an illness of six months. 
He was brought up in the ticket 
agency field and was one of the 
best informed brokers on Broadway. 
Cause of death was bacteria endo- 
carditis, among the most baffling 
diseases known to physicians. It is 
a germ that affects the valves of the 
heart. 

















Any number of blood transfusions | 


were given Keith and it was for that 
purpose that he was taken from his 
home to the Jersey City Medical 
Center early last week. Reaction 
was not favorable and he was placed 
in an oxygen tent. It was the sec- 
ond time he was a patient there and 
for a time he was at the Hospital 
For Joint Diseases, N.Y. 

Keith was a factor in the Leblang 
agency since youth. When the ticket 
magnate expanded and went into the 
premium end of the business, Keith 
was put in charge of the upstairs 
agency. That department of the 
business, through a deal with Postal 
Telegraph, became its major activity 
what with the decline in cut-rates. 
He manipulated the agency’s deals 
for hit shows, baseball games and 
other sporting events. 

Surviving are his widow, Florence, 
a four year old daughter, and Barry, 
brother, Anne Deutsch, Isabel Si- 
mon, sisters. Services at the River- 
side Memorial Chapel, N. Y., will be 
held Wednesday (27) at 1 p. m. 





‘Fair’ to ‘Jupiter’ 

‘All’s Fair,’ new Rodgers-Hart mu- 
sical, starring Ray Bolger, will 
change its name before opening on 
Broadway to ‘By Jupiter.’ 

A play with music by the name 
of ‘All’s Fair’ was tried out in Prov- 
incetown several seasons ago, with 
Dorothy Stone and Charles Collins 
starred, but never made the big- 
time grade. Priority on the title 
forced the ‘All’s Fair’ management 
to make the change-over, New title 
is also the tag of one of the show’s 





Plagiarized her piay. 


tunes. 


Ethel Barrymore Hurt 


Boston, May 26. 

Ethel Barrymore was hospitalized 
here Thursday night (21) after she 
sprained her ankle during the mat- 
inee that day. The accident hap- 
pened on-stage, but star insisted on 
finishing the performance. That 
night she was ordered into the Mas- 
sachusetts General hospital by her 
physician and ‘Corn Is Green’ was 
shuttered for balance of week. 

Miss Barrymore resumed Monday 
night (25), but favoring the injury. 
All stairway sequences, in which 
actress climbs the stairs several 
times, will be eliminated entirely 
this week. Around 75% of the dis- 


appointed ticket holders took seats 
for following week. 


Gov. Lehman Vetoes 
Condon Agency Bill 
To Lift Commissions 


Although New York’s Governor 
Lehman vetoed the so-called Con- 
don-Ostertag employment agency 
bill, as had been anticipated, actors 
are said to feel resentment towards 
several casters who are reputed to 
have fostered the measure, which 


would have virtually removed the 
limit on commissions exacted for se- 
curing engagements. All the talent 
unions protested, Equity in particu- 
lar, as its rules call for 5% com- 
mission for legit placements. 

It charged that the bill was drafted 
by a ‘group of theatrical employ- 
ment agents and others, without con- 
sultation with the actors, their 
unions or their representatives’ and 
that efforts to obtain a hearing be- 
fore legislative bodies before the bill 
was adopted were unavailing. When 
the bill passed both houses and was 
sent to the Governor, Equity and 
the other unions protested to him 
and sought a hearing. When there 
was no direct response, it was as- 
sumed that he did not favor such 
legislation. 

For some time the agents have 
been trying to get Equity tq change 
its commission rule and permit a 
10% fee. Each time the matter came 
up it was knocked out, but during 
negotiations the plan to change the 
state law was framed. When it got 
the nod from the legislators in Al- 
bany, Equity threatened to establish 
its own casting department. 














No Comment With Veto 
Albany, N. Y., May 26. 


Governor Lehman vetoed, without 
|comment, Senator William F. Con- 
don’s bill which provided that the 
gross fees charged by employment 
agencies for theatrical engagements 
should not exceed thé amount set 
forth in a schedule of maximum 
fees filed with and approved by the 
New York City commissioner of 
licenses, or licensing agency in other 
communities. 

The measure, introduced on March 
24 by Senator Condon in the Upper 
House and by Assemblyman Harold 
Ostertag in the Lower House, pro- 
pused to sirike out the present gross 
fee of 5%. 


ATS’ WASH. SEASON 
WAS SIGNAL CLICK 


Washington, May 26. 

Closing the most successful sea- 
son in history, the Theatre Guild 
and American Theatre Society’s best 
vote of confidence is more than 500 
new applications for the 1942-43 sub- 
scription, although not one play has 
been officially announced. This year 
the subscribers got the regularly 
promised six plays and, as an extra 
bonus, three snows at the reduced 
rate. There were approximately 7,000 
on the ATS books, giving each at- 
traction played a guarantee in ex- 
cess of $8,000 on the week. 

Plays booked under the subscrip- 
tion banner were Helen Hayes in 
‘Candle in the Wind’ (two weeks); 
‘Papa Is All’; ‘The Rivals’; Paul Muni 
in ‘Yesterday’s Magic’; Katharine 
Hepburn in ‘Without Love,’ and 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (two weeks). 
Bonus shows were the premiere of 
‘Junior Miss,’ ‘My Sister Eileen’ (two 
weeks), and the Evans-Anderson 
‘Macbeth.’ 

Five of the nine plays attracted 
grosses in excess of $20,000 on the 
| week. 














Gas and Tire Rationing to Sharply 
Cut Legit Summer 


Employment 





Legit Ushers, Doormen 
In Union Under JATSE 


Legit theatre ushers and doormen 
are to be organized by the stage- 
hands as a B union in the IATSE 
set-up. Cleaners and porters union 
sought to take in the ushers, but got 


the signatures of so few that the 
League of New York Theatres re- 
fused recognition. IA then stepped 
in and announced it would rep- 
resent ushers and doormen, but was 
not clear whether that meant those 
on the stagedoor or ticket takers, or 
both. Understood that both back 
and front will be included. 

Although ushering is a part time 
job, calling for small pay, IA ex- 
plained it was interested mostly in 
avoiding the possibility of an out- 
side union entering the theatre field. 
Ushers are paid from $8 to $10 
weekly, the new wage asked being 
$11. Ticket takers average around 
$16, that also being part time em- 
ployment, but some get more pay 
by taking on additional duties. Dues 
for the new union were not men- 
tioned. 


TALK STOCK IN 
URBAN CENTERS 


There is considerable talk of pre- 
senting stock on Broadway this 
summer, it being figured that the 
chances of success are enhanced 
through the indicated heavy drop 
in summer theatre ventures this 
year. However, there is a difference 
of opinion about the feasibility of 
stock opposing Broadway’s hold- 
overs. Perhaps the principal prob- 
lem is that of operating costs. 

Almost certain that players could 
be secured for modest pay; but 
theatre unions would have to make 
concessions. Most Broadway thea- 
tres are classed as legiters and call 
for top wage scales, If stock is to 
be played at top prices, it would be 
necessary to moderate wage scales 
both back and front. 

There are stocks in a few other 
cities and more are planned, espe- 
cially where there are important 
war plants. Detroit, where stock 
played the Lafayette for several 
months, may see stock at the Wilson, 
Some policy is mentioned for the 
Majestic, Boston, while Erlanger’s, 
Buffalo and Providence are set, both 
companies now being in rehearsal 
in New York. 


Anne Brown Leaving 
Porgy’ for Concert Dates 

















Anne Brown, one of the leads in 
‘Porgy and Bess’, majestic, N. Y., 
will leave the cast this weekend, 
saying she intends going onto the 
concert platform. Miss Brown, who 
was in the original production of the 
George Gershwin colored cast opera 
along with Todd Duncan and others, 
has been averaging but five perform- 
ances weekly because of an unusual 
contract with Cheryl Crawford, who 
presents the revival. 

Contract stipulates that the warb- 

ler shall not be required to appear 
more than five times per week, and 
shail be paid extra for each addi- 
tional performance. Arrangements 
with Miss Brown also provides that 
she receive a percentage of the 
takings if the gross tops $15,000 
weekly, which figure it has exceeded 
since the revival started. Actress 
therefore has not bothered about ap- 
pearing for the usual eight perform- 
ances weekly, but collected the per- 
centage just the same. 
Etta Moten will replace Miss 
Brown. When the latter was out of 
‘Porgy’ it was noted at the boxoffice, 
but it is claimed that at no time were 
refunds sought because she was not 
in the performance. 





Premieres 


(May 27-June 6) 





‘Free and Equal,’ comedy by 
George O'Neal, at Erie theatre, 
Schenectady, N.Y. (30). 





vv 


With many country stock showe 
shops not scheduled to operate this 
summer, and others in the question- 
able category, it is estimated that 
the number of off-season jobs 
counted on by legit actors for years 
will drop 50%. Last summer there 


were between 750 to 1,000 Equity 
members occupiec in the barns, plus 
as many or more tyros who attended 
or graduated from the numerous 
drama schools. 

Some of the Equityites were re- 
peaters, that is, moved from one 
rural spot to another, or appeared 
in unit shows. Latter type have 
casts which are held intact for the 
number of weeks booked, but, with 
the gas and tire shortage crimping 
motoring, few units are expected to 
operate this summer. 

Up to this week there were 20 
summer stock outfits registered with 
Equity and are fairly definite to 
start the season. Indicated that not 
half the number of strawhats will 
be in action by July 4 as there were 
last summer. Last season the top 
number operating under Equity 
regulations was 74. 


Only Three of 7 Conn. 
Strawhats Will Operate 


New Haven, May 26. 

New Haven, formerly a pivotal 
point in a thickly infested strawhat 
belt, will have to get along without 
a portion of its hayfield entertain- 
ment this summer. Spots that have 
previously operated within a 40-mile 
radius of here include Ivoryton, 
Clinton, Guilford, Stony Creek, In- 
dian Neck, Milford and New Mil- 
ford. Of these, only three have 
definitely announced 1942 seasons. 
Clinton’s $150,000 Andrews Memo- 
rial, Guilford’s Chapel Playhouse 
and Indian Neck’s Montowese Play- 
house indicate no stock this season. 

Ivoryton (Milton Stiefel) will get 
under way July 7 for an eight or 
nine-week season. Spot is inacces- 
sible except by motor, but Stiefel’s 
announcement states that the cow- 
barn theatre first saw the light dur- 
ing the crash of ’29 and has survived 
hurricanes and other obstacles, so 
he’ll gamble against a gas shortage. 

Stony Creek (Ronald T. Ham- 
mond) opens July 4 with ‘The Man 
Who Came to Dinner,’ to be followed 
by Cole Porter’s ‘You Never Know,’ 
musical. Also lined up are ‘Jason,’ 
‘Letters to Lucerne’ and ‘Solitaire.’ 
House has usually worked out a 
couple of break-ins each summer 
and will follow suit this year. 

New Milford (Louis Townsend) 
will unshutter the Theatre-in-the- 
Dale Juiy 1. Hudson Faussett re- 
turns temporarily as director, pend- 
ing a Navy call, and will be suc- 
ceeded by George Keane. Elizabeth 
Miele will handle publicity and di- 
rect two new plays, one her own. 
Barry Mansfield comes in as scenic 
designer and Otto Nelsen returns as 
stage manager. Company includes 
Yvonne Bergere, Jeraldine Dvorak, 
Gigi Gilpin, Ada Reiss, Herbert 
Evers, Hubert Long, Michael Wor, 
William Currier, Louis Townsend, 
Ruth Morehouse and Patricia Broun 
(ofispring of Ward and Heywood). 
Plays set are ‘Thought for Food’ 
(new), ‘Eight o’Clock Tuesday,’ ‘Man 
in Possession,’ ‘Don’t Wake the Baby’ 

(Continued on page 50) 


SYLVIA SIDNEY WINS 
‘ANGEL ST.’ AWARD 


Sylvia Sidney, who was in the re- 
cently closed company of ‘Angel 
Street,’ won her percentage conten- 
tion and must be paid an additional 
amount by Shephard Traube, who 
produced the show with a flock of 
backers. Actress had a contract 
calling for 10% of the gross as 
against $1,000 weekly. She was up- 
held in the claim of being entitled to 
participate in the takings of certain 
Saturday night receipts, since it was 
an extra or ninth performance. 
Equity supported Miss Sidney, 
claiming it to be the regular custom 
of payment to players on percentage 
and the matter was so decided by 
arbitration. Exact amount payable 
to the actress was not arrived at, 
but applies to about four Saturdays, 
Management contended it had the 
right to say which was the ninth 
performance, but since the week 
starts on Sunday it was ruled that 
the Saturday night showing was the 
extra appearance. 
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. her cell, but coldly declines to verify 


~ what tenseness the drama has. 
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Plays on Broadway 





UNCLE HARRY 








Melodrama in three acts presented at the 
Broadurst, N. Y., May 20, '42, by Clifford 
Hayman in association with Lennie Hatten; 
written hy Thomas Job; Eva Le Gallienne, 
Joseph Schilokraut starred; staged by Lem 
Ward, settings by Howard Bay; $3.30 top. 
Miss PhippsS......cccceccoeeees Wauna Paul 
Mr. JemkKinS....cccccccsesseces Guy Sampsel | 
BA BEaW.ccce ssbcqeseseser Joseph Schildkraut 
Hestereccecccccesccccscosesss Adelaide Klein 
Lettie. coccsccceccecs ..Eva Le Gallienne 
LMCT ccecccecccecececeveoese Beverly Roberts 
POO £05 6.6 624 00toegseseeennte Leona Roberts 
George Waddy...cccccceese- Stephen Chase 
BD ACY cvs ves eave eccees .. John MeGovern 
ADGFL. 0.000 ec cecccccesccccceecd A. P. Kaye 
Bla k®. ccccecsscccvccsececes Ralph Theadore 
WOH nk oc cccceecsveteesboossecees Karl Malden 
The Governor. .ceoe-coceeseces Colville Dunn 
Mr. Burton...-«-cccccccees eee-- Bruce Adams 
Date. ooo ba ce oun eedeseesueees Isabel Arden 





This is considerably better than 
most of the plays that come in the 
spring. Small-town murder meller 
is offered by young showmen, which 
is encouraging, yet, in light of the 
tremendous events of the_ times, 
‘Uncle Harry’ impresses as having 
little more than a moderate chance. 


Enactment of the story is not excit- 
ing, but rather on the placid side and 
is presented in flashback fashion. 
There is a certain amount of piaying 
power by Eva Le Gallienne and Jo- 
seph Schildkraut, but only now and 
then. First night reaction was fa- 
vorable, probably because of the 
name appearances and in comparison 
to mediocrities of previous weeks. 

Harry, approaching middle age, 
starts telling the story of a homi- 
cide of which he was guilty to a 
stranger in a tavern. Scene switches 
to his home, where he resides with 
Lettie and Hester, spinster sisters. 
There also at the time is Lucy, his 
former fiancee, come to say she is 
engaged to another man. 

Realizing he has lost Lucy because 
of his bickering sisters, Harry con- 
ceives the idea of getting them out 
of the way. He has Lettie get prussic 
acid from the druggist, ostensibly 
to kill their dog. It is Lettie, too, 
who gives Hester the cup of cocoa 
into which Harry has poured the 
poison. She is convicted in an off- 
stage trial and sentenced to hang. 

In the tavern Lucy tells Harry 
that she could never wed him, so he 
writes out a confession and in the 
final scene presents it to the prison 
warden. Lettie is summoned from 


the confession. She chooses the noose 
so that Harry may live alone with 
his conscience. 

It is that final scene that holds 
Miss 
Le Gallienne, in prison grey, gives a 
strong performance, while Schild- 
kraut, who has most of the play’s 
lines, stands out, too, not under- 
standing why his story of the events 
leading to the murder is unbelieved. 

Lem Ward’s direction is skillful. 
Beverly Roberts, as Lucy, is the only 
attractive person in the play, and 
she does well with her part. Adelaide 
Klein, as the other sister, and Wauna 
Paul, as a barmaid, are likewise good, 
while smaller parts are capably han- 
dled by Leona Roberts, Ralph Theo- 
dore, Colville Dunn, Karl Malden and 
A. P. Kaye. Ibee, 


The Strings, My Lord, 
Are False 


Drama in three acts, four scenes, by 
Paul Vincent Carroll, Staged by Elia 
Kazan, settings by Howard Bay, costumes 
by Paul duPont. Presented by Edward 
Choate, in association with Alexander 
Kirkiand and John Sheppard, Jr., at Royale 
theatre, N. Y., May 19, '42; $3.30 top. 

lec 


He squan- 
several 


hence across the stage. 
ders material enough for 


plays, but unfortunately doesn’t suc- | 


ceed in writing one. 

For ‘The Strings’ is a violent ef- 
fort. It is noisy and sprawling, even 
chaotic. It is crammed with cliches 
from a library of trite melodramas. 


|It explodes from one lurid situation 
| to another. 


It is verbose, formless 


and incoherent. It has no sustained 


theme or story, no clearly devel- | 


oped characters, nor any recog- 
nizable conclusion. Carroll mani- 
festly believes that out of the pres- 
ent, frightful predicament mankind 
will find some new salvation. But 
he fails to express that faith in co- 
hesive, cogent dramatic terms. 


The play is as full of exaggerated, 
though stereotyped, characters as of 
disjointed incident. There’s the 
playwright’s stock hero, a humane 
priest. There are the courageous 
air raid wardens, the bitter pacifist, 
the tragic and brave’ telephone 
operator, the good-hearted prosti- 
tute, a wandering and garrulous Jew, 
a hard-headed Communist, a crooked 
politician, a crazed religious zealot, 
a fallen Good Girl and even a baby 
born during the blitz. There are 
occasionally effective lines and a few 
momentarily interesting characteri- 
zations. But generally it seems 
tempestuous and hysterical. 


Under the circumstances, there’s 
little the actors can do. Walter 
Hampden is stiff and stuffy as the 
kindly priest, while such a normally 
talented actress as Ruth Gordon 
seems merely distraught as Car- 
roll’s imperfect heroine. Colin 
Keith-Johnston, Philip Bourneuf, 
Will Lee and Art Smith make sup- 
porting lead parts fairly believable, 
while Margot Grahame, Tom Tully 
and Constance Dowling give en- 
thusiastic performances in other im- 
portant roles, ie , 


Elia Kazan’s staging is vehement, 
lacking variation or pace, though 
any director would be stumped by 
such a script and so crowded a 
stage. Howard Bay’s two settings 
are reasonably atmospheric, but the 
recorded raid sound effects seem 
artificial. “The Strings’ is a current 
success in Dublin, having opened 
there last March. But nothing doing 
for Broadway. Hobe. 


All the Comforts of Home 


Revival of farce in two acts presented at 
the Longacre, N. Y., May 25, '42. by Edith 
C, Ringling in association with Mollie 
Steinberg; written by William Gillette: re- 
vised by Helen Jerome; staged by Arthur 
Sircom; settirg by Harry G. Bennett; 
top. 


°° 
2.75 


Pe Bare ee Gene Jerrold 
rr. BS Oliver B. Prickett 
Theodore Bender, Esq......... Nicholas Joy 
Josephine Bender........... Dorothy Sands 
Evangeline Bender....... Florence Williams 
Mr. Egbert Pettibone....... William David 
Rosalie Pettibone....... Grace McTarnahan 
Emily Pettibone.......... Peggy Van Vlert 
Christopher Dabney.........Wallace Acton 
Judson Langhorne...ccccceesss: Guy Spaull 
oe. GOUMMNNES, was xcandexucaves Celeste Holm 
Augustus McSnath..........- Percy Helton 
Victor Bmythe....ccccccces Stuart Lancaster 
ROMONE. . c0cteces eeccecs Richard Stevens 
os PE ey, ee ert Virginia Runyon 
GATWEOTION. 9 5:0665000546000 6088 Jordie Mclean 
BDL ¢ 3b n 60 0460s. d00¥006d0006 Ks John Regan 





They may have laughed at this 
farce 50 years ago, but it has no 
chance on Broadway now. ‘All the 
Comforts of Home,’ by William Gil- 
lette, is completely out-moded and 


what revisions there are by Helen} 


Jerome don’t mean a thing. Viewing 
the present performance, it is a guess 
whether audiences in 1890 reacted 
as they were reputed to have done, 
even with players who later were 
Stars, such as Maude Adams and 





bibs 8600n seOWeneeneasduee Ralph Cullinan 
Geordie...,...........Sherman MacGregor 
BATA... cs occccccccccceccss eances: Bavier 
Canon Courtenay......... Walter Hampden 
Councillor Bill Randall, 


Colin Keith-Johnston 





, RMON 65. ccwk codae das Ruth Vivian 
Maisie Gillespie......... Constance Dowling 
Pg ae ey one Philip Bourneuf 
Madge..........see0e2..J0an Hayden Shepard 
meee OS OIL .accbenscices Margot Grahame 
DOD. énks p.0dbe OL ab kbeecnadet oe John Mc Kee 
Oe ee eee Will Lee 
ee + SNS oS oe ct waciamedeaee’ Ruth Gordon 
OS Cin 6a SiN od awh tceieeeel Art Smith 
Monseignor Skinner....... Reynolds Evans 
Inepecter Steele. .....ccovces Gordon Nelson 
Councillor McPearkie...... eeoeemomn Susy 
Provost Grahamson.......... Hale Norcross 
Veronica 
Religious Man.... ..».+.-Hurd Hatfield 
MOR. e MOMGONRST oc sccsasiavced Anna Minot | 
Aliso, Abby Ponime, Albert Lipton, Alec 
Kelvin, Janet McGrew Elizabeth Cubitt, 
Danny Hood, Margaret Barker, Russell 
Morrieon, Ida Moore, Edward M. Grace, 
Iimily Lorraine. John Wheeler, Michael | 
. Artist, Judy. O’Judy, Harry Selby, George 
McIntosh, June Barrows, Mabel Fenet. 
Despite his more recent failures, 
Paul Vincent# Carroll commands 


critical attention and some esteem 
on the strength of his ‘Shadow and 
Substance’ andthe lesser ‘White 
Steed.’ However, his newest play, 
the pompously-titled ‘The Strings, 
My Lord, Are False,’ is so lugubri- 
ously inept that it not only cheapens 


a heroic subject, but raises the 
suspicion that the author’s lyric 
eloquence has’ degenerated into 


empty bombast. It’s a dreary pros- 
pect for Broadway and negligible for 
pictures. 

Having gone through last year’s 
air raids on the industrial towns 
along the Firth of Clyde, in western 
Scotland, Carroll has obviously been 
stirred out of his normal mysticism 
to a rage at the callousness of graft- 
ing politicians and bigoted church- 
men, even more than his hatred for 
the Nazis who actually dropped the 


Henry Miller. 


It appears that the play was re- 
| vived at the Pasadena Playhouse not 
| SO long ago, where its present spon- 
sors saw it. They thought Oliver B. 
Prickett was so comical as the volu- 
able handy man that he was brought 
east, but it wouldn’t make any dif- 








ference who played it. 

| There are several fairly well 
| known players in the cast whose 
}performances may be a matter of 


BS ET Se Alice MacKenzie | opinion, but there is little doubt, too, | 


| that there also are some very bad 
jactors in the cast. Locale is sup- 
; . ; 

| posed to be an English home, accord- 


|ing to the accents early in the play. | 


| After that it doesn’t matter, 
|though the simulated British 
| disappear. Man, wife and daughter 
leave for the continent, leaving the 
home in charge of a nephew, who, 
;needing money, takes in an assort- 
ment of lodgers, mostly of the screw- 
ball variety. So things happen and 
there is an approximation of hilarity 
towards the end of scenes. 


Dorothy Sands plays a nagging 
wife, to Nicholas Joy’s husband. 
Celeste Holm is from the opera co- 
mique, an attractive person, especi- 
ally when in tights. William David 
is another wasted player as a pecu- 
niary fellow. There are others of 
various ratings and some of them 
don’t seem to know what it is all 
about, even though a good director, 
Arthur Sircum, did the staging. 

Edith C. Ringling, widow of 
Charles of the circus clan, financed 
the show, maybe to place her neph- 
ew, Stuart Lancaster, on the stage. 
He plays a bit. 

Plays such as this should remain 
with the little theatres, school audi- 


even 





bombs. In an irate frenzy, he has 


flung his feelings .inta a. script. and . 


toriums and stocks. It does not fit 
on Broadway. Ibee. 
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Murder in a Nunnery 


Los Angeles, May 19. 

| Mystery-comedy in three acts (183 scenes) 
by Emmet Lavery from the novel of that 
ltitle by Eric Shepherd; directed by Lavery; 
supervising director, Joseph F Rice; set- 
ltings by Floyd Allan: musical score by 
Thelma Volger; presented by Catholic The- 
atre Guild at Wilshire Ebell theatre, Los 


Angeles, May 19, °42; $1.50 top. 


Cast: Margaret Wycherly, Pedro de Cor- 


doba, Chrisiine Abbel, John McCutre, Alma 
| Halff, Patricia Casey, Adele Clifton, Joan 
| Conlin, Jeanne Buttner, Patsy 0’ Gail, Mary 
| Jane Lilly. Allan O'Loughlin, Frances Sla- 


nina, Jamesson Shade, 





In the chapel of an English con- 
bgp while prayers are being said, 
'an elderly woman is done in with 
'a well-placed dagger thrust. Two 
/hours and 20 minutes later, after the 
finger of suspicion has pointed every 
which way, the crime is re-enacted 
for a Scotland Yarder and his dumb- 


witted aide. Up pops an old sister, 
long a friend of the victim, to ex- 
claim, ‘I dood it,’ or its English equiv- 
alent. 

It unfolds that the victim was not 
'only a baroness and benefactress of 
lthe school, but also a German spy 
who communicated information to 
the enemy through the changing of 
figures in her will. Killer admits not 
knowing about her espionage activ- 
ities but stilettoed her because she 
was no good anyway. That off her 
chest, the murderess sips from a vial 
and the case is marked ‘closed’ by 
the Sherlock. 


There it is, Emmet Lavery’s play 
from the novel of that name by Eric 
Shepherd. Little has been heard 
theatrically from Lavery since his 
Jesuit play, ‘The First Legion.’ Now 
a scenarist at RKO, he took time out 
to get this whodunit down in play 
form and also direct it. That his 
studio is interested in the property 
as celluloid potential was indicated 
opening night, when several of the 
plant’s front-officers showed up and 
stuck it out to the all-revealing finale. 


‘Murder in a Nunnery’ has ques- 
tionable prospects for footlight or 
film. Only thing new is the locale, 
where no one would expect a 
kneeling figure to be knifed. That 
long suspense before the killer is ex- 
posed had its fling a generation ago 
| (The Bat,’ ‘Cat_and Canary,’ ‘The 
| Spider,’ etc.). Perhaps such stage 
|shennanigans are ripe for revival. 
Home critics can’t forget ‘Gaslight,’ 
which foundered here for several 
weeks and later showed up in New 
York as ‘Angel Street.’ 


As presented by Catholic Theatre 
Guild the play lacks distinction. 
Opening-night sitters were getting a 
little tired with the game of ‘guess 
who?’ and many of the voices barely 
reached beyond the 10th row. Nor 
were the players sufficiently imbued 
with the mysterious goings-on. Mar- 
|garet Wycherly, a grand trouper in 
|the role of head nun, kept her voice 
too restrained (probably just right 
for the cinema mikes) which made 
for ear-cupping attentiveness. Pedro 
de Cordoba, as the inspector from 
Scotland Yard, was too broadly Ox- 
ford in a hushed sort of a way as 
|to make difficult cottoning to his 
|crime-solving deductions. A refugee 
|youngster from Hungary, Christine 
|Abbel, proved a standout as the pert 
|kid with romantic inclinations and 
must have gotten a cuff-mark from 
the picture scouts. She handled the 
part with the skill of a journeyman. 
John McGuire, as the murdered 
woman’s son, also looks promising. 

Showing here was for four nights. 
Possibly to give the studio execs a 
live look at it and perhaps to test 
it out and pull it back for tightening 
where needed, which is in many 
places. If it makes another foot- 
light bid in one of the larger the- 
atres the chances for a run and the 
bigger things that lie ahead are fairly 
even. As is, it doesn’t stack up too 
'formidably. But with a rewrite and 
|a seasoned cast it might catch the 
|same fork of lightning that struck 
‘Gaslight.’ Helm. 

















Shows in Rehearsal 


*The 
Hodge. 

‘Free and Equal’—John Golden. 

‘Star and  Garter’—Michael 
Todd. 





Cat Screams'—Martha 











Current Road Shows 


(May 27-June 6) 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (2d Co.)— 
National, Wash, (27-30). 

‘By Jupiter’ (‘All's Fair’)—Shu- 
bert, Boston (27-30). 


‘Cafe Crown’—Flatbush, B’klyn 
(27-31); Windsor, Bronx, N. Y.*(2-6). 


‘Candida’—National, Wash. (1-6). 


‘Candle in the Wind’—Hanna, 
Cleve. (27); Shea’s, Erie, Pa. (28); 
Colonial, Akron, O. (29); Park, 


Youngstown (30). 


‘Corn Is Green’—Colonial, Boston 
(27-30). 

‘Free and Equal’—Erie, Schenec- 
tady, N. Y. (30); Cass, Detroit (1-6). 
‘Good Night Ladies’—Blackstone, 
Chi. (27-6). 

‘Headliners of 42’ (vaude)— 
Keith’s,, Grand Rapids (4-6). 

‘Hit the Deck’—Curran, S. F. (27- 
30): Philharmonic Aug., L.A. (1-6). 


‘Jason’—Windsor, Bronx, N. Y. 
(2-6). 
‘Johnny 2x 4’—Flatbush, B’klyn 
(2-6). 
‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.)— 


Geary, S.F. (27-6). 
‘Life With Father’ (3d Co.)—Music 
Box, H’wood (27-6). 
*‘Macbeth’—Forrest, Phila. (27-30); 
Ft. Meade, Md. (2-4). 
‘Music in the Air’—Philharmonic 
Aud., L.A. (27-30); Curran, S.F. 
(1-6). 

‘My Sister Eileen’ (2d Co.)—Har- 
ris, Chi. (27-6). 
‘My Sister Eileen’ (3d Co.)—Play- 
house, Wilmington (27); Metropoli- 


tan, Providence (28); Klein Aud., 
Bridgeport (29); Bushnell Aud., 
Hartford (30); Colonial, Boston 
(1-6). 


‘Native Son’—Paramount, Asbury 
Park, N. J (27-31). 

‘Pal Joey’—Central, Passaic, N. J. 
(27-31); Paramount, Asbury Park, 
N. J. (2-6). 

‘Springtime for Henry’—Lafayette, 
Detroit (27-6). 


*‘Theatre’—Central, Passaic, N. J. 
(2-6). 
‘Watch on the Rhine’—Grand 


Opera House, Chi. (27-30). 
‘Without Love’—Erlanger, Buffalo, 
N.Y. (27-30). 


‘No Pix Cut’ 


—_,; ontinued from page 1 


ple than here. The same in Canada. 

‘The motion picture industry has 
the general blessing of everybody 
today, from top to small. Not only 
is the President a film fan, but what 
a thrill it must be to the boys in 
Iceland, for instance, who see pic- 
tures ahead of their families here in 
America. 


‘So why cut down or pictures and 
picture entertainment? The term ex- 
tended runs sounds great at Radio 
City Music Hall, but there are still 
5,000 to 7,000 small accounts that 
eat up picture product as carniver- 
ously as ever before. We must feed 
the hopper per usual.’ 


Steinbeck 


| _Stei from page b= 


media.. Different forms of the same 
material would run more or less con- 
currently. 









































Tycoon’s Circus 














Continued from page 1 


tones | 


| 


| the tent and apparatus. There are 
| cushioned seats even in the lowest 
price sections and the layout is de- 
scribed as a ‘doll’s house’ rather than 
a circus. No smoking will be per- 
mitted and nothing will be sold in- 
side the tent, although there is a 
‘foyer’ for concessions. 


The Nazis took away his steel 
plant but Van Lear managed to 
bring over 24 trained horses of the 
liberty and high school type, by way 
of Spain and Cuba. He has a 59- 
acre estate at Briarcliff, N. Y., where 
the tent is up and the show re- 
hearses daily, under salary. Acts 
include Con Coleano, Jeanette May, 
Adrienne and Charles, Powers ele- 
phants and Loyal’s dogs, also a por- 
tion of the Jooss ballet. 

Frank Wirth supplied the acts. 
Lew Dufor is in advance contracting 
for lots, one of the details that the 
new showman forgot about. 





According to Steinbeck’s present 
ideas, he would devote different por- 
| tions of the main story to the vari- 
}ous members of an Army bomber 
jcrew. Thus, the pilot, bombardier, 
gunner, navigator and radio opera- 
tor would each be dramatized from 
civilian life background, through Air 
Corps training and to the time they 
all meet in the plane. Their com- 
bined duties in carrying out a mili- 
tary assignment would then be the 
climax of the yarn. 


Steinbeck has dropped all other ac- 
tivities for this project. He has no 
other plans regarding a novel or play 
and will not be involved in the fikn 
adaptation of his recent Broadway 
play, “The Moon Is Down,” which 
20th-Century-Fox bought for a rec- 
ord $300,000 price. 





James Melton has wound up his 
most successful and lucrative con- 
cert season, with 108 appearances 
for the year. He sang in 41 con. 
certs, eight operas, made 52 ap- 
pearances on the Telephone Hour, 
and seven other guest radio appear- 





ances, 


-|Princeton, is a scene designer who 


Ruth Chatterton and Ralph Forbes; 













Strawhats 


Continued from page 4° 


(new), ‘Dark Tower,’ ‘No More La. 
dies.’ 


Indian Neek reports a shift to pix, 
with an occasional road show if and 
when available. American Actors 
Group, which operated here last 
summer, dickered for a stock season 
at the Lincoln, New Haven, but deal 
fel] through. 





Princeton’s Plans 
Princeton, N. J., May 26, 
Princeton Playgoers, local non. 
profit corporation aimed to stimulate 
interest in legit here, is planning an 
eight-week season of summer stock 
at the McCarter theatre, opening 
July 1. Norris Houghton and Rich- 
ard Skinner will co-produce. 
Houghton, director of dramatics at 


authored ‘Moscow Rehearsals’ and 
‘Advance from Broadway.’ Skinner 
was co-producer with Day Tuttle of 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ and with Cheryl 
Crawford of ‘Family Portrait.’ He 
was associated for some years in the 
operation of the Westchester Play. 
house, Mt. Kisco, N. Y., and last 
summer was business manager of the 
Country Playhouse, Westport, Conn. 





Maplewood Indefinite 
Maplewood, May 26. 
The Maplewood theatre, due to 
open its season May 25, will not be- 
gin operations until mid-June and 
the possibility exists that the Es- 


sex County playhouse will remain 
shuttered for the entire season, 
Gasoline rationing, and what Cheryl 
Crawford, producer, describes as 
‘other demands’ have knocked all 
pre-season plans for the Maplewood 
oo into the well known cocked 
at. 


House was originally skedded to 
get under way with ‘Pal Joey,’ but 
booking has yet to be made and 
Miss Crawford admits that con- 
tracts for any plays or players have 
yet to be signed. 





Frank McCoy’s Lineup 
Buffalo, May 26. 
Plays and stars scheduled for 
Frank McCoy’s summer stock sea- 
son to commence at the Erlanger 
June 1: are ‘Private Lives,’ with 


‘George Washington Slept Here,’ 
with Allan Kearns, June 8; ‘Any- 
thing Goes,’ with Jack Whiting and 
the Hartmans, June 15, and ‘Watch 
on Rhine,’ with Henry Hull, June 22. 





Tuttle at Sayville 

Day Tuttle will direct the produc- 
tions this summer at the Sayville 
(L. I.) playhouse, opening June 20. 
Edith Gordon operates the Straw- 
hat, which hopes to briag audiences 
by free bus service from the Long 
Island railroad and elsewhere. 


Besides co-producing a number of 
Broadway productions, Tuttle oper- 
ated the Westchester playhouse, Mt. 
Kisco, N. Y., with Richard Skinner 
from 1932 to 1939 and managed the 
Country playhouse, Westport, Conn., 
in *1939-40. 





Hedgerow Carries On 

Philadelphia, May 26. 

The Hedgerow Theatre is going to 
carry on this season at the same 
old stand in Rose Valley—gas ra- 
tioning or no. 
Members of the cast, board mem- 
bers and friends are volunteering 
the use of cars and station wagons to 
meet the trains and trolleys at Bowl- 
ing Green (one mile from the thea- 
tre). So far patronage hasn’t been 
hurt much, because a good propor- 
tion of Hedgerow’s patrons live in 
the Philly suburbs of Swarthmore, 
Moylan and Delaware county section 
near the theatre. 


Radio ‘Hatred’ 


Continued from page 1 


recent program entitled ‘This Is 
War’ was widely criticized on this 
ground. We do not wish for a 
minute to weaken national morale 
but we hope national unity will be 
maintained on a high level of moral 
integrity rather than one of hatred 
and vengeance. 

‘We write individually, without 
official council action, but because 
our disturbed constituents have 
called this whole situation to our 
attention.’ 
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IT nside Stuff—Legit 


Files of ‘Variety’ reveal some interesting angles on ‘The Miracle,’ pro- 
duced by Morris Gest, who died in New York May 16, at the age of 61. 
A double-truck ad which appeared in the issue of Feb. 14, 1924, was 
headed ‘A Golden Torrent of Praise From the Press,’ with liberal quotes 
from most of the dailies and leading weeklies, 30 publications being rep- 
resented. There were excerpts from editorials anent ‘Miracle’ which 
appeared in two dailies, the Morning and Evening World, both defunct. 


This latter comment supported Gest’s contention that ‘Miracle’ was his 
most ambitious production, with such statements as ‘the marvel at the Cen- 
tury’ (theatre) and ‘in the case of ‘The Miracle’ there have been brought 
to bear all the spectacular effects that the genius of men and the resources 
of the stage can afford.’ Among the reviewers quoted were the late Percy 
Hammond of the Tribune and the late Heywood Broun, then covering 
Broadway for the Morning World. 


In the Gest obituaries Max Reinhardt was credited with the staging, 
but it was not generally known that the production was designed by Nor- 
man Bel Geddes, it probably being his initial major stage contribution. 
Book of the ‘Miracle’ was by Karl Vollmoeller, score by Engelbart Hum- 
perdinck. 


At that time there were 54 shows on Broadway. Included was the 
Moscow Art Theatre, imported by Gest and playing a second repeat date 
at Jolson’s theatre. Also on the list were ‘The Song and Dance Man,’ 
with George M. Cohan at the Hudson; ‘Stepping Stones,’ at the Globe 
with Fred and Dorothy Stone; ‘Abie’s Irish Rose,’ then in its 91st week 
at the Republic; ‘Charlot’s Revue,’ at the Times Square with Jack Buch- 
anan, Beatrice Lillie and Gertrude Lawrence (who is ending the season 
this week at the Alvin in ‘Lady in the Dark),’ ‘Kid Boots,’ with Eddie 
Cantor, at the Carroll; ‘Mr. Battling Butler,’ with the late Marie Saxon, 
at the Selwyn; ‘Rain,’ with Jeanne Eagles at the Elliott; ‘Poppy,’ with 
W. C. Fields at the Apollo; ‘The Show-Off,’ Playhouse; ‘The Swan,’ with 
Eva Le Gallienne,’ Cort; ‘Wildflower,’ Casino; ‘Music Box Revue,’ Music 
Box; ‘Seventh Heaven,’ Booth; ‘Follies, New Amsterdam; ‘Laugh, Clown 
Laugh,’ with Lionel Atwill, Belasco; ‘Artists and Models,’ Shubert. 








Court proceedings of New York ticket agencies, which has been hang- 
ing fire all season, is still a live issue as indicated by a decision favoring 
the brokers on an issue that held up the trial for the past several months. 
Agency people seek to invalidate the state 75c premium law by restrain- 
ing License Commissioner Paul Moss and Lewis J. Valentine, police com- 
missioner from enforcing the state law. During winter the city, which is 
defending the action, secured a court order to the effect that all agencies 
submit their books and records for the past five years. Attorney Wiil- 
iam A. Hyman, acting for the brokers, secured a reversal in the Appel- 
late Division of the supreme court. He argued that if compelled to turn 
over their business records it would cause undue hardship, since to ex- 
plain more than 2,000 books it would force the ticket men to remain 
away from their agencies for extended periods, also that such a mass 
of records could not be examined within a short period. Two weeks 
was given in the original order. Hyman claimed an examination could 
not be made within that period and that the move was made to harass 
the plaintiffs, delaying the trial. 


Although the ticket men contend the law is not constitutional, they have 
complied with 75c limit rule for legit shows as set in a code by the mana- 
gers and Equity, but principally objected to the state law because it 
includes sporting and other events. They contend the tickets for the 
latter are heavy risks because bought outright and not returnable. An 
amendment to exclude tickets for sporting events from the law was passed 
by the state assembly, but vetoed by Governor Lehman over the week- 
end. 





‘Comes the Revelation,’ which formally opened Tuesday (26) after a 
week of previews, ran into Equity trouble until the full amount of money 
to guarantee two weeks salary to the piayers had been posted. Most 
of the coin had been deposited with Equity, original amount put up by 
John Morris Chanin and Richard Karlan, new managerial team, being 
around $2,000, but $750 more was needed to meet the requirements. 
Although the previews had an admission charge, some of that money was 
used for various purposes, so by Friday (22), when the guarantee amount 
was still shy, Equity called off the performance. Saturday a check was 
proffered for the still lacking guarantee, a matter of $40, but Equity said 
nix. Deputy with the company has been instructed not to raise the cur- 
tain until the cash was put on the line. That performance did not start 
until 10 p.m. Several hundred persons waited patiently and remained 
until the finale at 1 a.m. 


‘Comes’ is a comedy written by Louis Vittes. Arthur Hopkins was 
interested in the script when it was called ‘Ten Cent Saint.’ Ticket scale 
is $1.65 top, house having more than 1,700 seats. 





Alfred Etcheverry, playing role of magazine editor in Boston (Betty 
Furness) company of ‘My Sister Eileen,’ withdrew from show following 
engagement at Nixon, Pittsburgh, last week and has been replaced by 
Henry Richards. Show was without services of Thomas Hume after open- 
ing performance there. He was laid up with a strep throat all week 
and Bob Greene, an understudy, subbed for him. Doug Morris returned 
to company at Nixon after being feted and farewelled on his way to 
the army. Draft board, however, deferred him in last minute for physi- 
cal reasons, 

Comedy hit one-nighting this week and returns next Monday (1) to 
Boston for an indefinite stay. Will fold there. 





in the sale of the play’s picture rights, but still will be benefited. The 





first arrangement with the management when the cast agreed to accept | 
| winding up the season. 


a salary cut stipulated that, in the event the play was sold for pictures, 
they were to be paid the amount of salary deducted. They therefore will 


get two-thirds of a week’s play, one-third having been sliced for two | 


weeks during that deal. 


More recently the ‘Guest’ cast entered into another cut pay agreement, 
but there is no similar provision in regards to reimbursement. 


Equity’s monthly lists names of 314 members as of last week who are 
getting ‘Variety’ sent to them. There is also a supplementary list of 
actors called for service or already inducted, for whom there are no 
addresses. Request is made to those aware of where they are to send 
the addresses to Equity’s office in N. Y. 

Only one Equity war casualty is listed, that of John P. McNulty. Stated 
that he was not lost in combat, having died in Hollywood. 





‘Uncle Harry,’ the melodrama which opened at the Broadhurst, N. Y., 
last week to favorable reviews, was written by Thomas Job five years 
ago, script having been in and out of most managers’ offices. He also 
wrote ‘Barchester Towers’ about the same time, it being produced at the 
Beck by Guthrie McClintic. Author has written other unproduced plays. 

Job is a product of the Yale school of drama and more recently on 
the, drama staff of the Carnegie Institute of Technology, Pittsburgh. 





Brooks Atkinson, critic of the N. Y. Times, has not been covering the 
last few Broadway openings. He is in Cambridge, Mass., said to be taking 
some sort of graduate course at Harvard. Just what subject he is delving 
into was something of a secret. He'll be back at.the end of this week. 
Lewis Nichols, the paper’s drama. editor, batting for him. 





St. L.’s Best Legit Year 
Since ’29 $334,100 Gross 


St. Louis, May 26. 

Local 1941-42 legit season was the 
best since ‘29, with an estimated 
gross of $334,100 for 22 weeks. Take 
bettered that of the 1940-41 season 
by several thousand dollars and 
hung up a new high since the first 
depression. Seven dark weeks 
caused by inability to obtain shows 
prevented an all-time banner season, 


‘Hellzapoppin’ in two separate one- 
week stands grabbed the juiciest 

lum with a total of approximately 

5,000. Three other Twn layed 
two-week stands; ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
which opened the season and grabbed 
$24,000; ‘Claudia,’ which took $19,000, 
and the old standby, “Tobacco Road,’ 
copped an even $10,000 for two one- 
week stands. 


RHINE’, STRONG 
19G IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, May 26. 

Two shows closed here Saturday 
(23), ‘Blithe Spirit’ calling it a sea- 
son at the Selwyn and ‘High Kick- 
ers’ winding up at the Erlanger. 
‘Spirit’ had a good run of 14 weeks. 
‘Kickers’ failed to get started at all 
in Chicago. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Selwyn (14th and 
final week) (1,000; $2.75). Finished 
a good money run and folded for the 
season. Showed strength until late- 
ly; down near $9,000. 


‘Good Night Ladies,’ Blackstone 
(6th week) (1,200° $2.75). New York 
theatre men angling for this b.o. 
entry, but will be long time before it 
hits Broadway. Wow again at 
$17,000. 


‘High Kickers,’ Erlanger (2d and 
final week) (1,400; $3.30). Called it 
quits Saturday (22). Public word-of- 
mouth was fine on show, but couldn’t 
buck the critical nays. Finished to 
$15,000. 


‘My Sister Eileen,’ Harris (ist 
week) (1,000; $2.75). Came through 
nicely and looks for a run on repeat 
in town at reduced rates, hitting 
$8,500 on initial session. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Grand (2d 
week) (1,200; $3.30). One more week 
for this piece of boxoffice dynamite. 
Walloped through to $19,000 last 
week, again held down by American 
Theatre Society subscription rates. 


‘ARSENIC’ FINE $21,000 
IN 1ST WASH. WEEK 


Washington, May 26. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ is ending 
the regular season here with a 
thumping victory at the boxoffice. 
Mystery comedy, in for two weeks, 
will do better in closing seven days 
currently than first week, due to 
extra Sunday nigtf show and lifting 
of cut-rate subscription tickets. 

Last week, ‘Arsenic’ got estimated 
$21,000 on first eight performances 
at National. 

















‘Bittersweet’ Fine 


$30,000 on Coast 





Los Angeles, May 26. 
‘Bittersweet’ clipped off estimated 
$30,000 for second stanza of the an- 
nual Civic Light Opera season at the 
Philharmonic auditorium, tabbing 


fn lfew dollars less than ‘Vagabond 
Actors in ‘Guest In the House,’ Plymouth, N. Y., will not participate | 


King’ in opening week. After four- 
day lull, ‘Music in the Air’ opens 
Friday (29), with ‘Hit the Deck 


Seventh week of ‘Life With Father’ 
at the Hollywood Music Box was hit 
somewhat by the first spring heat 
wave Tuesday-Wednesday (19-20), 
but boomed back to ring up strong 
$12,000 and plenty of profit. 


‘Eileen’, $7,500, Winds 
Up OK Pitt Season 


Pittsburgh, May 26. 


Legit season at Nixon didn’t ex- 
actly wind up in a blaze of glory 
last week, but there were no com- 
plaints with estimated $7,500 for re- 
turn engagement of ‘My Sister 
Eileen. That figure represented 
some profit at both ends. 

Hit comedy came back at $1.65 top 
as against $2.75 it charged on first 
visit here last March, when it 1ung 
up gross of approximately $12,500. 

‘Blossom Time’ had been figured 
to wind up year at Nixon but it 
folded ih Brooklyn week ago, 50 
iouse called it a season Saturday 
night (23) after 33 weeks, most suc- 
cessful and longest here that any of 
the oldsters can remember, 








Bway Legit B.0. Has Slight Pickup; 
Harry, $8,800 in 5 Times, Looks OK, 
‘Angel Back to 12)46 ‘Father, 11/46 


_ Broadway’s business was somewhat | sical now looks sure to run through 
improved last week, but it is evident | summer. 
— New York is not getting the 
volume of visitors as before gas ra-| ‘Claudia’ St. James (r - 
tioning. While grosses picked up,| gagement) (C-1,520: $1.65) Jenn 
levels are considerably lower than| Golden brought back Rose Franken 
during April. ‘Uncle Harry,’ first} comedy at half the prices of the 
spring arrival that appears to have} original run at the Booth: limited 
chance, opened at Broadhurst last engagement prior to Coast dates: 
week. ‘Lady in the Dark’ is ending| manager claims show cannot make 
fine run Saturday (30). money in return engagement. 
Estimates for Last Week in m Vaude-Revues 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama),| Keep "Em Laughing,’ 44th St. (1,- 
CD i eatedes Seana. R (Revue),| 285; $2.20). Gracie Felds and others 
M (Musical), O (Operetta), enter bill Friday (29); vaude-revue 





Added 




















—— | 














‘Angel Street,’ Golden (24th week) po cham pte y en slipped; estimated 
(DeTee; $900). After slipping, busi-| ‘Priorities of 1968, 46th St. (th 
around $12,500; that figure approaches Resse outats  iotinctiy pone » a 
eapechy in this house at the scale. slated into summer; not as strong as 

Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton | before, but estimated around $20,000. 
(71st week) (CD-838; $3.30). Also ‘Harlem Cavalcade,’ Ritz (1,074; 
improved, . approximating $12,500; | $2.20). Taken off Saturday (23) after 
original cast to play into or through | three and one-half weeks of slim 
August, then going to Coast, with | business; colored vaude-revue did 
road show coming here. poorly, with takings estimated 

‘Best Foot Forward,’ Barrymore | 4round $5,000. 

(34th week) (M-1,104; $4.40). Dipped 

ee ry than gees som: but E - 
some pick-up last week. when the thel Ba In 
gross approximated $17,000. rrymore jury 

‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (29th week) ‘Co ? Onl F 
(CD-712: $3.30). Held about the Cuts ‘Corn’ to y rour 
same pace as previous week at Mo- ° 
rosco; moved here because house Shows $6,000 it] Hub 
equipped with cooling system; ? ’ 
$12,500. 

‘Comes the Revelation,’ Jolson’s Boston, May 26. 
(C-1,749; $1.65). Presented by John Legit enjoyed fair biz here last 
Morris Chanin and Richard Karlan;| week, with ‘Corn Is Green’ going 
written by Louis Vittes; opened | off the boards after four perform- 
Tuesday (26). ances because Ethel Barrymore 

‘Guest in the House, Plymouth | sprained her ankle during the Thurs- 
(13th week) (CD-1,057; $3.30). Some |4ay matinee. Play resumed Monday 
improvement here, too, last week,| (29) for final frame. ‘All's Fair 
when the gross was around $8,500; oot: aaa ‘Clawie dalched ane tee: 
9g + a sold at reputed price | week run staunchly. 

‘Junior Miss,’ Lyceum (27th week) Estimates for Last Week 
(CD-1,004; $3.30). Has its off eve-| ‘All Fair,’ Shubert (2d week) (1,- 
nings, but holding to very profitable 600; $3.30). New musical tears ae 
business, and last week’s takings|Trevision and last week garnere 
claimed to have approached $15,000 around $17,500. One more week. 
level; best money among straight| ‘Claudie,’ Wilbur (5th week) (1,- 
plays. wa Bt gh af og eeepc run 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (M-1,387: | 2¢,514,000 for the finale. 
$4.40). Final and 58th week; last Hg ye Is Cocon! Sones = 
season’s sock musical spanned an- $2.75} Bad Bsc ren all the week- 
other season and is away out in poe cream of last week's tally 
front; around $20.000 for even break | 2 ound $6,000 
last week; tours in fall. iain 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial (30th 
week (M-1,450; $4.40). Has been | HEPBURN, BIG $23,000, 

Olding its pace exceptionally well 
and, while not selling out through WINDS UP CINCY LEGIT 
the week, is grossing great money; 
up to around $30,000. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (132d ee : rm 
week) (C-1,082; $3.30). Climbed to | Cincinneti, May 36. 
better than $11,500 last week, which Grossing an estimated $23,000, 
was more of an improvement than | Katharine Hepburn dropped the cur- 
for most other straight plays. tain on Cincy’s legit season last week 

‘My Sister Eileen.’ Biltmore (74th for its biggest dramatic biz. She 
week) (CD-891; $3.30). Holding to | starred in Without Love at the 2, 
good money, considering this period 500-seat Taft. Top wes ¢ : he d 
of engagement, which will extend |. Of the 19 shows P aying - iked 
into second summer: Sundays a fac- | "8 the —— all ~— we ee ted 
tor: around $10.000 again. 4 2 dant @ Non ase SE 

‘Sons o’ Fun.’ Winter Garden (25th |"°neicon Gy. Trowbridge, resident 
wsthed arin Sat eh’ | anager fr the Shab ine 0 

a . ra “tn ~|is confine o his home a bac 
ever. dipped considerably in past} sprain suffered in a fall there May 
"iicehsn Thou? iach yuse (28th | > re gee + tes ra ae 

‘ d ‘ aynous é one he miss seein ere durin 
week) (CD-865; $3.30). Rated better | near p= . . 
than $7,000, which is fair money for . 
run comedy slated to stick through 
June. 

‘The Moon Is Down,’ Martin Beck 
(7th week) (D-1.214; $3.30). An- 
nounced to close Saturday (23), but 
management changed hands and will 
stay at least two additional weeks: 
down again; $10,500. 

‘The String, My Lord, Are False,’ 

Royale (1st week) (D-1,047; $2.75) 
Opened Tuesday (19) last week and 
drew notices on the down side; busi- 


ness very weak after premiere, with 
first seven times under $4,000. 

‘Uncle Harry,’ Broadhurst (D-1,142; | 
$3.30). Opened Wednesday (20) last | 
week: first of spring crop that won 
favorable notices: encouraging busi- “THE MAN WHO CAME TO DINNER” 
ness last half, with takings well into “YOU'RE 1 THE ARMY now” 
four figures: estimated at $8,800 in : 
initial five times Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 

‘Yesterday’s Magic,’ Guild (D-956; 
$3.30). Final and 7th week; estimat- 
ed around $7,500, indicating limited 
boxoffice outside of subscriptions: 
goes on spring casualty list. 

Revivals 

‘All the Comforts of Home,’ Long- 
acre (C-1,015; $2.75). Presented by Plays for Stage, Sereen and Radio 
Mollie Steinberg in association with 25 West 45th Street, New York 
Edith C. Ringling; William Gillette 81) West 7th Street, Les Angeles 


comedy revised by Helen Jerome; ; 


opened Monday (25); very weak | 


Apartment Sacrifice 


‘Candida,’ Shubert. Performances 
for Army and Navy Relief Funds re- | 

Summer sublet or longer; 4 beauti- 
fully furnished rooms, artistic atmos- 


sumed Sunday (24) and will termi- 

nate next Sunday (31); slated to play 
phere. Fine paintings, books, 2 
baths, 8 exposures. Phone Lacy 

















——— 
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Washington next week for the same 
charities. 

‘Porgy and Bess,’ Majestic (18th 
week) (M-1,175: $2.75). Somewhat 
better last week. when the«takings 
were. around $17,500; Gershwin. mu- « 








quire renting agent. 4 
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Literati 





The U. S. Book Offensive 

Double-barrelled enlistment in the 
war effort of their critical forte Is 
being made by members of the 
Screen Readers Guild. One project 
has been under way for a month and 
another will tee off tonight (Wednes- 
day) at a meeting in the Office of 
Coordinator of Information in New 
York. 

Tonight’s huddle of most of the 
members of the Guild and a number 
of story editors, who are cooperating, 
will be with Jerome Weidman, chief 
of the book division of the CIO, this 
country’s principal foreign propa- 
ganda agency. Weidman is former 
editor for Simon & Schuster. 


He aims to use the readers on a 
voluntary basis to supplement his 
own small staff in choosing books 
and passages from books for foreign 
consumption. Job entails not only 
reviewing and possibly extracting 
quotes from all books being cur- 
rently published, but in going back 
over thousands of old ones. 

Passages from the volumes are 
used on U. S. shortwave broadcasts. 
Many of the books themselves or ex- 
cerpts from them are shipped abroad 
for distribution to ‘the right people.’ 
They go to neutral countries whose 
sympathy the U. S. is endeavoring to 
retain and to allied countries. It is 
thought ways may also be found to 
get them into enemy territory. 
Weidman’s project has been under 
way only a few months, but it is 
understood good results already have 
been reported from abroad. Bert 


’ Bloch, 20th-Fox story ed, is acting 


as coordinator for the film industry 
in the work. 


The other task to which SRG 
members have been applying them- 
selves is compilation of a list of 
books which they consider would 
make good pictures in furtherance of 
the war effort. These are works 
which the readers have read and re- 
ported on to their respective com- 
panies in past years. Some were 
recommended at the time and pur- 
chased and now lie on studio shelves. 
Guild aims to call Hollywood's at- 
tention to them. 

Others of the books may have been 
recommended by the readers, but 
not purchased by the studios, the 
present idea being to cite their avail- 
ability. These were usually too 
militant for Hollywood. Still others 
may not have been recommended 
at the time because of pro-war 
ideology or other elements in which 
world events have caused a switch. 

Edward Huebsch, of the Columbia 
story department, is in charge of the 
project. Exec committee of the SRG 
and a number of volunteers are now 
sifting through some 130 potential 
stories. 





AP’s Moderation Order 





Boxers in Associated Press sports 
stories no longer will fight ‘gallantly,’ 
nor will pitchers show ‘great cour- 
age’ in lasting through a nine-inning 
ball game. 


according to an order issued last 
week banning ‘flowery, over-enthu- 
Siastic, lyrical sports writing for the 
duration.’ Sports must take their 


| July 
' theatre. 


Such descriptive words | 
will be saved for military exploits, | 


tory, according to Bennett Cerf, 
Random House head. He called the 
advance sale ‘incredible.’ 

Dime out of each $1 goes to the 
Treasury Department to pay for the 
actual stamp which is contained in 
the book. Stamp is in a regularly 
approved savings stamp album 
which fits into a pocket at the back 
of the book. 

Volume was made up by Disney 
and Chester Williams. It contains 
all the pen-and-inker'’s usual char- 
acters and is done in four colors 
throughout. Each page has a tab to 
be pulled or a wheel to be rolled to 
create motion in the drawings. 





Guild’s Ist Wartime Convention 


American Newspaper Guild will 
hold its first wartime convention on 
schedule in Denver June 22-26, de- 
spite obvious complications involved 
in transportation and shift of many 
leaders to Government service. Bar- 
ring official interference from Wash- 
ington, meeting will be held at the 
Albany hotel, with Denver local as 
host, it was decided at recent quar- 
terly huddle of International Ex- 
ecutive Board in N.Y. 

Convention will be first in ANG 
history unmarred by bitter election 
fight. At Detroit confab in 1941, 
Guild voted that all elections shall 
be by referendum and that officers 
shall hold posts for two years in- 
stead of one. New administration, 
headed by Milton Murray of Detroit, 
took office for two-year term just 
prior to Pearl Harbor. 





Look’s Six Additions 


Look magazine has added six 
members to the editorial staff. Harry 
Shaw goes in as associate editor 
and director of editorial research; 
Donald Grant, Washington editor; 
Homer Cable, film editor; Mrs. Isa- 
bella Taves Miller, staff writer; 
Helen Buchalter, Washington staff 
writer; Ariosto Nardozzi, art depart- 
ment, 

Shaw was formerly director of 


the Workshop in Composition at 
New York University. Grant comes 
from the Des Moines Register and 
Tribune, Cable was formerly with 
Newsweek, Mrs. Miller with Butte- 
rick, Miss Buchalter, Washington 
Daily News. Nardozzi was formerly 
art director for Gussow, Kahn & Co. 





House ‘Yank’,and Show’s Staffs 


Part of a floor of the Shelton hotel, 
N. Y., has been taken over by the 
Army to house the soldier staff of 
Yank, the Army’s new weekly, 
which makes its initial appearance 
June 13. 

Similar deals with other hotels, 
but on a much larger scale, are being 
made for the several hundred boys 
working in the Irving Berlin show, 
‘This Is the Army.’ Cast is expected 
to arrive in New York from Camp 
Upton next week to rehearse for the 
4 opening at the Broadway 





Meyer Berger’s Book 
New York Times reporter Meyer 


| Berger, who started on the old N. Y. 
|World and has contributed to the 


| New 
| 


Yorker, Life. 


American mag, 


relative place in regard to the war, | and others, is having his ‘The Eight 


AP scribes were informed, 

Order by Herbert Barker was 
originally written for the New York 
sports staff, but has since been 
transmitted to all member papers. It 
stated: 

‘In a general way, I believe there 
should be a ban on flowery, over-en- 
thusiastic lyrical sports writing for 
the duration. . . . Remembering the 


exploits of military heroes, it does| 


not seem appropriate to overdo the 
use of such words as ‘courageous,’ 
‘gallant,’ ‘fighting,’ etc., in referring 
to athletes. Speaking relatively and 


with the war in mind, it doesn’t take | 


much ‘courage’ to Overcome a two- 
run lead in the ninth or to get up 


off the floor after somebody knocks | 


you there in a boxing bout. 

‘So long as-sports retains its hold 
On the public, we must continue to 
cover it with all the resources at our 
command, but our sports writing 
phraseology must march with the 
times. We must adjust our focus 
and maintain perspective... .’ 





Book’s Defense Stamp Tieup 

A book for kids, combining a story 
and a flock of little moving gadgets, 
has been turned out by Walt Disney 
at the suggestion of the U. S. Treas- 
ury Department to promote the sale 
of war stamps. It is being published 
by Random House and is on sale for 
$1 at book and department stores. 

First printing of the book, called 
‘The Victory March,’ has been the 


‘biggest of any juve volume in his- 


Million’ (Simon & Schuster; $2.50) 
brought out June 10. It’s a collection 
of the veteran newspaperman’s closes 
|up on New Yorkiana. Berger has 
| for years made a specialty of re- 
| porting the New York scene for the 
|Times in by-line feature and news 
| stories. 

| Henry Berger, his brother, has 
|done the illustrations, 





Marshall’s R.R. Book 

David Marshall of the editorial 
| Staff of the N. Y. Sun is author of 
|‘Model Railroad Engineering,’ pub- 
lished by Harper’s on May 27. 

Marshall was for years feature 
writer on Railroad Magazine. At his 
home in South Orange, N. J., he and 
his small sons have one of the finest 
model railroads in the country. 





Mrs. Cerf-Bubbles Schinasi Team 


Mrs. Bennett (Phyllis) Cerf, wife 
of the Random House prez, and 
Bubbles Schinasi are continuing col- 
laboration as short story writers. 

They got the bug when selling 
‘Honeymoon, Inc.’ to Liberty re- 
cently. They used Phyllis Morris as 
a nom-de-plume, the surname bor- 
rowed from Wayne Morris to whom 
Miss Schinasi was married, 





Protest vs Pegler In A.E.F. Paper 


New York Newspaper Guild and 
labor organizations have protested to 
the War Department the use of 
Westbrook Pegler’s column in ‘Stars 





.and Stripes,’ overseas tabloid of the 


A.E.F. General Chaney of the AEF, 
asked for use of American column- 
ists and War Department received 
permission from syndicates for grat- 
uitous service. 

Other columnists are Damon Run- 
yon, Pearson anc Allen, Walter 
Lippman and Walter Winchell. 





Milwaukee Post Gives Up 


The Milwaukee Evening Post, 
after a long struggle to keep its 
head above water and operated re- 
cently on a cooperative basis, finally 
folded with the issue of May 23. An- 
nouncement was made that current 
conditions, combined with a general 
trend of advertising curtailment, 
forced suspension. 

The paper was started in 1911 as 
a daily Socialist organ and in World 
War I was denied mailing privileges 
for ‘seditious’ utterances. 





A Hollywood Standoff 


Sid James, Hollywood representa- 
tive of Life and Time, got no better 
than a draw when he tried to pull a 
Hedda Hopper by inviting studio 
publicity heads to a _ confidential 
luncheon. When he suggested that 
the studios ought to be kind to the 
mags, the publicity boys retorted 
that the mags ought to be kind to the 
studios. To a statement that they 
were neglecting Time with copy, 
they answered that Time was neg- 
lecting the film industry. 

No decision. 





Flock of Show Biz Stories 


The July issue of Harper’s Bazaar 
is being ‘edited’ by Bob Hope, as a 
stunt, with emphasis on films, radio 
and the stage. 


May 30 Satevepost ‘profiles’ Singin’ 
Sam (Harry Frankel) in a piece by 
Maurice Zolotow, captioned ‘The 
Troubadour of Trouper Hill.’ 


Liberty for same date starts a two- 
part series on ‘Hollywood Miracle 
Man (The Joyous Saga of Cecil B. 
DeMille)’ by Frederick Van Ryn. 





Drama Takes a Cut 


Friday, usually a big day for 
newspaper departments, showed two 
Los Angeles morning dailies making 
heavy cuts in the space devoted to 
screen and stage. 


Times used only five columns of 
drama copy and the Examiner de- 
voted nine columns, spread over two 
pages, to film studios and theatres, 








LITERATI OBITS 

Clifford Howard, 73, author, whose 
research work while employed by 
Cecil B: DeMille was largely used in 
the film, ‘King of Kings,’ died May 
19 in Los Angeles. 

Frederick E. Dutcher, 67, died 
May 19 in Syracuse. He had been a 
reporter for over 50 years. 

Charles Ernest Crawford, 72, news- 
paperman for nearly 50 years and 
N. Y. Times correspondent in Indian- 
apolis, died there May 20. 

Arthur Waite, 84, author of books 
on magic, died in London May 19. 

William Elmer Wilkins, editor and 
publisher of the Athens (Ill.) Free 
Press for 36 years, and a native of 
Barnesville, O., died May 17. 

Harold E. O’Neill, 53, editorial 
writer on the Daily Home News of 


New Brunswick, N.J., died there 
May 23. 
Fred Henry Ralsten, 73, former 


publisher and advertising man, died 
in Coral Gables, Fla., May 24. He 
was once editor of the Chicago 
Herald-Examiner and had published 
18 farm journals. 


William Armstrong, 84, former 
music critic and lecturer, died May 
18 in Brookline, Mass. He had been 
a professional piano player in his 
earlier years and was music editor 
1893-1898 of the Chicago Tribune. 


CHATTER 

Richard Hubbell of CBS Television 
is having his ‘4000 Years of Tele- 
vision’ brought out by Putnam’s in 
September, 

Carleton J. Ketchum, foreign cor- 
respondent, who for years was on the 
London Daily Express, is in New 
York discussing with Little, Brown 
a book based on material and scrap 
books in his possession, 

Dorothy Lamour’s tale of bond 
selling experiences, ‘I See America,’ 
is slated for publication in Liberty. 


Frank Gruber’s newest whodunit, 
‘The Gift Horse’, will be published 
by Farrar & Rinehart in July. 

Allen Kellar, who was on the 
N.Y. World-Telegram rewrite desk, 
is now in the Navy with the rank of 
Lieutenant Commander, 


Stanley Gordon checked out of his 
job as rotagravure editor of the Los 
Angeles Times to join the Hollywood 
staff of Look magazine. 








these stations that so exercises the 
Network Affiliates, Inc. who see the 
small stations jeopardized by the big 
ones. In general, however, the 
Clear Channel stations fee] that they, 
nobody else, are the Ones who are 
most threatened with loss of privil- 
ege due to the recent tendency of 
the FCC to disregard or treat lightly 
the basic idea of keeping clear 
channels really clear. 

As on previous opportunities the 
propaganda line followed by the 50,- 
000-watters was that they provided 
service for remote areas and that 
without the clear channels, as is, 
vast chunks of American population 
would lack radio signal. Said Sholis: 

‘Shorn of all technical terms, it 
is the type of station which 
serves not merely listeners in its 
home community and city, but is 
also heard by distant listeners 
living miles and miles away on 
farms, in small towns and in 
cities without stations of their 
own, 

‘Generally speaking, it is upon 
Clear Channel stations that over 
fifty million Americans living 
across 80 per cent of our coun- 
try’s area depend chiefly for 
radio reception at night—that is, 
between sunset and shortly after 
sunrise.’ 


The need for a new law for the 
regulation of broadcasting results 
primarily from the failure of the 
FCC to carry out the Congressional 
mandate to distribute broadcasting 
facilities fairly and equitably 
throughout the whole nation, the 
legislators were advised by Sholis. 
Boiled down, his testimony was a 
vigorous plea for freezing the exist- 
ing number of 1-A channels. 


Without touching on the numer- 
ous procedural problems prompting 
introduction of the Sanders bill, 
Sholis endeavored to sell the law- 
makers (half of whom come from 
small towns and rural areas and 
some of whom represent states with- 
out a single 1-A transmitter) on the 
idea that the FCC philosophy of 
planting more and more outlets 
around the country is diametrically 
opposed to the objective of provid- 
ing more and better radio service to 
the villages and hamlets. In effect, 
Sholis told the House group the only 
possibility of increasing the number 
of homes able to enjoy dependable 
reception is to parcel out more fre- 
quencies to only a single night-time 
operator. 

Referring to the 16 clear-channel 
operators in his organization as the 
pioneers who survived the toughest 
times in the industry’s history, Sho- 
lis wailed about the pruning of 1-A 
ribbons and said the FCC has fallen 
down on its most important assign- 
ment. Instead of bringing service to 
more and more people, the regula- 
tors have succeeded, in continuously 
breaking down the clear frequencies, 
in favoring city folks at the expense 
of their country cousins. 


Paley Contradicts? 


Although there are over 900 plants 
im €xistence, 50,000,000 persons de- 
pend solely on clear-channel stations 
for reception, Sholis emphasized. 
The right of free speech includes 
freedom to listen and the right to 
hear, he_ interpreted, suggesting 
many or these individuals don’t have 
much of the freedom with 1-A’s 
being hemmed in and forced to ac- 
commodate bed-fellows, 


The picture of vast numbers of 
people getting little service and 
threatened with loss of what they 
have, jolted some of the legislators. 
Rep. Clarence Brown, of Ohio, found 
it hard to reconcile Sholis’ asser- 
tions with the remarks of William 
S. Paley. How can the CBS presi- 
dent maintain the web serves 98% 
of its audience, Brown inquired, if 
clear channels are so necessary for 
coverage of the wide open spaces 
and there are only 23 1-A plants in 
the country now? Sholis professed 
to be equally at a loss to understand 
what Paley was driving at or how 
he justified his claims and implica- 
tions that almost everybody is within 
a dial twist of a CBS outlet. 


Reason why the nation has fallen 
down in its effort to provide maxi- 
mum service are plain, Sholis de- 
clared. The constant turn-over of 
FCC members, leading to frequent 
policy changes; the lack of radio 
knowledge on the part of some regu- 
lators; the disregard of technical 





standards; and the ignoring of 


‘Poor Country Cousins’ of Radio 


Continued from page 
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engineering experts and unchange. 
able technical phenomena. , 


Newspaper Spokesmen 


Earlier last week the law-makers 
heard spokesmen for the newspaper. 
radio group plead for protection 
against Commish discrimination, 4 
legislative declaration that no ap.- 
plication can be turned down merely 
because of his other business inter. 
est, religion, race, or identi‘y wag 
sought by Sidney M. Kaye, Harold 
Hough, and Thomas D. Thatcher, 
leaders of the fight to stave off an 
arbitrary ban against newspapers in 
the broadcasting business. Refusal 
of the Commish to act on approxi- 
mately 65 pleas filed by publishers 
was denounced by Kaye, as discrimi- 
nation enough, while Hough pooh- 
poohed the idea that newspaper. 
owned transmitters violate the pub- 
lic interest by noting only 169 of the 
nation’s commercial plants are af- 
filiated with the press, 


Publishers are willing to be meas- 
ured by the same yardstick as any 
other candidate for a broadcasting 
permit, Kaye assured the legislators, 
and don’t claim that a newspaper- 
owned transmitter renders any bet- 
ter service than stations under other 
control. But the line the FCC is fol- 
lowing, if carried to a logical ex- 
treme, could mean ‘a book publisher 
should not publish a magazine, a 
weekly newspaper owner should not 
publish a daily, a man who issues a 
morning newspaper should not pub- 
lish an evening, a book publisher 
may not be interested in moving 
pictures.’ Under the FCC reasoning, 
the government would effectively 
specify how public information is 
circulated, he groaned. 


Hearings were recessed until after 
the Memorial Day lay-off. 











‘Hi, Gang’ Bye-B 
|, Gang’ Bye-Bye 
Continued from page 30 


topical ditty, ‘The BBC has given 
us the Air.’ 

Bebe Daniels sang ‘Johnny Ped- 
ler,” ‘White Cliffs of Dover,’ and 
‘Texas’ in good form, her two 
weeks’ rest, under doctor’s orders, 
having done her apparent good. 


Still Gagging 


There was general ribbing of Ben 
Lyon by almost every guest artist. 
Topper was retort from Bebe to 
Ben’s crack: ‘Even on my last pro- 
grram, I make jokes.’ She ribbed: 
‘It’s your jokes that made it the last 
program.’ 

Jack Buchanan, who, unlike the 
other stars, was scriptless, told how 
since ‘Hi, Gang’ he had learned short- 
hand, and taken down all gags used 
by Oliver, so as not to use ’em, add- 
ing: ‘I should get in wrong with 
Bob Hope,’ Oliver responding: ‘Now 
that ‘Hi, Gang’ is finishing, I have 
handed over all the gags to Arthur 
Askey,.’ 

Constanee Cummings’ eulogy, sans 
trimmings, anent the wonderful 
work of the Americans in ‘Hi, Gang,’ 
was beautifully simple. 

Frances Day did clever spoof of 
Garbo. Flanagan and Allen pre- 
tended to be from the British Mu- 
seum, coming to take all the show's 
jokes baek. 


Charles Cochran bespoke sincere 
admiration for ‘Gang,’ mentioning, 
incidentally, that program was orig- 
inally devised by the BBC for the 
Forces, and has become one of the 
most popular entertainments“on the 
air for all classes. Concluding with 
remark: ‘No three people have ever 
done more to cement American and 
English friendship than Bebe 
Daniels, Vic Oliver and Ben Lyon. 
Let us have them back again soon.’ 
A sentiment that was received with 
unanimous approval. 


Finally came speeches by Bebe, 
Vic and Ben, revealing genuine re- 
gret that this was the last program, 
though they had been at it for nearly 
two years (with eight weeks break 
to allow Miss Daniels and Lyon a 
trip to Hollywood, to take a look at 
their two kids.) 


Biggest applause was elicited by 
Mary Pickford cable which read: | 

‘On behalf of all your friends in 
Hollywood, may I congratulate 
you on your record breaking run 
of ‘Hi, Gang” I am proud that 
three Americans have been able to 
help in bringing about a bit of 
cheer when laughter is so essen- 
tial, I also wish to salute all the 
brave British artists for the won- 
derful job they are doing. God 
bless Britain.’ 


And then to the Dorchester hotel 
for cocktails. « , ary 
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Broadway 


Publicist George D. Lottman quite 
ill. 
Larry Adler to be profiled in New 


Yorker mag. 

James attuck, of CBS, in the 
Navy as ensign. 

Mike Nidorf of General Amus. 
Corp. has had his Army physical. 

Ben Stein, at Medica! Arts hospital 
with pneumonia, re coming 
along. 

Alan Ladd arrived in town Mon- 
day (25), accompanied by Mrs. Ladd 
(Sue Carol). ; 

Clarence Gaskill, the songwriter, 
will troupe with Frank Fay in vaude 
as accompanist. 

Robert Benchley arrived east Fri- 
day (22) for a vacation from feature 
chores on the Coast. 

Joe Glick is company manager of 
Mike Todd’s ‘Star and Garter,’ in re- 
hearsal at the Music Box. 

Algonquin hotel, N. Y., has revised 
its menus to alter the name of Vichy- 
soisse to Potage de Gaulle. 

Olin Clark, named last week as 
new eastern story editor for Metro, 
takes over the post on June 15. 

James Cagney arrived east yester- 
day (Tuesday). Bill Cagney, star’s 
producer brother, is also in town. 

. Clark, assistant treasurer of 
RKO, convalescing in White Plains 
hospital following major operation. 

Winnie Sheehan will remain east 
on general 0.0. Former Fox produc- 
tion boss has indie film plan on the 
fire. 

Leon Peters is back with ‘Comes 
the Revelation,’ Jolson’s. Al -Hyde 
and Joe Silverman are in the box- 
office. 

Felix Ferry stalled his Monte Carlo 
Beach reopening until June 4, not 
wanting to buck the Memorial Day 
exodus. \ 

Henry Jaffe, attorney for AFRA 
and AGMA, bedded with infected 
tooth. He returned last week from 
Coast trip. 

Everett Jacobs, reaity broker, who 
died of a heart attack last week, was 
a familiar cafe socialite and w.k. 
man-about-town. 

Johh Nesbitt, Metro shorts pro- 
ducer and narrator, leaving this week 
after six days in home office huddles 
and radio matters. 

Donald MacDonald joined the cast 
of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ at the 
Fulton, succeeding Anthony Ross, 
who went into the Army. 

They took their pitcher out of the 
brig to beat the ‘Best Foot Forward’ 
team at Ft. Hamilton Sunday (24). 
Joe Harris was a ringer on the actors 
nine. 

John Joseph, Universal's ad- 
publicity chief who headquarters on 
the Coast, remains in New York 
until U’s national sales convention 
next month, 

Earl Wingart, formerly head of 
20th-Fox publicity in the east, has 
gone to Peoria, Ill., for a visit with 
relatives. Plans returning to N. Y. 
in a couple of weeks. 

Ole Olsen has donated his station 
wagon, which he has had re-equipped 
with air raid, first aid and other 
emergency ae to the town 
of Malverne, L. I., where he lives. 

Annual drive of the amusement 
division of the United Jewish Appeal, 
ef which David Bernstein, Albert 
Warner and Barney Balaban are co- 
chairmen, launched during the past 
week, 

Broadway Assn. on Monday (25) 
held ceremonies at the Savoy, film 
grind, in honor of George M. Cohan, 
who made his first N. Y. appearance 
on the site in 1901 in “The Gover- 
nor’s Son.’ 

Loudest bally on Broadway for 
the Army-Navy Relief fund drive in 
theatres is the Liberty Bell at the 
50th Street corner arranged by Ben 
Serkowich, Capito] theatre ad- 





publicity director. 


Gordon Knox, head of Princeton 
Film Center, signed Major George 
Fielding Eliot to commentary ‘Know 
Your Enemy—Japan,’ documentary 


being produced with co-op ef -the} 


American Council of the Institute of 
Pacific Relations. 

Henry Anderson, in charge of the 
insurance department at the Par 
homeoffice, was a guest speaker at 
the Atlantic coast section meeting of 
the Society of Motion Picture Engi- 
neers Thursday night (21) on opera- 
tion of theatres under wartime con- 
ditions. 

Claude Lee, Par’s director of 
— relations, left Friday (22) for 

ot Springs, Ark, where he'll be 
one of the principal speakers at the 
ITO of Arkansas convention this 
week. He will visit Dallas and 
Jacksonville on Par business before 
returning to New York. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Harst 








Mrs. Fred Lake, Jr. is the new 
head of the Better Films Council of 
St. Louis, having been elected last 
week. 

Adele Inge, who headlined ice 
show at Hotel New Yorker’s Terrace 
Room for 10 straight months, back 
at her home here. 

Woodie and Betty, roller-skating 
team, currently headlining floor 
show at Club Continental, Hotel Jef- 


ferson. Nick Stuart’s band on deck. 
co Perkins, son of the East St. 
uis 


dium owner, slighty in- 
jured when struck by a soda bottle 
eg by an irate fan at a wrestling 


Bert Stern, micwest salesmanager, 
and Thomas Thompson, district man- 





ager for UA, in town for a few days 
to huddle with Ben Robins, local ex- 
change manager. 

More than $101,000 underwritten 
for thhe guarantee fund of the Mu- 
nicipal Theatre Ass’n, which spon- 
sors al fresco entertainment in the 
Forest Park theetre. 

Tire and gas rationing will not 
hinder midget auto racing here as 
Earl Refiow, local promoter, is all 
set for the kickoff at the Walsh 
Memorial Stadium June 3. 

Mayor Roland W. Jung, Belleville, 
Ill., near here, last week revoked the 
liquor license of the Sleepy Hollow 
Club, nitery, near the Scott Field 
training base, because the place ‘was 
not operated in the best interests of 
the soldier customers.’ ' 


Washington 


Walt Disney is here at the May- 
flower for the week. 

Gene Ford, Capitel, manager, 
takes a cut next week. Tonsils. 

Since gas rationing, neighborhood 
filmeries report 15% increase over 
normal business. 


The New Willard Room at the ho- 
tel of that name has opened and is 
attracting plenty of trade. 

Les Brown’s orchestra comes this 
week at Maria Kramer’s Victory 
Room in the Hotel Roosevelt. 

On June 2 Bernie Cummins’ or- 
chestra and Jane Pickens open for 
two weeks at Herb Sach’s Del Rio. 

Pavl Schwarz of Local 161, Musi- 
cians Union, will lead the fight on 
Capitol Hill to retain WPA project. 

Dorothy Lamour in town for Red 
Cross Motor Corps benefit. Brought 
Evelyn Tyner with her as accom- 
panist. 

Washington’s only open-air and 
drive-in theatre, on the Richmond 
Pike, off 50% over 1941 due to gas 
rationing. 

Treasury announced Kate Smith 
sold $87,000 in bonds at recent rally. 
She was her own best customer, tak- 
ing $50,000 worth. 

Sam Wheeler, 20th Century-Fox 
manager, shopping for a Washington 
Stage Door Canteen. Heads Variety 
club’s committee to find a site. 

Thelma Strabel, who wrote orig- 
inal for Cecil B. DeMille’s ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind,’ swapped hors d’ouvres 
and such with critics at Variety Club. 

Luise Rainer sold Government 
bonds here last week at the Carlton. 
She was here for a broadcast on the 
part women are playing in this war. 

Join Twist and Robert Fellows, 
RKO radio writer and producer, 
respectively, here in conference with 
War Department on proposed pic- 
ture, 

Frank P. Morse, ex-drama critic, 
Henry Maller biographer, stock brok- 
er and former captain in fhe Army, 
probably going back as Army ‘spé- 
cialist.’ 

Gracie Barrie coming back to the 
Earle as soloist with hubby Dick Sta- 
bile’s band. She served more than 
a year at this spot as featured singer 
and m.«, 

National theatre during 1941-42 
season just closing entertained more 
than 15,000 service men in this area. 








London 


Walter Ellis writing new musical 
pl.y in collaboration with Bernard 
Grun. 

Margery Vosper, sister of the late 
Frank Vosper. has gone in for play- 
brokering. 

Morton Fraser has shelved his 
mouth organ to join the Royal Ar- 
tillery as gunner. 

Bert Howell, still in German in- 
ternment camp, sends greetings to 
his show business friends. 

Having launched three shows suc- 
cessfully in the West End, Tom Ar- 





Beatrix Lehmann on lookout ‘or 
suitable American or Russian play to 


direct while appearing in ‘Jam 
Today.’ 
South African actress Audrey 


Boyes wedding Squadron Leader C. 
G. Peterson of the American Eagle 
Squadron. 

Bud Flanagan being painted by 
artist Maurice F. Codner, with pic- 
ture to be exhibited in the Royal 
Academy. 

Jack Waller auditioning talent for 
‘Let’s Face It,’ the Vinton Freedley- 
Cole Porter musical, for which he 
has the English rights. 

Fred Latham, formerly with Jack 
Harris and lately with Henry Hall, 
has joined the Navy as a signalman 
on anti-submarine trawler. 

‘Gone With the Wind’ in its third 
year at Metro’s Ritz, Leicester 
Square, will continue its run even 
after pic is generally released in 
June. 

Toni Bernard is call boy at Lon- 
don Hippodrome, where his father, 
Peter Bernard, is appearing in ‘Get 
a Load of This,’ the George Black 
+ musical. 

Third epic for Tommy Trinder un- 
der four-pic deal with Michael Bal- 
con is ‘The Bells Go Down,’ shoot- 
ing to start early in August at Ealing 
Studios. | 

Eric Tann, trombone leader of 
Army Ordnance Corps Blue Rockets 
Dance band, in a Midland hospital 
following accident in course of mili- 
tary duties. 

Richard Fogwell to revive ‘The 
Merry Widow’ for the sticks, with 
Evelyn Laye in the Lily Elsie role. 
Show comes to West End if a theatre 
can be found. : 

Eric Wollheim talking about pro- 
moting bankroll to operate the Lon- 
don Casino, in which he was former- 
ly associated with Clifford Fischer as 
nitery-theatre. 

Max Miller’s first picture for 
Anglo-Ametfican Films follows the 
Flanagan and Allen epic some time 
in July, at Rock Film studias, Den- 
ham. It'll be titled ‘Asking For 
Trouble.’ 

George Carden, signed by Tom Ar- 
nold for his new revue, ‘Sky High,’ 
which Walter Crisham is producing 
as well as starring in, is a ringer for 
Crisham, and they are often taken 
for brothers. 

Clarence Belisha, cousin of Leslie 
Hore-Belisha, former War Minister, 
is to finance another revue for the 
West End. His last venture was pro- 
duced at the Vaudeville theatre some 
years ago and wasn’t profitable. 

Charles King, whe became gen- 
;eral manager for Tom Arnokd on 
| death of Harry Sylvester during one 





Now has special complimentary tick- | of London’s air raids, is son of 


ets for those in uniform. 


Charles King, of King and Benson, 


Last Saturday opened the summer | One-time notable American vaude 
season for the Shoreham Terrace. | team here. 


Floor show has Ruth Landi, Martez | 


and De Lita, and Corday and Triano. 
Barnee’s orchestra continues. 

A ‘MacArthur for President’ head- 
quarters, opened in Nationai Press 
Club building, was officially dis- 
owned by the Times-Herald, which 
gave the promoter a slug in its news 
columns. 

Nelson Eddy contributed to the 
sustaining fund of the National Sym 
phony orchestra. But the drive is 
still $14,195 short of its $106,000 goal, 
and the campaign has been extended 
indfinitely. 

Eddie Plohn, National’s manager, 
offered to buy two weeks of ‘Arsenic 


| and Old Lace for $40,000. No sale. 


He’d have won, for the mystery 


| thriller will probably top $45,000 on 


| 


| 
| 


la special 
| monster fans. If 





the fortnight. 
Munsey Trust Co. hopes to cool the 
National theatre this summer. Not 


icing plan 
it works out E 
street house will stay open during 
July and August. 

White House had a private screen- 
ing of “Mrs. Miniver.’ 
also had a look-see and entertained 
afterwards at Variety Club. Major 
Frank Capra, William Wyler, Anatole 
Litvak and Sy Bartlett among the 
previewers. Capra due for lieu- 
tenant-colonelcy in August. 

George P. Marshall, owner of the 
Washington Redskins, reported going 
into Army, denies the rumor. Prob- 
ably comes from the fact he is help- 
ing out General Serles and Col. John 
T. Taylor on sports promotions for 
Army relief. Marshall served dur- 
ing the last war in 63d regiment, reg- 
ular Army. 

Dick Coe, former assistant to Nel- 
son Bell, drama editor of the Wash- 
ington Post, has done what mighty 
few have accomplished. He was in- 
ducted into the Army and the next 
day was on the way to Fort Benning 
and the Infantry Officers’ Training 
School at that post. Union report- 
ing, Coe applied for the officers’ 
training course. Was given the usual 
I. test and goi such a high rating 
that the 13-week -period of training 
was 38 


Carter Barron | 


| 


Lou Jackson dickering with Walter 
Mycroft for film rights of Ben Tra- 
vers’ farce, ‘Rookery Nook,’ for film 
remake, to star Jack Warner and 
| Eddie Gray in the Tom Walls-Ralph 
|Lynn roles which they created at 
Aldwych some 16 years ago. 

Vernon Sylvaine’s ‘Worth a Mil- 
lion,’ farce which he has turned into 
| musical, with Eddie Horan supplying 
| the tunes, was to have been Bobby 





| Howes’ next vehicle for the West | 


|End under the Jack Hylton banner, 
| but English star turned it down. 
| Herbert..Masoa, hetter known. as 
film director, although he originally 
|started as vaudeville unit producer 
| for Gaumont-British picture houses, 
|has gone back to his first love. He’s 
producing new revue for Killick and 
| Jack de Leon at .se Comedy theatre. 
Following his success in “The Fore- 


‘ ‘Ot | man Went to France,’ Tommy Trin- | 
|with a regulation system, but with 
supplementing 


der is to appear in another Ealing 
production, “The Bellis Go Down,’ 
written around the Auxiliary Fires 
Service in London. Title means the 
| ringing of a fire alarm. Production 
starts early in the summer. 





| Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





girl life guards for first time. 

Glenn Miller scheduled for return 
Prom Ballroom one-nighter June 1. 

Bill Elson, indie circuit owner, out 
of hospital and on road to recovery. 

Sinclair Lewis to teach writing 
seminar at University of Minnesota 
next fall. 

Ace Brigode orchestra at Excelsior 
Amusement Park for indefinite en- 
gagement. 

Stanley Soderberg, former Uni- 
versal booker, stationed at Camp 
Ripley, Minn. : 

Charlie Weiner, P.R.C. distributor, 
to Mayo clinic, Rochester, Minn., for 
general checkup. 

‘Murder in the Old Red Barn’ into 
Hotel Dyckman Elizabethian room 
for indefinite run. 





Don Conley, of local staff, seventh 


nold went off to Scotland for fishlng. | 


nationally among Columbia salesmen 
in ‘Victory Sales campaign. 

Band leader Tony Di Pardo wedded 
to his orchestra’s singer, Ann Ryan, 
on bandstand at Hotel Nicollet Min- 
nesota Terrace. 

Orpheum theatre has Horace Heidt, 
Phil Harris, Eddy Duchin, Ozzie Ne}- 


for ensuing months. 

After a few days here following 
a winter in the south, W. A. Steffes 
to depart for his northern Minnesota 
estate for the summer. 

Sol Yeager, former Universal of- 
fice-manager here and recently RKO 
Salesman qut of Omaha, now in 


Jimmy Hegg, veteran Curly’s nit- 
ery emcee and singer, recovered 
from strep infection which had him 


hospitalized for long siege. He's now 
back on job. 
Charlie Weiner, P.R.C. branch 


manager, out of hospital after treat- 
ment for foot ailment which pre- 
vented him from attending com- 
pany’s sales convention in Los An- 


Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 








Harry Volk back as advertising di- 
rector of Steel Pier. 

Harry Norton, resident hotel man- 
ager, in City hospital following hand 
operation. 

Tom Endicott, Jr., son of nitery 

owner, is ill in Marine Corps hos- 
pital, San Diego, Calif. 
. Alex Bartha’s band opens season’s 
engagement at Stee] Pier on Memo- 
rial holiday, to supplement visiting 
name bands. 

Sally Sloan, publicity director for 
Royal Palms, Miami, for p&st eight 
years, returns as p.a. for local Ritz 
Cariton hotel for summer. 

William Hamilton, former manager 
ot Ambassador hoiei, who now op- 
erates 11 hotels of Schroeder chain 
in midwest, here for several days. 

Atlantic City Symphony orchestra, 
which concluded series of four con- 
certs tonight (27), ended first season 
in black, so will continue next year. 

City Commission deliberating on 
Frank Gravatt’s idea of having large 
canvas curtains at boardwalk rail- 
ings to screen lights, especially auto 
headlights, from shining out to sea. 


Memphis 


By Harry Martin 








Fred Sears’ contract as Little The- 
atre director renewed for second sea- 
son, 

Clyde Westbrook, showman-mayor 
of Cleveland, Miss., ailing in local 
hospital. 

Lucy Monroe’s ‘Victory Sing’ for 
war bonds packed Overton Park 
amphitheatre. 

S. S. President here from St. Louis 
for week of river dance boat excur- 
sions. First of season. 

Phil d’Rey, former local ventril- 
oquist, now managing Talk o’ the 
Town nitery in Peoria. 

Nick Causey, ex-manager at 
Strand, now dispatcher at Municipal 
Airport for Southern Air Sefvices. 

Memphis Symphony counted noses, 
found it had lost nine musicians and 
two members of board of directors 
to active war duty. 

Bing Crosby, in between trains, 
window-shopped on Main street, tovk 
|a stray soldier to eat ribs at Johnny 
Mills’ famous joint on Beale street. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 











Municipal bathing beaches to have | 


Harry Finleys—pop’s connected 
| with the Allison circuit—have just 
| cradled a boy. 

| Two Film Row salesmen, Jimmy 


Nash,. of -UA,..and..Charlie _Dartic. 
| WB, hospitalized. 

| Drive-In Theatre, as well as | 
| Harris houses, now admitting all 


| service men free. 

| Marian Kalson and Al Katz, man- 
ager of WB’s Center theatre, to be 

| married in August. 


| 

Club for two-week engagement be- 
|ginning Friday (29). 

| Norman Twigger, WCAE news- 
caster, will enter U. of Pittsburgh 
medical schoo] in the fall. 

Don Liberto, Pittsburgh dancer, 
has a featured spot in new Rodgers 
and Hart Musical, ‘All’s Fair.’ 

Henry I. Orringer, steward at 
Roosevelt hotel, commissioned a 
second lieutenant in Air Corps. 

Tommy Dorsey booked for week 
at Stanley when he winds up current 
engagement at Hotel Astor (N. Y.) 
Roof. 

Playhouse has more than 100 ap- 
plications for director’s berth va- 
cated by Fred Burleigh’s induction 
into the Army. 

Tony Stern, C. J. Latta, Joe Free- 
man, Ben Steerman, Art England 
and Dinty Moore off for Canada and 
10-day fishing trip. 

Giff Bixbee, WCAE engineer who's 
been in the Army for months, ap- 


at Fort Monmouth, N. J. 

Johnny Harris back from a 
month’s visit in Hollywood. Wife 
and son, who have been out there a!! 
winter, accompanied him home. 

Harold Weinberger, former M-G 
office here, later assistant 
director at Metro studio and now 





o.m. at L. A. branch, here visiting. 


son and Paul Whiteman underlined | 


Army and stationed at Fort Bragg, | 
N. C 


Hollywood 


_ Mrs. Charles P. Skouras recover- 
ing from minor surgery. 
A. M. Botsford arrived from New 
York to h.q. at 20th-Fox studio. 
Paulette Goddard back from an 
Army recruiting tour of the east. 
Max King, Monogram producer, 





, hospitalized for an X-ray checkup. 


Nan Merriman te Cincinnati for a 


| tryout in the Summer Opera com- 


pany. 

Judy Canova shoved off for a 
bond-selling tour of the midwestern 
states. 

Betty Bowen, screen actress, di- 





voreed William Ward Arnold, film 


plaver. 


Frank Albertson, screen 


actor, 


| divorced by Virginia Shelley, film 
| actress, 


Sammy Walsh booked into Yacht | 


Bob Crosby's band outslugged Jan 
Savitt’s orchestra in a baseball game, 
18 to 16. 

Kenneth M. Young in town to han- 
die Coast business for Pathe labo- 
ratories. 

Helene Costello filed a bankruptcy 
petition listing $2,758 in debts and 
$210 in assets, 

Max Hayes, once a film producer, 
moved into the Kline-Howard agency 
as an associate. 

Ray Milland to Mexico City to at- 
tend the Mexican premiere of ‘Reap 
the Wild Wind.’ 

Pauline Garon’s $11,000 damage 
suit against a beauty shop to be set- 
tled out of court. 

Otto Kruger returning to 
work after playing in “The 
Down’ on Broadway, 

Ilka Chase going on a coast-to- 
coast lecture tour when she finishes 
her film job at Warners. 

Private Lew Ayres to be trans- 
ferred to a medical replacement cen- 
tre at Camp Bartley, Tex. 

David O. Selznick returned to his 
desk after a month of material and 
talent hunting in New York, 

Samuel S. Hinds recovering from 
an eye operation which will keep 
him from work for two months. 

Martha Raye of films and Joan 
Brooks of radio putting on two 
wen of bowling matches for the 

Edgar Selwyn recuperating at 
home after a long siege in the hos- 
pital and resuming at Metro in a 
month. 

Irving Bacon, who never worked 
on a newspaper, is playing his 15th 
reporter role in ‘Happy Go Lucky’ at 
Paramount, 

Richard Bennett celebrated his 
50th year as an actor and his 72d 
birthday with his daughters, Con- 
stance and Joan. 

Natalie Talmadge, former wife of 
Buster Keaton, asked court to change 
the surnames of their two sons from 
Keaton to T. ¥ 

Rita Hayworth announced a prop- 
erty settlement with her husband, 
Edward Judson, preparatory to an 
uncontested divorce. 


icture 
oon Is 





San Francisco 





Femme band, Florence and her 
Priority Girls, has moved into Sir 
Francis Drake Persian Room. 

Al Fourmet, formerly a manager 
for Redwood Theatres, has taken 
over operation of the Shastona, Mt 
Shasta, from that circuit. 


Guy Kibbee made honorary mem- 
ber of National Association of Blind 
Artists here by Mary Cook Cowerd, 
of San Francisco, founder. 


Paul Weiss has purchased the Cort- 
land theatre, a neighborhood house, 
supplanting Frank Jaimes, vho ope- 
rated the theatre on a lease basis. 

Aaron Goldberg circuit has swit- 
ched Nathan Grossman from man- 
ager of Oakland Newsreel to same 
post at San Francisco Newsreel, giv- 
ing Oakland assignment to D. O. 
Downing: 

Hulda McGinn, secretary -mdnager, 
California Theatres Association, has 
arranged for establishment of a can- 
teen in association’s office to care 
for theatrical district in event of 
emergency. 

Meredith Willson, 








former San 
| Franciscan and now NBC music di- 
|rector in Hollywood, returns here 
| June 30 to direct San Francisco Sym- 
| phony in opener of summer series of 
| ‘pop’ concerts. 


| 
. J - 
| Miami 


By Leslie Harris 








Lyman Cammeron, WiIOD 
nouncer, out. 

Bobby Kelly, Mother Kelly’s son, 
now in the army. 

Roy Hanson, WWPG spieler, has 
joined staff of WKAT. 

Ursula Parrott, the author, vaca- 
——. after peddling ‘Army Wife’ 
to M-G. 

Murry Farrell, former WQAM an- 
nouncer, now a lieutenant at McDiill 
Field, Tampa. 


sn- 





| 


| 


Jimmie’s has dropped floor show. 


pointed to officer’s candidate school | Will try continuous music policy re- 


mainder of summer. 
Army Officers Training School 
readying air show to be offered local 


| station providing best tacilities. 


| films G 





Steve Hannagan’s office here claims 

yermany reported were made 

in Miami showing soldiers and fem- 

mes on a lark were made in Cali- 
fornia. 
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Wednesday, May 27, 1942 





OBITUARIES 





JOSEPH L. KEITH 
Joseph (Joey) Keith, 44, died of 
bacteria endocarditis May 24 at Jer- 
sey City Medical Center. 
Details in legit section. 





EMANUEL FEUERMANN 

Emanuel! Feuermann, 39, one of the 
world’s greatest cellists, died in N. Y. 
May 25 following a minor operation 
10 days before. His American debut 
was made seven years ago, but he 
had achieved fame in 1913 when, at 
the age of 11, he played with the 
Vienna Symphony under Felix Wein- 
gartner. Feuermann, born in Aus- 
tria, was appointed, at 15, a teacher 
at the Cologne Conservatory, where 
he remained until 1923. He returned 
there in 1929 and taught until Hitler 
came into power. 

Feuermann’s debut in America was 
made Jan. 2, 1935, with the N. Y. 
Philharmonic under Bruno Walter. 
His visit was brief, being only six 
weeks, but he also gave two N. Y. 
Town Hall recitals. He returned to 
tour next season, and gave other 
Town Hal! recitals. In February and 
March, 1938, he appeared four times 
with the National Orchestral Assn., 
playing 13 works for cello and or- 
chestra. " 

In the fall of 1938 Feuermann took 
up permanent residence in the U. S. 
He owned what was reputedly the 
last cello made by ° Stradivarius, 
valued at $35,000. He had been heard 
frequently in recitals throughout the 
country and in all N. Y.’s most im- 
portant music centers. 

Widow, four-year-old daughter and 
a brother, a violinist, survive. 





JOHN R. BRINKLEY 

John R. Brinkley, 56, died May 26 
at Del Rio, Texas, in his sleep after 
a long illness following an amputa- 
tion of one leg. As radio advertiser 
and radio station operator the pic- 
turesque ‘doc’ first in Kansas and 
later at the Mexican border con- 
ducted a wholesale trade in opera- 
tions, mostly for prostate gland cases 
among elderly farmers. His methods 
placed him in lifelong conflict with 
the American Medical Association, 
which called him a quack. His ‘di- 
plomas’ were without general rec- 
ognition. 

Brinkley came surprisingly close 
to being elected Governor of Kan- 
sas in 1930, after which he organ- 
ized and operated a _ 150,000-watt 
station in Mexico, but getting his 
mail and money orders in the U.S.A. 
He had medical literature, symptom 
charts, pills and whatnot for sale iff 
addition to operations and hospital 
facilities. 


the park, and a daughter, Mrs. R. J. 
Rosenberry, vice president and 
treasurer, survive. 





LEON R. CIEUCICH 

Leon R. Cieucich, 41, announcer 
for WHOM, Jersey City, was killed 
May 20, when his car collided with a 
truck in Newark. 

Before going to WHOM, two years 
ago, Cieucich was for 13 years with 
WAAT. He celebrated his 15th an- 
niversary in radio this year and 
on March 15, was given a testimonial] 
dinner in New York. 

Widow, two sons and a daughter 
survive. 





EARL STEINMETZ 
Earl Steinmetz, 27, screen actor, 
died May 22 in Los Angeles of in- 
juries sustained while working in a 
Universal picture at Metropolitan 
airport. His neck was broken by 
an airplane wing. 





CLIFFORD HOWARD 

Clifford Howard, 73, author, book 
reviewer and technical adviser on 
motion pictures, died May 1° in 
Hollywood following a heart attack. 
One of his books was a life of 
Christ, which was used extensively 
as background material for the Cecil 
B. DeMille picture, ‘King of Kings.’ 
Surviving is his widow. 





* FRED AUGER 

Fred Auger, 57, music publishers’ 
contactman for 33 years, dropped 
dead suddenly yesterday (Tuesday) 
in Boston. He had represented Berg- 
man, Vocco & Conn four years in the 
Hub city. He was previously with 
Leo Feist, Inc., for 28 years. 





Cc. ROY HUNT 
C. Roy Hunt, general manager 
of KOIN and president of KALE, 
Portland, Ore., died May 20 at Riv- 
erside, Cal. He had been ill for 
some time. He had been associated 
with KOIN since 1929. 





NATHANIEL McCARTY 
Nathaniel McCarty, 68, veteran 
theatre operator in Michigan, died 
at his home in Grand Rapids, Mich., 
May 19. For the past 15 years he had 
operated the Galewood theatre there. 





Joseph Silverman, husband of 
Ruby Silverman, employee of the 
Paramount exchange, San Francisco, 
for 24 years, and now head of its 
contract department, died at their 
Lafayette, Cal., home from a heart 
attack. He had been ill for a num- 
ber of years. 





Before ill health, bankruptcy, in- 
ternal revenue suits and other | 
trouble beset him ‘Doc’ Brinkley had 
private yachts, aeroplanes and a col- | 
lection of diamonds that were eye- 
popping. 





ROBERT C. HORNING 
Funeral services weve held Mon- 
day (25) for Robert C. Horning, 
veteran Jamestown, Pa., theatre 
manager, who died May 21, at 56. 


Surviving are his widow, daughter, 


son, brother and three sisters. 
Born in Ashland, Pa., Horning was 

a member of the town band for 

several years, entering the theatre 


business as an usher with Wilmer & | 


Vincent houses at Reading, Pa. He 
became affiliated with the Shea 
chain® 27 years ago in Akron and 
Canton, O., before going to James- 
town 25 years ago as manager of 


Shea’s A few years ago the Roose- | 


velt went under his wing. For 


several summers during the height | 


of its popularity, Horning managed 
the Celoron Park theatre. He had 
been. on a leave of absence since 
January due to illness. 





JAY GEORGE BROWN 

Jay George Brown, oldtime labor 
leader, friend of the Jate Samuel 
Gompers and Clarence Darrow, for- 
mer prexy of Motion Pictures Op- 
erators Union Local 154 of Seattle 
and business agent of Theatrical 
Federation in Seattle, died May 21 
in Seattle. He had also been sec- 
retary-treasurer of the Farmer La- 
bor party, with headquarters in 
Chicago, and was named by Presi- 
dent Wilson on the War Labor board 
during the first World War. He had 
been active in labor ranks for over 
50 years. 

GEORGE SINCLAIR 

George Sinclair, 76, owner of Mey- 
ers Lake Park, amusement park 
near Canton, O., died May 21. He 
owned the park 19 years and was 
president of the Meyers Lake Park 
Co., which operates the amusement 
center. He was a park man all his 
life. His wife, a son, Carl, who is 
secretary and general manager of 




















| ; 
| Greaza 
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for a possible successor who will 
eventually get the title of national 
executive secretary. 
4 A’s More Firmly at Helm 

With Greaza functioning as na- 
| tional executive leader, Four A’s is 
| now more firmly in the AGVA ad- 
ministrative saddle. Since last 
| month, Kenneth Thomson, executive 
| secretary of the Screen Actors Guild, 
has been keeping a supervisory eye 
over the Los Angelcs and San Fran- 
cisco branches. 
| Among the steps in the AGVA re- 
| organization will be a_ national 
| election of officers and board as soon 
|as feasible. When the Four A’s re- 
| cently took over the administration 
| of the variety performers unions, 
| AGVA’s national board was dis- 
| solved and the national officers were 


superseded by the Four A’s, with the | 


| latter also taking over the adminis- 
tration of AGVA’s bank balance, 
although not without a minor 
skirmish with Griffin. Latter refused 
to sign over the coin, but the Four 
A’s got around this opposition by 
having Henry Dunn, AGVA’s na- 
tional treasurer, and Billy Glason, 
national board member, signature 
the transfer of the bank balance, 

Another step in the reorg will 
probably be a closer working ar- 
rangement with the Artists Repre- 
sentatives Assn., leading agency 
group in the vaude-nitery field. 
Jonas TT. Silverstone, national 
counsel of AGVA, has been working 
towards a reapproachement with the 
agents for some time. 

Among the first steps in the re- 
organization was the appointment of 
Matt Shelvey, formerly AGVA rep 
in Miami, as national organizer to 
straighten out the rather chaotic 
affairs in the San Francisco branch. 
At the same time, Silverstone left 
for Detroit, to attempt to set things 
straight in Detroit where AGVA’s 
internal affairs are likewise in a 
turbulent state. 





MARRIAGES 


Mary England to Norman Huhn, in 
Pittsburgh, May 25. Groom owns 
the Grandview theatre, Pittsburgh, 
and is son of Paul Huhn, veteran 
exhibitor in that city. 


Jane Torgler to Robert Nicholson, 
in Buffalo, May 8. He’s a singer, 
arranger and member of WGR- 
WKBW (Buffalo) house band. 


Carey James Tucker to Lee John- 
son, April 28, in Shreveport, La. 
Johnson is violinist and featured vo- 
calist with Everett Hoagland’s orch. 


Betty Riopelle to Marshall Morse, 
in Detroit, May 18 She is on staff of 
CKLW, Windsor, Ont. He is in U. S. 
Air Corps. 

Gabrielle Syrocky to Gali Gali, in 
Los Angeles, May 21. Groom is a 
magician; she’s his assistant, 

Priscilla Lane to Lieut. Joseph 

Howard, in Las Vegas, Nev., May 22. 
Bride is film star; groom is a bom- 
bardier instructor. 
Betty Shay to Ted Corday, May 11, 
in New York City. She's a produc- 
tion assistant and in charge of audi- 
tions at NBC; he was NBC staff di- 
rector, inducted into the Army last 
week, 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Dale Tysinger, son, 
in Pittsburgh, May 19. Father is 
manager of Shea’s Orpheum theatre 
in McKees Rocks, Pa. 

Mr. and Mrs. William (‘Whitey’) 
Sharbo, daughter, in Pittsburgh, May 
20. Father is with Etzi Covato orch 
at Villa Madrid, Pittsburgh. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward C, Calligan, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 18. 
Mother was Anne Jamieson, radio 
singer; father’s a Hollywood agent. 
Mr. and Mrs. Herbert C. Rice, 
daughter, in Buffalo, May 19. Father 
is program director at WGR-WKBW, 
Buffalo, 

Mr. and Mrs. William Wyler, 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 22. 
Mother is Margaret Tallichet, screen 
actress; father’s the film director. 
Mr. and Mrs. John C. Flinn, Jr., 
daughter, in Hollywood, May 19. 
Father is on Warners publicity staff 
and a son of the executive secretary 
of the Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers, 

Mr. and Mrs. Ward Wilcox, daugh- 
ter, in San Antonio, May 11. Father 
is head of sales staff at KTSA, San 
Antonio, 


Writes to 0. F. F. 
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tain their service, their personnel 
and their equipment with the re- 
duced revenues and a constantly 
growing volume of free time? Is this 
asked by our Government from any 
other industry? Why the radio? 


I believe that the Office of Facts 
and Figures could handle just such 
a proposition and that all the Gov- 
ernment agencies, not only the war 
agencies, but the Farm Bureaus, 
WPA, Treasury Department, Social 
Security, Employment Department 
and numerous others now receiving 
free time, should all be allocated by 
the O.F.F, 


My suggestion would be that the 
Government, through your depart- 
ment, buy one hour a day on each 
station at the hourly rate and that it 
be divided into four quarters, one 
quarter hour early in the morning 
during the Farm programs, one 
quarter hour around the noon time, 
one quarter hour in the mid-after- 
noon and one quarter hour in the 
evening and that all the Government 
work be directed into these four 
here programs, 

It is quite true, what Chairman Fly 
| of the FCC says, that 60% of the 
| people depend on radio for informa- 
tion. Personally, I think it is even 
| Sreater and I believe it is so vitally 
| important in the conduct of the war 
|and the importance of accelerating 
its operation, that radio stations 
| Should be given every possible help 
and I am sure that they will ‘deliver 
the goods.’ ‘ 


WSKB covers a population of from 
400,000 to 500,000 population and is 
doing a good job in coverage and 
programs. There are fully 500 radio 
stations in our class and they can 
cover fully 80% of the listening audi- 
ences at a very low cost to our Gov- 
ernment and at the same time, our 
Government weuld assist these sta- 
tions to improve their service, main- 
tain their equipment and keep them 
well organized to serve the Nation 
in this great ernergency. 

An expression from you will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 
George Blumenstock, 
Manager, WSKB, 250 Watts. 
c/o James Lawrence Fly, F.C.C., 
Washington, D. C, 





| 








Palladium 
Harry James Ore 
Seven Seas 
Chief Sautini 
Malua 
Nohealani 
Eddie Bush Ore 


Stanley Wheeler 
Charlie Openut 

Slapsy Maxies 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Jack Waldron 
Penny Piper 
Benny Lessy 
Billy Reed 


* Club Bali 
Van Kirk 
Tanya Tamara 
Simpsons 
Baliettes (8) 
Tommy Nunez Orc 
Earle Hanson Ore 

Don Lanning’s 
Roberta Sherwood 
Marie Lewis 
Louis Hatch Ore 
Five O'Clock Club 
Cy Landry 
Sonya Shaw 
Sgt Green 
Mort Dennis Ore 
Fabian Storey Orc 

Jimmie’s 
Myles Bell 
Spauldings (3) 
Rous Bros 
Luckeyettes (6 
Les Robinson Ore 


Kitty Davis’s 


_ Bills Next Week 
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Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Plumer Ore 
Streets of Paris 
Art Tatum 
Chas Evans 
Wingy Manone Oro 
Swannee Inn 
Mead ‘Lux’ Lewis 
Loumel Morgan 8 
Trianon 
Ella Fitzgerald Ore 
Trouville 
Billy Holiday 








Willie Shore 


Harlem Hi'landers 
3 Dots & Dash 
Men of Rhythm 


Ciub Bali 


Los Caballeros 
Demar & Denis 
Balilovelies 
Emil Boreo 
Mary Jane Brown 
Penny Davis 

Ore 


Alan Fielding 
Ben Franklin 
Monta Monteria 
Richard Stuart 
Flora Sea 
Gracie Wynne 
Bud Williams 
Babs Ryan Co 
Leo Zollo 
Benny the Bum’s 
Susan Lane 
Phyllis Foster 
Carlotta Smith 
Diane Gould 
El Gouchos 
Cadillac Tavern 
Henrique & And's 
3 Loose Nuts 
Marcella Marchand 
Shades of Rhythm 
Bunny LeRoy 
Harold Cummings 
Anita James 
Harry Dobbs Ore 


Carroll's 


Gaines Orc 
Carrollettes 
Geo Krinog 
Amy Alberts 
Kay Hamilton 
Lewis & Van 
Lloyd & Janig 
Johnny Cahill 


College inn 
Thunderbolts 
Parker Sis 
Grace Edwards 
Scary Gavin 
Crescent (5) 
Jerry Delmar Ore 


Di Pintos 


3 Aces & Queen 
Kirk & Lawrence 
Jewell Ella 
Louise Hamilton 
Audrey Joyce Gis 
4 Rollers 
Leonard Cooke 
Eddie King Ore 
Embassy 
Billy Hey 
Franco & Beryl 
Marbara Bannister 
Jane Mathews 
Geo Clifford 
Teddy Holiday 
Pat Sherlin Ore 
(H Walton Roof) 
Costaine & Barry 
Herbert Curbello Or 
Helen Standish 
Don Richards 
Carmen D'Antonio 
Peggy Loeb 
Glamour Gls 
Helen Heath 
Bob Neller 
Eddie De Luca Ore 
Jam Session 
Billy Kretchmer 
George Lutz 
Teddy Walters 
Hopkins’ Rathskelles 


Pat Bernard’s 8 D 
Little Joe & Tiny Lo 
Margie Drummond 
Day, Dawn & Dusk 
Chick Mullery 
Dave Gold Ore 
Lawler’s Swing Bar 
Jimmy Allen 
Isabelle Daniels 
Wendell Mason 
3 Lads & 3 Lassies 
Lexington Casino 
Hep Cats (6) 
Daisy Mae 
Ralph Lewis 
Paui Kane 
Johny Carus 
Margie Barlow 
Garvin Buschell O 


Lido Venice 


Frankie Belasco 
Carmenettes (4) 
Ted Oliver Ore 
Little Rathskeller 
Ann Howard 
Jackie Lee 
Toppers 
Deloyd Mackaye 
Victor Hugo’s Oro 
Lou’s Chancellor Bar 
Susan Lange 
Curt Weiler 4 
Ronnie Thompson 
Mayos 
Rhythmatires 
Rose Venuti (3) 
Minstrel! Tavern 





Lee & Lester 
Spirits of Rhythm 


MIAMI 


Rhoda Chase 
Robinson & Martin 
Jerry Lawton 
Silver's Orc 
Mother Kelly’s 

Jack Eby Ore 
600 Club 
Mall 
Lane 


Paul 


Hal Ore 


Vanderbilt Hotel 
(Page Pago Rom) 
Terry Lynn 
Gail McDonald 
Andre Villon 
Wally Wanger Co 
D Schrader Orc 

Winnile’s Riptide 
Cliff Winehill 


Ben Perr 

June De Voe 
Marie Stanley 
Patricia Parker 
Crawford Parker 
House Line (6) 


PHILADELPHIA 
Alpine Musical Anita Thoma 
Bar Yonder Thompson 


Ruth Haney 

Sally Foy 

Joe Lonegan 

Margie March 

Sissy Ginnie Loftus 

Ed McGoldrick, Sr 
Moravian Bar 

Bon-Bon Buddies 

Kenny Shaffer (3) 

Gloria Mann 

Dick Wade 


Murray Rhythm Bar 

Fay Ray 

Lillian Bishop 

Berl Booker 

Mary Love 

Roni Carr 

Dotty King Oro 
Nell Dieghan’s 


Lloyd Mann 
Hollyw'd Brunettes 
Frank Murtha 
Ferdinand the Bull 
Dorothy Mayo 

La Fleur & Manners 
Rhythm Maniacs 
Geo Marchetti Ore 


Old Falls Tavern 


Music Hall Gis (3) 
Harry Holly 
Billy Hays Ore 
Al Blank 

Open Door Cafe 
Shannon & Mein 
Guardsmen (8) 
Marion 
Irving Jacobs 
Jeanettes (12) 
Viola Klaiss Ore 


Old Mill Inna 


Morse Sis 
Joe Ritchie 
Jock Downie 
Carlos & Car’cita 
Monya Alba 
Bob Tolley 
Frank Palumbo’s 
Frankie Schluth 
Sophisticates (3) 
Henry Patrick 
Yvonettes 
Gloria French 
Karll 
Kaye & Grey 
Rainbow Terrace 
(Strafford, Pa) 
Gene Eyman Orc 
Ritz Carlton 
Howard Lanin Ore 
Roman Grille 
Elaine & James 
Jean Ware 
Gloria Dale 
Billy Kelly 
Jack Yson Ore 
Rendezvous 
(Hotel Senator) 
Shadrach Boys 
International (3) 
River Drive Ter 
Dick Wharton Orc 


Silver Lake Inn 


Col Geo Reed 
Gaylord & Norma 
Jack Digitono 
Alice Lucey 

Jack Herman 
Frank Hassel Ore 


a 


Stamp’s 
Cy White 
Bella Belmont 
Arnold & Lamont 


Lonnie Vale 
H’wood Blondes 
Carney Sis 

Sun Ray Gardens 
Kitty Aelming Ore 
Music Hall Gis (3) 
June Van 

Wade & Wade 
Warren Boden 
Beatrice & Danny 
Betty Gaynor 
Agnes Willis 


69th St. Rathskeller 
Babe La Tour 
Montey Cornog 
Marie Darling 
Princess Chang Lee 
Ray & Peggy 
Tony Bennett Ore 

Swan Club 
Pussy De Carmo 
Lunatrix (2) 
Jack Curtis 
Grace Collins 
Dotty Brennan 
Vincent Rizzo Ore 
Duke McHale 
Edith Delaney 
Lee Bohn 
Marty Bohn 

Town Tavern 
Joe Campo 
Nick Petite 
Carney Sis 
Johnny Gullfoyle 
Len Parker 

20th Century 





Ed McGoldrick, Jr. 


Sally La Marr 


Marjorie Hyams 

Harry McKay 

TransAtlantic L’ge 

Paul Kane 

Pen Fay 

Eleanor Landy 
Venice Grill 

Nick Varallo Ore 

Mildred Gilson 


Walter Walters 
Warwick Hotel 
Roy Morton Ore 


— 


Weber’s Hof Brag 
Camden 
Terry Baldwin 
3 Co-Eds 
Geo Corello 
Lasher Sis 
Ralph Corabi 
Temple City (4) 
guice Flacco’s Ore 
aths’r Eldoradia 
Dave Pierson ” 
Yacht Club 
Danny Mont 
Xatherine cine 
Helen Jerrico 
Renee Alden 
Victor Nelson Ore 





PITTSBURGH 


Arlington Lodge 
Phil Cavezza Ore 
June Gardner 
Bill Medio 


Balconades 
Lou Merédith Ore 
Green's 
Johnny McGee Ore 
Lynne Richards 
Alen Gerard 
3 M's 
Blue Ridge Inn 
Lou Lucky Ore 
Priscilla Scott 
Jack & Jill 
Cozy Harris 
Cornell Cooper 
Woogte Club 
Alice Brooks Ore 
Boog Sherman 
Maxie Simon 
Buddy Biaine 
Racehorse Williams 
Harry Comorado 
Cork and Bottle 
Nelson Maples 
Coionial 
Art Farrar Ore 
Eddie Peyton's 
Geo Overholt Orc 
Eddie Peyton 
Marion Muller 
Jean Laverne 
51 Club 
Lyda Rodnok 
Max Tarshia 
Pat McCauley 
Hotel Fort Pitt 
Ken Bailey Ore 
Johnny Mitchell 
Herry Walton 
Jessie Wheatley 


Frank Ross 
Great Walkmirs 
Dixon Bros 
Hetty, -Ge-Reund 
owar um Ore 
Jeanne Boaz 
New Hillcrest 
Benny Burton Ore 
Nixon Cate 
Al Marisco Ore 
Bob Carter 
R & E Reyes 
Callahan Sis 
Frank Paris 
Nut House 
Walter Powell Ore 
Hal & Dolly 
Ted Blake 
Orchard Ian 
Tommy Carlyn Ore 


Bob Lazar Ore 
Dale Spohrer 
Pines 
Don Rutter 
Bill LeRoy Ore 
Squirrel Coop 
Tiny Miller 
Dale Harkness 
Rddie Miller 
Billy Sloan 
Dick Broskey 
Trelon 
Frank Ramos Ore 
Yacht Club 
H Middleman Ore 
Jackie Heller 
Henny Youngman 
Mayla 
Virginia Austin 


Hotel Hen 
(silver Grill) | © P® — 
Dorothy Matthews — 
Escorts George Welles Ore 
Henrietta 


(Gay 90's) 
Dorothy Nesbitt 
Hotel 7th Avenue 
Harry Bigley 
Escorts 


Bill Clydesdale 
Howard Feiling 
Union Grill 
Sammy Walters 
frank Natale 
Mike Sandreito 
Vila Madrid 
Etzi Covato Ore 
Mark Lane 
L & E Roberts 
Nils & Nadine 
Michael Strange 
Vanettes 
Victory Lounge 
Joey Reynolds 
Freddy Rose 
Joe Allen 
Eddie Polo 
Boors Nelson 
West View Park 
Billy Yates Orc 
4 Grotefents 


Hotel Roosevelt 
Joe Vera 
Sam Bari 
Joe Petroselli 
John Bonguidi 

Hotel Schenley 
Billy Hinds Ore 
Joy Lind 

Hotel Wm Penn 

(Chatterbox) 

Chick Floyd Ore 
Edith Caldwell 
(Continental Bar) 
Frank Andrini 4 


Kennywood Park 
Johnny Messner Or 
Gladys Tell 














Duffy Canteen 


Continued from page 4 








‘emreneerseaee 
the duration of the war by Ben 
Marden; the Turf Restaurant on 
Broadway provides all the coffee the 
Canteen requires; a candy firm do- 
nates its product. What foodstuffs 
the Canteen can’t get via donations, 
it buys out of funds that have been 
and are being donated by private 
citizens, chiefly in the theatrical pro- 
fession. The dinner USAAC gave in 
honor of Alan Corelli at the Astor 
Hotel last week (19), at which 500 
guests paid their respects to the 
‘Colonel’ at $5 per, in itself raised 
$1,000 for the Canteen. The Ameri- 
can Theatre Wing, with which the 
Father Duffy Canteen is allied, also 
contributed $500 to the mobile har- 
binger of early morning cheer for 
the servicemen. 


A Wow With the Colored Boys 


It’s at the barracks for the colored 
troops, who, until the Canteen first 
rolled up, were a pretty lonely bunch 
in N. Y., that the Canteen is most 
appreciated. They wait orderly in 
line for the sandwiches, solemnly ex- 
pressing their thanks for the favors. 
It’s perhaps significant of something 
or other that nearly all the colored 
boys, most of them from the mid- 
west, ask for milk, while the white 
soldiers and seamen as a rule want 
coffee. 


The dinner for Corelli last week 
uncovered a surprise in the form of 
Father John McCormick, of St. 
Saviour Church in Brooklyn. A 
close friend of Corelli’s, but com- 
pletely unfamiliar with the Broad- 
way dais technique, the priest proved 
a thoroughly engaging wit, topping 
even former Mayor James J. Walker. 
Among others on the dais who hon- 
ored Corelli were Ed Sullivan, N. Y. 
News columnist; Judge Jonah J. Gold- 
stein and License Commissioner Paul 
Moss. With several burlesque opera- 
tors in the large audience, Cormmis- 
sioner Moss said of the closing of the 
burlesque theatres, ‘Regardless of my 
personal feelings, it was my duty as 
a public servant.’ 

Henry Dunn (Cross and) wound up 





the affair by leading the assemblage 
in singing the National Anthem. 
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Show Biz Bond Selling. Power | 


_____—__—____,,, Continued from page | 





selling in that area, At the same 
time, Arthur Mayer, who has been 
serving on the WAC without pay, 
was due in Baltimore to address the 
theatre owners of Maryland. Trips 
will be continued by various mem- 
bers of the WAC throughout the 
U. S. to rally theatre operators to 
the cause, 

Heavily discounting ‘complaints 

from exhibs in some sections of the 
country that bond selling and charity 
campaigns are becoming too fre- 
quent, and might thus burt business, 
as well as make it more difficult to 
raise coin, industry leaders have been 
pointing out to recalcitrant operators 
that they should consider themselves 
fortunate to be in the film business 
at all, in times when other indus- 
tries have been virtually crippled 
due to the nation’s war needs. 
' Giant rally War Bond campaign 
being staged in Times Square on Fri- 
day by the WAC, in cooperation with 
the Treasury Department, wili have 
as participants, George Raft, Paul- 
ette Goddard, Martha Scott, Bob 
Hope and others. 


Special Radio Bally 

Special Victory broadeast for the 
sale of Treasury Bonds. and Savings 
Stamps will be presented over the 
Mutual network Friday (29) with a 
cast including Red Skelton, Edward 
Arnold, Rise Stevens, John Nesbitt 
and Irene Manning. Robert Poole 
will speak as representative of the 
Independent Theatre Owners Asso- 
ciation. 

Program was arranged by Howard 
Dietz on behalf of the Department 
of Treasury, to stimulate the drive 
in motion picture theatres through- 
out the United States. 


Coast’s $235,008 Weekly 
Hollywood, May 26. 

Motion Picture Committee for 
Hollywood, representing the U. S. 
Treasury’s War Savings Staff, is 
turning in a weekly total of $235,000 
for the Government’s war chest. Of 
this sum, $135,000 is subscribed 
weekly through the payroll savings 
plan and the other $200,000 repre- 
sents cash sales. 

Committee has 500 volunteer sales- 
men on the job, aiming at a weekly 
target of $300,000. 


D. C. $3,500,000 Goal 
Washington, May 26. 

Three big rallies scheduled by the 
Motion Picture and Special Events 
section of the U. S. Treasury stimu- 
lating bond sales. In Chicago at the 
International Amphitheater on May 
27, at Detroit on May 31 and in New 
York at the Lewisohn Stadium on 
June 3, Paul Robeson, Marion An- 
derson and Olivia De Haviland will 
provide the star value and concert 
attractions. 

The ‘Ship Ahoy’ girls from 
Metro arrived here Saturday (23) 


and were welcomed at the Capitol | 


by the California and Ohio Congres- 
sional 
$3,500,000, or enough war bonds to 
buy a destroyer. When reporting 
at the Treasury where they were 
thanked by Harold N. Graves, As- 
sistant Secretary, it was announced 
that they had made cash sales total- 
ling $2,200,000 in rallies held at At- 
lanta and Macon, Ga.; Greenville 
and Columbia, 3S. C.; Winston-Salem 
and Greensboro, N. C., and in Rich- 
mond, Va. While here they will 
make personal appearances with 
their picture at the Capitol theatre. 

Dorothy Lamour goes from New 
Orleans into the Texas area this 
week. While touring the South and 
in the home country of Jesse Jones 
she hopes to annex the bond selling 
championship for a single rally, now 
held by Luise Rainer. 


Big Dime’s Worth 
Detroit, May 26. 
One of the biggest dime’s worth 
of entertainment assembled will be 
Ziven Detroiters at an inter-racial 
show May 31 to spur War Bond 
Sales. 


Lined up for the program are 


Marion Anderson, Paul Robeson, Pri- { 


vate Joe Louis, Frank Murphy, jus- 
tice of the U. S. Supreme Court; 
Olivia de Havilland, the Michigan 
Symphony Orchestra of 55 pieces 
and a 500-voice choir drawn from 


the combined church choirs of the | 


city. The representatives of the 
Treasury Department expect to add 
a few more big names before the 
show opens in the big arena here. 
Buildup of the show is to Offer a 
special attraction to the Negro citi- 
zens of the city with expectations 
that two-thirds of the 20,000 who will 
be able to get in will be colored. It 
all ‘goes for 10¢ ard Me” hopes are 


delegations. Their goal is | 





it will imecrease investments with 
Uncle Sam. 


Pitt Bally 
Pittsburgh, May 26. 

In addition to five-station hoo::-up 
locally, program launching war bond 
drive in theatres here this Friday 
(29) has also recruited district’s Vic- 
tory Network, which consists of 
seven small stations within a radius 
of 75 miles. Show's in charge of 
James Totman, advertising director 
for WB here, and he’s lined up a 
flock of front-page personalities in 
addition to available acts, headed by 
Artie Shaw, who opens week's en- 
gagement with his band at Stanley 
that day. 











Prod. In England 


as omtinued from page 7——— 


been plenty of doubling up on 
artists and technical people. 

United Artists premiered for the 
U. S. its latest British-made, ‘Ships 
With Wings,’ last week at the Nor- 
mandie theatre, New York, charity 
affair and likely will line up ‘Fore- 
man Went to France’ also for U. S. 
release. Latter already is set for dis- 
'tribution in British Isles and other 
foreign markets. These two features 
are among the six Michael Balcon 
recently finished at Ealing studios, 
London, under the three-year pact 
he has with UA. These are “Turned 
‘Out Nice Again,’ ‘The Big Blockade,’ 
‘Black Sheep of Whitehall’ and ‘The 
Goose Steps Out’ besides ‘Wings’ and 
‘Foreman.’ Balcon’s “They Came in 
Khaki,’ is now in production for 
next season. 

Celumbia’s ‘Story’ 

Columbia plans to distribute ‘Un- 
published Story’ as its next British- 
produced vehicle in this country. 
Company is doing unusually well 
with ‘The Invaders,’ relased origin- 
ally in Great Britain and Canada 
as ‘49th Parallel.’ 

Universal leaves the England pro- 
duction problem to its British asso- 
ciate, taking only the strongest fare 
made by General Film Distributors. 

RKO has no quota productions on 
tap in England presently and is in- 
definite about future production just 
now. Company recently obtained a 
print in the U. S. of ‘They Flew 
Alone’ starring Anna Neagle, with 
picture set for release here shortly. 
It’s the story of the late aviatrix, 
Amy Mollison, and her husband, Jim 
| Mollison. 

Twentieth-Fox is nearing comple- 
tion of ‘Young Mr. Pitt,’ but has not 
announced the next story to be made 
in England. Darryl Zanuck presently 
is in London and likely will line up 
Britsh production while there. Rob- 
ert Kane, 20th-Fox producer in 
Great Britain, handled ‘Pitt.’ 

















Victor’s Prestige 
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| made that hasn’t been publicized, the 
| latest recording affiliations of Her- 
| bert Janssen and Emanuel Feuer- 
mann, have been with Victor. 

I take nothing away from Colum- 
bia in their attempt to climb back 
to neck-and-neck competition with 
Victor. Until the ban on shellac 
which dented the future recording 
picture so badly, that picture boded 
all good for the consuming public 
' for discs, but taking another good 
| look at the recording personnel of 
| Victor still—despite material losses— 
| the palm must still go to RCA with 
'such stars as Crooks, Martinelli, 
Schipa, Bjoerling, Gigli, 
Peerce, Lawrence, Ponselle, Fiagstad, 
Schumann, Korjus, Frijsh, Moore, 
| Jepson, Traubel, Giannini, Maynor, 
| Houston, Rethberg, Bampton, Bori, 
Novotna, Tibbett, Thomas, Warren, 
de Luca, Gorin, Panzera, Swarthout, 
Thorborg, Anderson, Kipnis, Pinza, 
Cordon, among the vocalists—and a 
real plethora of instrumental talent 





a degree—Rachmaninoff, Paderewski, 
Sanroma, Rubinstein, Courboin, 
Brailowsky, Luboshutz and Nemenoff, 
Vronsky and_ Babin, Schnabel, 
Landowska, Copland, Cortot, Pessl, 
Iturbi, Hess, Rosenthal, Bonnet, 
Arrau, Bauer, Kreisler, 
Elman, Zimbalist, Heifetz, Renardy, 
Primrose and Spalding. 

What the decreased record pro- 
duction will do to the issue in the 
future of discs of serious music, only 
time can tell. I know that the plans 
of both major companies included 
/some of the best work either has 
done in bringing out great music by 
great artists with the finest record- 
ing technique of the day. 

I want to thank ‘Variety’ for its 
constant up-to-the-minute flow of 





Melton, | 


which Columbia as yet can’t rival to} 


Menuhin, | 


news of the recording companies, the 
recording artists, and future record-| 
ing plans. In general, your concert) 
and opera page is the best current! 
news bulletin.on the subjects that I! 
know of. I hope that ‘Variety’ will 
continue to give recorded music a 
break even should discs become as 
legendary things as new auto tires. 
Vic S. Faylor. 


{Mr. Taylor is correct in some of 
his statements. The negotiations 
with the Cincinnati Orchestra do not 
seem to have jelled for Columbia as 
yet. The Chicago Symphony is a 
Victor recording symphony now, but 
Stokowski is still under contract to| 
Columbia for his recordings with the 
All-American Youth Orchestra. Jans-| 
sen is now a Columbia artist, having: 
just made some Columbia records, 
while Feuermann is with Victor. 

Sir Thomas Beecham has recorded 
for both Victor and Columbia on the 
foreign series, and both com i 

ia Tak} 





are carrying his recordings. 

true that, as yet, Columbia cannot 
compete with Victor in name value, 
but from no competition at all two 
years ago, a serious threat to Victor's 
mastery has been developed whether 
Victor, with the power and prestige 
it possesses, will allow this, once 
awaked from its lethargy, is still 
another story for the future —Ed.] 


Canteen Film 
Continued from page 1 


R. Fleischer. They were originally 
asking $50,000 for rights, compromis- 
ing on the $25,000 plus a small in- 
terest in the film. Lesser gets exclu- 
sive use to the title and is assured 
full cooperation of the Wing. . 

Coin from the film sale and the 
radio commercial will be used to 
support the servicemen’s recrea- 
tion spot and other of the Wing’s ac- 
tivities. It may be used to build an 
additional Canteen in New York, 
with the present one in the basement 
of the 44th Street theatre already 
overcrowded and almost unbearably 
hot on warm nights. However, there 
is talk of iceplanting it. 

Paramount was somewhat annoyed 
at the high price demanded for the 
Canteen title, feeling the studio was 
being held up since it claims to have 
originated the idea of a picture based 
oa the spot and already had it in pro- 
duction. It offered $2,500 for use of 
the title alone, figuring that was all 
it could afford, as the film to which 
the tag had been applied was a B. 
Production is continuing on the pic, 
but it will have an entirely different 
label. 











Al Jolson to M. C. 

Jolson likely will m.c. the Can- 
teen radio show which Ed Woif 
Associates is producing and expects 
to seil to a sponsor this week. Jol- 
son informed Wolf yesterday (Tues- 
day) that he'll be available to head 
the package unit. He will be sup- 
ported by guest stars provided by 
the Theatre Wing. They’ll work for 
free or for nominal fees to provide 
the largest possible profit to the 
Canteen. 




















same would be true of English direc- 
tors arriving in America.’ 
The Radio Idea 
{It might be pointed out in this con- 


similar interchange of radio produc- 
ers and directors. It currently has a 
crew in the United States waxing 
transcriptions to be sent back to 
England, while Norman Corwin will 
shortly go to London to build pro- 
grams there for consumption in this 
country.) 

Each man would make one or more 
pictures of a documentary—Bern- 
stein prefers the word ‘factual’—na- 
ture. They would be anywhere from 
a single ree] to feature length, ac- 
cording to the idea each director has 
for his own product and the quan- 
tity of material he wants to get into 
it. 

Bernstein said the films would be 
factual rather than fictional, as the 
factual films take far less time in 
preparation and also can be lensed 
faster. He pointed out that many 
directors with no previous experi- 
ence at documentaries had done very 
successful jobs on them when they 
turned their hands in that direction. 

There will be no official guidance 
as to what the directors shall film, 
according to the Ministry of Infor- 
mation plan, but they will be given 
free rein to make the most of their 
own ingenuity and ideas in picturing 
those things which strike them as 
particularly pertinent. Subjects, of 
course, will be expected to be in fur- 
therance of the war effort, and the 
respective governments will give all 
possible aid. 

Financial arrangement set by 
Bernstein with his own government 
and expected to be acquiesced to by 
Washington calls for each country 
to take care of the expenses of the 
other country’s directors while they 
are on foreign soil. In that way there 
will be no problem of foréign ex- 
change involved. 

Bernstein’s mission in the U. S 
also is to acquaint Hollywood stu- 
dios with material and assistance 
available to them without charge by 
the Ministry of Information. This 
includes millions of feet of film made 
by MOI cameramen since the start 
of the war, and valuable for splicing 
into picture sequences. 

Bernstein, who is generally 
credited with bringing the present 
relative order out of the chaos once 
prevailing in regard to the part of 
British films in the war effort, re- 
fused comment on the currently con- 
fused situation in this country. He 
is scheduled, however, to meet with 
Lowell Mellett, coordinator of U. S. 
Films, and with industry execs. 

Not So Subtle in England 
On the controversial issue of how 


|far the government should go in 


cueing Hollywood on the type of 
pictures to make, Bernstein declared 
the MOI makes no bones about giv- 
ing strong suggestions to British 
producers. Whenever the MOI has 





Show is expected to originate 
from the 44th Street theatre. 











Dorseys’ Brawl 


— Continued from page 2———— 





rector of the Paramount theaire, 
N. Y., whom Tommy Dorsey had 
championed. Threats that ‘some day 
I'm going to punch Burton in the 
nose,’ and ‘do the same to Jimmy,’ 
began the fisticuffs. 

Rube Bloom attempted to separate 
them, and was hit. Rocco Vocco 
caught a glancing blow on the cheek. 





After the pair were separated, 
Tommy made cracks re Jimmy’s | 
band, ability as musician, etc. Both | 
| leaders were only slightly marked. | 

The Dorsey brothers have indulged | 
in arguments often, before and since | 
the two were co-leaders of the Dor- 
sey brothers orchestra. In 1937, 
while the band was at Glen Island 
Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y., Tom- 
|my walked off the stand one night 
| after an argument over tempo, and 
never went back. He formed his own 
|outfit and a little while later record- 
/ed for Victor arrangements of ‘Marie’ 
and ‘Song of India,’ which, when re- 
|leased, were big hits. Recordings 
|‘made’ Tommy’s band, and he shot 
|up into the big money class, acquir- 
ing an expensive estate at Bernards- 
ville, N. J. 

Jimmy struggled along. But in 
1940 his band began to catch on via 
several popular-recordings, and, in 
the spring of last year, he launched 
several strong successes like ‘Green 
Eyes,’ ‘Maria Elena,’ ‘I Understand,’ 
which put his band at the top of the 
heap in record sales for 1941, topping 
all competitors, with a 4,800,000 sales | 
total. He also moved into a position 











as one of the first five money-earning 
bands in the country. 
o;% o «4 


2 good thought for a story with 
commercial possibilities, Bernstein 


| said, it immediately gives it to a 


private producer. Virtually all such 
ideas emerge as films, with no finan- 
cial aid from the government, 

Pictures which the MOI wants 
made but which seem unlikely of 
producing a profit are ‘commis- 
sioned’; that is, paid for by the MOI. 
MOI’s own filmmakers, the Crown 
unit, turn out those done on loca- 
tions where it is not feasible to have 
anyone but government employees 
working. 

Most of the commissioned pictures 
and those made by the Crown unit 
are for the program of 52 shorts a 
year which the MOI releases with- 
out charge and which all British 
houses are under obligation to in- 
clude on each week’s bill. 
are all handled by a single com- 
mercial distributor under a contract 
which allows him to make a moder- 
ate profit, rather than on the for 
free basis by various companies as 
is the policy on Government shorts 
in the U. S. There are frequent 
checks by MOI people to make sure 
the films are being played, Bern- 
stein said. 

Producers are encouraged, he de- 
clared, to think up ideas of their 
own for feature films that will aid in 
the war effort. MOI, however, has 
great control over these. All scripts 
must be submitted to it and it has 
no hestitation, Bernstein asserted, in 
telling a producer what’s good and 
what's not good. Simple expedient 
of denying the cooperation of any 
government department to a pro- 
ducer of something deemed ‘not 
zood,’ while giving him every pos- 
sible cooperation if it is ‘good,’ 
easily keeps scripts along the right 


Continued from page 3 


These | 








Closer Anglo-American Co-op | 


|been privately produced, but on 
| government suggestions, will shortly 
| be seen in this country. Alexander 
Korda recently made deals for 


| nection that the MOI has arranged a| United Artists to distribute most of 


|them here. They include ‘Those We 
|Serve, which Noel Coward pro- 
duced, directed and acted in. It’s a 
true story of the adventures of a 
destroyer and cost $1,000,000 to pro- 
duce, the greatest sum yet spent on 
a propaganda film. Practically come 
pleted, it will reach here in August, 
Others 

Another, ‘The First of the Few,’ 
is being produced, directed and 
acted in by Leslie Howard. David 
Niven is also in it. It’s the story of 
the inventor of the Spitfire. It is 
now completed. Still another is 
‘One of Our Aircraft Is Missing,’ 
being made by Michael Baleon with 
cooperation of the British and Dutch 
air forces. Also ‘We Dive at Dawn,’ 
submarine story, being produced at 
Gaumont by Anthony Asquith; a 
story of the Army just going into 
preduction by _Balcon at Ealing, and 
a picture of guerilla’ warfare in 
Jugoslavia, which Balcon is prepar- 
ing .with the cooperation of the 
Jugosiav government in exile. 

MOI itself is also making several 
features for distribution in both Eng- 
land and this country. (Bernstein 
said English producers used to work 
with one eye on the British market 
and one on the American; now it 
works with both eyes on both mar- 
kets). Pictures are ‘A-l ‘Priority,’ a 
four-reeler on lease-lend material 
which was recently filmed in U. S. 
war plants by a British crew; ‘Front 
Line Revisited,’ a feature on what's 
happened to English blitz towns 
since the blitz, being made by Harry 
Watt, who did ‘Target for Tonight,’ 
and a feature about the Coastai Com- 
mand, 

Government is also making a 
couple shorts for consumption in 
both countries. They are ‘America 
Moves Up,’ showing American ma- 
terials in England, narrated by Bob 
Trout, CBS commentator in London, 
and 2a two-reeler on American troops 
in the British Isles. 

Exigencies of war and the effect 
of the factual product on regular 
commercial British films has wrought 
in them a great change, and one all 
to the good, Bernstein declared. He 
said writers and directors had come 
down to earth in the type of thing 
they were doing and more direct in 
their story-telling. He prophesied a 
similar effect on Hollywood output 
as the war progresses. 

Although double features are still 
prevalent in England because of 
American product coming in, Bern- 
stein sees a reduction in Hollywood 
to about 250 films a year, with elim- 
ination of B’s, if the situation follows 
the same path as in England. 

‘The threatened shortage of mate- 
rial about which American producers 
are disturbed,’ said Bernstein, ‘will 
be nothing as compared to the short- 
age of manpower, although that situ- 
ation isn’t so acute here as it is in 
England.’ 

Ditto in England 

Squawks from some elements of 
the American shorts industry that it 
is being squeezed out of business 
through the elmination of playing 
time taken by government films were 
also heard in Britain at the begin- 
ning of the conflict, Bernstein said. 
What happened, he explained, was 
|that most of the private shorts mak- 
‘ers are now producing for the gov- 
lernment on commission, while a 
lsmall segment continues making 
purely entertainment product that is 
still finding time on British screens. 

Another industry fear that proved 
| groundless, said Bernstein, was that 
ithe government’s tremendous non- 
theatrical program would hurt the- 
atrical business. As a matter of fact, 
he pointed out, it appears to have 
played a part in helping it. MOI 
turned out 100 reels for 16 mm, 
showing last year and is stepping 
that up during 1943, Bernstein dis- 
closed. 

One of the chores the MOI exee 
will handle during his three months 
in the U. S. will be to arrange for 
acquisition of American shorts on the 
war effort. These will be distributed 
as part of the MOI’s program of 52 
yearly. Already included in this pro- 
gram, Bernstein pointed out, have 
been three Russian, one Polish and 
one Free French short. 

Still another Bernstein task will be 
conversations with John Hay Whit- 
ney, chief of the films division of the 
Office of Inter-American Affairs, to 
coordinate the showing of American 
and British informational films in 
Latin America. Aim will be to elim- 
inate the present competition be- 
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